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Rob Jones (22) had 15 points and nine rebounds over Santa Clara.

daint Mary's

Quote of the Week:

Matthew Dellavedova (4
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drlves to the hoop over USF's Marko Petrovic. Dellavedova had 13 points in the win.
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Wins Two at Home Guaets Break 1op 25

By Bryant West

he Saint Mary’s men’s basketball team stormed into West Coast Conference

by an 84-59 smashing of Santa Clara on Saturday.

"You, Mr. and Ms. Commission Member, are
the multiplier effect that you thought was just
something you read or heard about in a Ben
Bernanke speech."

Even after Saturday’s rout, head coach Randy Bennett maintained the team
could play better. “We can, we can play better,” he said. “We still have to get better
defensively. We’re getting there.”

It wasn’t all fun and games for Saint Mary’s, with an injury scare at halftime

play and broke into the Top 25. The Gaels played four regular season games
the last two weeks and in those four games only trailed four times. The team was
recognized for their excellent play and ranked #22 in the AP poll and #21 in
ESPN/USA Today Coaches poll.

Read Letters to the Editor, page A8
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Saint Mary's expanded their win streak to ten games, the third longest winning
streak in school history. The Gaels have opened 4-0 to improve to 16-2. The team
returned home after two road games last week to take on USF and Santa Clara. The
Gaels bested USF on Thursday in a hard-fought 71-57 victory, followed

during the Santa Clara game. Sophomore guard Matthew Dellavedova was injured
late in the first half and needed help getting to the locker room but did return in the
second half. Saint Mary’s is already playing without sophomore guard Jordan Page,
who is out the remainder of the season with a knee injury. ...

continued on page S2

Public Work Director and Town Engineer. “During the huge
storms we had five years ago, many of our hillsides slipped.
The ones that tend to cause us the most ongoing maintenance
are Bollinger Canyon Road, Camino Pablo, and Rheem
Boulevard.” Mercurio reports that so far this year Bollinger
Canyon has had four slides that have each resulted in 50-100
cubic yards of rock at the base of the cliff and/or into the road.
On site, the crews have installed the “sacrificial fence,” an in-
expensive intermediary solution that is there to retain the
rocks, but will ultimately fail and need replacement.

storms of December, 1995 and January, 1996. “There were
two significant slides within City rights-of-way during those
storms; neither slide damaged private or public property,” he
says. “Pleasant Hill Road was temporarily blocked in the
south bound direction for a short period of time. After the ini-
tial cleanup, temporary measures were taken to control and
prevent additional sliding. The slide areas were monitored
during the remainder of the rainy season. The slide areas were
repaired the following summer.”

... continued on page L2
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If you live in Lafayette, this
issue should have been deliv-
ered to you on Wednesday,
January 19.

Home delivery to Orinda and
Moraga will begin in February.
Please call (925) 377-0977 or
email homedelivery@
lamorindaweekly.com if you
have any questions.

California Independent Film

Festlval—What s 1n it for You?
By Andrea A. Firth

Mayors Conference

Orinda Hosts Contra Costa

By Lucy Amaral

The City of Orinda hosted mayors, council
members and representatives from the Board
of Supervisors from Contra Costa County as
they gathered January 6 for their monthly
Mayors Conference. The group meets regu-
larly to discuss city issues and, this time, to
make a number of committee appointments.

... read on page L5

If you have never gone to an in-
dependent film festival, here’s
your chance. The 13th Annual
California Independent Film Fes-
tival (CAIFF) will be held at the
New Rheem Theatre in Moraga
from January 28th through Feb-
ruary 3rd. ...read on page L1
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Civic
News

Lafayette

Public Meetings
City Council

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Dana
Green
Lic. #01482454

Kellar
Lic. #01805955

Monday, January 24, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Leamning Center, Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission

Monday, January 31, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center, Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Design Review

Monday, January 24, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center in the Arts & Science Discovery Center

at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:

www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce: www.lafayettechamber.org

www.lamorindaweekly.com

www.DanaGreenTeam.com

£ 925-377-0977

“Neither snow nor rain nor heat
nor gloom of night...” 01/01/11
But blowing up the mailbox can
keep postal couriers from their
appointed rounds. One poor
Lafayette resident filed a van-
dalism complaint after his mail-
box was vandalized for the
fourth time in 6 months. Appar-
ently unsatisfied with simply
knocking down the box, the
perp(s) keep raising the stakes in
this frightening game of “return
to sender.”

Money, money, money,
01/06/11 That’s all one cus-
tomer wanted from Lafayette’s
West America Bank. Unfortu-
nately, the accused (who was
found to be in possession of a

* Police Report e

bad check, fake government ID,
and a forged driver’s license)
was charged with forgery and
fraud. “Loan” application de-
nied!

I can’t see clearly now, 01/02/11
Drunk and arguing, a man broke
a car windshield. The police
awarded him with a trip to jail.
The damaged auto’s owner de-
clined to press charges or to co-
operate in the investigation.
Driving that car until it’s re-
paired should be a breeze.

The Artful Dodger, 01/07/11
Someone broke the rear passen-
ger window of a 10-year-old
Lexus parked on Fiora Place
and stole an art bag and supplies
valued at over $700 dollars. Re-
pair estimates put the damages
at $250. That’s a fair amount of
Monet, and we hope police
Cezanne the thief very soon.

LeapFrog Plumbing

Family owned & hopping to it in
Lamorinda since 1993. We are almost
entirely a “word of mouth” company,
so we go the extra mile for you.

Head Frog Mo Williams

Complete plumbing
service for gas, water,
& sewer.

* Emergency services

¢ Video camera inspection
* Remodels

* Safety devices

* Copper re-piping

e Tankless water heaters

Mo’s New Years Specials

ILeapFrog Loot®

o |1
! $5000ff" ) !
|tankless/hybr1d ' | Anytank-type |

1 water heater ! 1
l_ installation* |_

1 LeapFrog Loot®
$89 off 1 |

water heater 1
installation* 1

- -

lLeapFrog Loot® 1

$59 off |

1 Any plumbing 1
repair or
installation*

- -

*1 coupon per service, “exp. 2/28/11

We're local,
family-owned &

We Hop To 1!

green solutions!

: ©5377-6600 =

CA Lic
929641

www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Stone Wall and U-Turn

Get Green Light

By Cathy Tyson

€€ It wasn’t ten minutes after the

cones went up that cus-
tomers started complaining,” said
Connie Collier of Diablo Foods.
“Our customers are very angry.”
She’s referring to cones temporar-
ily installed at the intersection of
Mt. Diablo Boulevard and Happy
Valley Road. Their purpose was to
test-drive the effect of loss of U-turn
capability in order to accommodate
a proposed “bulb-out” for pedestri-
ans at the corner.

A bulb-out is an extension of
the sidewalk designed to expand the
space available for pedestrians and
raise driver awareness of cross-
walks. While it provides more
room for pedestrians, apparently
losing the ability to make a u-turn
wasn’t ultimately worth it.

The cones are part of a proj-
ect to improve the sidewalk and
streetscape along Mt. Diablo Blvd.
from Oak Hill Road to Dolores
Drive, funded mainly by a $1.2 mil-
lion grant. The finished appearance
should look similar to the
streetscape in front of the Lafayette
Mercantile building. Two key con-
tentious issues remained after gen-
eral approval to proceed last month
— the U-turn dilemma and design of
the low stone wall that would front
the Happy Valley Shopping Center.

The Council members agreed
that they don’t want to negatively
impact any of the business in the
immediate area— so the U-turn will
stay.

After much discussion about
the pros, cons, expense and mainte-
nance costs of four wall design op-
tions, Option 1 was decided upon.
This choice had a growing consen-
sus of shop owners along with city

.IIIustrat'i;'n-fr.or-n Clty of Lafayett.e.z Staff Report -

staff. It includes a low stone wall
with a creeping fig vine on the
shopping center side that allows the
most room for parking. The current
layout of the busy parking lot at the
Happy Valley Shopping Center,
home to Trader Joe’s and Diablo
Foods, encroaches onto city prop-
erty, up to a foot and a half in
places.

The balancing act Council
members and the designer hope to
achieve is to upgrade the sidewalk
and improve access for pedestrians,
while weighing the need for ade-
quate space for parking, and still
keep the apparently beloved U-turn.
Designer Sudhish Mohindroo ex-
plained, “We are looking for the
least amount of negative impact and
still achieve a reasonable solution.”

“The intent is to have a suffi-
cient number and width of planting
zones to accommodate a thriving
landscape element to screen the
stone wall on the parking lot side
and to complement its appearance
from the street side. The greenery
also serves to soften the view of the
wall on the parking lot side and fur-
ther addresses the concern about
limited parking,” said Engineering
Services Manager Tony Coe in a
staff report.

Property owner Bill Eames
expressed his reservations at a re-
cent City Council meeting, “How
can we make this pedestrian-
friendly and still respect busi-
nesses?” Noting the number of
accidents that regularly occur in the
lot, Collier urged the Council to
maximize available parking area,
stating, “Our parking lot is a night-
mare as it is.”

Wednesday, January 19, 2011

(925) 339-1918

DanaGreen@Rockcliff.com
Dana Green Presents...

4 Just Listed! Private, oak-
studded contemporary
w/pool. 4BD/3BA, 2937
sq. ft. on 1.03-acre lot.
Located in one of
Lafayette’s most sought-
after neighborhoods!
$1,225,000

1774 sq. ft, 4BD/2BA,
% .20-acre property w/eat-in
kitch., great room, formal
_| dining area & private
master retreat. Oversized
deck, level lawn & views!
$749,000

Builtin 2007! This beautiful
traditional was built using many
“green”techniques & materials!
3900 sq. ft, 5BD/4.5BA on private
.37-acre lot w/Las Trampas Ridge
views.

Call for Price & Details!

=
688 Michael Lane, Lafayette

Addendum, issue date 01/05/11, New Name Wanted
for Senior Services: The Grand Prize for the Lafayette
Senior Services’ Give Us a Name contest is an overnight
stay at the Lafayette Park Hotel and dinner for two at
Yankee Pier restaurant. Submissions welcome until Feb-
ruary 22 by phone (925) 284-5050, e-mail at
Seniors@lovelafayette.org or by mail at Lafayette Senior
Services, 500 St. Mary’s Road, Lafayette, CA 94549.

Please submit

Letters and Opinions:

letters@lamorindaweekly.com

tech

. Brain
w High-tech
C\J’\thgthe Pat\ence
Of a Mothe\'

*new clients only, exp. 2-28-2011

®

Fast Expert Computer Help
from techmommy!

help

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985

* Troubleshoot any PC computer
problem.

* Help in plain English, not tech talk.

* Personal training in your home,

at your pace.

925-377-7711

www.techmommy.com

“Over the years
techmommy has been our computer
savior and guru, untangling our hardware
and software problems with remarkable
ease. Thank goodness for techmommy.
We would be lost without her!”
~ Dan & Colleen, Moraga

Neighborhood Works
Together to Curb Speeders

By Cathy Tyson

t all started because residents

were sick and tired of drivers
taking a short cut through their
newly-paved residential neighbor-
hood to shave a couple of minutes
off their commutes. The hilly, nar-
row Reliez Station Road has blind
turns punctuated by driveways,
leaving “a very little strip of road-
way to walk safely on,” said Christy
Joe who spearheaded the traffic
calming project, adding that there
have been a number of close calls
over the years. Neighbors specu-
lated that students heading to
Acalanes, along with moms drop-
ping off and picking up kids, were
the main culprits.

After many meetings and
phone calls, her concern has borne
fruit — or rather three sets of speed
humps, striping and fourteen signs
telling drivers to slow down. Over
$5,000 was raised in necessary
matching funds to get the Reliez
Station Traffic Calming Project off
the ground. One generous fellow
even offered to kick in extra if the
minimum matching amount wasn’t
met.

The process started in 2006
with a petition; then in 2008 Joe
walked the neighborhood with an-
other petition. Ultimately, of the 91
homes in the area, 69% were in
favor of traffic calming, and 51
homeowners donated $100 each to
make it happen.

Many neighborhoods may
wish for speed humps, but not
many actually garner the necessary
support and cash to make it happen.
“Christy Joe was the main one who
stayed with it all along,” said
Neighborhood Action Team col-
league and neighbor Roy Powell.

A coalition came together on
proposing a sidewalk when the

street was repaved, but they later
learned it would be prohibitively
expensive. However they did have
a general consensus on speeders ca-
reening down their slender street.

“We just wanted something that

would work. Because the neigh-
borhood was so big, a contribution
of roughly $100 per household was
enough to make the $4,800 require-
ment,” commented Powell. Actu-
ally $5,100 was collected on the
first attempt from supportive resi-
dents. This represents a 70/30 cost
sharing of the estimated $16,000
total project expense.

Back in September of 2002
the City Council adopted a traffic
calming program that builds upon
Lafayette’s long tradition of citizen
volunteerism and community par-
ticipation. Available online is the
free Traffic Calming Guidebook,
which spells out exact steps to take
for Level 1,2 or 3 projects. In order
to acquire Level 3 traffic calming,
like the Reliez Station neighbor-
hood is getting, two-thirds approval
from all property owners immedi-
ately abutting the physical feature is
required. The next step is Circula-
tion Commission and City Council
approval. The guide can be found
on the city website, go to
www.lovelafayette.org and type in
Traffic Calming in the Search box.

“The City was very helpful,” said

Powell, adding, “Everyone (in the
neighborhood) benefits — but some
will benefit more.”

“Yes, it was worth it,” said
Joe, who would recommend it to
other neighborhoods although she
cautions that the City only takes on
one of these projects a year. This
spring Reliez Station residents will
finally get the stripes, humps and
signs they collectively want.

Thank-you for 25 years of clean.

Total Clean 376-1004

Foryour home.
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Celebrating our 8" Anniversary

Thank you
[amo’u'rzc{a

=T e Nl W Lt

Oftering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda
Community Since 2002

Free-In-Home Estimates

925-209-7001

P.O.Box 365
Moraga, CA 94556

real estate needs -
Put her 20 + years

Pamela Halloran
Broker Associate
Village Associates
(925) 323-4100

Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com
www.PamelaHalloran.com

This Year ~
Think of Pamela
with all your

of experience to
work for you!

License #00936191

Green Cow Program Launched

By Cathy Tyson

hat is white and green and

wears roller skates? Leola
Moola, of course — the fiberglass
cow that represents the first Green
Cow Certified business in
Lafayette. She was the center of at-
tention at the recent launch party
celebrating environmentally
friendly Urban Suburban, though
clearly her fame hadn’t gone to her
large head. Look for her to make
appearances at other Green Cow
Certified businesses as the program
gains momentum.

She spends most of her time
at Urban Suburban, a car repair
company on Mt. Diablo Boulevard,
and doesn’t seem to mind her role
as the poster girl of the program that
identifies green businesses that give
back to the community. Residents
may have seen her, along with her
wrangler Rene Aguirre, decked out
in a pink tutu at the Reservoir Run
or the Farmers” Market. Plans are
in the works to post her out front of

green practices and giving back to
the community.

Residents may have also seen
a distant cousin of Leola, a large
SUV with a similar two-tone paint
job, green wheels and horns on the
hood used to pick up and drop off
customers. When asked how the
heifer got her unique name, Aguirre
replied, “She was named after my
Grandma Leola, who grew up on a
farm — pioneer stock. She would
just laugh (at her namesake); she
had a great sense of humor.”
Moraga

Photo Doug hen 925-376-4602

the “charity of the month” and at

Scott D. Lothamer, DDS I

1030 Country Club Drive .

= Comfortable, Convenient
Family and
Cosmetic Dentistry

= Certified in Full Mouth
Reconstruction

mention this ad to
receive $40 off any
dental trefment

local hotspots.

“Green Cow Certified is a
rating system designed to inform
the local community you care about
the community you are in,” said
Krysten Laine. Qualifications in-
clude giving back through dona-
tions, participating in community
events or fundraising, adopting
green practices at work, and being
located in Lafayette. Both Laine
and husband Aguirre, President and
Owner of Urban Suburban, believe
in supporting the local economy
and taking steps to live a less envi-
ronmentally impactful lifestyle.

The Chamber of Commerce
Green Committee, in partnership
with Sustainable Lafayette, seeks to
make residents aware of environ-
mentally friendly businesses, prod-
ucts and services in Lafayette with
their Green Shopping Guide. The
Urban Suburban team wanted to
take it one step further — adopting

Downtown Bus Route

Changes

By Cathy Tyson

O riginally intended to connect
riders coming or going from

the Lafayette or Walnut Creek

BART stations, County Connection

bus route 25 changed its path re-

cently to attract more riders.

This route has not been a
huge success from the beginning,
with the lowest number of riders in
the entire County Connection sys-
tem. Average weekday ridership
was only 40 passengers — the equiv-
alent of 3.6 passengers per hour —
there was clearly room for im-
provement.

With a BART station on both

General Robert E Lee, June 1863, Richmond,
Minnis and Cowell

Opening Day Sun., Jan. 30

ends, Route 25 still travels up and

down the Mt. Diablo corridor but Soda Activity Center
it’s been slightly changed to avoid 2-3pm
Lecture

the freeway. The new route follows
Mt. Diablo to Pleasant Hill Road to
Olympic — and now makes stops at
Saranap and Rossmoor transfer sta-
tions, ending at Walnut Creek
BART.

With fares of $2.00 for adults
and only $1.00 for seniors, the
newly adjusted route could be just
the ticket for non-drivers. The first
bus of the day leaves Lafayette
BART at 7:30 in the morning and
runs until 6:30 p.m.

Carl Guarneri, Ph.D., Civil War author and professor
Living History Displays

11-2&3-4:30pm

National Civil War Association & California Horse
Artillery Society

Cannon, uniforms, weapons, frontline surgery &
medical care, feeding the troops, and more.

LEE

. AND
GRANT

JaN. 30 - MAaRr. 20

HEARST ART GALLERY
SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE
OF CALIFORNIA

Mathew Brady & Co, Grant at his headquarters,
Cold Harbor, Virginia, June 1864; Library of Congres

Re-enactment Day Sat., Mar. 19

times tha

Intramural Sports Fields

Demonstrations of military drills, skirmishes, cannon
firing, sharpshooters, fife and drum band, frontline
surgery and medical care, uniforms, horse-drawn
wagons, and more.

This exhibition has been made possible through NEH on the
Road, a special initiative of the National Endowment for the
Humanities. It is brought to you by Mid-America Arts Alliance.
Lee and Grant was organized by the Virginia Historical Society.

Wed - Sun, 11 am - 4:30 pm | Exhibition Free to K-12 graders; adults $4 | Opening day events Free to all
925.631.4379 | www.hearstartgallery.org

Moisturizer

4. Get More!

ESTEE LAUDER

Create Your Own Gift
FREE with any Estée Lauder
Purchase of $32.50 or more

1. Start with these beauty must haves.
Cosmetic Bag and Mirror

2. Next, add your Cleanser and

Offer good while supplies last.
Quantities limited. One of each
gift to a customer, please.

Lafayette Plaza Center

($85.00 Value)

3. Then, choose the lip and eye shadows
you love, warm or cool

Add 4 Lash essentials to your gift.
Learn how to create curvy lashes FREE 2.
with any total purchase of $60.00 or more. | B ]

M aulou’s

Danville %5:%% Montclai

(925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261

6211 Medau PI., Oakland
(510) 339-2210

Gift Dates Jan. 19 — Feb. 5

Napa Town Center
(707) 255-9375

Napa
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Look Forward To Coming Home in 2011
et me help you get the home you'll
Lnever want to leave.

www.JulieBarlier.com

www.lamorindaweekly.com Wednesday, January 19, 2011

Complimentary Staging with your Listing.

Julie Batlicr

JULIE BARLIER I Roctelsff

. NP e A g : R
Town Council Wednesday, January 26, 7:30 pm ; 1"-_.__, i - ﬁ’_& S el e (925) 588-4300
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School, 1010 Camino Pablo DRE# 01829339 - 2 et Bilingue anglais-francais REALTORS jbarlier@rockcliff.com

Planning Commission Tuesday, February 7, 7:30 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd

Honoring the Campolindo Ladies

Design Review By Sophie Braccini

Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd

Monday, January 24, 7:00 pm

I i‘rom the grid iron to green to

summer swim team, taking

Liaison Friday, February 11, 8:00 am

Fire Station, 1280 Moraga Way

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements

Town of Moraga online:
Chamber of Commerce:

www.moraga.ca.us

www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network: ~ www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Speeding with pot, 1/07/11 An
18-year-old male driver was
pulled over for speeding on
Saint Mary’s Road near Carter
Drive. When the window of the
Cadillac Seville was opened the
officers on duty could smell
burnt marijuana, they surmised
it was not some kind of wacky
cologne. Just shy of 12 grams —
less than one ounce of pot was
found. The driver was cited for
both the speeding and posses-
sion.  The marijuana was
booked into evidence — goodbye
pot, hello tickets.

Residential burglary, 1/08/11 A
Woodford drive resident re-
ported a burglary, apparently an
unknown person had entered his
garage via an unlocked side

* Police Report °

door. A coin pouch from not
one, but both Mercedes Benz’
were taken from the vehicles. A
suspicious unoccupied parked
car was seen nearby with stolen
property on the seat — including
the pilfered pouches.

Buckingham Drive burglary,
1/08/11 A homeowner stated
someone entered his residence
during the night and stole undis-
closed items. The suspect(s)
may have come in through an
unlocked garage door. Esti-
mated loss $1,050.

Attempted burglary thwarted by
pooch, 1/08/11 A Camelford
Court resident reported that she
found the garage door to the house
open at approximately 4:45 in the
morning. She checked the house
and garage — but nothing appeared
to be taken or disturbed. Home-
owner suspects that her two large
dogs helped deter the would-be
burglar(s).

The Bad Guys have
Found Moraga

By Sophie Braccini

othing frustrates Moraga Po-

lice Chief Bob Priebe more
than a crime that could have been
prevented. Unfortunately, in the
past month his department has in-
vestigated a record number of such
crimes.

“We had six residential bur-
glaries in the past month, five of
which were preventable; at the
same time last year we had had only
one,” says Priebe. A suspect en-
tered garages through unlocked

back doors and burglarized the cars
in these garages, and in one in-
stance, entered a home through an
interior garage door that was not
locked.

“If you have a lock, use it; if
you have an alarm, activate it; and
you may want to upgrade your out-
side lighting system,” said the
Chief, “the bad guys know where
we are now; we need to take mini-
mum precautions.”

PARKS & RECREATION

& 925-888-7045 « www.moraga.ca.us
Classes starting next week:

Drawing, Painting, Sculpting
Chocolate Decorating 101
ACT Mock Test
Parent/Child Jewelry Making

Flag Football
Soccer
Bringing Nutrition to the Table
Small Vineyard Series

_Jumpstart Your Weight Loss
Lose 30 to 45 pounds in 12 weeks!

Physician-Supervised Weight Loss  Dietary Guidance
Safe and Effective Medication ~Long Term Weight Management

jumpstart

MEDICIME

Walnut Creek & Pleasanton - (925) 287-8777
San Francisco (Financial District & Laurel Heights) & Marin - (415) 438-4999
Millbrae & Redwood City - (650) 701-1460

925-287-8777

www.jumpstartmedicine.com

Campolindo’s varsity water polo team (et al)

pride in our young athletes is a sta-
ple of the Lamorinda community,
its parents, its educators and its ad-
ministrators.

At the last Moraga Town
Council meeting, the auditorium at
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School was brimming with bois-
terous joy as several Campolindo
women’s teams prepared to be
honored by the Council.

2010 was a very successful
year for the Lady Cougars. The
varsity volleyball and cross-coun-
try teams won the California Inter-
scholastic Federation Division 111
State Championships; the water
polo team, considered one of the
best women’s teams in Cam-
polindo High School history, took
top honors by winning the Divi-
sion II Championship.

Playing varsity volleyball at
Campolindo means to have trained
on private teams for years. Cross
Country has the most participants;
it is co-ed and open to all. Water
polo is a smaller group that’s ris-
ing in popularity.

Mayor Karen Mendonca
was clearly delighted to read the
proclamations honoring the teams,
handing each player her own copy.
The Mayor, her fellow Council
Members, and the Campolindo
coaches and  administrators
seemed to enjoy posing for pic-
tures with the girls.

The evening ended with a
special proclamation for cross-
country athlete Carrie Verdon. The
Campolindo junior won the 2010
North Coast Section Division 111
Championship, setting the Cam-
polindo High School and NCS Di-
vision III course record; the 2010
California Interscholastic Federa-
tion Division III Championship
race, finishing the five-kilometer
Woodward Park course in 17:15
(the tenth fastest time in California
history); took Sth place at the West-
ern Regional Championships, and
19th place at the National Champi-
onships. Verdon was selected to the
Foot Locker "All-Western United
States" and "All-United States"
Cross country teams.

Standing on the Council
platform, the unassuming young
woman chuckled when Mendonca
proclaimed January 12,2011 to be
“Carrie Verdon Day in Moraga.”

A Link that needs to go Viral

By Sophie Braccini

hat do Moragans want

from their retail? What
are they getting from it now? What
stores would they want to have
here? What should be done to im-
prove the town? Those are some of
the questions that the town’s Eco-
nomic Development Group is ask-
ing online in a survey.

All residents who are inter-
ested in offering input about the fu-
ture of Moraga may go to the Town
website, www.moraga.ca.us, and

click on the survey link. This re-
porter took the survey; it takes 10-
20 minutes depending on how long
you want to ponder your answers.
Read the questions carefully — some
are about Moraga, others about
Lamorinda. The link can be
emailed to friends and relatives
who live in town.

Moraga’s retail problem will
not be solved by the survey, or by
the team behind this project — Mary
Coe, Richard Larsen and Renée

Zeimer; our Economic Develop-
ment volunteers do not make the
law and cannot make a Trader Joe’s
magically appear. But the survey
will give weight to their arguments
when they contact commercial bro-
kers, developers, property owners
and Town staff.

