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Saint Mary’s Basketball Struggles on the Road

By Bryant West

Rob Jones (22) notched 18 points against his former team, USD.

n the span of two days, the Saint
Mary’s Gaels played their best
game and then their worst game.
They went from stunning a
Spokane crowd with a win over the
WCC-dominant Gonzaga Bulldogs
to witnessing the Portland fans rush
the court after the Pilots beat them
85-70.
In a four game stretch that
featured two games of great basket-
ball and two games of not-so-great

Photo Tod Fierner

basketball, Saint Mary’s bested San
Diego at 67-56 in Moraga, lost on
the road to Vanderbilt at 89-70, beat
heated rival Gonzaga 73-71 in
Spokane, and were downed by the
Pilots 85-70.

“We just did a bad job prepar-
ing and executing,” head coach
Randy Bennett said after the loss in
Portland. “I was proud of our guys.
They competed to get that thing
back reasonable... (but) We were

never a threat to win the game.”

San Diego sits last in the con-
ference but gave the Gaels a fight.
Still, Saint Mary’s prevailed 67-56.
Junior Rob Jones, who played his
first two years at San Diego before
transferring, led the Gaels with 18
points and 13 boards. With the score
tied at 33-33 with 14:48 to play,
Jones hit a three that started the
Gaels’ run and put them up for good.

On Saturday, January 22nd
the Gaels got off to a good start in
Tennessee before Vanderbilt took
over, giving the Gaels their third
loss of the season at 89-70. Sopho-
more guard Matthew Dellavedova
led the way with 19 points and four
assists but Saint Mary’s couldn’t
stop the Commodores’ offense, al-
lowing them to shoot 52 percent
from the field and 50 percent from
downtown.

Saint Mary’s held a 19-13
lead after a three from Jones with
12:58 to go in the half, but Vander-
bilt outscored the Gaels 30-9 the
rest of the period and held a 43-28
lead at halftime. The Gaels man-
aged to cut into the lead multiple
times- narrowing it to seven at 67-
60 after a dunk by Jones with 7:38
to play — but Vanderbilt never relin-
quished the lead.

The difficult road trip contin-
ued to Spokane. The Gaels have
never beat Gonzaga in their build-
ing in Bennett’s tenure. But thanks
to senior guard Mickey Mc-
Connell’s late game heroics — hitting
a game winning shot around Bull-
dogs’ center Robert Sacre with 1.2
seconds to play — the Gaels man-

aged a stunning victory that silenced
the rarely silent Kennel. Gonzaga
was 44-1 in conference play at
home to that point — losing only
once before, to the Gaels in 1995.

“Gonzaga is a good team,”
Bennett said afterwards. “I felt like
we beat a good Gonzaga team. We
played well. .. we are happy as heck
to get out of here with a win."

McConnell led the Gaels
with 27 points, six assists and four
boards, while Jones added 15 points
and 13 boards. Sacre led the 17 and
eight boards, while guard Steven
Gray had 14 before fouling out with
four minutes to play.

“We wanted to get one shot
and that was the last shot so that
was the main thing,” McConnell
said. “We wanted to switch Sacre
and get the mismatch.”

That was exactly what the
Gaels got. Zags’ guard Marquise
Carter hit two free throws with 10
seconds to play that tied the game
at 71-71. McConnell took the ball
up, and a screen later found himself
guarded by Sacre. He curved his
body around the seven-foot center,
shot a 10 foot jumper off- handed,
and hit the game winner with 1.2
seconds to play.

But perhaps the victory over
rival Gonzaga left the Gaels a little
bit on the weary side as they lost to
Portland 85-70 on Saturday. Port-
land used a 27-2 run to start the sec-
ond half that buried the Gaels, and
the Saint Mary’s run — the Gaels cut
it to eight at 76-68 with 51 seconds
left in the game — came too late.

When asked if the tough trip
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had fatigued the Gaels, McConnell
said he didn’t think it had. “I think
our guys felt alright. Itis justa nor-
mal road trip... We really just did-
n't defend and do the little things we
needed to do to get this win."

To the Pilots’ credit, they
have bested the Gaels in each of
their past two meetings in Portland,
but have both years been knocked
out of the Conference tournament
by Saint Mary’s. McConnell had a
career night, scoring 32 in the loss

Mickey McConnell (32) hit the game winner against Gonzaga Photo Tod Fierner
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but the Gaels shot just 39 percent
from the field.

