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Library Lease and Service Agreement Not a Done Deal

By Sophie Braccini

avid Kruegel was angry.

The President of the Friends
of the Moraga Library, who finds in
unacceptable that decisions involv-
ing a public service be made with-
out public input, came to the
January 12 Town Council meeting
to oppose the approval of a new
contract that would redefine the re-
lationship between the Town and
the Contra Costa County Library
system. Kruegel believes that the
contract suffers from several short-
comings. The Council, despite

staff’s favorable recommendation,
opted to table the issue.

The agreement, in a nutshell,
would assign all of the costs associ-
ated with library facilities to the mu-
nicipalities, while the County
Library will provide 35 open hours
of library services. The new contract
would unify the legal relationship
between the Library and the serviced
communities. It was crafted by a
joint body of library staff and city
managers, including Lafayette City
Manager Steven Falk.

“It’s take it or leave it,” said
Jill Keimach, Moraga’s Town Man-
ager. She explained that the agree-
ment would improve a situation
where all the communities operate
under different contracts and that it
would make library costs more pre-
dictable for the town. “Right now
we supplement the cost of the serv-
ice (to offer more open hours to the
public) and that cost has been rising
sharply,” she said, “we will be more
in control if we are responsible only
for the capital and maintenance

costs of the building.”

Her conviction could have
won the Council’s approval, but
Kruegel’s opinion carries a lot of
weight in Moraga when it comes to
the library system. The dedication
of the Friends of the Moraga Li-
brary, their ongoing involvement,
and the contributions they make to
the programs run by the library,
make them partners whose position
cannot be overlooked.

After Kruegel voiced his dis-
agreement, it was clear that the

Council was not going to sign the
contract that night. “The Town owns
the building, pays for its mainte-
nance, and the library uses it to pro-
vide its services,” said Kruegel. “The
county does not pay rent to the town,
but instead provides services; the
problem is that what these services
consist of is not described clearly in
the contract.” Kruegel added that the
expenses of the first year were not
defined, and that no procedure was
identified to resolve disputes.
Moraga was the second com-

Page: AS

munity, out of 25, to discuss ap-
proval of the contract; the City of
Martinez has already signed on.
“Other cities may have different
views. [ don’t see an upside to sign-
ing this tonight,” said Council
Member Dave Trotter.

The Council asked represen-
tatives of the County Library, Real
Estate Manager Dick Awenius and
Gail McPartland, Deputy County
Librarian, to get a consensus from
the remaining communities and
then come back to Moraga.

Setting Goals

Or, So much to do,

By Sophie Braccini

bout 20 residents joined the

12 town officials who con-
vened at 8 a.m. on a Saturday at the
Hacienda de las Flores to start set-
ting the goals for the Town of Mor-
aga. Finance Director Emily Boyd
confirmed that frugality is keeping
the Town’s operating budget bal-
anced, but that deferred infrastruc-
ture maintenance requires that new
sources of income be found. As res-
idents and community groups
began to elucidate their ideas, it be-
came clear that four hours would
not be enough to prioritize all of the
items; the goal-setting meeting will

so little time

reconvene on February 9 at 7 p.m.

The phrase of the day was
Bill Gross’s ‘New Normal® (re-
cently used by President Barack
Obama in a 60 Minutes interview).
“The new normal is Moraga,”
stated Town Manager Jill Keimach,
“Moraga has a very stable financial
situation, we have always been a
minimal government, and we need
to continue to appeal to the many
volunteers that have kept us lean.”
Nonetheless, Keimach believes that
meager resources should not stop
the community from having high
expectations. “That’s what moti-

vates us,” she stated in her opening
remarks, “and we will succeed.”
After Town staff and Mayor
Karen Mendoca listed their goals,
residents added some new ele-
ments. A partial list includes:
Claire Roth, speaking on behalf of
the Hacienda Foundation, asked
that the Town consider tearing
down the Casita and rebuilding it as
a community meeting room.
Dick Olsen, an MOFD board mem-
ber who spoke as a Moraga resident,
asked that the Town work on estab-
lishing an emergency response plan.
Former mayor Lynda Descham-

bault asked the Town to resume
work on the ridgeline and hillside
ordinance that was tabled when
Measure K was proposed for the
November 2008 ballot.