Whether it’s 2000 people
saying that they want and will pa-
tron a sports bar, or a toy store; or if
half the town’s residents say that
they sometimes need a hotel to

house a visitor; or 30% of the pop-
ulation claims to patronize the or-
ganic stand at the Farmers Market,
this information will give the team
solid ground to sell Moraga.

As an added bonus, if you
send your completed survey by Fri-
day, January 21, 2011 and provide
your email address, you will be el-
igible to win two tickets to the Cal-
ifornia Independent Film Festival to
be held January 28th-February 3rd
at the New Rheem Theatre.

New Housing Proposed for Rheem

By Sophie Braccini

he Moraga Planning Com-

mission is taking a look at a
proposal by Mike and Jim Knuppe
to build a residential subdivision
along Moraga Road, across from
the Rheem Shopping Center and
near their business, 5A Rent-A-
Space. The two-acre property, on
which some may fondly remem-
ber a bowling alley once stood, is
located in an area defined in Mor-
aga Municipal Code as a limited
commercial district. The owners
would need a conditional use per-

mit in order to build a residence.
The Commission held its first
study session on January 18.

The project, presented by ar-
chitect Galen Grant, would in-
clude 36-40 apartments and
townhouses. The owners envision
that the new development would
provide housing for the local
workforce and Saint Mary’s stu-
dents/staff.

In its staff report, the Plan-
ning Department highlights that if
the housing units were generally

available to all residents, it might
not meet the conditions that have
been placed on development in
this district. One serious consid-
eration would be the traffic impact
during peak hours. A project that
was exclusively for the Saint
Mary’s community or a senior
housing development would be
more compatible with the district’s
purpose.

“The project would include
a central area with a pool, a spa
and a garden,” said SA Marketing

Director Jenny Boyd, “it would be
surrounded by housing on all
sides.” According to the owners’
application, different development
options were studied over the past
years for that space, including a
full service hotel, a recreation fa-
cility, apartment buildings, and
self storage. “After thorough re-
view of the market and the pro-
jected financial feasibility of each
idea, it appears that a housing de-
velopment is the best use,” they
wrote.
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Library Lease and Service Agreement Not a Done Deal

By Sophie Braccini

avid Kruegel was angry.

The President of the Friends
of the Moraga Library, who finds in
unacceptable that decisions involv-
ing a public service be made with-
out public input, came to the
January 12 Town Council meeting
to oppose the approval of a new
contract that would redefine the re-
lationship between the Town and
the Contra Costa County Library
system. Kruegel believes that the
contract suffers from several short-
comings. The Council, despite

staff’s favorable recommendation,
opted to table the issue.

The agreement, in a nutshell,
would assign all of the costs associ-
ated with library facilities to the mu-
nicipalities, while the County
Library will provide 35 open hours
of library services. The new contract
would unify the legal relationship
between the Library and the serviced
communities. It was crafted by a
joint body of library staff and city
managers, including Lafayette City
Manager Steven Falk.

“It’s take it or leave it,” said
Jill Keimach, Moraga’s Town Man-
ager. She explained that the agree-
ment would improve a situation
where all the communities operate
under different contracts and that it
would make library costs more pre-
dictable for the town. “Right now
we supplement the cost of the serv-
ice (to offer more open hours to the
public) and that cost has been rising
sharply,” she said, “we will be more
in control if we are responsible only
for the capital and maintenance

costs of the building.”

Her conviction could have
won the Council’s approval, but
Kruegel’s opinion carries a lot of
weight in Moraga when it comes to
the library system. The dedication
of the Friends of the Moraga Li-
brary, their ongoing involvement,
and the contributions they make to
the programs run by the library,
make them partners whose position
cannot be overlooked.

After Kruegel voiced his dis-
agreement, it was clear that the

Council was not going to sign the
contract that night. “The Town owns
the building, pays for its mainte-
nance, and the library uses it to pro-
vide its services,” said Kruegel. “The
county does not pay rent to the town,
but instead provides services; the
problem is that what these services
consist of is not described clearly in
the contract.” Kruegel added that the
expenses of the first year were not
defined, and that no procedure was
identified to resolve disputes.
Moraga was the second com-
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munity, out of 25, to discuss ap-
proval of the contract; the City of
Martinez has already signed on.
“Other cities may have different
views. [ don’t see an upside to sign-
ing this tonight,” said Council
Member Dave Trotter.

The Council asked represen-
tatives of the County Library, Real
Estate Manager Dick Awenius and
Gail McPartland, Deputy County
Librarian, to get a consensus from
the remaining communities and
then come back to Moraga.

Setting Goals

Or, So much to do,

By Sophie Braccini

bout 20 residents joined the

12 town officials who con-
vened at 8 a.m. on a Saturday at the
Hacienda de las Flores to start set-
ting the goals for the Town of Mor-
aga. Finance Director Emily Boyd
confirmed that frugality is keeping
the Town’s operating budget bal-
anced, but that deferred infrastruc-
ture maintenance requires that new
sources of income be found. As res-
idents and community groups
began to elucidate their ideas, it be-
came clear that four hours would
not be enough to prioritize all of the
items; the goal-setting meeting will

so little time

reconvene on February 9 at 7 p.m.

The phrase of the day was
Bill Gross’s ‘New Normal® (re-
cently used by President Barack
Obama in a 60 Minutes interview).
“The new normal is Moraga,”
stated Town Manager Jill Keimach,
“Moraga has a very stable financial
situation, we have always been a
minimal government, and we need
to continue to appeal to the many
volunteers that have kept us lean.”
Nonetheless, Keimach believes that
meager resources should not stop
the community from having high
expectations. “That’s what moti-

vates us,” she stated in her opening
remarks, “and we will succeed.”
After Town staff and Mayor
Karen Mendoca listed their goals,
residents added some new ele-
ments. A partial list includes:
Claire Roth, speaking on behalf of
the Hacienda Foundation, asked
that the Town consider tearing
down the Casita and rebuilding it as
a community meeting room.
Dick Olsen, an MOFD board mem-
ber who spoke as a Moraga resident,
asked that the Town work on estab-
lishing an emergency response plan.
Former mayor Lynda Descham-

bault asked the Town to resume
work on the ridgeline and hillside
ordinance that was tabled when
Measure K was proposed for the
November 2008 ballot.

Ellen Beans, of the Moraga Citi-
zens Network, wondered why the
implementation of the Moraga Spe-
cific Plan was not listed.

Hollie Lucas-Alcalay asked that an
interim plan or retail ordinance be
defined for the Rheem Center.

For a complete list of goals
presented at the January 8th work-
shop, go to the Town website,
WWW.moraga.ca.us.

Catalonian Sheepd

-
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Ranger with owner Dianne Wilson
Photo courtesy Wilson family

S.Braccini

| t’s been a few months now that Ranger has been

hanging out at Moraga Royale with his owner,
Executive Director Dianne Wilson. She recently
entered him in the International All Breed Canine
Association (IABCA) show in Santa Rosa. Ranger,
to his owner’s surprise, took home six 1st place
metals, one 2nd place and one 3rd place. He also
won "Best in Show Puppy" and "Best in Show
Rare Breed."

Ranger is a Catalonian Sheepdog from the
Catalonian region of Spain. “We were on a long
wait list for about a year prior to his birth,” says
Wilson, “My son flew to Muskegon, Michigan and
picked him up when he was 13 weeks old.” The
Wilsons say that they knew from day one that
Ranger was special. He has been a member of their
family for a little over five months.

“I like watching Dog Shows,” says Wilson,
“however, Ranger and I had never participated in
one prior to that weekend. Winning was a big sur-
prise to me; I don't think Ranger was surprised.”

og from Moraga Wins Dog Show

Alex Gailas

Find out:

your home
value

or DOWN?

www.lafayettehouseprices.com

Experience and knowledge

call Alex Gailas
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925-254-7600

Office: 925-254-7600
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AG@AGRealty1.com

Search MLS at
AlexGailas.com

I Ca” me to

AG

Is this too young
to go to Cal?

Actually, it’s just the right age to get an eye exam at the University of
California Eye Center. And again at three years. And regularly after
that. (We developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play!) We're
part of the UC School of Optometry, and offer you LASIK surgery,

contact lenses, and an Eyewear Center with a vast collection of
designer frames, too. We take most insurance plans, and major

credit cards. It’s time for your whole family to go Cal!

U

UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week © www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020 . Free Parking with Appointments

NEIGHBORHOOD

COMPUTERS 455MORAGARD.STEH

MAC & PC REPAIRS & SUPPORT

WE'RE NOT GEEKS. WE'RE NOT NERDS.
WE'RE NEIGHBORS.

NEIGHBORHOODCOMP.COM

WHAT ARE YOUR 2011
Gwvn M B- 2w/ Y B A P S 750

TRESOLUTIONNT

IF YOU'RE RESOLVED TO CLEAN UP THE CLUTTER
S5A HAS GOT THE PERFECT SOLUTION!

You'ire: got problems; “Too Much Stuff"

_A

We e qof '&'sﬁ::ﬁn & Superior fervice!  Yowve got a 'Haﬁf.u.fr, 'QF_-:IT.:!HIIEH' E"ff .

We e got & colactuon; “Storage™!

)

.I r*- ;I [

TO START THE HMEW YEAR OFF RIGHT, SA HAS LOWERED PRICES OM

A LARGE SELECTION OF STORAGE UNITS. YVISIT OUR WEBSITE OR

OUR FACILITY AND FIND QUT MORE ABOUT SA'S “SUFPERIOR

CUSTOMER SERVICES™ AND NEW LOWER PRICES!

WHEN YOU

YISIT QUR FACILITY AND TAKE A TOUR, WE'LL GIVE YOU A FREE

ET. MARY'S GAELS RALLY ToweL!

g =
; ‘ :.:-E i

n -

B

UsE our FREE VAN TO
MOVE IN!

(LIMITED SLUPPLY

AAAAA

REIIT & SPACE -
‘ Store It Yourself & Save |

925-631-7000
WWW.S5ASPACE.COM

s & LARGE NUMBER OF WUNITE W MAKNY BITE CATEGORIES MOW WITH LOWER PRICES. CALL FOR ALL GETAILE




Page: A6 LAMORINDA WEEKLY

Civic News

Orinda

Public Meetings

ORINDRA

City Council Tuesday, February 1, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

City Council Special Meeting

Thursday, January 29, 7:00 pm
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, Orinda City Hall, 22 Orinda Way

Planning Commission  Tuesday, January 25, 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 26 Orinda Way

Traffic Safety Advisory Committee (TSAC)

Monday, January 24, 7:00 pm
Community Room, City Hall, 22 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
Chamber of Commerce:

* Police Report °
NRINDTA speed, guy was arrested for pro-

: e bation violation. Go figure.
Pm

www.cityoforinda.org
www.orindachamber.org

Drunk in Public, 1/5/11 A sixty-
something year old from Moraga
was barely able to walk on

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Door attack, 1/10/11 A suspect
broke a window out of the front
door of a Vianne Court home, in
what is presumed an attempt to
gain entry into the house. Sus-
pect was no match for the door
— 1 inch pry marks and what
looked like kick marks were ap-
parent, and the alarm system
that scared off the would-be
burglar. Estimated damage to
door, $2,000.

Speeding with guy on proba-
tion, 1/6/11 A 30-year-old
woman was caught going 44
m.p.h. in a 30 m.p.h. zone, she
also had a 28-year-old male
passenger in the car with her.
Turns out the fellow was on
probation and had a restraining
order against him — from the
driver. Gal got ticketed for

Camino Pablo — and was inter-
mittently stumbling into the
roadway. An officer stopped to
offer assistance and could smell
the overwhelming odor of alco-
hol. When breathalyzed — he had
a massive .32 reading — that’s
four times the legal limit. He
was deemed too drunk to care for
himself and was a danger to mo-
torists. He was taken to the Mar-
tinez Detention Facility.

Forgery, 12/27/11 A suspect
was stopped after leaving Peet’s
on Moraga Way after passing a
fake $20 bill. The fellow must
love his coffee — since he also
passed a fake $20 at the nearby
Starbucks. He was arrested and
had two more forged $20 bills
on him. No more latte’s for
you.

CANETTI’S BOOKSHOP

USED & NEW BOOKS
ALWAYS DISCOUNTED

OPEN EVERY DAY 10:00am - 6:00pm

(DOWNTOWN AT THE CROSSROADS)

“ORINDA’S HIDDEN GEM”

925.258.9076
39 MORAGA WAY
ORINDA 94563

Quiet Orinda Calls on Council to Address the Noise

By Andrea A. Firth
€€ es, I’'m back,” said Peter
Kendall, leader of the cit-
izen activist group Quiet Orinda,
as he addressed the Orinda City
Council at its first meeting of
2011. Kendall called on the
Council to provide another op-
portunity for the community to
debate and discuss the banning of
gas-powered leaf blowers in the
city. More than 150 residents
turned up last November when
the potential for limiting the use
of leaf blowers was before the
Council. At the conclusion of that
meeting, the Council voted unan-
imously against an outright ban.

Kendall stated that he felt
what transpired when the issue
was presented and discussed in
November was a “travesty.” “We
spent a year researching the issue
and submitted a 21 page report...
It deserves a proper hearing. That
was not what happened in No-
vember, and it has to happen
soon,” said Kendall. “We’re
going to place it back in your
hands. The status quo will not
continue. [ promise you that,” he
added.

Barbara Strass, another
Quiet Orinda member, seconded
Kendall’s plea for the Council to

revisit the issue and to propose
something that would be work-
able.

A third Quiet Orinda mem-
ber, Maya McBride, used the
words disappointment and shock
to describe how she felt about the
outcome of the November leaf
blower discussion. “I was disap-
pointed by the inaction and that the
Council did not find some middle
ground, or form a citizen’s com-
mittee, or find ways to listen to
those that are bothered,” said
McBride, “I was shocked by the
lack of suggestions.” McBride then
played several minutes of a tape

recording she made of the leaf-
blower noise that she hears in her
backyard on Saturday mornings. ‘I
will come back again and again on
this issue,” stated McBride em-
phatically as she concluded.

These comments were
made during the general public
forum segment of the City Coun-
cil which is reserved for residents’
comments on issues not on the
meeting agenda. Brown Act
guidelines prohibit the Council
from responding directly to or en-
gaging in discussion of items not
on the agenda and publicly no-
ticed.

--DIABLO MAGAZINE

Left on Southwaite No Longer

Residents will no longer be able to make
a left-turn or U-turn going southbound
on Moraga Way at Southwaite Court. The
turning restriction is confined to weekdays be-
tween 7:00 am. and 8:00 a.m. during the
school year. Left-turns and U-turns are also
prohibited southbound during that timeframe
on Moraga Way at Ivy Drive.

Expanding the left turn moratorium on
commuters heading south on Moraga Way in
the morning was recommended by the City’s
Traffic Safety Advisory Committee to stop
drivers from using Southwaite Court as a
pivot point to turn and head north to make a
right on Ivy Drive.

Southbound Moraga Way is congested
with traffic on weekdays as parents and stu-
dents make their way to Del Rey Elementary
and Miramonte High Schools. Many high-
school bound commuters use Ivy Drive to by-
pass the backlog near Del Rey as an alternate
route to the entrance of Miramonte High
School. With the southbound left-turn at vy
Drive already prohibited, drivers have used
Southwaite to turn the illegal left into a legal
right.

Sun Yoon, a soft spoken, even tempered

Court and Moraga Way, has been driven to
distraction by the many high-school bound
drivers that use his driveway for a three-point
turn on school mornings. He’s counted up to
150 cars entering the court between 7:00 a.m.
and 8:00 a.m. and implored the Council to
vote yes on no left. Marilyn Raia was also
among the several Southwaite residents who
requested the City Council approve the no-left
turn signage. The previous day, Raia had been
rear-ended in front of Mr. Yoon’s house by a
teen driver who was late for school.

The City Council unanimously ap-
proved the new signage with a vote of 4-0;
Council Member Steve Glazer was not pres-
ent. The Orinda Police Department will be
monitoring the intersection and issuing tickets
starting January 24th. The effectiveness of the
signage will be evaluated for a one-year pe-
riod.

“It’s really timely to do a study of the
overall traffic patterns on Moraga Way,” said
City Manager Janet Keeter. Council Member
Sue Severson requested that staff investigate
the viability of a traffic light at Ivy Drive and
revisit the idea of staggering the school start
times with the Orinda Union School District

Photo Ohlen Alexander man who lives at the corner of Southwaite
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New sign on Moraga Way

and Miramonte High School.

Orinda International Film Showcase
By Sophie Braccini

Efi Lubliner by the "Max Manus" poster at the Orinda Theater

Photo Sophie Braccini

Certified Green Builder

Haddon Heating & Cooling specializes in .
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January 28 will be the begin-
ning of something unique in
the Bay Area — the International
Film Showcase at the Orinda
Theater. Once a month and for
an entire week, Efi Lubliner and
Jo Alice Canterbury will bring
to the theater a foreign movie
that has appeared in film festi-
vals, has often won awards, that
both Lubliner and Canterbury
find exceptional, but that has
not found a distribution net-
work in this country. “Those
are films that you cannot see
anywhere else and that are not
available on DVD or Netflix,”
explains Lubliner, “and every
month, Lamorinda residents
will have about 20 showings
scheduled at the theater to enjoy
these gems.” The first movie is
Max Manus, which won Nor-
way’s 2009 best film Award and
was an Oscar submission.
When he is not managing
his computer company, EDC
System, on Golden Gate Way in
Lafayette, Lubliner can usually
be found in theaters or at festi-
vals. The Israeli-born business
man originally came to the U.S.
to make movies. Though that
dream did not materialize, he
continues to have a passion and
high expectations for the sev-

enth art.

Lubliner’s partner in
crime, Jo Alice Canterbury, is
no less knowledgeable about
movies. A former flight atten-
dant who traveled the world,
she was the Program Director
of the Orinda Film Festival be-
tween 2002 and 2005. She was
also captivated by Max Manus,
a movie that recounts the true
story of Norway’s Nazi-fight-
ing war hero. “Efi (Lubliner)
and I have very intense discus-
sions about movie choices,”
she says, “but we had a con-
sensus when we saw Max
Manus.” They are both volun-
teers and manage the project as
a non-profit, “it’s all a work of
love,” says Lubliner.

Each month, one of the
three screens of the Orinda
Theater will be made available
to the Showcase by the the-
ater’s managers, Jim Sheehan
and Tom Peterson. “They are
the ones who decide which will
be our week,” says Lubliner,
“and we want to thank them for
their support of our project.”

For more information and
tickets go to the web site
www.lfef.org or to the Interna-
tional Film Showcase page on
Facebook.

Please submit Letters and Opinions:
letters@lamorindaweekly.com
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Sleepy Hollow/MOFD Host Firewise

Workshop

By Lucy Amaral

From left: MOFD Fire Chief Randy Bradley; Firewise Communities Man-
ager Michele Steinberg; California State Fire Marshal (and former MOFD
Fire Marshal) Tonya Hoover; and MOFD Board President John Wyro.

For a complimentary market analysis
of your specific property, contact Frank today!

Frank Woodward

925.253.4603 Frank@FrankVWoodward.com
Orinda - Lafayette + Moraga

Specializing in
Lamorinda Fine
Homes & Property

Hollow, because first respon-
ders might not be able to get to
us (right away),” said Hill. The
Firewise program is a great way
to get the rest of the community
aware of how we can be the
first line of defense in stopping
a firestorm.”

Hill said a committee was
formed that night and the next
step will be for the group to be
trained by Chief Bradley on
how to assess homes for fire
safety. “We want to be able to

“You are wonderful! | will definitely call you again.

FREE 2 Hour

Computer
Service Call

schedule your
appointment!

| will refer you friends, for sure.”  Megan-Moraga

100% No-Risk Guarantee

We want our clients to be super-pleased - in fact, absolutely
delighted- with everything we do. So all of our work comes
with our ironclad, risk-free guarantee. What does that mean?
Simply this: If you aren't happy with our work within 14 days,
well do it over for free. If you're still not thrilled you can have
your money back. No questions asked. No hard feelings.
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the house fuel free and less of a
fire threat,” he said. Hill added
that he hopes by meeting with

€€ e are going to have
fires. It’s not if, but
when, therefore we must pre-
pare,” said Moraga Orinda Fire
District (MOFD) Chief Randy
Bradley during his introductory
remarks at a Firewise Commu-
nity Workshop held for the
Sleepy Hollow Homeowners
Association on January 12.

Bradley said that although
it has been 20 years since the
Oakland Hills Fire, the threat of
that type of conflagration is al-
ways there, especially in the
Lamorinda area. “Orinda has
the same type of construction,
fuel models and weather condi-
tions (as Oakland),” he said.
On the plus side, however, he
also said that Orinda homes are
spread farther apart, and the
community does have an ag-
gressive fire district.  With
neighborhood action to create
protective areas around their
property, he said the chance of
homes being destroyed by fire
lessens.

More than 60 homeown-
ers attended the workshop to
learn what they could do to
begin the process of becoming
a Firewise Community. Fire-
wise, a program managed by
the National Fire Protection As-
sociation, focuses on encourag-
ing communities to adopt a
long-term, proactive approach
to protect their homes before a
fire starts. Firewise offers
workshops and information to
help neighborhoods like Sleepy
Hollow develop and implement
their own fire mitigation pro-
gram.

Photo Lucy Amaral

Michele Steinberg, the
Firewise Communities Man-
ager, Wildland Fire Operations
Division, presented information
about the nature of fire, what
fires have taught them and what
individual homeowners should
do to protect themselves.

She emphasized that no
fire suppression system can be
relied upon to completely stop
losses from large-scale fires.
However, homeowners are the
best, first line of defense and
can start protecting their homes
well before a fire occurs. She
said a number of actions could
help reduce losses, such as
proper roofing materials, creat-
ing a fuel free area around one’s
home, removing dead trees and
brush, and using fire resistant
plants and building materials.

A goal of this workshop
was to form a Firewise Com-
mittee from members of the As-
sociation to spearhead the
process of developing their own
fire safety plan. Bradley said
that while the committee com-
pleted its efforts, MOFD would
be working on an official evac-
uation and warning system for
Sleepy Hollow and hoped to
have that ready in the next six
to eight months.

Wayne Hill, co-president
of the Sleepy Hollow Home-
owners Association, said the
event was organized to help get
information out about fire
safety.

“Our goal was community
awareness of how important it
is for us to be the first line of
defense — especially Sleepy

the neighbors one on one, they,
too, will want to join the com-
mittee and carry on the Firewise
work.

Bradley said the Sleepy
Hollow community is the test-
ing ground for the Firewise pro-
gram. If results are as
successful as he believes they
will be, he would like to take
this program to the other neigh-
borhoods in the District.

Thank you for
recycling this paper. It
is printed on at least
50% recycled material
and should be
recycled again.

McDonnell

Nursery

family owned since 1933

Trees - Shrubs - Vines - Annuals - Perennials
Vegetables - Containers - Statuary & Fountains
Indoor Plants - Decorative Items

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

Solid Waste Rates Likely

to Rise

By Andrea A. Firth

he Contra Costa County

Solid Waste Authority
plans to increase Orinda’s aver-
age customer rate by 9.3% due
in large part to the fact that res-
idents are producing less solid
waste. The Authority’s Execu-
tive Director, Paul Morsen, told
Orinda’s City Council that resi-
dents have heard the recycle
message and responded to the
financial incentive to move to
the smaller blue can contribut-
ing to a decrease in revenue for
the Authority. Both homes and
businesses have been reducing
waste and downsizing their
bins. A decline in home con-
struction and remodeling over
the past 18 months has also con-
tributed to a decrease in com-
mercial service revenue.

Orinda pays among the
highest rates of the jurisdictions
in the County serviced by the
Solid Waste Authority, only El
Cerrito and Kensington pay
more (see table). It seems that

the hills that are so dear to
Orinda’s residents are a large
part of the reason the waste
rates are on the high side.
Morsen explained that with
Orinda’s hilly topography, the
trucks pull fewer cans per route.
In addition Orinda has more
hard to serve areas that require a
special, small truck. There are
five of these small trucks
needed to service Orinda versus
just two needed for the rest of
the District.

Residential
32-Gallon Rate
Comparison
JurisdictionMonthly Cost ($)
Orinda 30.75
Martinez 27.45
Lafayette 24.98
Moraga 23.60
Concord 23.00
Danville 19.81
Walnut Creek 17.80

e e T T
ORINDA $1,499,000
Coming soon! 5BR 4+BA. East Coast tra-
ditional in the OCC. Don’t miss this one.
Durantini/VWendt 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE
4BR 3.5BA exquisitely remodeled cus-

tom. Lushly landscaped acre. | of a kind!
Jeannette Bettencourt

MORAGA $1,295,000
4BR 3BA Sanders Ranch home on a

1.01 lot. Fantastic space for entertaining.
Lana Fitzpatrick 925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,350,000
4BR 3BA Craftsman style on a private
acre Ivl park-like lot w/ in-law unit.

Maram Bata 925-253-4600

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600 W ﬁf'rfii'imr:':ﬁ‘T-‘l.TF
2 Theatre Square, Suite 21| | Orinda | 925.253.6300  prgpvr e e oo LLEADER

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC. DRE License # 00313415

$1,425,000 6.

925-253-4600

The Real Estate Firm People Trust
COLDWELL BANKER

Orindia

Top Ten Reasons to list Your Home
with Coldwell Banker

10. More than 100 years of tradition focusing on 100% client
satisfaction. Clients continually return to do business with
Coldwell Banker. We are your Realtors® for Life.

9. Gilobal leader in relocation services finding homes for
top executives moving to Lamorinda.

8. Full-time professional, experienced broker manage-
ment and administrative staff serving our customers.

7. Continually educating our sales force to raise the bar

for professional standards.

Extraordinary, explosive attention-getting marketing

strategies.

Full-time legal expertise and risk management support

for our clients and our Realtors for all transactions.

4. The industry leader in Internet marketing and technology
with millions of hits monthly on our numerous, highly-
ranked, well-visited sites.

