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Sleepy Hollow/MOFD Host Firewise

Workshop

By Lucy Amaral

From left: MOFD Fire Chief Randy Bradley; Firewise Communities Man-
ager Michele Steinberg; California State Fire Marshal (and former MOFD
Fire Marshal) Tonya Hoover; and MOFD Board President John Wyro.

For a complimentary market analysis
of your specific property, contact Frank today!
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Hollow, because first respon-
ders might not be able to get to
us (right away),” said Hill. The
Firewise program is a great way
to get the rest of the community
aware of how we can be the
first line of defense in stopping
a firestorm.”

Hill said a committee was
formed that night and the next
step will be for the group to be
trained by Chief Bradley on
how to assess homes for fire
safety. “We want to be able to
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| will refer you friends, for sure.”  Megan-Moraga

100% No-Risk Guarantee

We want our clients to be super-pleased - in fact, absolutely
delighted- with everything we do. So all of our work comes
with our ironclad, risk-free guarantee. What does that mean?
Simply this: If you aren't happy with our work within 14 days,
well do it over for free. If you're still not thrilled you can have
your money back. No questions asked. No hard feelings.
It's your choice. We stand behind our work 100%.

offer neighbors advice on how Nerd4Rent.com
& g o S ent 990 Moraga Road, Ste B, Computer Consulting & Tralning
¢y can make the perimeter o Lafayette “Offer applies to new Lamorinda clients only. Exp. 2/15/11, w/ coupon only.

the house fuel free and less of a
fire threat,” he said. Hill added
that he hopes by meeting with

€€ e are going to have
fires. It’s not if, but
when, therefore we must pre-
pare,” said Moraga Orinda Fire
District (MOFD) Chief Randy
Bradley during his introductory
remarks at a Firewise Commu-
nity Workshop held for the
Sleepy Hollow Homeowners
Association on January 12.

Bradley said that although
it has been 20 years since the
Oakland Hills Fire, the threat of
that type of conflagration is al-
ways there, especially in the
Lamorinda area. “Orinda has
the same type of construction,
fuel models and weather condi-
tions (as Oakland),” he said.
On the plus side, however, he
also said that Orinda homes are
spread farther apart, and the
community does have an ag-
gressive fire district.  With
neighborhood action to create
protective areas around their
property, he said the chance of
homes being destroyed by fire
lessens.

More than 60 homeown-
ers attended the workshop to
learn what they could do to
begin the process of becoming
a Firewise Community. Fire-
wise, a program managed by
the National Fire Protection As-
sociation, focuses on encourag-
ing communities to adopt a
long-term, proactive approach
to protect their homes before a
fire starts. Firewise offers
workshops and information to
help neighborhoods like Sleepy
Hollow develop and implement
their own fire mitigation pro-
gram.

Photo Lucy Amaral

Michele Steinberg, the
Firewise Communities Man-
ager, Wildland Fire Operations
Division, presented information
about the nature of fire, what
fires have taught them and what
individual homeowners should
do to protect themselves.

She emphasized that no
fire suppression system can be
relied upon to completely stop
losses from large-scale fires.
However, homeowners are the
best, first line of defense and
can start protecting their homes
well before a fire occurs. She
said a number of actions could
help reduce losses, such as
proper roofing materials, creat-
ing a fuel free area around one’s
home, removing dead trees and
brush, and using fire resistant
plants and building materials.

A goal of this workshop
was to form a Firewise Com-
mittee from members of the As-
sociation to spearhead the
process of developing their own
fire safety plan. Bradley said
that while the committee com-
pleted its efforts, MOFD would
be working on an official evac-
uation and warning system for
Sleepy Hollow and hoped to
have that ready in the next six
to eight months.

Wayne Hill, co-president
of the Sleepy Hollow Home-
owners Association, said the
event was organized to help get
information out about fire
safety.

“Our goal was community
awareness of how important it
is for us to be the first line of
defense — especially Sleepy

the neighbors one on one, they,
too, will want to join the com-
mittee and carry on the Firewise
work.