The Gaels sit at 6-1 in con-
ference, one game ahead of second
place San Francisco at 5-2. Both
Santa Clara and Gonzaga have a 4-
3 conference record, but the Bron-
cos currently rest in third thanks to
win over the Zags earlier this
month. Saint Mary’s returns home
this week, taking on Pepperdine on
Thursday and a Saturday matchup
with Loyola Marymount.

B

it SM@GAELS COM

i

Boy’s and Girls ages 4-18

(925)631-4FUN « smccamps@stmarys-ca.edu

Masters Swimmers Finish Top in “Go The Distance” Event
Submitted by Richard K. Jacobberger

After a workout at Oakwood Athletic Club

afayette City Council

member and former Mayor
Don Tatzin (58) was the overall
champion for the 2010 United
States Masters Swimming
(USMS) “Go The Distance”
event. Tatzin finished first in the
nation having swam 1,798.18
miles in 2010. He improved on
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his 1,543.21 miles from 2009
which also qualified him for
first place. Tatzin was the only
swimmer to exceed 1,500
miles.

Susan Skilton (52) swam
735.42 miles to finish 42nd
overall and fourth in her age
group. Skilton was one of only

209 swimmers nationwide to
exceed 500 miles this year.

The “Go The Distance”
event is the fastest growing
USMS program, doubling partic-
ipation ever year; more than 2,200
members participate logging a
total of over 425,000 miles.

The event is a self-di-

rected program aimed at en-
couraging Masters swimmers to
exercise regularly. There is no
time limit for the distance mile-
stones. The program is based on
the honor system with swim-
mers logging the distance swam
on a daily, weekly or monthly
basis.

SMC Gaels

Home Game Schedule

www.SMCGaels.com

Thu, Feb 3 MBB PEPPERDINE McKeon Pavilion 7:00 PM

Sat, Feb 5 MBB LOYOLA MARYMOUNT McKeon Pavilion 5:00 PM
Wed, Feb9 MTEN San Francisco Timothy Korth Tennis Complex 3:00 PM
Thu, Feb 10 WBB Santa Clara McKeon Pavilion 7:00 p.m.

Sat, Feb 12 WBB San Francisco McKeon Pavilion 2:00 p.m.

Fri, Feb 18 WTEN Pacific Timothy Korth Tennis Complex 2:00 PM
Fri, Feb 18 MTEN Idaho Timothy Korth Tennis Complex 3:00 PM

Schedule is subject to change.
Confirm at www.SMCGaels.com
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Pet sitting

Gardening

Underpinning

Construction

LOVABLE PET-SITTING

. . op
Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish |’ Fpype
2
Play-Tlme = WalkS = Feedlng “restrictions apply
Tender-Care - House-Sitting - References

15 Years Experience
Lamorinda|

Linda Kucma (925) 746-4649

J. Limon Gardening

Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743

License #: 018287 25 yrs. experience

in Lamorinda

12x
$35

26X
$30

1x 6x
Blk&white: $45 $40
One color: $55 $50 $45 $40
Full color: $60 $55 $50 $45

Call 925-377-0977

design included, restrictions may apply
Offer your Services

Your ad will reach more then 23,000

homes and businesses in Lamorinda.
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SULLOING FOUWDATIONS « LIFTMNG - LEVELING - STRRILITING

07 310-0602

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation ¢ Remodeling
Home Repair

Big & Small Jobs

Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201

e

Handyman

Construction

Tutoring

Insured, all work guaranteed - Lic. # 57%1

ADDITONS & RENOVATIONS

DESIGN / PERMIT & BUILD SERVICES
FOUNDATION & FRAMING
RETAINING WALL
DECK, BALCONIE & SIDING
SOFT STORY EARTHQUAKE RETROFIT

More than 20 Years ot Experience
Civil Engineer Lic.#043437
General Contractor Lic.#564297

925-253-1000
SAFE ENGINEERING

SAT WRITING TUTORING

RAISE YOUR SCORE WITH A UNIQUE AND
PROVEN PROGRAM. FLEXIBLE HOURS TO
FIT YOUR BUSY SCHEDULE. INDIVIDUAL OR
PAIRED TUTORING AND FUN WORKSHOPS.

MAUREEN GREEN —

ID; Certified Member
NS AR

Nat'l Tutoring Association

925-299-8735
myprepturor@live.com
www.mypreptutor.com