3. Coldwell Banker Agents will assemble of team of
professionals to help stage and prepare your home to
maximize your sales price

2. Coldwell Banker brings more buyers to see your home.

And the NUMBER 1 REASON TO LIST
WITH COLDWELL BANKER ...
Our Realtors are the most respected and
trusted in the industry.

—a - gy ¥
ORINDA $699,000
3BR 2BA cul-de-sac in the Ivy Drive
area! Enjoy a lovingly cared-for garden.
Jim Ellis 925-253-4600

ORINDA $725,000

2BR 2BA nature lover’s retreat. Chalet
style home w/privacy and views.
Frank Woodward

925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,425,000
Coming Soon! 5BR 3BA. Prestigious Orinda
County Club. New Construction with views.

Camras/Brown 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE
5BR 4+BA 6,186 sq.ft. New construction.
Private setting on | | acres.

ORINDA $1,050,000 ORINDA $1,695,000
3BR 3BA. Splendid comb. of modern & trad. 4BR 4.5BA Mediterranean style. Attention
design. High-end Amenities throughout.  to detail. Hand made exterior features

Ana Zimmanck 925-253-4600 Alti Schmitt

$2,595,000

925-253-4600 The Beaubelle Group ~ 925-253-4600

All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity
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DRAINAGE =

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK p 925-258-9233
DECKS CELL: 510-847-6160
FENCES

a0k LANDSCAPE CoO.

LAWNS B JAY F

PONDS LUE JAY FELDMAN LICENSED
CLEANUP & OWNER/OPERATOR ges  INSURED
HAULING WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM W Lic# 818633

CLEANING
(925) 283-8744

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
We Pre-Spot, Scrub & Steam Clean Every Job

7 925-377-0977

Wednesday, January 19, 2011

New High Powered

Truck Mounted Equipment
EPA Approved Method Licensed-Bonded-Insured

WINTER SPECIAL

19% or

We Specialize In Carpet, Upholstery
& Area Rug Cleaning

Odor Control - Pet Urine Removal -
Oriental Rugs Flood Damage

Tile & Stone Restoration i
Residential ® Commercial

LA.MORINDA'S FAVORITE
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS
www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com

3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

MiICHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

p General Contractor
925.631.1055

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

i 681593

www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself pr .
goes into every job.” b I
Michael VerBrugge, ; “
Owner, ‘. EBB
Moraga Resident I

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST

REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

e Slipcovers ® Pillows ® Window Cushions
* Custom Upholstery ® Design Consulting
Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available ® Free Estimates By Phone

M.R.S.

e [Nel War T [rafbanarnship

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2
(925) 962-0579

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.
3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

It's no accident more people trust State Farm.
| Mike Rosa, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: OF45583
1042 Country Club Drive, Moraga
925-376-2244

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

P040036 02/04  State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

Cabinet Modifications

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
* Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet alterations/repairs
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925_827.1 093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman

www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet &
Millwork Contractor
#598395

ChameleonConsignmentcom
uality Consignment Furniture

&CUSTOM ’
AMAZING {}RHEE'R Sﬂ'fﬂS

inventory online

Lafayette 1e1- (925) 299 1994

Blackwood Lane

-y

HEY, I'M
STRUGGLING
OVER HERE!!
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v Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the
writers and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name and
town (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only), and should be 350 words or less.
email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail:

Editor:

The roads around my area have deteriorated so bad
over the last few years that I can barely drive to the
store without scraping the bottom of my car due to
potholes, poor patch jobs and uneven surfaces.
I'm not talking about speeding around like a race
car driver and exceeding the limits of the road,
I'm talking about having to drive way under the
speed limit and snaking around like I'm in a mine-
field in several areas to avoid leaving my exhaust
behind.

Bad roads cause alignment issues, tire damage and
unnecessary strain on engines and transmission.
Between our two cars, I'll probably spend $500
this year in tire alignments to correct the damage
done by our roads.

What can we do to convince the city that this
issue needs to be addressed?

Sincerely,
Mark Pitchford
Orinda

Editor:

The members of FAIR are in complete agreement
with Orinda Mayor Victoria Smith's comment re-
garding our emergency services when she said,
"the reasons that Orinda joined Moraga several
years ago to form MOFD are still valid." Those
reasons were that we wanted better service and, as
then-Mayor Sarge Littlehale stated, "We must
never again let the Supervisors spend $2.8 mil-
lion of Orinda's money elsewhere in the County,
ignoring Orinda's needs."

Unfortunately, best intentions have not quite
worked out as planned. Right off the bat, Orinda
taxpayers were subsidizing Moraga emergency
services by $700,000. Since then it has gotten
worse. Orinda taxpayers are still subsidizing
Moraga with $1,100,000 annually; $170 per
household (about the same amount that Measures
Q and E were going to cost to fix our roads).

In 14 years since MOFD was formed, Orinda tax-
payers have subsidized Moraga's emergency
services by $12 million (net of money used to
bring Orinda's equipment up to standards) and in
the next 10 years it is projected that the subsidy to
Moraga will continue to increase. By 2022 it will
be close to $3 million annually and an additional
$20 million will have been spent "elsewhere in
the County, ignoring Orinda's needs." Is this what
Orinda voters agreed to in 1997? When is the
subsidy so much that we need to take action?
We certainly have better service than we did in
1996 with a paramedic on every truck and our
own dedicated ambulance however there are still
service deficiencies.

In Sleepy Hollow and Orinda Downs, where 10%
of our residents live, emergency response times,
the crux of good service, are over 50% in excess
of acceptable standards. 30% of the fire hydrants
in Orinda are still sub-standard just as they were
when MOFD was formed. MOFD has nothing in
its long-range financial plan or strategic plan to
address these issues.

In conclusion, while MOFD provides good serv-
ice to Orinda, much better than we had before
MOFD was formed, the taxpayers are paying
more for the service and it is still substandard.
MOFD has proven that it has no intention of act-
ing on this as FAIR has been rebuffed for two
years and both MOFD and Moraga have told
Orinda Council Members, in a public meeting,
that Orinda taxpayers' subsidy to Moraga "is
Orinda's problem."

FAIR calls on the City Council to form its own
Citizens Safety Advisory Task Force to investi-
gate these issues and report back to the City
Council on its findings.

Diana Stephens
Orinda

Editor:

Municipalities across the country are facing se-
vere budgetary crises. Few are worse than those
right here in California. House prices continue to
fall around the country and will likely continue
their slide lower -- yes, even here in beautiful
Lafayette where at times homes can be in limited
supply in part because of wise zoning require-
ments put in place many years ago to ensure that
so many of our homes enjoy vistas of pristine
ridgelines or forested creeks. Nonetheless, econ-
omists will tell you that deflationary spirals like
that we are facing in housing are extremely hard
to getout of . . . yes, even here in Lafayette. And
as goes the local housing market, so goes the local
fiscal balance.

So when I read of the Lafayette Planning Com-
mission's rejection of the Polichio's proposed ad-
dition of a second story on my neighboring Lucas
Drive (Dec 22, 2010 issue) I thought it showed a
lack of consideration of the big picture of which
we are a part here in our little Burton Valley. Dr.
Joel Libove of Orinda pointed out (Jan 5, 2011
issue) how their decision hurts home values and
that protesting neighbors may actually be hurting
their own property values by preventing tasteful
home improvements in the neighborhood. I'd add
that eventually -- even in the face of CA's hor-
rendous Prop 13 -- higher nominal property val-
ues would help our state and local fiscal situation.
But the issue is deeper than that. It’s about what
economists call the "multiplier effect" of spend-
ing on projects like the Polichio's renovation. It’s
the boom for the guy that gets picked up to work
part-time on that job instead of filing an unem-
ployment claim, a boost for our beloved Ace
Hardware on Mt. Diablo when the workers run
over there to pick up a few extra supplies that ran
short on the job-site. And it’s a boost for every-
one from the owners of the gas station to the 7-
eleven in town. That is economics in a capitalist
system. And that is why overly strenuous zoning
and planning requirements make little sense at a
time when our national, state and local economies
have virtually no "multiplier" in them.
Recognizing that I have limited knowledge of
municipal planning and the host of issues that the
Commission faces in its difficult decisions to
keep our community and the semi-rural Lafayette
environment safe, natural, and generally a won-
derful place to live, I only wish to suggest that we
might reconsider the economic realities of the
day. You, Mr. and Ms. Commission Member, are
the multiplier effect that you thought was just
something you read or heard about in a Ben
Bernanke speech. And now is the time for you to
bend a little more than you might have five years
ago for the good of the Lamorinda economy.

Regards,
T.J. Connelly
Lafayette

Editor:

Moraga’s ridgelines are more at risk than ever.
Opponents of the 2008 Ballot Initiative (Measure
K, which would have protected ridgelines) argued
that ridgelines were already sufficiently protected.
Special interest groups heavily outspent local ef-
forts—and Measure K failed. Although the Gen-
eral Plan clearly states its intent to “protect
ridgelines from development”, Moraga has not
adopted clear policies to ensure our remaining

Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

ridgelines are left intact. The town’s attorney
clearly explains that without Measure K, the dis-
cretion to protect our ridgelines remains in the
hands of our elected officials. The Town Coun-
cil has full legal authority to decide and interpret.
We are fortunate to have our new Mayor Karen
Mendonca and other councilmembers who ran on
a clear platform to protect open space and ridge-
lines. Councilmember Dave Trotter has led a suc-
cessful effort to relocate proposed houses off of
the Rancho Laguna ridgeline. So far, Mendonca
has agreed to relocate half of the proposed ridge-
line homes to lower elevations where another 20
homes are already approved to be built. We are
hopeful that these leaders will use their discretion
and agree that “protect” means to relocate (or re-
move) the remaining six homes that are still pro-
posed on the ridgeline. If constructed, the homes
would require massive removal of as much as 24
feet of top soil—or the equivalent of lopping oft
dirt as deep as a two story home! Surely this is
not how our councilmembers will use their dis-
cretion to interpret “protect ridgelines”? If the
council were to decide to approve ANY ridgeline
homes to be built, the town’s ridgeline policies
would be rendered utterly meaningless and inef-
fective. It would set a precedent that leaves all of
Moraga’s ridgelines vulnerable to development.
Please let your elected officials know we are
counting on them to represent us on this impor-
tant issue. Let us take this opportunity to protect
all remaining ridgelines for future generations to
enjoy! Please note that this is not about stopping
all development. The Rancho Laguna developer
will still retain its rights to build the other 20 or so
approved homes. And more than 1100 other
homes have been recently approved and/or are
underway to be built in Moraga. Attend the Jan
26th meeting (7:30 at JM auditorium) and/ot
write to your elected officials.

Lynda Deschambault

Moraga

Editor:

Hello all. My name is Tony Knox. I am a Boy
Scout from Troop 246 in Moraga and I recently
completed my Eagle Project, the Veteran’s Me-
morial located at the Moraga Commons. This
Memorial will be part of Lamorinda for years to
come and [ am so glad that I had the opportunity
to be able to give something valuable to the com-
munity. However, I did not complete this project
alone. There were many others that helped me
along the way. I wanted to take this opportunity to
thank everyone who helped me with my project.
The project was very challenging, but I was able
to complete it with the support of the community
and my fellow Scouts. For everyone who gave
their time, guidance and financial contributions
to help me with my project, I can’t thank you
enough. I especially want to thank the members
of the Moraga Parks and Recreation Foundation
and the Military Officers Association, who
worked with me from start to finish. The Vet-
eran’s Memorial was made possible thanks to so
many individuals and organizations and I appre-
ciate the support so much. Thank you again.
Sincerely,

Tony Knox

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda or one of its
cities that requires more than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the
Editor, don’t despair! You can submit your letter to our Public Forum section.
Just send your letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com and let us know you'd like
to be considered for the Public Forum.

FURNACE MAINTENANCE

Call for details
Valid until 1/31/2011

ACS Air Conditioning Systems

www.ACSystemsInc.com ¢ License# 632329
SERVING LAMORINDA FOR 40 YEARS

Local 104 Union Shop

i1 10% Discount
ii  on Repairs -
i1 Call for Details. !

(925) 676-2103

turn to the expert/s‘“g

Please submit
Letters and
Opinions:
letters@
lamorinda

weekly.com
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By Conrad Bassett

\lyssa Johanson (14) takes a jumpshot

Lady Cougars

faskecball

—
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Kiara Harewood (1) shoots over Ruthie Shapiro (22) and Annie Ward (23)

he 2010-2011 Diablo Foothill
Athletic League girls’ basket-
ball season is in full swing.

Miramonte at Acalanes

Miramonte opened the sea-
son by traveling to take on
Acalanes. The Matadors jumped off
to an early 15-4 lead before the
Dons settled down and went on an
18-3 run behind shooting from sen-
ior Kiara Harewood and junior So-
phie Taylor. The Dons held the lady
Mats scoreless for four minutes in
the second quarter.

Not to be undone, Miramonte
fought back. Junior Taylor Kizziee
and senior Alyssa Johanson led a
run to take a 38-24 lead heading

Photo Doug Kohen

into the locker room at the half.

The Lady Dons made an
early run in the third quarter. Harri-
son hit two layups and Taylor a fol-
low shot to close the gap 38-30 less
than a minute into the period. That
run was as close as Acalanes got to
catching up. Junior Janine Loutzen-
hiser hit several of her five three-
pointers to give Miramonte a 61-44
lead going into the final period. Mi-
ramonte won 84-57.

Johanson led all scorers with
21, while Loutzenhiser added 17
and freshman Breanna Alford
scored 16. Taylor led the Dons with
14 points and 11 rebounds while
Harewood scored 13 to go with her
11 rebounds.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Laura Hickey (32) lays it in while Sophie Taylor (20) defends
Photo Doug Kohen

Acalanes at Campolindo

The Lady Dons hit the road
the next Friday traveling to Cam-
polindo to take on the Cougars.
After losing their season opener to
Dougherty Valley, Campolindo
won its first league game 61-44
over the Dons. Harewood scored
the first bucket of the game on a
layup, but Campo controlled it from
that point on, taking 17-9 lead to
end the quarter.

The Lady Cougars added to
the lead in the second. Senior
Amanda Forshay, junior Annelise
Ito, and sophomore Laura Hickey
provided both a solid scoring punch
and a pressing defense. Cam-
polindo had a 33-20 lead at halftime.

Campo scored the first eight
points of the third period and never
looked back, advancing their lead
to 17 after three periods. With little
left in the game, Forshay stole a
pass and made a layup to put an ex-
clamation point on the 61-44
Cougar win.

Harrison had another solid
game for the Dons with her second
double-double in a row—this time
finishing with 15 points and 11 re-
bounds while Taylor added 12
points and 12 rebounds. Cam-
polindo had a balanced attack led
by senior Annie Ward, with 13
points, and Hickey with 11. Fresh-
man Ashley Ewing added 10 points
and six rebounds.

Campolindo at Miramonte

Last Friday night, Cam-
polindo traveled to Orinda for their
first match-up of the season and it
came down to the final seconds of
the game. Both teams came into
the game with 2-1 records with
their only losses to first place
Dougherty Valley.

Kizziee opened scoring with
a baseline three point jumper and
the teams battled back and forth
with the Lady Mats leading 13-11
after one.

Loutzenhiser started the sec-
ond with another three for Mira-
monte and they opened up an 18-11
lead, which they maintained
throughout the period leading 29-22
at the break.

” 925-377-0977

women o basketball
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Portland
Jan. 29 - 2:00 PM

Send sports stories
and ideas to:
sportsdesk@
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e Remodels

e Additions

e Custom Homes
e Kitchens

e Baths
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FREE Professional Design Consulation
Client-focused quality, value
engineering and responsive delivery.

Just ask our clients!

Call 925-323-6582

email: nlgionet@Ilga-db.com www.lga-db.com

Campo made some adjust-
ments at halftime and came out
roaring. Forshay hit four quick
field goals and Campo had its first
lead of the game—a lead they
would never give up. Ito hit a rain-
bow three; Ward a steal and layup,
and Hickey a follow-up shot.
Campo outscored the Mats 20-6 in
the third period.

In the final period, Ito re-
bounded a shot, scored and then
drained another three to give
Campo a 51-40 lead. Ito fouled out
with four minutes to go.

Miramonte made a final
push. They forced some Cougar
turnovers to reduce the 11 point
deficit to one point. Ward hit the
front end of a one-and-one to end
the Miramonte run and give Campo
a 55-53 lead. Miramonte called a
time out with 4.5 seconds left in the
game. They ran a play but did not
score and Campo prevailed by the
55-53 score.

Ito finished with 10 points
and 10 rebounds while teammate
Forshay led the team with 12
points. Johanson led all scorers
with 16 and eight rebounds.

«“YORK

*Some restrictions apply.

New Year’s Resolutions

George C Tuck, founder of Atlas Heating Co. in 1908.

Replace My Furnace,

Stay Warm, Use Less Energy,

Save up to $725°

Call us now for a free estimate,
days, evenings or weekends.

“ATLAS

Heating and Air Conditioning Company

Since 1908
925-944-1122

www.atlasheating.com
Lic 489501

L ol o wempa Tl g

JUMBO Fixed Period Arms INTEREST ONLY
Up to $1,000,000 Up to $3,000,000
Interest Rate APR
3 Year Fixed 2.950% 3.750% 3.500% 3.750%
5 Year Fixed 3.500% 3.750% 3.500% 3.750%
7 Year Fixed 3.750% 3.750% 3.750% 3.750%
10 Year Fixed 4.750% 3.750% 4.750% 3.750%
Conforming to Conforming Jumbo to
$417,000 $729,750
30 Year Fixed 4.375% 4.525% 4.500% 4.625%
15 Year Fixed 3.750% 3.875% 3.875% 3.975%

For current rates call Kyle
at 925-314-5299.

“Providing Premier Loan products
and service from the most

experienced and solution-oriented
professionals in your community.”

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This compari-
son is based solely on estimated figures and information available at the time
of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying. DRE
License #01327738.

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant

Owner/Partner
DRE License #01111347

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

1\ 319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103
tone® astle opanvile, ca 94526
n ome A CA DRE Lic. # 01327738
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Saint Mary’s Wins Two at Home

.. continued from page A1l

Senior guard Mickey Mc-
Connell has emerged as not only
the team’s leader but as a serious
contender for WCC Player of the
Year. He won back to back
WCC Player of the Week
awards, winning the January 3rd
and January 10th awards and
was named the National Player
of the Week by TheHoopsRe-

Mickey McConnell (32) had 19 points against USF

Photo Tod Fierner

port.com for the week of Janu-
ary 3rd.

Saint Mary’s started the
conference schedule with easy
road wins over Loyola Mary-
mount and Pepperdine, winning
98-75 on January 6th against the
Lions and posting an 85-60 vic-
tory over the Waves on January
8th. McConnell led Saint Mary’s

with 21 points and eight assists
against the Lions, while junior
forward Rob Jones had 20 and
nine.

Against the Waves two
nights later, McConnell had 11
points and 15 assists and sopho-
more forward Mitchell Young
had 16 and nine boards. The
Waves played without the con-
ference’s leading scorer Keion
Bell, who had been averaging
20.9 points before going down
with an injured ankle.

The first home match of
conference play — against San
Francisco - was a lot tougher
game than expected out of a
team picked to finish sixth in the
conference. The Gaels led by
just six at the half, but a strong
second half effort fueled by a 7-
0 run to start the half shattered
the Don’s resistance.

McConnell finished with
19 points and four assists, while
Jones added 11 points and 10
boards. Dellavedova added 13
points and four assists of his
own.

Back to back threes from
Dellavedova, capped off with a
way-past-the-arc bomb with
7:10 left, propelled the Gaels to
their first double digit lead of the
night at 30-18.

San Francisco edged back
at 33-29 with 2:25 to go in the
half, but Saint Mary’s staved off
the Don attack for the rest of the
half and led 35-29 at intermis-
sion.

The Gaels exploded out to
start the second half on a 7-0 run
that took the fire out of the Dons.
Dellavedova found junior for-
ward Clint Steindl who slammed
home a vicious dunk with 18:48
to play that put Saint Mary’s up
42-29. Tt never got closer than 10
after that.

“I was hoping he was
going to the basket, I thought he
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was gonna settle for a three,”
Dellavedova chuckled after-
wards.

The Broncos had been
picked to finish fourth in the
conference, but put up little chal-
lenge as the Gaels won 84-59.

Six Gaels scored in double
figures, and McConnell led the
way again, scoring 18 points and
a game-high 13 assists. Jones
added 15 and nine boards.
Dellavedova had 10 points and
Six assists.

The two teams fought it
out in the early minutes, but a
three from McConnell with
16:20 left in the half gave the
Gaels a 9-5 advantage. A minute
later, McConnell fired another
three — this one from about 28
feet — that gave the Gaels a 14-5
lead with 15:25 to go.

With 50 seconds to go in
the half, Dellavedova crumpled
to the floor after colliding in the
paint on defense. But he started
the second half and finished the
game wearing a knee brace.

“He’s a really tough kid, so
I was concerned,” Bennett said
afterwards. “I was surprised he
came sprinting back out there to
start the second half... It re-
minded me of Willis Reed,” he
said with a laugh.

The Broncos couldn’t
muster a comeback in the sec-
ond half as the Gaels continued
their offensive barrage.

Saint Mary’s will play one
more home game —a matchup
with San Diego on Wednesday
at 7:30 — before embarking on a
three game road trip. The Gaels
will travel to Vanderbilt next
Saturday to take on the Com-
modores, before heading north
for games against Gonzaga and
Portland.
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Clint Steindl (11) hit four threes against SCU Photo Toa Fierner

SMC Gaels
Home Game Schedule

www.SMCGaels.com

Thu, Jan 27 WBB Gonzaga McKeon Pavilion 6:PM

Sat, Jan 29 WBB Portland McKeon Pavilion 2:00 PM

Thu, Feb 3 MBB PEPPERDINE McKeon Pavilion 7:00 PM

Sat, Feb 5 MBB LOYOLA MARYMOUNT McKeon Pavilion 5:00 PM

Wed, Feb9 MTEN San Francisco Timothy Korth Tennis Complex 3:00 PM

Thu, Feb 10 WBB Santa Clara McKeon Pavilion 7:00 PM
Schedule is subject to change.

Confirm at www.SMCGaels.com

Local Cheerleader Performs in London
Submltted by Karen Martin-Chang

Madeline Martin (front center) with her Campolindo Cheer team

Campolindo High School jun-
ior cheerleader Madeline

Photo provided

Martin traveled from Moraga to
London to cheer in London’s New

Year’s Day Parade. Martin was one
of 350 cheerleaders from the US
who performed.

Martin and other individu-
als invited to perform in the pa-
rade qualified for the trip after
being selected as an All American
at one of the summer camps
hosted by Universal Cheerleaders
Association (UCA). This is the
24th year that cheerleaders from
UCA have gone to London.

Upon her return, Martin said,
“I loved London, and the trip and
parade were an incredible, unfor-
gettable experience. As I marched
in the parade I felt so proud and
honored to be representing my
country.”
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Business Service Directory

www.lamorindaservicedirector

.Ccom

Pet sitting

Gardening

Underpinning

Construction

LOVABLE PET—SITTIN G

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish |l 5

’
4 Play-Time - Walks - Feeding
Tender-Care - House-Sitting - References

“restrictions apply

J. Limon Gardening

Vi Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation ¢ Remodeling

15 Years Experience
Lamorinda|

e

Linda Kucma (925) 746-4649

Sprinkler System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743

License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience
in Lamorinda

12x
$35
$45
$50

26x
$30
$40
$45

1x 6x
Blk&white: $45 $40
One color: $55 $50
Full color: $60 $55

Call 925-377-0977

design included, restrictions may apply
Offer your Services

Your ad will reach more then 23,000

homes and businesses in Lamorinda.

PINNING

BANERAL CONFRELTEN LIC. DEPERR

SULLOING FOUWDATIONS « LIFTMNG - LEVELING - STRRILITING

07 310-0602

Home Repair

Big & Small Jobs

Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201

e

Heating & Airconditioning

Construction

Pilates

NANIHEATING AND ARCONDITIONING INC

¢+ FURNACE INSTALLATION

¢+ CUSTOM FLASHING,

+ GUTTERS (COPPER, ALUMINUM, GALV.)
¢ SKYLIGHTS

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
925-726-7846

nanihvac@gmail.com

CALIC # 861745

ADDITONS & RENOVATIONS

DESIGN / PERMIT & BUILD SERVICES
FOUNDATION & FRAMING
RETAINING WALL
DECK, BALCONIE & SIDING
SOFT STORY EARTHQUAKE RETROFIT

More than 20 Years ot Experience
Civil Engineer Lic.#043437
General Contractor Lic.#564297

925-253-1000
SAFE ENGINEERING

S

EELL LY

Pilates

No Pain!
Personal Attention
Get Fit

= 925-708-3279

COREKINETICS Pilates Studio Orinda
« Free fitness analysis with first lesson

« Rehab your Sports Injuries/ Back Problems

« Custom workouts-all bodies welcome

« Private and semi private classes

« Certified for 20 years/teacher for 36
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Lamorinda Boys’ Basketball Splits

Rivalry Games
By Conrad Bassett

James Griffin (22) rebounds the ball over Carl King (11)
Photo Doug Kohen
] PN 7]
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1) wis the opening tip-off

Photo Jordan Fong

Carl King (11) shoots over Acalanes defender Noah Orlik (11)
Photo Doug Kohen

he three Lamorinda boys’

high school basketball teams
returned a combined three starters
from a year ago and the teams
looked to be balanced. The early
games of Diablo Foothill Athletic
League play showed just that. Mi-
ramonte, Acalanes and Campolindo
challenged each other the last two
weeks and each team split the ri-
valry series with one win and one
loss.

Miramonte at Acalanes

After playing much of their
pre-season schedule without sev-
eral of their top players due to
post-season football, the Mata-
dors traveled with a full squad to
Acalanes to open the league sea-
son on January 4.