Ellen Beans, of the Moraga Citi-
zens Network, wondered why the
implementation of the Moraga Spe-
cific Plan was not listed.

Hollie Lucas-Alcalay asked that an
interim plan or retail ordinance be
defined for the Rheem Center.

For a complete list of goals
presented at the January 8th work-
shop, go to the Town website,
WWW.moraga.ca.us.
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Ranger with owner Dianne Wilson
Photo courtesy Wilson family
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| t’s been a few months now that Ranger has been

hanging out at Moraga Royale with his owner,
Executive Director Dianne Wilson. She recently
entered him in the International All Breed Canine
Association (IABCA) show in Santa Rosa. Ranger,
to his owner’s surprise, took home six 1st place
metals, one 2nd place and one 3rd place. He also
won "Best in Show Puppy" and "Best in Show
Rare Breed."

Ranger is a Catalonian Sheepdog from the
Catalonian region of Spain. “We were on a long
wait list for about a year prior to his birth,” says
Wilson, “My son flew to Muskegon, Michigan and
picked him up when he was 13 weeks old.” The
Wilsons say that they knew from day one that
Ranger was special. He has been a member of their
family for a little over five months.

“I like watching Dog Shows,” says Wilson,
“however, Ranger and I had never participated in
one prior to that weekend. Winning was a big sur-
prise to me; I don't think Ranger was surprised.”

og from Moraga Wins Dog Show

Alex Gailas

Find out:

your home
value

or DOWN?

www.lafayettehouseprices.com

Experience and knowledge

call Alex Gailas
Broker, Owner, CRS, GRI, CFS

925-254-7600

Office: 925-254-7600
Cell: 925-788-0229
AG@AGRealty1.com

Search MLS at
AlexGailas.com
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Is this too young
to go to Cal?

Actually, it’s just the right age to get an eye exam at the University of
California Eye Center. And again at three years. And regularly after
that. (We developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play!) We're
part of the UC School of Optometry, and offer you LASIK surgery,

contact lenses, and an Eyewear Center with a vast collection of
designer frames, too. We take most insurance plans, and major

credit cards. It’s time for your whole family to go Cal!
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UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week © www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020 . Free Parking with Appointments

NEIGHBORHOOD

COMPUTERS 455MORAGARD.STEH

MAC & PC REPAIRS & SUPPORT

WE'RE NOT GEEKS. WE'RE NOT NERDS.
WE'RE NEIGHBORS.

NEIGHBORHOODCOMP.COM
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IF YOU'RE RESOLVED TO CLEAN UP THE CLUTTER
S5A HAS GOT THE PERFECT SOLUTION!

You'ire: got problems; “Too Much Stuff"
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TO START THE HMEW YEAR OFF RIGHT, SA HAS LOWERED PRICES OM

A LARGE SELECTION OF STORAGE UNITS. YVISIT OUR WEBSITE OR

OUR FACILITY AND FIND QUT MORE ABOUT SA'S “SUFPERIOR

CUSTOMER SERVICES™ AND NEW LOWER PRICES!

WHEN YOU

YISIT QUR FACILITY AND TAKE A TOUR, WE'LL GIVE YOU A FREE

ET. MARY'S GAELS RALLY ToweL!
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UsE our FREE VAN TO
MOVE IN!

(LIMITED SLUPPLY
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REIIT & SPACE -
‘ Store It Yourself & Save |

925-631-7000
WWW.S5ASPACE.COM

s & LARGE NUMBER OF WUNITE W MAKNY BITE CATEGORIES MOW WITH LOWER PRICES. CALL FOR ALL GETAILE