Bradley said the Sleepy
Hollow community is the test-
ing ground for the Firewise pro-
gram. If results are as
successful as he believes they
will be, he would like to take
this program to the other neigh-
borhoods in the District.
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McDonnell

Nursery

family owned since 1933

Trees - Shrubs - Vines - Annuals - Perennials
Vegetables - Containers - Statuary & Fountains
Indoor Plants - Decorative Items

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
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Solid Waste Rates Likely

to Rise

By Andrea A. Firth

he Contra Costa County

Solid Waste Authority
plans to increase Orinda’s aver-
age customer rate by 9.3% due
in large part to the fact that res-
idents are producing less solid
waste. The Authority’s Execu-
tive Director, Paul Morsen, told
Orinda’s City Council that resi-
dents have heard the recycle
message and responded to the
financial incentive to move to
the smaller blue can contribut-
ing to a decrease in revenue for
the Authority. Both homes and
businesses have been reducing
waste and downsizing their
bins. A decline in home con-
struction and remodeling over
the past 18 months has also con-
tributed to a decrease in com-
mercial service revenue.

Orinda pays among the
highest rates of the jurisdictions
in the County serviced by the
Solid Waste Authority, only El
Cerrito and Kensington pay
more (see table). It seems that

the hills that are so dear to
Orinda’s residents are a large
part of the reason the waste
rates are on the high side.
Morsen explained that with
Orinda’s hilly topography, the
trucks pull fewer cans per route.
In addition Orinda has more
hard to serve areas that require a
special, small truck. There are
five of these small trucks
needed to service Orinda versus
just two needed for the rest of
the District.

Residential
32-Gallon Rate
Comparison
JurisdictionMonthly Cost ($)
Orinda 30.75
Martinez 27.45
Lafayette 24.98
Moraga 23.60
Concord 23.00
Danville 19.81
Walnut Creek 17.80

e e T T
ORINDA $1,499,000
Coming soon! 5BR 4+BA. East Coast tra-
ditional in the OCC. Don’t miss this one.
Durantini/VWendt 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE
4BR 3.5BA exquisitely remodeled cus-

tom. Lushly landscaped acre. | of a kind!
Jeannette Bettencourt

MORAGA $1,295,000
4BR 3BA Sanders Ranch home on a

1.01 lot. Fantastic space for entertaining.
Lana Fitzpatrick 925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,350,000
4BR 3BA Craftsman style on a private
acre Ivl park-like lot w/ in-law unit.

Maram Bata 925-253-4600

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600 W ﬁf'rfii'imr:':ﬁ‘T-‘l.TF
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$1,425,000 6.

925-253-4600

The Real Estate Firm People Trust
COLDWELL BANKER

Orindia

Top Ten Reasons to list Your Home
with Coldwell Banker

10. More than 100 years of tradition focusing on 100% client
satisfaction. Clients continually return to do business with
Coldwell Banker. We are your Realtors® for Life.

9. Gilobal leader in relocation services finding homes for
top executives moving to Lamorinda.

8. Full-time professional, experienced broker manage-
ment and administrative staff serving our customers.

7. Continually educating our sales force to raise the bar

for professional standards.

Extraordinary, explosive attention-getting marketing

strategies.

Full-time legal expertise and risk management support

for our clients and our Realtors for all transactions.

4. The industry leader in Internet marketing and technology
with millions of hits monthly on our numerous, highly-
ranked, well-visited sites.

3. Coldwell Banker Agents will assemble of team of
professionals to help stage and prepare your home to
maximize your sales price

2. Coldwell Banker brings more buyers to see your home.

And the NUMBER 1 REASON TO LIST
WITH COLDWELL BANKER ...
Our Realtors are the most respected and
trusted in the industry.

—a - gy ¥
ORINDA $699,000
3BR 2BA cul-de-sac in the Ivy Drive
area! Enjoy a lovingly cared-for garden.
Jim Ellis 925-253-4600

ORINDA $725,000

2BR 2BA nature lover’s retreat. Chalet
style home w/privacy and views.
Frank Woodward

925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,425,000
Coming Soon! 5BR 3BA. Prestigious Orinda
County Club. New Construction with views.

Camras/Brown 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE
5BR 4+BA 6,186 sq.ft. New construction.
Private setting on | | acres.

ORINDA $1,050,000 ORINDA $1,695,000
3BR 3BA. Splendid comb. of modern & trad. 4BR 4.5BA Mediterranean style. Attention
design. High-end Amenities throughout.  to detail. Hand made exterior features

Ana Zimmanck 925-253-4600 Alti Schmitt

$2,595,000

925-253-4600 The Beaubelle Group ~ 925-253-4600
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