The game proved to be a

close match. Senior Anthony Pi-
ganelli hit a basket early to get the
Mats on the board first. Dons jun-
ior James Griffin came back at the
other end to tie it early. Each team
led in the period before junior Ross
Anderson hit a follow-up shot to
put Miramonte up, 17-14.

The second period was nearly
arepeat of the first; they exchanged
leads early on. The Dons trailed by
four before a nine point run started
with a Griffin three. Miramonte
came back with a 7-0 run behind
Piganelli and sophomore Kiran
Shastri. Dons senior Michael Jack-
son recorded a traditional three
point play with 11 seconds left to
give Acalanes a 35-34 lead at inter-
mission.

The third period was just as
competitive. Griffin opened the

scoring with a three to give the
Dons a four-point lead, but the Mats
fought back. Senior Kazz Tamura
led another 7-0 run to give Mira-
monte a 49-43 lead to end the pe-
riod.

Miramonte looked like they
were ready to pull away with a 10-
point lead with less than seven min-
utes to go in the fourth quarter. The
Dons stormed back to cut the lead
to 57-55.

The Mats clung to a four
point lead when Anderson hit two
free throws with 1:46 to go. With
21 seconds left in the game, Griffin
hit a three to cut the lead to 61-60.
The Dons fouled Shastri after the
inbounds pass and he calmly hit the
front end of a one-for-one for a 62-
60 Mat lead. He missed the second,
but the Dons were unable to score
and Miramonte headed back to
Orinda with a two point win, 62-60.

Piganelli led all scorers with
20 points and seven steals. Ander-
son added 12 points and 12 re-
bounds. Shastri finished with 10
points. For the Dons, Griffin and
senior Stephen Collins each had 16.
Acalanes at Campolindo

Three days later the Dons
headed to Campolindo to take on
the Cougars.

Campo scored early and
often as they jumped off to a 15-5
lead after the first period.

The Dons slowly came back
in the second quarter. Griffin and
Jackson each hit threes before soph-
omore Griffin Piatt hit a layup for
Campo’s first points with 4:26 to go
in the second period.

Collins scored the next five
Dons points and by halftime, the
Dons had clawed all the way back.
Collins hit a three near the end and
the Dons led 24-20.

The third period saw another
back and forth duel as Campo sen-
ior Carl King scored 11 of his 17
points. At the end of three it was
knotted up at 36.

Griffin started out the last
quarter stealing an errant Campo
pass and making a layup. Piatt
came right back with a three and
Dons junior Kevin Huber answered
with his own three. Again, the
teams traded baskets to again tie at
47 all.

Senior Alan Hickey made a
shot for Campo to give them a 49-
47 lead and Collins answered with
a three for a Dons to give them the
lead. Collins added another three
and two free throws with 26 sec-
onds left to seal the deal; Acalanes
recorded a 57-51 victory. Collins
had a game-high 20 and Griffin
chipped in 14.

Campolindo at Miramonte

Campolindo traveled to Mi-
ramonte last Friday—looking to
avenge their season ending loss to
the Matadors in last year’s NCS
playoffs; and avenge they did, win-
ning 50 to 38.

Campolindo held Miramonte
from scoring a field goal for almost
seven and a half minutes to take a
17-5 lead after one period.

The teams went back and
forth in the second period and
Campo led 24-11.

In the third period, Campo
opened up the lead behind layups
from sophomore John Schmitz and
junior Robbie Wirth and with five
minutes to go, the Cougars had a
31-13 lead.

Piganelli made a steal and
finished with a layup and led an
11-2 run to get the Mats within
nine, but then Piatt hit a lay-up
and was fouled and the Mats
never got closer. Sophomore
Jack Evans ended the period with
a half court three at the buzzer.
Campo led 42-28.

The lead grew to 20 be-
fore the coaches freely substi-
tuted and Campo notched a
13-point win. King led Cam-
polindo with 13 while Piganelli
had 11 for Miramonte.

Send sports stories and ideas to:
sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Bay Area. We are a small store which lets us give you the attention needed for a more professional experience. We cater

e T

to residential & commercial customers, designer, contractors, and developers.

(925) 426-RUGS (7847)
S600-1 Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton, CA 94566

Licensa PEUETHT o Hoaredad * Brsmrnd mp oan 85 dilson

: —
CARPET « HARDWOOD ¢ LAMINATE ¢ TILE ¢ VINYL

Diablo Flooring Inc. is here to bring the best possible pricing with the most beautiful and complete installation to the

(925) 988-WOOD (9663)
1813 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Walnut Creek, CA 94596

VISIT OUE SHOWROOM OF SH:F-@H:Jmc-. WWW.DIABLOFLOORING.COM

$250
off"

= *Minimum 1,000 sq. ft.

Exp. 2-28-11

FREE ESTIMATES

Lamorinda Schools

OIS Art Teacher Trains Winning Artists

By Sophie Braccini

Marina Box's winning poster

ob Murtagh, President of the

Moraga Lions Club, believes
that Orinda Intermediate School
teacher Susan Weiss has a special
talent. For two years in a row, the
art teacher’s class has produced the
winning entry in the Lions’ Peace
Poster contest for Alameda/Contra
Costa County. Weiss herself praises
the creativity of her students and ac-
knowledges that the concept of the
contest, that makes student think
creatively about peace, has inspired
her. The 2010 County winner was
Marina Box, and the 2009 winner
was Natalie Vigo.

“The Lions runs a peace
poster contest every year in which
some 500,000 kids compete all
over the world,” says Murtagh,

il . =
Photo courtesy www.orindaschools.org

from Mrs. Weiss class won in our
district — Contra Costa/Alameda.
She just seems to be able to moti-
vate her students at a higher level.”
The whole idea of the competition
is to get students to think about
peace, its meaning and its symbols.
Each year the theme is slightly dif-
ferent, this year it was “vision of
peace.”

“When the Lions contacted
me four years ago I looked at the in-
formation they sent,” remembers
Weiss, “it was something different
than what I had done before, and a
great opportunity that got the kids
excited.”

“The beginning of the school
year starts with a drawing unit that’s
3-4 weeks long. Then I use the con-
test as the focal point for a long

process that builds to it, teaching the
use of six different mediums,” ex-
plains Weiss, “I have them do
peace-related things, then they put
the poster together. They do
sketches, a rough draft, and choose
mixed mediums according to the
contest’s restrictions.” This year,
she got 60 entries out of a class of
80 7th and 8th graders.

Weiss has a project-oriented
approach to teaching art. She has
been teaching at Orinda Intermedi-
ate (OIS) for 20 years and praises
the talent and focus of her students.
She believes that the Peace Poster
competition stimulates her young
students and she plans to continue
having her classes participate. The
winner of the District level wins
$100 for his/her school and gets a
gift certificate.

Both Stanley Middle School
and Orinda Intermediate partici-
pated in the competition. Stanley’s
posters can be seen at the Moraga
library (the Lafayette library was
not available) and the Orinda li-
brary displays the OIS posters.
The OIS entries can also be seen
on Susan Weiss” web page on the
school web site,
www.orindaschools.org/ois.

For an international perspec-
tive on the competition, go to lion-
sclubs.org and check the peace
posters finalists. Children from all
over the world will amaze you with
their creativity.

and for the past two years a student

Advertising

How Six Figure Income Families
Get Thousands of Dollars in Free
Money For College

Local man teaches free workshops
to help parents save thousands in process

Moraga---East Bay parents that are
planning on sending a child to college in the
next few years, but aren’t quite sure how to
pay for it can now rest a little easier. Gerna
Benz of Bay Area College Planners has
been educating families in the community
for over 15 years.

‘It’s really sad, but most parents that we
talk to have done real well financially, but
never found the time to save for college,
and now they’re facing a bill of $18,000-
$45,000 a year, and they don’t know who to
turn to,” he says. ‘Further, most of the time,
all they hear is to not even bother applying
for any aid because they make too much
money. However, most of the time, that is
simply not true even if they make a six-
figure income.’

Gerna would know, because his group has
worked with over 1400 families in the last 10
years ranging from single moms to corporate
CEQ’s, and they say they can help anyone
get through the process and save a bundle....
no matter how good of a student they have or
how much money they make.

‘I got started in this because [ was a very
good student, but no one told us anything
about how to access money for college, or
even how to pick a career...so I didn’t go
right away. But, I vowed that I would learn
the process and devote my time to helping
families not fall into the same trap that we
did. ‘Simply put, we show parents the truth
that they aren’t hearing anywhere else about
how the college process really works and
save thousands of dollars in the process.”
Lamorinda parents will have an opportunity

to hear Gerna speak. He is teaching his
class ‘How to Give Your Kid a 4-Year
College Education Without Going Broke!”
on Thursday February 3rd at the Moraga
Library located at 1500 St. Mary’s Road,
Moraga, CA 94556 from 6:30pm-8pm.

‘We’ll discuss everything from the
greatest myths about the college process, to
how to send your student to a fancy private
school for less than the cost of a junior
college...it’ll be like learning how to get a
brand new Lexus for the price of a used
pick up truck,’ he grins.

Topics will also include why private
scholarships and 529 plans are a waste of
time, how to double or even triple the
amount of free money you receive from
each school, and how to avoid the one
mistake that will kill your chances of
getting any money at all that almost every
other parent will make and much, much
more.

‘They will learn a ton, and I do my best to
make the class fun,” he says. ‘It’s like I'm
giving them a super bright flash light to
navigate a pitch black cave, while all the
other parents continue to stumble around
blindly! ‘Don’t forget: the class is totally free,
but seats are limited. Also, we are not sure
when we will be teaching these classes in the
East Bay again since my February and March
calendars are already filling up, so come on
out and see me.' You can reserve a seat online
at www.baycollegeplanners.com or by
calling our 24 hour reservation line at
(877) 924-3726.
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Acalanes High School « Bentley School ¢ Burton Valley ¢ Camino
Pablo Campolindo ¢ Contra Costa Jewish Day School * Del Rey
Donald L. Rheem ¢ Glorietta « Happy Valley ¢ Joaquin Moraga

You're invited to see

January 26, Tpm
January 27, 3:30am

mvpcloday.org.

RACE TO NOWHERE

al Woraga Yalloy Presbytaran Church

No cost, but please register your
attendance on our wabsite

|98 Moraga alley Ln_ Moraga. CA 25,376 4800

1

RALE TU NOWHL

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Submit stories
to schooldesk
@lamorinda
weekly.com

Robotics Team puts Heart and Soul

into Work

By Cathy Dausman
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It’s twice the size of a toaster
oven, has eight wheels, more
than 20 gears and weighs about 30
pounds. It can climb a ramp, bal-
ance on a see saw, pick up and sort
plastic piping and turn on a dime.
It’s powered by a 12-volt Lego
motor and laptop computer, but the
real power behind this mechanical
wonder is the team of Campolindo
High School juniors Austin Chiao,
Maks Tsvetkov and Sammie Wang.
The trio comprises the upper class
Robotics team they named
Tsvetkov e Droozie (Russian for
“Tsvetkov and friends”). They
named the robot Sputnik.

The students, along with
sponsor math and physics teacher
Nita Madra, are members of the
Campolindo High School Robotics
club. They compete in FIRST Ro-
botics competitions, a nationwide
science and math program devel-
oped in 1989 by Segueway inventor
Dean Kamen. According to its
website  http://www.usfirst.org/
more than 51,000 high school stu-

Tsvetkov, Wang. and Chiao behind "Sputnik" and tr_ophies Photo Cath;/ ISéusman

dents on 2,070 teams across the
U.S. are involved. The robots and
their student-creators compete
against other FIRST robots to com-
plete timed tasks within a 12 by 12
foot arena.

Campolindo is currently the
only school within the Acalanes
Union High School District to have
a Robotics club. Campolindo also
has a second team, comprised of
sophomores Laura Gustafson, Ryan
Morelli, and Matthew Stickle. Now
in its fifth year, the club was formed
when Madra attended a summer
FIRST workshop hosted by the
NASA Ames Research Center.

On a recent Friday afternoon,
as the school empties for the week-
end, Chiao, Tsvetkov and Wang
gather in room D-9 to refine their
robot’s skills. Atop interlocking
sponge rubber mats on the floor
they place a ramp, a see-saw, a PVC
pipe dispenser and receptacle.
They boot up a laptop programmed
in C++ language and grab a video
game controller. Sputnik wheels,

whirrs and comes to life.

After building their robot in
the fall, the team attended arca
competitions. Paired with another
robot, the robot alliance earned
points for successfully completing
tasks in the best two of three
rounds. The club has earned sev-
eral awards, including the Winning
Alliance and the PTC Design
Award. Most recently they won the
Rockwell Collins Innovate Award
(the club’s second), the second most
prestigious award. They strive to
earn the top Inspire Award. On De-
cember 19th, they won the North-
ern  California  Championship
Tournament, making them lottery-
eligible for a slot at the FIRST Ro-
botics Championship in St. Louis,
MO in April.

Madra says these students are
“the most organized and focused”
group she’s seen come out of the
club. So focused, she says, that she
sometimes has to remind them to eat.

“It’s addicting. It’s fun,” says
Wang, but just try to pin them down
on their time investment. Cautions
Tsvetkov: “don’t ask.” Biomedical
Engineering or Biology seem likely
college tracks.

Chiao, Tsvetkov and Wang
hope to mentor a similar middle
school program later this year.
They’ve come so far, Tsvetkov
stresses, only “because of the Par-
ent’s Club [which provides fund-
ing], Ms. Kitchens, Ms. Madra and
Campolindo High School. Princi-
pal Carol Kitchens returns the com-
pliment: “Max, Sammie and Austin
possess three qualities that have
made their team successful: intelli-
gence, a strong work ethic and the
ability to follow through.” This
robot team has plenty of heart.
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SCHOOL CALENDAR

Acalanes Union

High School District

Board Room AUHSD Office
1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

Wednesday, February 2, 7:30pm

Lafayette School District
LAFSD Office

3477 School Street, Lafayette
Wednesday, February 9, 7pm

Wednesday, January 19, 2011

Lafayette Elementary * Los Perales ¢ Miramonte ¢ Orinda Academy
Orinda Intermediate ¢ Saklan Valley School ¢ Sleepy Hollow
Springhill « Stanley Middle ¢ St. Perpetua School « Wagner Ranch

Orinda Union School District
OUSD Office

8 Altarinda Road, Orinda
Monday, February 14, 4pm

Moraga School District
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium

1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

Tuesday, February 8, at 7:30pm

Registration for Lafayette students entering Kindergarten for the 2011-2012 school year will take place
January 25-26; Orinda’s registration will be February 7-10; and in Moraga, registration will be March 3-4.

Lafayette - January 25-26 at the
following schools and times:

Burton Valley Elementary
9-11amand 1-3pm
561 Merriewood Drive, 927-3550

Happy Valley Elementary
8:30-11:30am and 1-3pm
3855 Happy Valley Road, 927-3560

Lafayette Elementary
9am-noon
950 Moraga Road, 927-3570

Springhill Elementary
9-T1am
3301 Springhill Road, 927-3580

Information regarding registra-
tion requirements and atten-
dance areas is available at
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us.

Orinda - February 7-10 from
9am-1pm at these schools:

Del Rey Elementary
25 El Camino Moraga, 258-3099

Glorietta Elementary
15 Martha Road, 254-8770

Sleepy Hollow Elementary
20 Washington Lane, 254-8711

Wagner Ranch Elementary
350 Camino Pablo, 258-0016

Information regarding Orinda
registration requirements is
available at
www.orindaschools.org.

Moraga - March 3-4 at these
schools and times:

Camino Pablo Elementary
9-11:45am, and 1:15-3:00pm
1111 Camino Pablo, 376-4435

Los Perales Elementary
9am-2pm
22 Wakefield Drive, 631-0105

Rheem Elementary
9am-2pm
90 Laird Drive, 376-4441

Information regarding Moraga
registration requirements is
available at
www.moraga.k12.ca.us.
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Family Focus

One More New Year’s Resolution

By Margie Ryerson, MFT

57 ou may be busy following
through with your New

Year’s resolutions right now (or
postponing them like some of us).
When we make a New Year’s reso-
lution we often think of trying to ac-
complish something concrete such
as losing weight, exercising regu-
larly, or saving more money. I’d
like to urge you to consider a dif-
ferent goal, for your own sake as
well as your family’s, and that is to
consider how well you treat your-
self emotionally. I see individuals
who consistently give of their time
and energy to others, who are de-
voted parents, spouses, children to
aging parents, and overall good
people, but who fail to give them-
selves adequate emotional support.

Many people in our commu-
nity have high expectations for
themselves. While it is important to
aim high, it is also important to rec-
oncile what is possible and what is
not. Some individuals struggle with
feelings of inadequacy or inferior-
ity simply because they don’t give
themselves enough credit or be-
cause their expectations for them-
selves are too high. They may be
quick to find fault with themselves,
but very slow to embrace the idea
of “good job,” or “good for me,” or
“I really admire these qualities in
myself.” Sometimes they learned as
children that it was being conceited
or boastful to think highly of them-
selves. But quietly thinking we are
good people in many ways is not at
all the same as bragging to others or
showing off.

One former client was a suc-
cessful professional in her field. She
had a loving husband, a bright well-
behaved child, good health and fi-
nancial security. “Ellen” had a
binge-eating problem and con-
stantly weighed fifteen pounds
more than her goal weight. The root

of her problem, however, wasn’t
her inability to control her eating or
her obsession with her weight.
Rather, she had a head full of nega-
tive thoughts about herself. She
grew up in a family where her
mother had been very demanding
and quick to criticize. Ellen admired
her mother, an attractive woman
and an accomplished musician.
Early on, she internalized her
mother’s messages that she wasn’t
pretty enough, smart enough, popu-
lar enough, and so on. Ellen grew
up feeling that she was a huge dis-
appointment to her mother, and she
continued to find fault with herself
long after her mother’s death.

Ellen’s challenge in therapy
was to change the focus from her
fixation on her weight and overeat-
ing to her underlying feelings about
her mother and herself. She needed
to recognize the hurt and anger she
experienced as a child, and how her
earlier perceptions and experiences
continued to affect her self-concept.
Eventually, as Ellen gained insight
and increased feelings of worth, she
was able to consciously practice
treating herself well emotionally.

Frequently, personal dissatis-
faction also extends to others, espe-
cially to members of one’s family.
A person who has negative feelings
about himself (or herself) often
tends to project these feelings onto
those around him. He may be more
short-tempered and critical of his
spouse and children. He may try to
take too much control of family
members and situations in ways
that provoke resentment and alien-
ation. His attitudes and behavior not
only make his life less satisfying but
they create rifts in his closest rela-
tionships. And, as we saw in Ellen’s
case, a parent’s attitudes and actions
often have a profound effect on his
children’s self-esteem.

If you aren’t treating yourself
well enough emotionally, it is es-
sential to recognize the conse-
quences this can have on your
children and family. Children
model themselves after their par-
ents, both positively and negatively.
When I work with a highly self-crit-
ical teen or young adult, often one
or both parents in the family are
also very demanding of themselves.
It is important to turn around self-
disparaging messages so that you
can acknowledge all the positive ef-
forts you make and the admirable
qualities you possess. An old book
that is still popular, How to Be Your
Own Best Friend by Mildred New-
man and Bernard Berkowitz, is a
wonderful guide for treating your-
self with the same kindness and
care you extend to others. If you
don’t feel quite “good enough,”
make it a priority for the New Year
to give yourself the emotional sup-
port you deserve.

Margie Ryerson, MFT,

is a marriage and family thera-
pist in Orinda and Walnut Creek.
Contact her at 925-376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com.

She is also available for parent-
ing consultation.
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Youth Ink 2011

A middle-school writing contest to support literary arts
Submitted by Lisa Rodriguez

he Orinda Junior Women’s

Club (Orinda Juniors) is
pleased to announce details for
Youth Ink 2011, the annual cre-
ative writing contest open to all
sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade
students who live or attend school
in Orinda. The Youth Ink 2011
theme, But if You Really Knew
Me, was chosen because it encour-
ages highly personal writing and
lends well to open style choice.

Organizers say the first rule
is - you can write about anything
you like: Real or imaginary. Ask
yourself: “What am I like when |
am just me? How am [ different
from who my friends and peers
think [ am? Do I have a dark side?
Am [ afraid of it? Or, am I really
sweet underneath and don’t want
others to find out? Am I really
who they think [ am? Hey, what is
everyone else hiding?” There is no

limit to your imagination, just re-
member to have fun, whatever you
write about, and we will enjoy
reading it too.

“We can’t wait to see how
Orinda’s talented youth writers
will approach this year’s intriguing
theme,” said Molly Griffin-Wil-
son, president of Orinda Juniors.

Generous co-sponsors of
Youth Ink 2011, including The
Orinda Association and The
Orinda Community Foundation,
have made it possible to provide
impressive prizes:

- $250 for 1st place, $125 for
2nd place, $75 for 3rd place

- 10 honorable mention gift
certificates worth $25 at
Orinda Books

A panel of four local profes-
sional writers, including reporters
and best-selling novelists, will eval-
uate submissions and choose win-

ners. The judges’ names will be
shared when the winners are an-
nounced at an awards ceremony at
the Orinda Public Library on Thurs-
day, April 28, 2011, at 6:00 p.m.
Youth Ink 2011 submissions
will be accepted on an ongoing
basis but must be hand-delivered
to a designated school representa-
tive or postmarked by Feb. 18,
2011 and mailed to Orinda Junior
Women’s Club, Post Office Box
40, Orinda, CA 94563 in order to
be considered for an award. Youth
Ink 2011 submission forms are
available through the administra-
tive offices and English depart-
ments at Orinda Intermediate
School, the Orinda Public Library,
St. Perpetua School, Orinda Acad-
emy, Bentley School, Saklan Val-
ley School, Athenian School and
Julia Morgan School for Girls or
online at www.orindajuniors.org.
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Cahfornla Independent Film Festlval—What s in it for You?

By Andrea A. Firth

f you have never gone to an in-
dependent film festival, here’s
your chance. The 13th Annual Cal-
ifornia Independent Film Festival
(CAIFF) will be held at the New
Rheem Theatre in Moraga from Jan-

uary 28th through February 3rd.
“The first thing to do is to take

CAIFF Supports the Local
Film Connection

a look at the Festival Lineup [avail-
able at www.caiff.org],” says Derek
Zemrak, the President and founder
of the CAIFF. “The lineup is your
roadmap. You can pick and choose
what you are interested to see. It’s a
la carte.” Attendees can purchase a
pass for the entire Festival, but most
buy tickets to individual features or
showcases, like buying a ticket to a
movie.

When Derek Zemrak launched
the California Independent Film
Festival (CAIFF) 13 years ago, there
was only one other independent
film festival in the East Bay. As an
independent filmmaker, Zemrak
knew how difficult it was to make
an independent film and how im-
portant it is for the film to be seen.
He started the CAIFF to provide
an outlet for indie films and cre-
ated the Bay Area Showcase to
support the work of local film-
makers. The East Bay film produc-
tion industry is very active, notes
Zemrak. The CAIFF received about
80 local film submissions from
which the selection committee
identified twenty to be screened
in the five Bay Area Showcases on
the Festival schedule. A. Firth

Attending the CAIFF is like
seeing a movie “with benefits.” The
filmmakers and members of the cast
and crew of several of the features
and shorts will attend the Festival
and question and answer sessions
will be conducted following some of
the screenings.

“One of the greatest things
about the Festival is having the op-
portunity to ask the director or pro-
ducer questions directly about his or
her work,” say Zemrak.

There is something to peak
the interest of everyone among the
80 films to be screened. Not sure
where to start? Here are some ideas
from Derek Zemrak:

Star Gazers
For $25, you can attend the

The 5th Quarter
Opening Night Feature Film

Photo provided

The last time Joel McDonell was inside the Rheem Theatre he was
probably grooving to the techno tunes of the group Techtronic and
the hip hop hits of artists MC Hammer and Vanilla Ice. That was in 1991,
when the East Bay native attended his senior ball, which was held on
the stage in the main theater. McDonell will be returning to the main
theater on the opening night of the upcoming California Independ-
ent Film Festival, but instead of dancing with his high school pals, he
will be there to watch the evening’s feature film The 5th Quarter. Mc-
Donell is the Associate Producer of the film. The film's producer, di-
rector, and writer Rick Bieber and lead actor Ryan Merriman will also
attend the opening reception and screening.

“It's a classic, inspirational football story,” says McDonell. The 5th
Quarteris based on the story of Jon Abbatte, who dedicated his Wake
Forest football season to the memory of his younger brother Luke
who was tragically killed in a car accident. It's a very accurate portrayal
of the real life events, says McDonell. And there is a chance there will
not be a dry eye in the theater at the end of this movie about faith,
family, life, and love.  A. Firth

Adult Beginner Ballet
A Documentary by Michelle Ortega

"Come out. Don't be afraid. I'm not going to bite;"says Kathy Mata cajoling
her adult ballet students to take their places on the dance floor . The docu-
mentary Adult Beginner Ballet, will be shown during the Documentary

Showcase at the CAIFF on Saturday, January 29th. Photo provided

“| did not have very much interest in ballet when we started the proj-
ect,"admits Jason LaBatt, “But by the time we finished filming | gained
areal appreciation for the hard work and perseverance that ballet re-
quires.” LaBatt did most of the filming and all of the editing on the
documentary Adult Beginner Ballet, which will be shown at the Cali-
fornia Independent Film Festival (CAIFF). LaBatt’s wife, Michelle Or-
tega, is the producer and director of the film, and together they own
and operate North Beach Digital, a video production company based
in San Francisco.

LaBatt will be returning to his roots when he attends the CAIFF
screening of the documentary. He grew up in Orinda, attended Glo-
rietta Elementary and Orinda Intermediate School (OIS), and gradu-
ated from Miramonte High School (class of 1988). He credits a film
production class with Mrs. Boomgarten at OIS for his first exposure to
the world of movie making. “We were probably using VHS cameras
back then,"LaBatt adds with laugh.

Adult Beginner Ballet is Ortega’s first independent documen-
tary and the subject is close to her heart. Ortega has taken adult bal-
let classes for the past four years, and the film follows her teacher
Kathy Mata at work with Ortega’s classmates at the Alonzo King Lines
Dance Center in San Francisco. Ortega wanted to make the docu-
mentary to further explore her own unique experience of tackling
ballet—a discipline typically confined to the young and supple—in
midlife."There are all levels of ability in class,’ says Ortega, and the stu-
dents range in age from twenty-somethings to Medicare recipients.
“It's amazing to see the improvement adults make, watching them
master a skill like a pirouette!’ Ortega hopes the film will motivate oth-
ers to believe that they, too, can dance.  A. Firth

Friday night opening reception on
January 28th and see the feature film
The 5th Quarter. Mix and mingle
with the stars including Ryan Merri-
man (lead actor in The 5th Quarter),
Rick Bieber (director of The 5th
Quarter), Donny Most (remember
Ralph from Happy Days?), and Lou
Diamond Phillips (star of La Bamba
and other films), and many others.
Prefer the sidelines to the direct ap-
proach? Get to the theater by 5:00
p.m. on Friday with your camera or
pen and paper for autographs, and
watch the stars walk the red carpet
into the reception. Catch the stars
again at the Gala Slate Awards on
Sunday, January 30th and Lea
Thompson at the closing night re-
ception and screening of her movie
Mayor Cupcake on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 3rd.

Getting in the Biz

“We have two very good sem-
inars for people interested in film-
making,” says Zemrak. “Jana Sue
Memel will talk about what makes
a great short film. She’s won three
Academy Awards for her work and
has been nominated a total of 13
times. There is no one who has re-
ceived more nominations.”

“And for musicians and any-
one interested in producing music,
Ken Parks from MTV and Matt
Kierscht, who has done just about
everything in the music and film in-
dustry, will talk about how to get
music in film and television. These

are great opportunities to learn from
and ask question of experts in the
business.”

Saturday, January 29th, 10:00
a.m. and 12:00 p.m.
Keep it Short

“Every filmmaker starts with
short films. George Lucas started
with short films,” says Zemrak. “It’s
less expensive but more difficult
t00,” he adds, comparing the process
to the writer’s challenge of econo-
mizing words when crafting a short
story. “In a short film, you have to
tell the story, beginning, middle, and
end, succinctly. There’s no room for
fluff. The CAIFF always has a great
selection of short films to watch. We
have had an Oscar-nominated short
in the lineup for each of the last five
years.”
Shorts Programs, Saturday, January
29th at 10:0 a.m. and 1:45 p.m., and
Sunday, January 30th at 10:00 a.m.
For the Younger Set

“We always have a Children’s
Showcase. It’s important for chil-
dren to learn about film. It exposes
them to different cultures and ideas,”
says Zemrak. The hour-long Chil-
dren’s Program includes eight shorts
films from three to 13 minutes in
length.

Saturday, January 29th at
12:15 p.m.
Pick a Winner

“All of the films shown at the
CAIFF are quality films,” says Zem-
rak. But there is a lot to choose from;

so let the festival judges help to nar-
row your selection. Check out the
CAIFF website to see which films
the judges have nominated for “Best

of” in variety of categories includ-
ing Picture, Short, Animation, Doc-
umentary, Director, Actress, Actor,
and more.
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www.starpilates.com

Our biggest sale of the year!
We’re making room for new inventory which means
huge savings for you!

50% off list price on in-stock Howard Miller
Grandfather Clocks (40% off special orders)
20% to 40% off selected furniture
30% to 50% off selected items throughout the store!

in Lafayette’s LaFiesta Square

Celebrating 35 years!
971 Moraga Road

925.284.4720
www. ClocksEtc.net

’39

One month
trial offer

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga, Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

925-376-7500

WINE COUNTRY

VISIT OVER

- 40

--*WINERIES!'
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$45 in advance; $55 at the door
lodiwineandchocolate.com | 209.365.0621

SAVE $10 WITH PROMO CODE: W&CFUN
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Sean Carroll

Loan Officer

925.275.3129

seanc @bankofcommercemortagage.com

CA DRE # 01077654
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BEB bank of choice.

Is a Reverse Mortgage Right for You?

¢ Retirement Income | Government Insured | No payments
* Tax free proceeds | Pay off debt | Estate Planning

* Pay off existing mortgage | No income or credit documentation
e Limited time $0 origination fee - $6,000 savings

e Call for additional advantages and our free brochure!

Call today to see how much you can qualify for and additional details!

Home equity is required. Equal Housing Lender. CA Dept of Real Estate License #01218426

925-377-0977
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Become Healthy Once and for All

« Personal Plans « Weight Loss - Graceful Aging
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.| New Location! 251 Iafayette Circle #240, Lafayette

Slides on Slopes

... continued from page A1

The financial impact of
sliding varies depending on the
number of incidents. Mercurio
indicates that each slide costs
her department between $3,000
and $5,000, and that the aver-
age yearly cost is $25,000. The
responsibility for the slide falls
on whoever owns the land. “If a
slide damages a public road the
city will respond and take ap-
propriate action to either get the
road open or close the road until
a plan can be formulated,” says
Swanson, “Generally a slide
will impact the road and the
properties above it and below it.
Responsibility will usually be
determined after a geotechnical
analysis has been performed.”

Knowing the geological
conditions of a terrain is key to
evaluating the risk of slide. For
example, the recurrent erosion
in Bollinger Canyon happens
because the cliff has alternating
layers of sandstone and shale.
The shale weathers at a differ-
ent rate than the harder sand-
stone layers. While the
sandstone retains its structure, a
layer of shale behind it may
weather away and undermine

the sandstone, causing that por-
tion to slip off. This type of
slope failure typically results in
moderately small areas of
break-off at a time. “Since my
crews are aware of this, we do
monitor this roadway for debris
on a regular basis, as do the po-
lice, and the residents are very
helpful in calling the Town if
they notice it first,” says Mer-
curio.

Warning signs: Watch for
rocks and other debris coming
down off a hillside. Look for
cracks in a road surface that
form a semi-circle.

In the event of a slide, contact:
Lafayette: Public Works hot-
line, 299-3259, during busi-
ness hours. After hours or in
emergencies call police dis-
patch at 284-5010.

Moraga: 888-7026 during
business hours; after hours
call police dispatch, 284-2479.

Orinda: Call 253-4231 during
business hours; after hours
contact the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment at 646-2441.

Valet Parking - Coming Soon to Theater Square?

By Sophie Braccini

The parking spaces in front of Theater Square could become a drop-off

zone for valet parking

As he developed a business
plan with partner Michael
Karp, Table 24’s Victor Ivry envi-
sioned valet parking at the bottom
of the stairs that lead to the new
restaurant at Orinda’s Theater
Square. But the city did not have
an existing policy that defined this
type of amenity and a procedure
had to be drafted. This text, sup-
ported by the Orinda Chamber of
Commerce, opens the door for
other businesses wanting to offer
the same service.

The only place that provides
valet parking in Orinda is Casa

Photo Rob Lucacher

Orinda, using its own parking lot.
What Table 24 proposed is different.
Karp and Ivry approached the town
with a request to use public parking
spaces for drop-off and pick-up out-
side Theater Square. “The city did-
n’t have a policy to regulate the use
of on-street parking for valet serv-
ices,” explains Monica Pacheco, As-
sistant to the City Manager/ Public
Information Officer, “‘the Council di-
rected staff to draft a valet parking
policy that should not impact the
traffic flow in the downtown area
and should not impose hardships on
surroundings businesses.”

The policy, drafted by staff
and approved by the City Council
on December 21st, allows appli-
cants to apply for an encroachment
permit to designate on-street park-
ing to be used as loading zones for
valet services. Attendants then
move the vehicles to a predeter-
mined location with a surplus of
off-street parking. The service
may be used by anyone who
wishes to do so, whether they pa-
tronize the sponsoring business or
not. The City has the right to re-
voke the permit should the service
interfere with the flow of traffic.

One possible negative aspect
of the encroachment is that it will
reduce the amount of available
parking in the downtown area.
Chamber of Commerce President
Sue Breedlove addressed that
issue. “Rather than having a nega-
tive effect, we think it’s a very pos-
itive move,” said Breedlove, “You
see it all the time in areas that have
limited parking — which is exactly
the case in downtown Orinda.
Putting cars in the garage will in-
crease available parking, not re-
duce it.” The Chamber
enthusiastically supported the proj-
ect; Breedlove cited other benefits

such as making it easier for people
to patronize local businesses.

“We are now working on our
application,” says Ivry, “it will be
an amenity to anybody going to
Theater Square. Douglas Parking
will charge the drivers and Table
24 will offer validation.” Ivry
hopes to offer the same kind of
service that can be found at com-
parable restaurants in Walnut
Creek. He also believes that some
patrons are a bit apprehensive
about night-parking in a large
structure, and the valet service will
alleviate those fears.

When contacted, Chris Mc-
Gougan, manager of the Orinda
parking structure for Douglas
Parking, said that the project was
being discussed. “We already op-
erate valet parking in other areas,”
said McGougan, “the flat cost can
vary from $4-$8 depending on the
situation. We’ve got staff that
know how to operate this and will
move someone into Orinda when
it is finalized.”

Ivry says his application will
be ready by the end of the month;
he plans to offer valet service in
the evening, Thursday through
Saturday.

*New
Owners

*New
Attitude

*30

Years

in the
Industry!

3344 Mt Diablo Blvd
in Lafayette
925-284-4440
lamorindafloors.com
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Design & Interiors
3590 Mt Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Karen Callahan (left) and Design & Interiors’ Rita Brown
look for a table. Photo Sophie Braccini
Design & Interiors has moved from Plaza Escuela in Wal-
nut Creek to the spot formerly occupied by Hollywood
Video on Mt. Diablo Boulevard in Lafayette. The high-
end home furnishings and interior design business has
three locations in the Bay area. Founder/owner Marcy
Puccetti now works in partnership with her daughter. “I
started in Mountain View thirty years ago,” remembers
Pucetti, “at the time the demand for contemporary design
was null. Thave seen my clients’ preference evolve from
the more traditional taste, to the casual period, and now
we have reach a transitional age. People want a décor
that’s not as stark as contemporary, but with cleaner lines
and delicate finishes.” The new Lafayette store feels
much larger than the video store ever seemed. The space
is separated by a few metal grates and the visitor can

move easily from one atmosphere to the next, ranging
from contemporary style to furniture that is evocative of
an affluent countryside or Tuscan-inspired estate. Every-
thing on the floor, from the lamps to the beds, tables and
sofas are for sale, but there is more to the new Lafayette
store. “All of our employees are professional designers,”
said Puccetti. When we visited the store, Designer Rita
Brown was looking for a table in one of her many cata-
logues with Lafayette resident Karen Callahan. The client
knew Design & Interiors from their Walnut Creek store
and was thrilled about the move. “Our Walnut Creek
landlord wanted to transform Plaza Escuela into a food
court,” said Puccetti, “we were disappointed at first, but
it’s proven to be a good move for us; the Lafayette com-
munity has been so warm and accepting.” Puccetti be-
lieves that she operates in a unique business where you
become a part of a family for the time you are creating a
design for and with them. “You have to understand your
clients’ lifestyle and create with them something they will
love for many years.” Design & Interiors will celebrate
its grand opening on February 10th with the Lafayette
Chamber of Commerce.

Free Tax Planning Webinar

Wednesday, January 26th at noon, Ballou Plum will be
hosting, at no cost to attendees, a Tax Planning Webinar
featuring Lafayette based tax expert Linda LaHonta, CPA.
For information about how to participate, please email
plan@ballouplum.com. There will be space for about 100
live attendees.  You can also view the webinar at
www.ballouplum.com a day or two after the event if you
are unable to attend.

| If you have a business brief to share, please contact |
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com -

or call the office 925-377-0977
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News from the three Chambers of Commerce

Lafayette

* Entrepreneur's Club on Thursday, January 20,
8:30am in the Chamber Conference Room

* Green Committee Meeting on Tuesday, January 25 at
noon in the Chamber Office

* Business Issues Meeting on Friday, January 28, 8am
in the Chamber Office

 First mixer of 2011 on February 9, 5:30-7pm at Wells
Fargo Bank.

Moraga

Chamber General Meeting on January 28, 7:30-9am. The

first General Meeting of the year will be held at the Ha-

cienda, 2100 Donald Drive. Roos's muffins and delicious

coffee will be served.

Orinda

Orinda Chamber Luncheon on Friday, January 28, 2011,

noon-1:30pm at the Orinda Country Club, 315 Camino

Sobrante, Orinda. RSVP: Highly Recommended - To pur-

chase tickets online go to the Chamber web site at

www.orindachamber.org. The cost is $30.00 per person.

The guest speaker is Tom Franier, co-owner of Semi-

freddi's Bakery. He will be talking about "Slow Capital-

ism." When he started Semifreddi’s with his sister and

brother in law in 1984, Franier learned quickly that bak-

ing great bread and pastries requires both patience and

know-how. “Lesson #1 was that you have to let the dough

rise slowly and consistently,” he says. “The same lesson

applies to running a successful company. Since 1984,

Semifreddi's has grown slowly and consistently to be-

come one of the San Francisco Bay Area's premier artisan

bakeries.”
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Music lessons

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan 283-7601

Guitar Instruction in Orinda
Jazz Blues Rock Folk and Pop
styles taught by professional.
All ages and levels welcome.
Serving Lamorinda since 1980.
Call Jack Eskridge at 254-6317
Email eskridgejack@yahoo.com

Piano/guitar
w/Robbie Dunbar

All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

Car for Sale

2001 VW Passat V6 for sale
- $4,500. 69K miles, silver exterior,
leather seats, Power steering,
locks, windows. Please contact
carmenthecar@gmail.com

Dog for Sale

Beautiful three year old male
black lab for sale to loving home.
Great with children. $350 or best
offer. Call El Sobrante Veterinary
Hospital 510-223-0740.

Services

GET ORGANIZED for 2011!!
Taxes, Closets, Garage!
Call Shelly (925) 254-0329

House cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

House/office cleaning
826-8484

| Having a Hard Week? ||

WANT TO COME
HOME TO A CLEAN
HOUSE?

LET ME CLEAN IT FOR YOU...
Call Lilian AT 925-363-4527

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Construction

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION

Foundations, drainage, remodel

small repairs. 35 yrs. Lamorinda
WWW.SWartsco.com

Lic# 613717 INSURED BONDED

Free Estimates: 925.250.6610

SCALA CONSTRUCTION SINCE 1992
License # 642156 925-383-8046
Quality remodel, kitchen, bath
Additions, Decks, Skylights
Doors, Windows, Painting
scalaconstruction@comcast.net

Handyman

Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete
& more. Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.

Call Terry: 925-788-1663

Handyman - experienced in
all types of home repairs.

I am glad to discuss your repair
or project and provide the best
solution at a reasonable rate.
Please call me, Carson at (925)
708-7059. | show up. | clean up.

Plumbing

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

Painting

T &T PAINTING CO

27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves

CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

$3 per line in bold,
§2 per reqular line,
3 lines minimum

(max 30 Characters per line)
Submit online:
www.lamorindaweekly.com
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13th" Annual CAIFF at The New Rheem Theatre in Moraga

Friday, 28th
2 0 1 1 G a I a S I ate Awa r d S . r!JcpIe?inyg NjigarlPRl;It:ae[!:[Xn an?tscreening of The 5th Quarter

with Director Rick Bieber & Actor Ryan Merriman

Over 65 of the Best Independent Films from around the World! #

January 30th, 2011 at 11:30AM &8 Saturday, January 29th
Luncheon at The Marriott Hotel > PESE e Film Screenings e Iron Filmmaker Contest 350 Park St. » Moraga, CA 94556

e Shorts Programs and Showcases ~ ® Seminars
e Lou Diamond Phillips and screening of his film Takedown

Sunday January 30th o

. e (ala Slate Awards e Shorts Programs
2011 M@VBI’IC/(AW&_TC/_ e Tribute to Lou Diamond Phillips and Filmmakers ~ ® Bay Area Showcase
Lou Diamond Phillips
In 1988, Phillips co-starred with Edward James Olmos in Monday’ January 318t - WBdnBSday, February znd

the inner-city high school drama, Stand and Deliver, in a * Film Screenings ¢ Documentaries
role for which he was nominated for a Golden Globe Award

for "Best Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role Thursday’ Fehruary 3rd

in a Motion Picture". He plays Angel Guzman, a wannabe ) i i ; ) .
cholo gangster who is inspired by his math teacher, e (losing Night Reception with Lea Thompson and screening of her film Mayor Cupcake

Jaime Escalante, to excel at calculus. Working to master
the subject, he develops a friendship with his teacher.

Stand and Deli filmed before La Bamba, but it . .
waasnreligsedeal\)l/zra:NIZ:erf Ir?1e198§2:18d li)QOE,mF:hiallipsucol- 2011 CAIFF Featuretl Fllm I_Ineup

starred with Emilio Estevez and Kiefer Sutherland in the cowboy movies Young Guns and Young
Guns I1, in which he plays Jose Chavez y Chavez, a historical Old West outlaw. On stage Phillips

received a Tony Award nomination for his role in The King and |. Ll o Mayor Cupcake
AL | CastMe If You Can WEST COAST PREMIERE

ey & Director: Atsushi Ogata ® Tokyo, Japan Director: Alex Pires ® Dewey

. nie ". © 2010 ® Comedy ® 1hr 37m Beach, Delaware ® 2010 ®

2011 Diamond Award . Famil omedy » L 26

Lea Thompson

. ¥
. Risen -
Thompson’s first significant film roles came in 1983, ~ Fanny, Annie & Danny '!; The Frost WORLD PREMIERE
with Jaws 3-D and also All the Right Moves as the Director: Chris Brown e San Francisco, CA e W_ESTCUASTPREMIFRE quctur: Neil Jones ® F|
. . © 2010 ® Drama, Mature/Adult e Thr 22m Director: Ferran Audi e Barcelona, United Kingdom e 2hrs =
latter opposite Tom Cruise. Her most famous role was Spain ® 2009 » Drama » 1hr 43m
that of Lorraine Baines McFly in the Back to the Future
trilogy, the first of the three films being released in L ' M
anguage of a Broken
1985. Thompson’s character is the mother of Marty Hea%t g The 5th Quarter ﬁﬁ The Yankles
McFly, played by Michael J. Fox. Thompson found WEST COAST PREMIERE : E'{::X’n’ée[:::"’cif;%‘;'g.
moderate critical and popular success as the star of WORLD PREMIERE Director: Rick Bieber © Los Angeles, Comedy o 1hr 55m
the NBC sitcom Caroline in the Clty from 1995-1999 Director: Rocky Powell @ Dallas, TX CA * 2010 ® Drama ® 1h 33m
! ) © Romantic Comedy ® 1hr 38
In 1996, Thompson received a People’s Choice Award for Omatic Bomecy s Sarsem
“Favorite Female Performer in a New TV Series.”
: % Marroft : MURDY
: o d]ﬂbJQ i : CouldB | ||I| FOUNDATION
or Ic e s sc e u es an even s VISI MAGAZINE '1 I '““ ”"“ WALMUT CREEN MiLisaC TINAYT N T D e
’ y y ; DAVID TROTTER

WWW. c A I F F. 0 I'g [Wosess  cmemier  Guonoew Pkl Famiy RHEEN
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basketball.

Country Club.

and Marianne Crowder.

Cary Dwight Chiappone

Acalanes High School where he excelled in academics and
was a three- sport letterman in water polo, swimming and

Cary graduated from UC Berkeley in 1994 with a degree in
history. While there he lettered in water polo and was a
member of the Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity.

After college, Cary was hired by Charles Schwab as a
securities trader, which eventually took him to New York.
He returned to the Bay Area in 1999 as an equities trader
with Nationsbanc Montgomery Securities, later Bank of
America Securities. He finished his career with Merriman
Curhan & Ford in San Francisco as Senior VP of Trading.

In 2004 Cary married Dana Wentworth, with whom he had
two beautiful children, Bianca and Max. They adored his
funny, playful manner and his love of laughter.

Cary was a scratch golfer and played as much as his wife
would let him. Lucky for him, that was quite often and it
paid off in 2008 when he won the championship at Moraga

Cary is survived by his wife Dana Wentworth Chiappone
and children Bianca and Max; his mother Sue Chiappone
Miller and her husband Bob; his siblings Tracy Chiappone,
Chris Chiappone and his wife Ann, Craig Chiappone and
his wife Nana and a large, loving extended family. He is
preceded in death by his father Dr. Robert Chiappone and
his grandparents Carlo and Clotilda Chiappone and Paul

Cary was a wonderful son, brother, husband, father and
friend who is missed by all who knew him.

The family would like to send a heartfelt thank you to Dr.
Margaret Tempero, Dr. B.J. Miller and their teams at UCSF,
as well as Elizabeth Dito, RN, and the Infusion Center
Nurses. In lieu of flowers the family requests donations be
made to the Cary Chiappone Memorial Fund, UCSF
Foundation, P.O. Box 45339 San Francisco CA 94145-0339.

A celebration of his life will take place on Friday, January
28th between the hours of 2 & 6pm at Orinda Country Club.

Cary Chiappone died
peacefully at home on
October 13 surrounded
by family and friends
after a year-long battle
with pancreatic cancer.
He was 38 years old.

Cary was born in
Berkeley on April 28,
1972 to Susan and Robert
Chiappone. Growing up
in Lafayette, he attended

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Community Service
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We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community service organizations to submit news and information about their
activities. Submissions can be sent to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

What You Need to Know About Disaster Preparedness

Submitted by Rebecca Kunzman

M In a major earthquake (a M6.9+
on the Hayward fault) Fremont,
Hayward, Oakland, Berkeley,
Richmond and other cities
along the fault will get the most
damage and injuries. These
cities have much greater popu-
lations than the Lamorinda
cities and they also have many
hazardous facilities (refineries,
chemical plants) and critical in-
dustries and facilities (airport,
Port of Oakland, Silicon Valley,
Bay Bridge) that will get first
priority. Most of the federal,
state and local mutual aid will
be directed there. Very little
help will come to Lamorinda
for 3-7 days or longer.

Lamorinda will be on its own
during this time. If the earth-
quake hits at night, we have as
few as 6 police officers, 34 fire
fighters and 2 local ambulances

on duty. If it's during the day,
there will be as many as 17 po-
lice officers and 34 firefighters
totaling 51 first responders to
take care of more than 52,000
Lamorinda citizens; 16% of
which are over 65. (That's more
than 8,000 people.) First re-
sponders will need to put out
fires caused by gas line breaks
and down power lines, control
traffic when all the traffic lights
are out, survey damaged roads
and collapsed downtown build-
ings and schools, triage and
treat the injured, rescue the
trapped and much more. They
may need to provide mutual aid
to other areas.

EM The Cities and Fire Districts
will be severely understaffed
and citizens will need to take
care of themselves during the
first 3-7 days. Many of the first

responders who are not on duty
live out of the Lamorinda area
and will have difficulty getting
to our area.

“We need to be ready to put out
small fires, conduct light search
and rescue, perform medical
triage and first aid and provide
food, water and shelter, for our-
selves and our neighbors. To
do this, we all need Community
Emergency Response Team
(CERT) training. CERT is the
Department of Homeland Se-
curity/FEMA funded program
designed to prepare ordinary
citizens for this precise job.

EB Why train? Studies show that
survival rates for trapped vic-
tims decline rapidly with time:
99.3% survive if rescued in 1
hour, 81% in 1 day, 37% in 2
days, 34% in 3 days, 19% in 4
day and 7% in 5 days. We can-

not wait for 3-7 days to get

help.
In the last six years, more than 500
citizens of Lamorinda have taken
CERT training and many have en-
hanced their skills by taking addi-
tional training in Ham radio
communication, Red Cross shelter
operations and advance medical
training. Join these volunteers and
prepare now!
The 2011 schedule of CERT classes
in Lamorinda is available at lamor-
indacert.org. The course consists of
6 classes including training at the
Contra Costa Fire Training Center
in Concord where you will practice
search and rescue, fire abatement
techniques and triage/medical
skills. New sessions begin in Feb-
ruary. During this year, classes will
be available at St. Mary's College
and at several local venues. Go to
www.lamorindacert.org.

Moraga Lions Club Funds Orchestra Travels

Submitted By Diane Moe

From left: Bob Murtagh, President Moraga Lions Club; Lynn Hsu, Lisa Herzig,

teacher at Campo and Leo Club advisor; Carol Kitchens, Campolindo Princi-

pal and John Baitx, Moraga Lions Club.

ampolindo High School stu-
dents Lynn Hsu and Annie

Photo Carola Ziermann
Guo were presented with a $500
donation from the Moraga Lions

Club last week in an informal Leo
Club session in Lisa Herzig’s class-
room. Bob Murtagh, club presi-
dent, explained that the donation
will help fund the school orchestra's
upcoming trip to China.

Lynn Hsu, a senior and a flute
player in Campo's Symphonic
Band, is going with the orchestra on
the trip to Beijing. When the Lions
were searching for a cause to do-
nate to, she suggested they make a
donation to the orchestra's trip fund.
Murtagh said the Lions were par-
ticularly interested in supporting the
orchestra after Annie Guo played
piano for the annual Lions Club
dinner at the Saint Mary's Soda
Aquatic Center. "She is a very tal-
ented pianist,” he said. Guo, a
sophomore in Campo's Symphonic

Band, is also going on the trip.

Campolindo Music Booster
President Carola Ziermann at-
tended the ceremony and thanked
the Lions Club for its generous
contribution. "I know the Lions
Club is working worldwide on im-
proving communities. This trip to
China will be the experience of a
lifetime for our students and it is
Music Booster's goal that no stu-
dent be turned away due to a finan-
cial burden. This donation will help
ensure that all students will be able
to participate. The Lions Club's
support is very much appreciated,"
she said.

To learn more about the
Campolindo Orchestra China trip
visit http://campomusic.org/china-
trip-info/ .

Lynn s Top Five

I WILL get my Financial

House in Order!
By Lynn Ballou, Certified Financial Planner ®

Hey, I know --- I’'m late to
the table! You’ve already
made your resolutions for the
New Year. But wait, there’s al-
ways room for one or two more
--- and even though this is
Lynn’s Top FIVE, don’t be put
off --- it’s really just one broken
into five easy steps. Let this be
the year you get your financial
house in order. Here’s how:

1) BALANCE YOUR
BUDGET! Guess what --- if
you live beyond your means, or
right up TO your means, you
won’t have money to sock away
for the future. Assess your sit-
uation ---honestly. If you need
to cut back, do it! If you need
to earn more money, think
about ways to retool your edu-
cation and skill set to qualify for
better paying work. Invest in
yourself!

2) BUY ONLY WHAT
YOU NEED - INVEST THE
REST FOR YOUR FU-
TURE! Did you hear the joke
about the millionaire who put
200,000 miles on each of his
cars before buying a new one?
No? That’s because it’s not a
joke --- for many who have
worked hard to grow their net
worth, this mind set is how they
did it!

3) SHOP AROUND FOR
THE BEST PRICES! There

are many apps out there that
provide opportunities for you to
find the very best prices on
everything from clothing to ap-
pliances, couches to cars. Use
them!

4) FIND INEXPENSIVE
WAYS TO PLAY! Wine tast-
ing in Livermore Valley? A
bike ride and picnic with
friends? A book club with a dif-
ferent dinner host each month?
Pot luck Super Bowl parties?
Affordable, memorable, very
fun. Make a plan to have more
fun like this!

5) MAKE A PLAN! You
have dreams and aspirations,
and best of all, vision about
what you hope to accomplish fi-
nancially. Write your dreams
and visions down and then do
something to make them a real-
ity. Hire a Certified Financial
Planner® to help you, acquire
and use financial planning soft-
ware, or take a class. Here’s
what we know: those who act
on their visions are typically
those who succeed.

Wishing you a successful
financial journey this year as
you put your financial house in
order! And don’t be shy about
reaching out to a pro if you
need help --- it’s a great way to
bring clarity to your life vision
and achieve results!

Girl Scouts Honor Outstanding Volunteers from

Lafayette

= g

Linda Bailey (left) and Colleen McCarty

Submitted by Chrissa Vent

Photo provided

On November 7, 2010, three
outstanding volunteers from
the Lafayette Service Unit were
honored at the Girl Scouts of
Northern California Volunteer
Recognition Afternoon Tea held at
The Villages in San Jose. Recipi-
ent Briana Taylor was awarded the
Maud Whalen Continued Excep-
tional Service Award which is pre-
sented to a volunteer who has
made a significant impact in two
or more areas of the Council oper-
ations or policy. Recipients Linda
Bailey and Colleen McCarty each
were awarded the Appreciation
Pin. This is a GSUSA award that
is in recognition of significant con-

tribution to council goals and ex-
ceptional service beyond the ex-
pectation of a volunteer position.

For the 2009-2010 Girl
Scout year, GSNorCal is honoring
70 amazing volunteers and part-
ners through Northern California.
These outstanding adults, nomi-
nated by their peers, are a testa-
ment to the leadership and selfless
contributions of the volunteers
honored this year. Volunteers are
the heart of Girl Scouting and we
truly are grateful for what they do
on behalf of girls. They help build
girls of courage, confidence and
character, who make the world a
better place.

Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.

Lynn Ballou is a Certified Financial Planner
(CFP®) and co-owner of Ballou Plum Wealth
Advisors, LLC, and a Registered Investment
Advisory (RIA) firm in Lafayette. Lynn is also
a Registered Principal and Branch Manager
with LPL Financial (LPL). As such, she is re-
quired by securities requlations to add the fol-
lowing information to this column: The
opinions voiced in this material are for gen-
eral information only and not intended to pro-
vide specific advice or recommendation for
any individual. Securities offered through LPL

Recycling of “Sharps” Now Available Locally

By Sophie Braccini
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Battalion Chief Darrell Lee in front of the recycling bin at MOFD Station 41

he term “Home Generated

Sharps” (HGS) is used to de-
scribe needles, syringes with nee-
dles, and disposable lancets used to
either collect a sample or inject
medication into a human or animal.
They are all considered medical
waste. The Central Contra Costa

Photo Sophie Braccini

Solid Waste Authority (CCCSWA)
and Allied Waste Services have de-
vised convenient ways for Lamor-
inda residents to comply with the
law that now prohibits putting
sharps in the trash or recycle bins.
“Use of home generated
sharps is predicted to increase rap-

idly in the coming years, due to the
rise in the incidence of diabetes and
other maintenance-requiring dis-
eases. Additionally, more people
are using sharps to deliver medica-
tions to their pets,” says CCCWA
Program Manager Lois Cour-
chaine, “Until now, Clayton, Wal-
nut Creek and San Ramon were the
only alternatives for proper dis-
posal.” Her services noted that too
many sharps were trashed or im-
properly recycled. “The Pacific
Rim Recycling facility in Benicia
experiences both containerized and
loose sharps crossing their sorting
line regularly, exposing their line
workers to potential health haz-
ards,” she says.

The solution is two-fold. The
first option is to place the sharps in
an authorized sharps container
(available at CVS) and place them
in the collection receptacle in-
stalled at the Moraga Orinda Fire
District (MOFD) station 41 in
Moraga, or the Lafayette Fire sta-
tion on Mt Diablo Boulevard, or
the Orinda Police Department.

The second option consists
of disposing of sharps from indi-

vidual homes by mailing special
containers to WM’s MedWaste
TrackerTM. The number to call to
purchase the container is (925)
935-8900. Once they receive the
container, residents fill it with
sharps and drop it off at the post of-
fice or call the U.S. Postal Service
for pick-up. The cost of the con-
tainers varies depending on size
and starts around $25.

"The Home-Generated Med-
ical Sharps Disposal Program was
designed to provide a convenient
and safe disposal opportunity for
individuals in our community,”
said CCCSWA vice-chair and
Moraga Mayor Karen Mendonca,
“We are delighted to have the full
cooperation and support of the fire
and police departments in making
this option available to Lamorinda
citizens."

Recycling Locations:
Lafayette Fire Station -
3338 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Moraga Fire Station 41 -
1280 Moraga Way

Orinda Police Department —
22 Orinda Way
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Moraga Resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate for over 25 years.
Call Keith for your real estate needs!

PACIFIC
UNION

INTERNATIONAL

CHRISTIE’S
GREAT ESTATES"

kkatzman@pacunion.com www.pacunion.com

A Member Of Real Living

Orinda Hosts Contra Costa Mayors Conference --
Lafayette’s Tatzin named to LAFCO; Trotter named
2011 Conference Chair

By Lucy Amaral
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California State Senator Mark DeSaulnier and Orinda Mayor Victoria
Smith at the Contra Costa County Mayors Conference, held in Orinda.
The Senator presented a legislative update to conference attendees.

he City of Orinda hosted

mayors, council members
and representatives from the Board
of Supervisors from Contra Costa
County as they gathered January 6
for their monthly Mayors Confer-
ence. The group meets regularly to
discuss city issues and, this time, to
make a number of committee ap-
pointments.

Newly elected council mem-

Photo Lucy Amaral
bers and mayors were introduced
including Council Member Dean
Orr of Orinda, Mayor Carl Anduri
of Lafayette, Mayor Karen Men-
donca of Moraga and the City of
Orinda’s new mayor, Victoria
Smith.

For this meeting, California
State Senator Mark DeSaulnier was
invited to present an overview of
the upcoming state budget. After

offering a brief background on how
the budget is divided and where
California falls with regards to the
rest of the country, DeSaulnier
pulled no punches about the next
few fiscal years. He outline a tough
financial future with the possibility
of education being hit hard and a
‘realignment’ of some service re-
sponsibilities put back to the city
and county level.

“There is not a lot of good
news,” said DeSaulnier. “But the
good news is that we are at a point
where we have to confront our
problems. We have the opportunity
(to create) good fiscal policies and
to monitor the outcome.”

The gathering also included
appointments to several key com-
mittees including the Contra Costa
Transportation Authority (CCTA),
the Local Agency Formation Com-
mission (LAFCO) and the next
chairperson for the 2011 Mayors
Conference.

Hercules Mayor Ed Balico,
citing family responsibilities and
city challenges, withdrew his nom-
ination to serve again on the CCTA.
Balico has come under fire recently
for financial and managerial issues
regarding the running of the city of

Hercules. The council accepted the
withdrawal and moved the selec-
tion process to the next meeting al-
lowing for other nominees to come
forward. Balico would go on to re-
sign as Mayor of Hercules at the
January 11 Hercules City Council
meeting.

LAFCO is a regulatory
agency charged by the state to over-
see (among other items) the bound-
aries of cities, town and Special
Districts (such as the Moraga
Orinda Fire District), as well as
water and sewer districts to ensure
orderly growth. Four mayors were
nominated to fill a vacant seat, but
during the meeting two withdrew
their requests. During the required
roll call of attending mayors,
Lafayette Council member Don
Tatzin received the most votes, de-
feating Oakley Mayor Jim Frazier.

Moraga Council Member
and current Vice Chair of the May-
ors Conference, Dave Trotter, was
selected to serve as the 2011 May-
ors Conference Chairperson.

The next Mayors Conference
will be held February 3 in Rich-
mond. Lafayette will host this con-
ference in June of this year, and
Moraga is scheduled to host in July.

Gold Coast Celebrates Black History

By Lou Fancher

he Gold Coast Chamber Play-

ers are using their first per-
formances of 2011 to prove they’ve
got both talent and a desire to cele-
brate Black History Month.

The ensemble’s perform-
ances, held in the Community Hall
at the Lafayette Library, will feature
Lawrence Beamen, a top finalist
from television’s America’s Got Tal-
ent, and works by Antonin Dvorak
and William Grant Still.

Pamela Freund-Striplen, the
Gold Coast Chamber Players’
(GCCP) artistic director, described
the evolution of this year’s special
event.

“My son went through the
school system here and I noticed
they always did activities around
Black History month. I saw he was
participating through the schools,
but there were no public events to
celebrate the month.”

She began to form a plan for a
concert, and heard some surprising
responses:

““Someone asked me recently,
“Why are you doing this: you’re not
black!” It never occurred to me that
it didn’t have something to do with
all of us. And then, after it started
developing, 1 thought how cool it
would be to have related events. 1
thought it would enrich the whole
concert to have a variety of things
around Black History month.”

Her idea had a snowball effect
on library staff. Kathy Merchant,

Executive Director of the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center Foun-
dation, reported that the Consortium
Partners are gearing up for related
activities, and Mayor Carl Anduri is
brushing up a proclamation for the
City Council’s consideration.

“Our children's librarian,
Donna Lenhardt, is pulling together
a program with a woman who ap-
pears as Harriet Tubman, asking the
children to follow her much like
Harriet did for escaping slaves. The
Chabot Space and Science Discov-
ery Center is doing a program for
ages 3-8 on the great African Amer-
ican inventor Washington Carver.
The children will play a game that
matches the name of the invention
to a picture of the invention, will
plant a peanut seedling, and will
make their own peanut butter, then
have it as a snack,” she said.

Freund-Striplen, pleased with
the expansion, was also thrilled with
the contributions Beamen made to
the project.

“My original idea was to pair
Dvorak’s American String Quartet
and some spirituals. But once
Lawrence became involved, it be-
came a larger project. He has a lot of
ideas about Black History Month. 1
think that’s what drew him to say
yes. The ideas behind it were more
than just hiring him to do some
singing,” she said.

Not that the singing wouldn’t
be enough. Beamen knew he

wanted to be a singer from his early
days growing up in Mississippi.
Hear him sing just one line of Old of
Man River and there’s little doubt he
was born to deliver rich, vibrant ren-
ditions of the historically significant
American songs.

“A good voice is a given in
my world, but what I look at is how
can they show me a new universe
with what they sing,” Freund-
Striplen said. “The spirituals require
an understanding of the text. I
wanted a singer that could commu-
nicate the optimism and suffering
that I hear in the African American
spirituals.”

Freund-Striplen said she has
heard some of the best voices in the
world through her work with the San
Francisco Opera, but Beamen’s
deep, resonant sound told a story be-
yond the meaning of the lyrics.

“The songs are from Aftica,
there are folk songs, and songs from
Israel. It’s useful that he is African
American in understanding where
this music comes from: he grew up
in Mississippi, he learned these
songs from his grandfather, there’s a
history there that brings a richer ex-
perience than someone who learned
it as an adult,” she explained.

The ensemble’s concerts often
feature a slide show with informa-
tion about the music and the com-
posers. This time, Beamen will give
contextual information about the
spirituals and their connection to

Photo
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provided by Pamela Freund-Striplin
Dvorak’s work.

Dvorak came to America in
1892 to identify the “American mu-
sical voice.” History shows that he
so loved the actual voice of young
Harry Burleigh, a singer he discov-
ered, that he asked the boy to sing to
him almost daily. The composer
came to believe African American
spirituals were at the heart of Amer-
ican music.

William Grant Still, whose
Panamanian Dances Freund-
Striplen described as “lively, with
percussive things we do on the in-
struments,” was the first African
American to conduct a major Amer-
ican symphony orchestra.

Freund-Striplen hopes the
concerts are not a one-time event.
The performances will be broadcast
on KQED four times in February
and the group has an education pro-
gram that takes them to the schools
throughout the year.

“We play all over the Bay
area,” Freund-Striplen said, “but I
always want to have a community
base for the Gold Coast Concert
Players. We’re hopeful that we will
do this—or something similar—
every year for Black History
month.”

The Gold Coast Chamber Players
Harmony and Melody

Sat. January 29 at 7:30pm

Sun., January 30 at 2pm

Tickets $30

(925) 283-3728
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3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,

Lafayette
between Trader Joes & the Post Office
283-2988
www.waredesigns.com

50% off

Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 2-15-11.
Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

1
1
1
1

=T

WAYWL O *ﬁ_lg;;e useschoolec
At the OId Firehouse Schools, children stay with their primary

caregiver for the duration of time at the school, anywhere from
3-4 years. Through observations, discussions, and reflection, teachers

follow the emergent theories of Reggio Emilia.

Walnut Creek o
>, January 25,2010 D
#' "*'.. February 24,2010 -
== at 6:30 p.m.
Adults only, please!
55 Eckley Lane
(925) 934-1507

Lafayette
January 27,2010
February 10,2010

at 6:30 p.m.
Adults only, please!

o 984 Moraga Rd.
O  (925) 284-4321

en Houses

S3SNOH

Weekly Meditation Classes

in the Zen Buddhism tradition

Free of charge
All levels welcome
Classes begin January 17th, 2011

\

Buddha Gate Monastery

3254 Gloria Terrace
Lafayette, CA 94549
925-934-2411

Visit www.buddhagate.org for details
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OPTIMUM

ACCOUNTING

MaNicaA CASALE

Ph: (925) 627-4260 | Fax: (925) 262-4685
monica@optimumaccounting.org

Website: www.optimumaccounting.org

Bay Area

BAD Drainage, Inc.

INC.

Have You Checked Your

Crawispace Lately?

e French Drains

e Underfloor Drains

e Downspout Systems

e Subdrain Systems

e Sump Pumps

e Retaining Walls

e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

p MO

925¢377+9209 (73

visit our web_site
www.bayareadrainage.com
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- IN HOME HELP -

for you or your loved ones

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

}ll

- Medical Appointments - Medications - Transportation

- Shopping - Errands - Banking - Bill Paying - Forms

- Record Keeping - Insurance - Technology & Computers
- Meal Planning and Preparation - Pet Care - Referrals

damorinda Comforts of Home

*‘,(

925.285.6272

Local - Bonded - Insured

www.lamorindacomfortsofhome.com

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA)
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette
283-3722 « www.oslc.net
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
8:30 Classic worship service
9:45 God's World Education Hour
10:45 Contemporary Service

TH= ORINOAN

COMMUNITY CHURCH
10 Irwin Way, Orinda | 925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org

“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life's
Journey, you are welcome here!”

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

e
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Refuge
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www.refugecommunity.or
g 925-942-1000 ty g

i° 4 Sundays at
10:30 am

A NEW, non-denominational Christian church
Veterans Memorial Building 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

St Stephens Episcopal Church

66 St. Stephen's Drive,
254-3770. www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am & 10am.
Music at both services. Choir at 10am.
Sunday School & childcare at 10am.

St. Stephen's Preschool

254-3770 x19

Orinda

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church

A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Sunday School, Nursery Childcare, 10 AM

682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420, www.stanselms.ws

Get connected.

Grow in your faith.

Serve others.

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

Sunday Worship 9 & 11:00 a.m.
Programs for children & youth

49 Knox Drive | Lafayette | www.LOPC.org | 925-283-8722

-

Y

925-254-3422

Whylt Matters...

Integrity
i Friends
Faith  SeTVinE mn“ngml"
Truth
Eterni

Sundays at9:00 am &10:30 am
Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church - 325376 4200
10 Moraga Vallay Ln., Marags, CA - mypctoday.org

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CENTER

24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10-11 am
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm
Reading Room/Bookstore M-F 11-4;Sat10-1

www.christianscienceorinda.org

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, 433 Moraga Way Orinda

Regular Worship Schedule

8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service

9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:40 a.m. Education for all ages

10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger

www.lamorindaweekly.com

® Not to be missed

150 Years after the Civil War an
NEH-sponsored exhibition, Lee
and Grant, will be on view from
Sunday, Jan. 30 through Sunday,
Mar. 20 at The Hearst Art Gallery
at Saint Mary’s College in Moraga.
The museum is open to the public
Wednesdays through Sundays,
11am to 4:30pm. Adult admission
is $4; admission is free for K-12th
grade students and Hearst mem-
bers. A lecture by Dr. Guarneri,
"'Only a Question of Time and Pa-
tience': An Inside View of Grant's
Campaign against Lee," will high-
light opening day programs on
Sunday, January 30, which will in-
clude displays by members of the
National Civil War Association
[NCWA] in period costume. A bat-
tlefield re-enactment, featuring
nearly one hundred NCWA volun-
teers, is planned for Saturday,
March 19, on the Saint Mary’s Col-
lege campus.

Information: (925) 631-4379.

The Lafayette Gallery is pre-
senting the Heart Throb Exhibit.
There will be a “meet the artists”
reception from 6:30-8:30pm on
Friday, February 4. Gallery hours
are Tuesday-Saturday, 11am-5pm.
Located at 50 Lafayette Circle,
Lafayette. Admission is free. For
more information please call (925)
284-2788 or go to www.lafayette-
gallery.net.

The Moraga Art Gallery’s new
show, 2 plus 2 = 1, shorthand for
“Two Artists, Two Visions: A Sin-
gular Experience,” The exhibit
brings together paintings in various
media by Orinda’s Beryl Glen-Rei-
land and watercolors by Moraga’s
George Ehrenhaft. The gallery is
located at the Rheem Shopping
Center, 570 Center Street, Moraga.
For more information call (925)
376-5407.

MUSIC

The Performing Arts Society's
morning concert for January will
feature 20th century composers.
Friday, January 28 10:30am, lo-
cated at the Grace Presbyterian
Church, 2100 Tice Valley Blvd.
For more information please con-
tact www.ccpas.org.

Pianist Gary Neuman will ap-
pear at Petar’s pub on Lafayette
Circle for an open mic event from
8-10pm on Wednesday, January 26
for a piano bar sing-along. This is a
revival of an old Petar's tradition
and is a great way to meet new
friends or connect with old friends.

The Gold Coast Chamber Play-
ers present: Harmony and Melody
a celebration of Black History
Month. Saturday January 29 at
7:30pm and Sunday January 30 at
2pm. General admission is 308.
For more information please call,
(925) 283-3728. See story page L5

Campolindo Jazz Dinner Dance
featuring the Campolindo High
Jazz Band, is coming up on Satur-
day, February 26 at Temple Isaiah
in Lafayette. Miles Lindheimer,
Mat Fukano and Matt Reshke will
be leading our two combos - the
Impro-Visors and the Jazz-Manian
Devils - who will make you want
to dance the night away! Good
food and great company, too!
Tickets are $55 ($60 after February
7) and on sale now. Visit
WWWw.campomusic.org or contact
Diane Haley, 631-1439.

Campolindo Orchestra Winter
Concert on Thursday, February 24
at 7:30 in the CPAC. This will be
a benefit concert with the proceeds
to assist the Campolindo Orches-
tra's trip to Beijing. Featuring vio-
linist Jeremy Cohen, a three-time
Grammy nominee, and Barry
Green with his Green Man Bass
Group as guest artists. An evening
of great music not to be missed!
Tickets are $10 only and on sale
now. Call 270-8083 to reserve
your ticket. More information on
website www.campomusic.org.

2010 Grammy award winning
Pacific Boychoir Academy and
the Lafayette Library and Learning
Center Foundation present “A
Magical, Musical Afternoon” on
Sunday, January 23rd at 4:30pm at

7 925-377-0977

the Lafayette Library and Learning
Center, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

THEATER

Company C Contemporary Bal-
let opens its 2010-2011 Season in
Walnut Creek on Saturday, January
22, at 8pm, at the Lesher Center for
the Arts, 1601 Civic Drive, Walnut
Creek. Company C opens its sea-
son with two world premieres and
two company premieres full of ath-
leticism and theatrical intensity.
Cost is $18-$40. For more info see
http://www.companycballet.org or
call (925) 708-0752.

The Saint Mary's January Term's
Children's Theater presents: A
staged adaptation of the classic
Grimm Brothers story of Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs. Per-
formances on Wednesday, January
26 at 7pm. and Thursday, January
27 at 4pm.

Where: LeFevre Theater, Saint
Mary's College of California, 1928
St. Mary's Rd., Moraga. Tickets:
Only $8.00, available by calling
(925) 631-4670 or e-mailing Sharon
Cahill at scahill@stmarys-ca.edu.

California Independent Film
Festival 2011 will open Friday,
January 28 and will run through
Thursday, February 3 at The New
Rheem Theatre in Moraga. For the
complete CAIFF 2011 line up go
to www.caiff.org. Tickets for all of
the films and showcases are avail-
able online at the CAIFF website
or at the theater. Advance purchase
is advised for the opening night
screening of The 5th Quarter, the
Slate Awards, and closing night
film, Mayor Cupcake. See article
page L1.

The new International Film
Showcase is coming to the Orinda
Theatre. For seven days each
month we will screen a feature film
that has never been released com-
mercially in the Bay Area. Gala
premier opening of “Max Manus,”
Norway’s 2009 best film award
and Oscar submission, starts on
January 28. For more information
call (925) 283-1700.

LECTURE & LITERATURE

Friends of the Lafayette Library
and Learning Center welcome
Maxine Hong Kinston, Thursday,
January 20, 7:30pm Community
Hall. Maxine Hong Kingston, ac-
claimed author of The Woman
Warrior, China Men, Tripmaster
Monkey, and The Fifth Book of
Peace is honoring us with the
launch of her new book, I Love A
Broad Margin To My Life, to be re-
leased Jan 18th.

“Reform or Bust? The True Cost
of Public Pensions”: The Com-
monwealth Club’s panel of experts
will share their views on whether
pension reform is needed in Cali-
fornia and how it should be done.
Location: Lafayette Library and
Learning Center, 3491 Mt. Diablo
Blvd., Lafayette. Date: January 25.
Time: 5:45pm check-in, 6:30pm
program. Cost: $12 members, $22
non-members, $7 students. For
tickets go to commonwealth-
club.org or call (415) 597-6705.

Real Stories presents Real Sto-
ries: 'Out On a Limb'. True stories
about risk & chance, Wednesday,
Jan 26, from 7:30pm to 9:15pm, at
1515 Restaurant Lounge, 1515 N
Main St, Walnut Creek. $15 at the
door, $10 in adv. online. For more
info see http://www.KayDeMar-
tini.com or call (925) 683-9800.

SMC Jan Term Speaker Series:
Tuesday, January 25 at 7 pm
Robert B. Reich, the Chancellor’s
Professor of Public Policy at the
Goldman School of Public Policy
at UC Berkeley and former U.S.
Secretary of Labor, will explain
why it’s so difficult for us to get out
of the gravitational pull of the
Great Recession and why Ameri-
can politics is becoming angrier
and more polarized. In his view, the
two are related. Professor Reich’s
most recent book is the bestseller
“Aftershock: The Next Economy
and America’s Future.” He blogs at
www.robertreich.org. Soda Activ-
ity Center, Saint Mary's College of
California, 1928 St. Mary's Rd.,
Moraga.

A book sale will be held from
10am-1pm, Feb 3, in the Friends
Sorting Room located downstairs
from the Orinda Library. This
monthly sale offers quality

books for all interests and all ages.
Orinda Library, 24 Orinda Way,
Orinda (925)254-1358.

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

The Contra Costa Jewish Day
School invites prospective fami-
lies to an Open House for Kinder-
garten - 8th grade on Sunday,
January 23, 3-5pm, at the school,
3836 Mount Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette (next to Temple Isaiah).
Childcare will be provided. The
Open House provides an opportu-
nity to learn more about the
school, meet the faculty, visit the
classrooms and speak to current
families. For further information
and to RSVP please contact Amy
Wittenberg, Admissions Director
at (925)284-8288 or
amyw@ccjds.org  or  visit
www.ccjds.org.

Ever wish you could have at
your fingertips the wisdom of ex-
perienced moms to help you nav-
igate the middle school years with
your daughter? Here’s the next
best thing: "How to Raise a
Strong, Independent Daughter and
Survive"-True Confessions of
Mothers of Daughters”, a Q&A
with a panel of local moms who
did. They will share their strate-
gies, dilemmas and successes rais-
ing their own daughters in the
Walnut Creek/Lamorinda Com-
munity. January 26, from 7-
8:30pm at Walnut Creek
Intermediate School.

St. Perpetua School is celebrat-
ing 47 years of service and edu-
cation to the Lamorinda
community. Grades K-8 open
house tours are Sunday January
30, and Monday January 31. They
are also are currently accepting
applications for the 2011-2012
school year. Call 284-1640 or visit
www.stperpetua.org for more in-
formation.

OTHER

On Saturday, February S at
3:00 pm, two storytellers will
spin Asian tales at the Orinda Li-
brary to welcome in the Year of
the Rabbit. Clara Yen has been
telling stories to the families of the
Bay Area for more than twenty
years. The stories are ones she re-
membered hearing while growing
up in a Chinese family, and other
folk and fairy tales that she has
discovered over the years.
Megumi also has a vast repertoire
of Japanese folk tales. This event
is free and appropriate for fami-
lies. It takes place in the audito-
rium of the Orinda Library, which
is at 26 Orinda Way.

The Contra Costa/Alameda
County Widowed Persons Sup-
port Group is offering grief sup-
port meetings for the recently
widowed. These sessions are run
by widowed people. The meet-
ings will be Saturday’s from Janu-
ary 15-February 19 from 10:00am
to noon. They are held at St.
Stevens Church, 66 St. Stevens
Dr., Orinda. You need not attend
all sessions. Just come when you
can. No reservation needed. For
questions, please contact Penny
Robb at (510) 654-0974.

The Lamorinda Republican
Women, Federation club, is hold-
ing a luncheon meeting, Thursday
January 20, at the Orinda Country
Club, 315 Camino Sobrante. The
special guest speaker is Jason
Clemens of the Pacific Research
Institute, Director of Research and
Strategic Planning and Budgeting.
The topic will be “The 10 Keys to
Returning California to Prosper-
ity.” $25 luncheon or $15 program
only (no meal).

On February 12th and 13th,
“Wine & Chocolate Weekend”
takes place throughout Lodi Wine
Country at over 40 participating
wineries from 11am to 4pm each
day. Event attendees will have the
opportunity to travel from winery
to winery while taking in each of
the winery’s hosted activities such
as wine and chocolate pairings,
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live music, barrel tasting and cel-
lar tours. Ticket prices are $45 in
advance or $55 during the event
and are available at www.lodi-
wineandchocolate.com or by call-
ing the Lodi Wine & Visitor
Center at (209) 365-0621.

Montelindo Club general meet-
ing and speakers are every third
Friday of the month, September
through May. Meetings take place
at the Orinda Community Church,
10 Irwin Way, Orinda. Refresh-
ments and plant and garden acces-
sory sale at 9am, meeting at 9:30,
and speaker at 10:30. The meeting
is free and welcomes guests and
new members. www.montelin-
dogarden.com.

Moraga Garden Club meets at
9:30am every third Thursdays
monthly through May. On January
20, join us for a presentation by
botanical artist and Filoli instruc-
tor Catherine Watters. Watters
paints in watercolor on paper and
vellum in a style that is filled with
breath-taking grace. Her illustra-
tions appear in five books. She
will speak about the history of
botanical art. Holy Trinity Cultural
Center, 1700 School St., Moraga.
Membership: Linda (925) 376-
2809.

Sons in Retirement Lamorinda
Branch 171 meets the first
Wednesday monthly at Holy Trin-
ity Culture Center, 1700 School
St. Moraga. Social hour 1lam,
lunch 12 pm. On Feb 2, the after
lunch speaker will be Jay Gaskill,
former Alameda County Public
Defender, whose talk will be enti-
tled Thugologh 101. He will share
insights from three decades of ex-
perience working with the crimi-
nal population especially those
considered thugs. He will be tak-
ing a wide range of questions per-
taining to criminal activity and
what we might do about it. For
membership information, call
Larry at (925) 631-9528.

CRAB FEEDS

Lafayette Partners in Education
(formerly LASF) is hosting a
Crab Feed on Friday, January 28,
from 6:30 - 9:30pm at Veterans
Memorial Building in Lafayette to
celebrate our schools, our com-
munity, our children. Evening in-
cludes Cocktail Hour, Host Bar,
Dinner, Dessert Silent Auction and
Raffles. $55 per person includes
dinner and hosted bar. Join us and
enjoy a great time with friends and
neighbors

Knights of Columbus Council
#7683 16th will be held January
29, in Saint Monica’s Peace Room
in Moraga. Appetizers and no-host
cocktails will be served starting at
6pm. Dinner will be served at
7:30. Our raffle with many excit-
ing gifts follows dinner. Tickets
are $50 and must be bought or re-
served in advance. For more in-
formation call (925)283-3679.

Crab Feed & Dance, Saturday,
February 5, 6-11pm, Holy Trin-
ity Cultural Center,

1700 School Street, Moraga.
Music provided by popular DJ.
Dinner & Dance $37.50; Dance
only $10. For non-crab lovers:
Chicken available by special ad-
vance order request. Dinner
tickets MUST be purchased in ad-
vance. For info & reservations call
(925) 672-6799.

Soroptimist International of 24-
680’s annual Crab Feed & silent
auction, Saturday February 12,
5:30 pm, Lower Court Oakwood
Athletic Club, Lafayette, $40 per
person. Tickets must be purchased
in advance. Soroptimist Interna-
tional’s mission is to improve the
lives of women and girls in local
communities and throughout the
world. For tickets & information:
(925)  285-7797 or  si24-
680@soroptimist.net.

Please submit:

calendar@
lamorinda
weekly.com
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I ast year, when my kids
came home from college

and beyond, we started a fun,
new tradition of having a great
big potluck party so all of the
old high school friends, parents
and coaches could have the
chance to catch up with one an-
other.

As we all know, the time
during the holidays really flies
by, and it can be tough to make
time for everyone on the list.
This gathering is a great way
for the kids to see their class-

mates, the parents to see the
kids, the players to see the
coaches, and these young adults
to see their best friend’s pesky
younger siblings in an entirely
different light! You get the idea.
It’s even fun to include a few
grandparents on the guest list.
You remember those favorite
grandparents that attended
every music, sport and theater
event. They sort of became
communal grandparents to the
entire group over the years.
Last year our theme was a

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Photo Susie Iventosch

“soup kitchen” where we liter-
ally cooked up five different
kinds of soup. Guests brought
appetizers, salads, side dishes,
bread and dessert. What a kick.
One dad in the crowd came
back and tried every single kind
of soup! My son’s French onion
was the biggest hit, but we
served up cauliflower cheddar,
Hungarian mushroom, butter-
nut squash and homemade
chicken noodle.

When it came time to plan
this year’s party, 1 asked my

& 925-377-0977
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Chili and Wings — Game On!

By Susie Iventosch

kids if they had any ideas for
this year’s theme. My oldest
son chimed up right away.
“Chili and wings,” he said with-
out hesitation.

Okay, I love wings, too,
but what about the couches, the
furniture, the floors ...

The worry was for naught,
because we bought a stack of 50
inexpensive,  white  wash
clothes at K-Mart, soaked them
in hot water and put them on the
tables for quick and easy clean
up!

My contribution to the
chili side of the menu was white
bean chicken chili. This recipe
of my mom’s is a takeoff on the
Neiman Marcus Chili Blanco
and it is delicious! For wings,
we had three different types. A
friend brought his Hoisin-
glazed wings, and I made my
hot ‘n spicy wings (published
previously in the Lamorinda
Weekly), and the traditional
Buffalo-style hot wings. I had
never made them before, and
they are so good! We always
bake our wings, which seems to
be easier ... and healthier than
frying!

If you’re planning a Super
Bowl party this year, these
dishes would be fun to serve.
But, don’t forget the wash-
cloths!

LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: L7

Offering:
e Super Healthy Food
e No Trans Fats, No Heavy Sauces
* Only Naturally Delicious Food at
Affordable Prices
* Piano Music, and Love
3531 Plaza Way, Lafayette

(near the Lafayette theatre)  Reservations recommended

(925) 284"'1330 Since 1963

Lic. Castro Ascarrunz, owner, chef, waiter, entertainer

Japanese Restaurant ™
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356 Park Street, Moragya

(next to Rheem Theatre)

376-2872 . -

Tuesday-Sunday Lunch & Dinner
www.kirinsushi.us

Thank you for your support!

White Bean Chicken Chili

(Serves 10)
*Note-I recommend making this at least one or two days
ahead, as the flavor gets better and better each day!
INGREDIENTS

2 pounds dried white navy beans

3-4 quarts chicken stock (keep an extra quart on

hand in case you need more)

2 large onions, chopped

3 cloves garlic, pressed

2-3 tablespoons olive oil

4 7-0z. cans Ortega chilies, chopped

2-3 tablespoons Masa Harina (corn flour for thickening chili)

1% teaspoons sea salt

4 teaspoons ground cumin

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Susie Iventosch is the
author of Tax Bites and

4 teaspoons dried oregano Tasty Morsels, which
4 teaspoons ground coriander (or 1-2 tablespoons can be found at Across
minced fresh cilantro) the Way in Moraga,

1/8 teaspoon ground cloves

4 teaspoon cayenne pepper

8 boneless, skinless chicken breasts, cooked and diced
Garnishes

1% cups grated Monterey or mixed Mexican cheese

1 cup plain low-fat yogurt

4 cup salsa

4 cup snipped fresh cilantro

www.amazon.com, and
www.taxbites.net.

www.lamorindaweekly.com
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Susie can be reached at = E—

suziven@gmail.com.
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You can find most of the recipes published in
the Lamorinda \Weekly on our website

DIRECTIONS

In a large soup pot, combine beans, stock and half the onion
and garlic. Bring to a boil, uncovered. Reduce heat, cover
and simmer for about 1% hours, or until beans are just
cooked through, adding more stock as needed. (I like them
cooked just to al dente, because they continue to cook
every time you heat the soup.) Set aside with remaining
broth.

www.lamorindaweekly.com

LAMOR]NDA’S Restaurants
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In a separate Iarge skillet. heat 2 tablespoons Hlereleckl e American Petar’s Restaurant, 32 Lafayette Cir, Laf, 284-7117  Mucho wraps, 1375-B Moraga Way, Mor, 377-1203
. . . ! . . Bistro, 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-7108  Roya's Garlic Garden, 3576 Mt Diablo Blvd, Laf 283-3007 Baja Fresh Mexican Grill, 3596 Mt. Diable Blvd, Laf, ~ 283-8740
maining onions, garlic and chilies. Cook until translucent, Chow Restaurant, 53 Lafayette Cir Laf, 9622469 Vino Restaurant, 3531 Plaza Way, Laf, 2841330 Celias Restaurant, 3666 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf,  283-8288
about 5 minutes. Add remaining tablespoon oil along with Ranch House, 1012 School St, Mor, 3765127 French El Balazo, 3518D M. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 284-8700
Masa Harina, herbs, spices and salt to onions and continue Terzetto Cuisine, 1419 Moraga Way, Mor, 376-3832  Chevalier Restaurant, 960 Moraga Road, Laf, 385-0793  Maya Mexican Grill, 74 Moraga Way, Ori, 258-9049
to cook until herbs begin to brown. This releases the flavors The Cheese Steak Shop, 3455 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-1234  Fuz, 3707 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-9930  Numero UnoTaqueria, 3616 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-1333
and also prevents the flour from becoming pasty in the BBIQ . Hawaiian Grill . Pizza
soup. Bo's Barbecue, 3422 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-7133 Lava Pit Hawaiian Grill, 2 Theatre Sq., St. 142, Ori, 253-1338 Lamorinda Pizza, 382 Park St, Mor, 376-4040
. . . . Burger Joint Lava Pit Fire Grill, 3647 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 385-0658  Mountain Mike’s Pizza, 3614 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-6363
Add pre-cooked, diced chicken and onion-herb mixture to Flippers, 960 Moraga Rd, Laf, 284-1567  Indian Mountain Mike's Pizza, 504 Center St, Mor, 377-6453
the cooked beans in the pot, and stir well. Heat through and Nation's Giant Hamburgers, 400 Park, Mor, 376-8888  Swad Indian Cuisine, 3602 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, ~ 962-9575  Pennini's, 1375 Moraga Rd, Mor, 376-1515
add more broth as needed or desired. | suggest refrigerating Nations Giant Hamburgers, 76 MoragaWay, Ori,  254-8888 Italian Round Table Pizza , 361 Rheem Blvd, Mor, 376-1411
this soup for at least a day before serving. (afé Giardino, 3406 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-3869  RoundTable Pizza , 3637 Mt. Diablo BIvd, Laf, ~ 283-0404
When ready to serve, reheat and pour hot soup into cups or Ferrari- Lucca Delicatessens, 23 Lafayette Cir, Laf, 299-8040  La Finestra Ristorante, 100 Lafayette Cir, #101, Laf, 284-5282 Village Pizza, 19 Orinda Way # Ab, Ori, 254-1200
bowls, sprinkl e with grated cheese, a doll op of yogurt, a Geppetto’s caffe, 87 Orinda Way, Ori, 253-9894  LaPiazza, 15 Moraga Way, Ori, 253-9191 Zamboni’s Pizza, 1 Camino Sobrante # 4, Ori, 254-2800
. La Boulange, 3597 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf 284-1001 Mangia Ristorante Pizzeria, 975 Moraga Rd, Laf, ~ 284-3081 Sandwiches/Deli
spoonful of salsa and a touch of cilantro. Rising Loafer, 3643 Mt. Diablo Blvd Ste B, Laf,  284-8816  Michael’, 1375 Moraga Way, Mor, 3764300 Biancas Deli, 1480 Moraga Rd # A, Mor, 376-4400
o Susan Foord Catering & Cafe, 965 Mt. View Dr., Laf, 299-2469  Pizza Antica, 3600 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-0500 Europa Hofbrau Deli & Pub, 64 Moraga Way, Ori,  254-7202
Ba ked B u‘ffa I o-styl e H ot W| n g S California Cuisine Trattoria Lupetti, 65 Moraga Way, Ori 253-7662  Kasper's Hot Dogs, 103 Moraga Way, Ori, 253-0766
Artisan Bistro, 1005 Brown St., Laf 962-0882  Postino, 3565 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-8700 Noah’s Bagels, 3518 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-0716
(Makes 3 dozen) Metro Lafayette, 3524 M. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 284-4422  Ristorante Amoroma, 360 Park St, Mor, 377-7662  Orinda Deli, 19 F Orinda Way, Ori, 254-1990
INGREDIENTS Shelby’s, 2 Theatre Sq, Ori, 254-9687  Japanese Subway, 396 Park St., Mor, 376-2959
36 chicken wings (both parts) Table 24, Theatre Sq, Ori, 254-0124  Asia Palace Sushi Bar, 1460 B MoragaRd, Mor, ~ 376-0809  Subway, 3322 Mt. Diablo Blvd #B, Laf, 284-2627
Sauce Chinese Blue Ginko, 3518-A Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 962-9020  Subway, Theatre Square, Ori, 258-0470
8 tablespoons (1 cube) butter, melted Asia Palace Restaurant, 1460 B Moraga Rd, Mor, ~ 376-0809  Fuz, 3707 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-9930  Seafood
12 tablespoons Lol Hat saas Chef Chao Restaurant, 343 Rheem Blvd, Mor, 376-1740  Kane Sushi, 3474 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 284-9709  Yankee Pier, 3593 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-4100
X China Moon Restaurant, 380 Park St, Mor, 376-1828  Kirin Sushi, 356 Park Street, Mor 376-2872  Steak
8 teaspoons paprlka The Great Wall Rest., 3500 Golden Gate Way, 284-3500  Niwa Restaurant, 1 Camino Sobrante # 6, Ori, 254-1606  (Casa Orinda, 20 Bryant Way, Ori, 254-2981
1 teaspoon salt Hsiangs Mandarin Cuisine, 10rindaWay #1,0ri, 253-9852  Oyama Sushi, 3651 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 283-6888  Tea
1 teaspoon Cayen ne pepper Lily’s House, 3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd #A, Laf, 284-7569  Serika Restaurant, 2 Theatre Sq # 118, Ori, 254-7088 Patesserie Lafayette, 71 Lafayette Cir, Laf, 283-2226
Garnish Mandarin Flower, 581 Moraga Rd, Mor, 376-7839  YuSushi, 19 Moraga Way, Ori, 253-8399  Tea Party by Appointment, 107 OrindaWay, Ori, ~ 254-2206
Celery and carrot sticks Panda Express, 3608 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 962-0288  Mediterranean Thai
Ele Ehess dressing Szechwan Chinese Restaurant, 79 Orinda Way, Ori, ~ 254-2020  Petra Café, 2 Theatre Sq # 105, Ori, 254-5290  Amarin Thai Cuisine, 3555 Mt. Diablo Blvd #B, Laf, 283-8883
Uncle Yu's Szechuan, 999 Oak Hill Rd, Laf, 283-1688  Qasis Café, 3594 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 299-8822 BaanThai, 99 Orinda Way, Ori, 253-0989
Yan's Restaurant, 3444 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, 284-2228  Turquoise Mediterranean Grill, 70 Moraga Way, Ori, 253-2004  Royal Siam, 512 Center Street, Mor, 377-0420
DIRECTIONS Coffee Shop Mexican Siam Orchid, 23 Orinda Way #F, Ori, 253-1975
Mix all ingredients for sauce. Place chicken wings in a plas- Millies Kitchen, 1018 Oak Hill Rd #A, Laf, 283-2397 360 Gourmet Burrito, 3655 Mt. Diablo BIvd, Laf, ~ 299-1270  Vietnamese
tic container with a tight-fitting lid. Pour half the sauce over Squirrel’s Coffee Shop, 998 Moraga Rd, Laf, 284-7830  (Casa Gourmet Burrito, 3322 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, ~ 284-4415 Little Hearty Noodle, Pho & Pasta, 578 Center St., Mor,  376-7600
the wings and shake well. Marinate for at least two hours. Village Inn Café, 204 Village Square, Ori, 254-6080 I Charro Mexican Dining, 3339 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, ~ 283-2345
° . ol o Continental El Jaro Mexican Cafe, 3563 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, ~ 283-6639 download our Restaurant Guide from our web site
Bake at 375° for approximately 1 to 1.5 hours, or until wings Duck Club Restaurant, 3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Laf, ~ 283-7108  La Cocina Mexicana, 23 Orinda Way, Ori, 258-9987 at www.lamorindaweekly.com

begin to get crunchy on the outside.
When ready to serve, heat remaining sauce and pour over
wings. Serve with blue cheese dressing and veggie sticks.

The Lamorinda Weekly (LW) Restaurant Guide is not paid advertising; our intent is to provide a useful reference guide. We hope that we have included all Lamorinda restaurants on this page, except those that told us they did not wish to be
listed. LW is not liable for errors or omissions. In the event that we have inadvertently printed misinformation or excluded a restaurant please let us know (info@lamorindaweekly.com) so that we may correct our list for the next issue.
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FINCBEDDING & GIFTS

\JaPancsc stglc & comfort

Giifts, and-C rafted Futons
Solid Hardwood [Frames
T atami Platforms & Mats

Custom ComFor’ccr Covcrs
5}1(3}1 Secreen & |_aterns

961-A MORAGA RD. LAFAYETTE *» 925-299-0882 * sugi-store.com

W TRANS JEWELER W

Expert in all your Fine Jewelry needs
Diamond Setting
Jewelry Repair
Custom Design and Manufacturing

(925) 283-2137

3608 Happy Valley Road « Lafayette
- Behind Wells Fargo Bank -

Mon-Sat

D. Tran

£ 925-377-0977

Love

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Lafayette

Tailoring - Bridal Gowns - Formal Wear
Men’s & Women’s Wear - Monogramming

Draperies

Carpet ﬁd,ﬂ'""‘

Blinds & Shades ks

Bedspreads

Upholstery wh

Shutters Susan Cowell
Anna M. Webb

Wallpapers

Hours: 925'283'2252

Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30 7 Fiesta Ln., Lafayette

Cuesta
ANTIQUES

3540A Wilkinson Lane

Wednesday, January 19, 2011
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EAFEAYET TE

LAFAYETTE PHYSICAL THERAPY, INC

=,

— ".I'

New Location g

3468 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Suite B110
Lafayette 925-284-6150

www.LafayettePT.com

LAFAYETTE TREE
& LANDSCAPE INC.

In Lafayette jjlif since 1958

o RULLISERVICE D astn/8iild Copnoaiy
SUSTAINABLE Soltiions

(925) 284-7816 www.laftree.com

s

- visit ,

web site for
details

P
=

www.yarnboutique.us

« Lots and lots of fabulous yarn
\ « Friendly, personal service
« Sensible prices

b .
-
£y
[ »
| LaFiestaSquare |
963-C Moraga Rd. - 925-283-7377

Sat. by Appoinyment (next to Petar’s Restaurant) 925-299-1 3 1 7 Lic: C-27-453350
@ _The (Arm Eoutiaque Central S WE'VE MOVED!

« State of the Art Video Surveillance
+ All Doors Alarmed

* Access Hours 7.a.m. to 7 p.m.
+ Complete Moving & Packing Supplies

* Major Credit Cards Accepted * Individualized Elevator Access

* Please call for details + Deliveries Accepted

MENTION THIS AD FOR 15% OFF YOUR
NEXT CUSTOM FRAMING ORDER!

EXPERT FICTURE FRAMING
1020 BROWN AVE, LAFAYETTE
2832-TE20 = OPEMN MOM-SAT 10-G

AVENUE FAMILY PRACTICE

WOMEN'S HEALTH
SPORTS MEDICINE
TRAVEL MEIICINE & VACCONES

WV YL II:_.-I_‘|-|II Iti:}'l}l.; WO, OO

911Moraga Rd. Lalayette (925) 962-9120

Mledicare st most |Ralifsdeces sccepiliog

Making Bay Area HO“‘°IS9 e
Beautiful Sin¢®

! lodi ett’s .

“Quality and Service Since 1946”  Abbey Carpet.

Lic. # 177588

arry: Blodgett
Owner

www.blodgetts.com

925.284.4807

3291 Mt. Diablo Ct., Lafayette

ViCaulou’s

Save Gas
Save Money
Save Time

Shop your local McCaulou’s

AT
[ F LA

Fasrndy Poriras
Wietkdengs
Lpeial Everms
Reshorsgion
Headsho

LyndsPhoto.com
925962.0180

Diamonds
Anniversary Bands

Wedding Rings
Integrity

é'-/” since 1994

Fine Jewelry and watch repair including Rolex & Omega using genuine parts.
All work done on premises by European trained watch maker & jeweler.
Custom Designs - Manufacturing in Gold & Platinum - Jewelry & Watch Repair

3559 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette - 925-283-1800

oving

Holistic Veterinary Center

Dr. Karen Rettig
1042 Brown Avenue
Lafayette, California 94549

Ph: 925-283-6160
Fax: 925-283-6170

alternativesforanimals @ gmail.com
alternatives4animals.com

Kristine’s Kuts

Kid friendly, all ages welcome
Kristine & Gary
(Formally from Cool Tops Cuts For Kids)

925-822-4444
3367 Mt Diablo Blvd, Lafayette

Open most days 10am-4pm

20 Lafayette Circle
Lafayette
(925)-962-1776

www.vintagehenhouse.com

3291 M, Dioblo Bhed,
Lofoyetie

(925) 283-3421

E&FRAMING

The Print Gallery

Frames « Prints « Posters «
Shadow Boxes «
£’ g Needlework - Mirrors «
LR ;—'-:ﬂf_" ﬂ_ Memorabilia «
15 Fiesta Lane « Lafayette « (925) 283-4668 | (Catalogues forOrdering
(Near Chow Restaurant)

ke o . uf

* Custom Framing $75 maximum

Residential
— Remodels -
- Additions -
— Custom Homes -

BUILDERS, Inc.

Lafayette
3746 Mt Diablo Blvd #205
(925) 283-3128

Contact Matt Kunz or Jeff Wendt

matt@kandwbuilders.com

jeff@kandwbuilders.com
CL# 930839|

5 AM - 2:30 PM
Seven Days a Week
1018 Oak Hill Road
Lafayette

yosu n"|r . 4sop|bejg

Breakfast ¢ Lunch

- Breakfast » Lunch ¢ Breakfast * Lunch e« Breakfast * Lunch °

Piano Studio

Rita Yegiazaryan
925-283-7601

R
[ Lafayette] Ricem Yalley Pet Shoppe

I

www.lafayettepet.com |

: Carrying everything you need for your pets! N:}:l
|

. L ¥
| small Animal Boarding | gyNnDAY JAN23 |

I  Holistic Pet Food | 1 E%

I Huge Selection of Toys & 1 SUN.:: I;YPI;,IEB € | vy I
. - 1

| Pet Accessories L 1 |

I 3517 Mt. Diablo Blvd. ¢ Lafayette ¢ (925) 284-5212

JV LUCAS PAVING

F 3
QUALITY - INTEGRITY !

EXPERT WORKMANSHIP A A
FOURTH GENERATION PAVING COMPANY b, ¥

o4

i
Ryan and
Jim Lucas

PRODUCTS E

HunterDouglas J

4
ARMAND'S
DRAPERY, SHUTTERS & UPHOLSTERY
DRAPERY &UPHOLSTERY WORKROOM ON PREMISES

Custom Drapes - Roman Shades - Alustra™ « Mini Blinds - Vertical Blinds
Vignette® & Silhouette® window shadings « Luminette® Privacy Sheers®
Duette® honeycomb shades - Drapery Hardware - Bedspreads

: Wood & Vinyl Shutters (Indoor &0utdoor) « Outdoor Basswood Blinds « Insoroll Rolling Shutter

+ NO CHARGE FORINHOME  Alouette® LightLouvers - Trio™ Convertible Shades 5
SELECTION & MEASURE  B| INDS & DRAPERY CLEANING & REPAIRS C

SN SHOWCASE ﬂ 90 DAYS

PRIORITY 283_87 1 7

I-' DEALER

3391 Mt. Diablo Blvd. e Lafayette ¢ www.armandsdrapery.net

WE CARRY
|

SINCE 1954

PROFESSIONAL
INSTALLATION

SAME AS CASH

Adult Workshops & Classes,
Kids Classes, Custom Embroidery

3 Open Studio + Sewing Machines + Scouts + Birthday Parties

1 960 Moraga Rd., Lafayette (925)283-7396

www.sewnow.com I

Art Instruction for Children § Adults
Slgwn Up Now for Winker
7
and Spring Cclasses!
* The Young Artist « Cartooning « Watercolor
* Pastels § Mixed Media * Teen Open Studio

- Anbmal Falr « Adventures bn At + Ac@tics
* Create with Clay « Art of Drawing

50 Lafayette Circle, Lafayette « (925) 299-1515 « www.theart-room.com

Watch for Shop Orinda Febuary 2" Call for Advertising 925.377.0977
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Orinda s Award Winning Homes

By Andrea A. Firth
z ontemporary or modern archi-

tecture makes up a small percent-
age of the residential building projects
in Orinda according to the City’s Plan-
ning Director, Emmanuel Ursu. The an-
gles, massing, and large amounts of
glass found in modern designs can pres-
ent challenges, says Ursu, but he notes
that Orinda’s sizeable lots and plentiful
vegetation can accommodate bigger
setbacks and enable privacy to facilitate
a contemporary design. Interestingly,
modern architectural design was em-
ployed in two of the residential build-
ing projects that received the Mayor’s

Award for Architectural Excellence in
2010: the Gasparinis’ home remodel,
known as the Hundred Foot House,
and the Remicks’ new home which was
recognized for Environmental Sustain-
ability. In both projects the homeown-
ers chose a modern design to enhance
the connection between the home and
the outdoor environs.
Hundred Foot House

After 15 years of apartment
dwelling in San Francisco, Jon and
Michele Gasparini were eager to find a
safe and quiet community in which to
raise their family. The great schools,

beautiful topography, and close prox-
imity to the city made Orinda an ideal
choice to relocate their family that in-
cludes three children, ages eight, five,
and three years, and a hound called
Greta.

After purchasing a run-down
rancher on a heavily wooded lot, the
Gasparinis found that their plan for a
modest remodeling project was to be a
labor of both love and patience. They
uncovered structural issues that im-
posed significant additional require-
ments, resources, and time. “We
purchased our home in 2003 but did

Photo Tim Griffith x

INIRF;

20/10

not move in until 2009,” says Jon who,
with help of his father, chipped away at
the project working alongside his con-
tractors to build the majority of the
home over a four-year span.

Perched 20 feet above the street
just below the canopy of the oak and
redwood trees that surround the house,
the Gasaprinis’ home feels like a tree
house—very private yet simultaneously
open and bright. “We were drawn to the
heavily wooded surroundings and
wanted to appreciate the outdoors from
every room in the house,” says Jon.

The original 1,500 square foot L-
shaped home was expanded to 2,400
square feet by adding small amounts of
new space at the tips. The modified T-
shaped structure has four bedrooms
and three full baths. Unlike the flat
roofs found on many modern struc-
tures, the roof of each segment of the
house extends upward from the center
like the wings of a butterfly. The en-
tranceway, kitchen, and family room are
situated in the original 16-foot wide
footprint surrounded by walls of glass.
The adjacent, perpendicular segment
that houses the bedrooms and bath-
rooms is more solid and private with
smaller, two-foot wide windows that
punctuate the walls at even intervals. By
excavating part of the hillside, the re-
taining wall that the original house was
built alongside was pushed back to
yield a 16-foot wide, flat courtyard that
runs the length of the public living
space. Three extra- wide, double doors
line the back wall of the home and open
freely into the courtyard creating an in-
door/outdoor living room in the
warmer months.

...continued on page OH4
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List to Sell

Experience Real Estate in 2011.

Listing and Selling Results Locally for 27 Years.

Powering Ahead Online
CLARKTHOMPSON.COM

\/llage

REAL ESTATE
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Lamorinda Home Sales recorded

LAFAYETTE Last reported: 10 Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oak-
LOWEST AMOUNT: $450,000 land real estate information company. Sale prices
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,200,000 are computed from the county transfer tax infor-

MORAGA Last reported: 5 mation shown on the deeds that record at close
LOWEST AMOUNT: $165,000 of escrow and are published five to eight weeks
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,030,000 aftersuch recordlng. Th|5|nform§t|on |§obta|ned

from public county records and is provided to us

ORINDA Last reported: 9 i '

by California REsource. Neither Cal REsource nor
LOWEST AMOUNT: $599,000 this publication are liable for errors or omissions.
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,620,000
LAFAYEITE

3103 Del Oceano Drive, $530,000, 4 Bdrms, 1757 SqFt, 1962 YrBlt, 12-20-10;
Previous Sale: $820,000, 02-10-06

3224 Elvia Street, $768,000, 3 Bdrms, 1716 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 12-15-10;
Previous Sale: $535,000, 05-03-10

956 Happy Valley Court, $795,000, 4 Bdrms, 2478 SqFt, 1956 YrBlt, 12-15-10

612 Huntleigh Drive, $850,000, 3 Bdrms, 1914 SqFt, 1963 YrBlt, 12-14-10

3351 Kincheloe Court, $1,200,000, 4 Bdrms, 2278 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 12-17-10

3494 Moraga Boulevard, $820,000, 2 Bdrms, 1430 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 12-16-10;
Previous Sale: $906,000, 05-06-05

1071 Oak Hill Road, $775,000, 4 Bdrms, 2723 SqFt, 1946 YrBlt, 12-22-10;
Previous Sale: $756,000, 10-01-02

3170 Plymouth Road, $817,000, 3 Bdrms, 1537 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 12-17-10;
Previous Sale: $915,000, 03-29-05

1480 Shulgin Road, $1,100,000, 4 Bdrms, 5229 SqFt, 1976 YBlt, 12-17-10;
Previous Sale: $1,700,000, 09-20-02

1689 Springbrook Road, $450,000, 3 Bdrms, 1124 SqFt, 1953 YrBIt, 12-20-10;
Previous Sale: $675,000, 08-03-07

MORAGA

106 Alta Mesa Court, $515,000, 3 Bdrms, 2486 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 12-15-10;
Previous Sale: $865,000, 05-19-06

2079 Ascot Drive #139, $165,000, 1 Bdrms, 713 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 12-22-10;
Previous Sale: $108,500, 07-29-99

794 Augusta Drive, $1,030,000, 4 Bdrms, 2680 SqFt, 1978 YrBlt, 12-13-10;
Previous Sale: $590,000, 02-26-99

117 Miramonte Drive, $429,000, 2 Bdrms, 1514 SqFt, 1965 YrBlt, 12-17-10;
Previous Sale: $467,500, 10-24-03

24 La Salle Drive, $860,000, 4 Bdrms, 2119 SqFt, 1961 YrBIt, 12-15-10;
Previous Sale: $575,000, 06-15-01

ORINDA

22 Bel Air Drive, $1,115,000, 4 Bdrms, 2170 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 12-22-10;
Previous Sale: $785,000, 11-09-00

14 Berkeley Avenue, $599,000, 2 Bdrms, 1360 SqFt, 1970 YrBIt, 12-21-10;
Previous Sale: $579,000, 05-14-09

650 Kite Hill Road, $1,177,500, 4 Bdrms, 2854 SqFt, 1978 YiBlt, 12-16-10;
Previous Sale: $600,000, 03-10-92

53 Knickerbocker Lane, $1,450,000, 4 Bdrms, 3340 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 12-14-10;
Previous Sale: $1,565,000, 11-01-05

9 Las Vegas Road, $1,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 2257 SqFt, 1939 YrBlt, 12-16-10;
Previous Sale: $1,015,000, 04-08-04

24 Marston Road, $730,000, 2 Bdrms, 1520 SqFt, 1943 YrBlt, 12-15-10;
Previous Sale: $969,000, 09-01-05

105 Meadow Lane, $1,370,000, 4 Bdrms, 2741 SqFt, 1952 YrBlt, 12-14-10;
Previous Sale: $1,500,000, 08-13-04

35 Parklane Drive, $720,000, 2 Bdrms, 1526 SqFt, 1948 YrBIt, 12-17-10;
Previous Sale: $475,000, 04-15-99

4 Patrick Lane, $1,620,000, S Bdrms, 3604 SqFt, 1990 YrBlt, 12-16-10;
Previous Sale: $1,925,000, 06-18-08

Lamorinda Foreclosures recorded

No listings



Caldecott.com

. . NEW MORAGA OFFICE

New + improved website (by the Rheem Theater)
at Caldecott.com 370B Park Street | Moraga, CA
925.376.4000

Sales, Leasing + Property Management OAKLAND OFFICE
5251 Broadway | Oakland, CA

Single family homes, townhouses, 510.594.2400

condos, multi-family homes + land
Caldecott.com

A Few Doors Down from the Rheem Theater. Caldecott

PROPERTIES
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Modern and Connected

Orinda’s Award Winning Homes

,,,continued from OH1

Both Jon and Michele have design degrees, and
they were integrally involved in the design and planning : #ﬁ
of their home. “We wouldn't consider ourselves staunch &
modernists,” says Jon regarding their choice of architec-
tural style. “It was important that we build a home that
feels honest and consistent with the era and location we
live in. The combination of steel, glass, and wood is ele-
gant and graceful without the need for unnecessary dec-
orative embellishments.”

The Gasparinis worked with architects Luke Ogry-
dziak and Zoé Prillinger whose San-Francisco-based
studio focuses on progressive design. The architects
named the project the Hundred Foot House in large part
because the house is about 100 feet in length but also to
emphasize the idea of measure which is prevalent
throughout the design. “Our architecture tends to be ab-
stract,” says Ogrydziak. An abstract four-foot module re-
peats throughout the open floor plan, which leads to

consistency and repetition in the design, explains Ogry-
dziak. “Luke and Zoé really honed in on our aesthetic
from the beginning,” says Jon. “They were able to expand
on ideas and concepts in ways we would have never
thought of”

One of the great features of the home is the loca-
tion, says Jon. “It feels as though we're living alone in
the woods, but it’s really only a short walk to downtown
Orinda. As a family we often walk into town for ice : o
cream or a movie. Where else does this lifestyle exist ' Photo Mariko Reed

anymore?”
Sustainable Indoor/Outdoor Living

“We wanted the house to have a really compact
footprint, so we could take best advantage of the flat out-
door spaces,” says Joe Remick as he looks out at the ad-
jacent deck and outdoor living space complete with a
refrigerator, sink, and grill. Sun pours in through a wall
of large, accordion glass doors and transom windows,
which makes the interior dining room comfortably
warm even though the temperature outside is well below
40°F. “We open the doors up whenever we can. We re-
ally enjoy the connection between the indoor and out-
door living spaces,” says Joe.

Joe and his wife Cathy are both architects. Joe man-
ages his own architectural firm; project North, doing
mainly residential projects and specializing in sustain-
able architecture. Cathy also does residential architec-
ture along with freelance graphic design. Together they
designed their new home and created the master plan
for landscaping the % acre lot that is half flat and half
hillside.

...continued on page OH6
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View from the backyard of Remick's sustainable home. Photo Mariko Reed



Patricia Battersby Ashley Battersby
925-330-6663 925-323-9955

pb@patriciabattersby.com ashley@patriciabattersby.com
DRCH 00854455 DRCY 01407734

www. patriciabattersby.com

HAPPY VALLEY GLEN! HAPPY VALLEY!
1176 Glen Road, Lafayette 3819 Palo Alto Drive, Lafayette

4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths 2578 5q. Ft. 27 Acre

Bl Great living areas, fam rm ad] to kit. Offers

1 two separate offices and a fabulous master

¥ retreat. Hdwd firs, french doors, wonderful
v chose to town/commute,

Wi
walls of glass, fr drs, 11 skyliphts, natural It ; '
every rm, newer kit & lus mstr suite, beaut .' :
hdwd firs, views, .75 ac pvt yard, pool, spa. [FES

Offered at 51,195,000 Offered at $1,679,000

Fabulous single story updated home, (§) pen Sunday
filled with an abundance of natural ) 4Pm

light. Some features include 6
bedrooms 4 baths, lovely hardwood
floors, and vaulted ceilings. Gracious
access to the level yard and patios
provide wonderful indoor/outdoor
living and entertaining.

One of Lafayette’s most desirable
neighborhoods, plus top rated schools!

Offered at $1,335,000

3919 South Peardale Drive, Lafayette

Presented by

SUE LAYNG

Cell: 925-963-7189
Sue@SueLayng.com

www.SueLayng.com
DRE # 000970956




MARA CONSTRUCTION

LOCATED IN LAMORINDA AREA
20th YEAR IN BUSINESS

SPECIALIZING IN ALL PHASES OF HOME CONSTRUCTION

- New Custom Builds
- Additionls

- Custom Kitchens

- Custom Bat

- Doors/Wind

- Tile/Pavers

View projects and style ideas at our updated Website.

51 0-385-8251 ¢ MaraConst@comcast.net
WWW.MARACONSTRUCTION.COM

License # 586512

- Re-Leveling
.- Structure Repair
- Drainage Systems

all

ustom Wirin

Mortgage rates are at historical lows
Best time to buy or refinance a home
or investment property

Dexter Honens I1
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Kyle Davis

MORTGAGE BROKER

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
80% Loans to $2,000,000 Estate needs to experience the
75% Loans to $3,000,000 integrity, professionalism and
We use experienced local Appraisers results you expect.

Please call me for your Real

Providing Premier Loan products Serving clients, friends and family

and service. in your neighborhood since 1989.
For current rates call Kyle
at 925-314-5299 Office: (925) 253-2148

Residence: (925) 254-8088
Cell: (510) 918-8911
honens@pacbell.net

Fax: (925) 831-9161
kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

DRE License #01111347 EIEE&-I-"EI[IEI DRE License #01327738
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Modern and Connected

Orinda s Award Winning Homes

,,,continued from OH1

From their professional training
and by nature, the Remicks are great
economizers of space and time. Fol-
lowing the footprint of the original
home, they built a 2,800 square foot,
two-story, modern-style home that in-
cludes four bedrooms, four bath-
rooms and a detached 220 square foot
guest cottage/office to meet all the
space needs of their home-based busi-
nesses, their school-age daughter, and
their two rescued black and tan coon-
hounds. Remarkably the house was
completed in seven months. “We were
able to build the house in seven
months by fabricating portions of the
house offsite while the foundation
was being constructed,” explains Joe.

Many of the sustainable ele-
ments in the home are reflected in the
materials employed. The exterior
walls of the house are covered in a
combination of cedar siding and a
lime-based plaster. All of the wood
used in the interior and on the exte-
rior of the house was sourced from
Forest Stewardship Council-certified
outlets to ensure the wood products
came from responsibly harvested and
verified sources. The lime-based plas-
ter on the exterior walls does not re-
quire a high-energy manufacturing
process like the more commonly used
cement. In addition, the Remicks
used 0% VOC paint, which contains
no volatile organic compounds.

“Alot of the sustainability is tied
to the systems in the house,” says Joe.
The pipe runs are short and close to-
gether to minimize wasted energy.
Lighting is controlled by a home au-
tomation system, and all of the lights

are dimmable and preset to a maxi-
mum 90% of the total light capacity.
“The difference between 90% and
100% of the light capacity is indis-
cernible to the eye,” says Joe, “and the
10% reduction saves energy and
greatly extends the life of the light
bulbs.” There are two solar panels on
the roof, which meet about % of their
hot water needs, and 16 solar photo-
voltaic panels, a 3.2 kilowatt system,
that provide the energy for about half
of the home’s electrical needs. The flat
roof of the guest cottage has succu-
lents and small grasses growing on it
that provide insulation and absorb ex-
cess rainwater.

And when the weather warms
again, the Remicks have plenty of fun
things to keep them busy outside. The
backyard has a hot tub, an in-ground
trampoline, and a bocce ball court.
Along with several raised vegetable
boxes, the Remicks have also planted
one hundred Sangiovese grapevines,
about enough to make a barrel esti-
mates Joe, who shares wine-making
equipment with a neighbor. The con-
cept for the Remick’s new home is re-
ally about the connection to the site

and the land.

Ogrydziak/Prillinger Architects
www.oparch.net

(415) 474-6724

project NORTH

Owner, Joseph Remick
www.projectNORTH.com
(415) 465-1001

Clarification, issue date 01/05/11

Village Associates Celebrates Ten Years in Lamorinda: According to
Village Associates founder Ignacio Vega: “Village Associates Real
Estate enjoys a 23% share of the Lamorinda market and has the
highest dollar volume in the county for a standalone single office
based on statistics compiled by Brokermetrics.”
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The Real Estate Year in

Review
By Conrad Bassett

2010 was quite a year for residential real estate
in Lamorinda, just as it continued to be
throughout the country. However, where
most other areas saw a more limited amount
of sales, Lamorinda’s volume was up signifi-
cantly, especially in Lafayette and Moraga.

Homes stayed on the market for alittle
less time than a year ago and prices remained
relatively stable as supply remained reason-
ably low throughout the year.

Also, the Lamorinda communities
continued to see a few more short sales and
REOs (bank owned properties.) These prop-
erties continue to negatively influence other
nearby communities on a much grander
scale.

Per Contra Costa Association of Real-
tors statistics reported for closings January 1
through December 31,2010, 250 single-fam-
ily homes closed in Lafayette versus 198 in
2009. There were four sales where the sales
prices were not reported to the MLS. For the
246 reported closings, sales prices ranged
from $400,000 to $3,000,000 and the average
time on market was 53 days, down from 63
in 2009. The average sale price was
$1,097,749 versus $1,045,217 ayear ago. The
average sales price was 94.8% of the final list
price.

In Moraga there were 102 single-family
closings, up significantly from the 59 in 2009.
Prices ranged from $525,000 to $2,465,000.
The average sale price was $927,948, down
slightly from 2009’ 961,872. The number of
days on market in 2010 was 44 and the aver-
age home sold for 96.8% of its last list price.

In Orinda the number of single-family
closings was 179 versus 162 in 2009. There
were four properties where sale prices were
notreported to the MLS. The reported sales
ranged in price of $410,000 to $2,950,000
and an average price of $1,060,798. A year
ago it was $1,029,91S. The average market
time was 62 days, down a fraction from a year
ago when it was 68 days. The average sales
price was 95.6% of the final list price.

On an average price per square foot
basis in 2010, Lafayette homes sold for $432
per square foot; Moraga homes for $38S per
square foot and in Orinda it was $408. In
2009, Lafayette homes sold at $434 per
square foot, Moraga homes sold for $408 and
Orinda was at $426.

In the condominium/town home cat-
egory, Lafayette had nine closings, up from
six closings in 2009. They ranged in 2010
from $302,500 to $427,000; Moraga had 65
(up from SO a year ago) ranging from
$147,000 to $740,000 and Orinda had three
just as in 2009. They sold from $241,900 to
$692,000.

It should be noted that there are also a
few direct sales that do not go through the
MLS and they are not reported here. These
include some foreclosures that were sold at
the courthouse as well as some sales between
private individuals.

As of December 31, there were 57
homes under contract per the MLS in the
three communities combined, with asking
prices of $147,000 to $4,200,000. It should
be pointed out that there 12 “Potential Short
Sales” that are currently pending. In each case,
the anticipated closing date is several months
into the future as the sellers await approval of
their particular lender or lenders.

A comparison of year-end inventory
versus a year ago shows an increase from the
110 that were available on January 1 of2010
to the 133 currently available. There are cur-
rently 19 short sale homes available and also
19 listed bank REOs. Typically the biggest
inventory is in the spring and early summer.
There are S5 properties on the market in
Lafayette with asking prices of $425,000 to
$10,750,000. In Moraga, buyers have their
choice of 39 homes and condos listed be-
tween $149,900 and $1,995,000. In Orinda
there are 40 on the market priced froma con-
dominium at $298,000 to a single family
home at $4,250,000.

As has been the recent story, the most
active price range is in the more “affordable”
price range. However, the high end did im-
prove significantly as 42 sold above
$2,000,000 during the year compared with
23 that closed in Lamorinda in 2009, 30 in
2008 and 50 in 2007.

Prices are not as high as they were at the
peak a few years ago, but in 2010, there were
several situations in the three communities
where the seller received multiple offers and
homes sold for above the list price. This
points to both a strengthening of the market
and a willingness by sellers to be realistic in

their pricing.

WWWHOLCENBERG.COM

Focused on
our client's needs...

When we decided to put our

home on the market it was a

carefully considered decision, as

we knew we would be selling in

a difficult market, and we knew

our home needed some sprucing up to make it
ready for sale. The first people we turned to for
advice were Wendy and Michelle Holcenberg.
They spent several hours discussing our property,
what we might do to make it “sparkle”, and how
they would assist us in preparing the house and
marketing it.VWe were sold. Their ideas for
updating the house were practical and cost-
effective, and their marketing plan was energetic
and very sound. In only 30 days, we got an offer
we were very happy to accept.

—-Moraga Sellers/Clayton Buyers

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com
925.253.4630
DRE#00637795

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663
DRE#01373412

5 Moraga Way
Orinda CA 94563

CoOLDLWSLL
BANKER O
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Peralta Construction

CUSTOM HOMES | ADDITIONS | REMODELING

owned and operated by Moraga resident

Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692

www.peraltaconstruction.com




Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

ORINDA

New Listing

5 Rich Acres Road

Located on a pvt gated court on .54 ac
w/mature landscaping. Beaut hm w/many
upgrades, 4bd/3ba, gourmet kitche, FDR,
award-winning Orinda schools.

Offered at $1,395,000

- ORINDA

4 Sycamore Road
Extraordinary estate in highly desirable Miner
Road area. Formal gated entrance. Exquisite
pvt 1.3 acres level grounds, classic & elegant

style.
Offered at $4,250,000
MORAGA

[ e ]
160 Valley Hill Drive
Fabulously remodeled 4bd/4ba ranch home on over
5 acres just minutes from town. 3-stall barn, pas-
tures and pool. Shown by appointment only...call

today!
Offered at $1,295,000
_LAFAYET TE

y 1 |
3819 Palo Alto Drive
Wonderful Happy Valley 4bd/4ba home.
Beautifully maintained & appointed. Newer
kitchen w/lg eating area & fam rm. Ideal in-
law set up. Walk to school.

Offered at $1,679,000

ORINDA

-
New Price

484 Dalewood Drive

Quality blt for owner w/x-1g rooms - open &
airy. Lots of storage, sep library, Sth bdrm on 1
wing w/full bath. Family living on other wing.
Fantastic yd w/pool & spa.

Offered at $1,850,000

“MORAGA

1365B Cammo Peral
Comfortable 2bd/2ba, 1281 sf w/fireplace,
washer/dryer, deck & 2 dedicated parking
spaces. Near shopping, park, library and trails.

Best schools!
Offered at $299,000

MORAGA 5)

471 Millfield Place

Big, beautiful traditional home. Updated &
expanded w/many decorator & custom
features. Andersen windows & doors, den,
island kitchen, lavish mstr retreat, level yard.

Offered at $1,575,000

LAFAYETTE

20 Monticello Court

One-of-a-kind 1.6 acre estate in Happy Valley
Glen blt in 2000. Magnificent grounds w/lvl
lawn areas, prof outdoor kitchen/pool/spa, slide
& beach area.

Offered at $3,495,000

ORINDA

179 Crestview Drive

Incredible estate hm on 20 ac pvt knoll. Beaut
flt custom w/Fu Tung Chen designed gourmet
kit, pvt master suite, fab in-law apt. 360 degree
views, ideal for vineyard.

Offered at $1,999,000
MORAGA (%)

e
] .

New Listing
2092-2094 Donald Drive
Charming ranch-style duplex each with 2bd/1ba
& 1-car garage. All dual panes, hdwd in LR, DR
& kitchen, pvt backyard in wooded setting. Top

schools.
Offered at $699,000
LAFAYETTE
1 b

1176 Glen Road

Happy Valley Glen. Charming 4bd home w/two
office spaces. Many new updates, beaut hdwd
floors, French doors to yard & pool. Close to
town, Bart, great Lafayette schools.

Offered at $1,195,000

PLEASANT HILL @

90 Monte Cresta
Remodeled & updated thruout. 3bd/2ba in
Poet's Corner, recently landscaped yd
w/privacy, patio w/trellis. Remod oversz
kitchen, SS applis, granite & more.

Offered at $625,000

ORINDA

121 Lombardy Lane

Highest quality remodel of unmatched style
& appeal. Traditional five-star resort-style
living at its finest. Truly flawless in setting &
design w/high-end amenities.

Offered at $2,395,000

MORAGA

98 Brookfield Drive
Lovely 5bd/3ba on level desirable Moraga cul de
sac. Updated kitchen & baths, hdwd floors, lawn
patio & pool. Very close to award-winning K-8

schools.
Offered at $999,000

LAFAYETTE ®

3919 So. Peardale Drive

Fabulous sgl Ivl updated hm. Tons of natural
light, hdwd floors, vaulted ceilings, LR
w/custom fireplace & sep alcove. Marvelous
great rm, kit w/wine bar, sep pantry.

Offered at $1,335,000

WALNUT CREEK ®

314 Warwick Drive

Charming 4bd hm in Scottsdale w/sidewalks nr
Heather Farms. Northgate HS, recreation areas
& trails. Lots of updates, hdwd floors, great yard,
large bedrooms.

Offered at $739,000

Visit www.villageassociates.com
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(925) 254-0505 or 1-866-856-VARE

to see our weekly online previews
updated every Wednesday and Friday by noon.

@itd'¥:® Sunday Open House

Friday after 5 PM for Open House listings

Sl

- ' —

aga Way, Suite 103

~ Orinda, CA 94563

THE VILLAGE
ASSOCIATES:

Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Joan Cleveland
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S Friedman
Pamela Halloran
Dexter Honens I1
Debbie Johnston
Hal Kaufman
Margot Kaufman
Susan Zeh Layng
Art Lehman
Charles Levine
April Matthews
L. Bruce Maxon
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen

Sue Olsen

Kurt Piper

Tara Rochlin
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf

Steve Smith

Jeff Snell

Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker
Ann Ward

Dan Weil
Margaret Zucker
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