
Celebrating Valentine’s

Day without leaving

Lamorinda turned out to

be much harder than expected.

When the assignment came

in, I thought: Piece of cake!

Literally.  With bakeries,

florists, gift boutiques, spas, new

and established restaurants, movie

theaters, and even a luxury hotel,

what could be simpler?

Within 30 minutes, the list of

choices was longer than the stem

of any red rose I’ve ever had the

good fortune to receive.  With a

price tag to match.

The article needed to be put

on a diet.

I wrote the three names—

Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda—on

slips of paper.  I wrote three budg-

ets—$25, $50, $250 and above—

on paper, and put them all in a hat.

Several random draws later, I had

a plan worthy of any New Year’s

trim-the-fat resolution.

Orinda paired up with $25;

Moraga with $50, and Lafayette

got the big budget at $250 plus

change.  I figured tax was like a

gift to the town and city coffers, so

didn’t count that as part of the tab.

With a cap of $25, I tackled

Orinda first, mistakenly regretting

the slim budget would mean V-

Day had nothing to do with vic-

tory.

Two of Sam’s Very Messy

Chocolate Cupcakes from Repub-

lic of Cake ($2.75 each) satisfied

the time honored-tradition of delv-

ing into all things chocolate.  Ten

percent of the cost went to support

a local charity, making the pur-

chase even sweeter.

For me, Orinda Books is like

an open candy case to a sugar-

holic, so finding a collection of

love poems or a slim volume on

travel to exotic locations was a

cinch ($10).

With the remaining $9.50, an

inexpensive bottle of wine from

Bev Mo! was a possibility, but

it lacked the truly local connec-

tion I was seeking.

Table 24, the new kid on the

block, tempted me with the pos-

sibility of two iced teas ($2.00

each) and an order of the lus-

cious house corn bread ($4.00),

but left only $1.50 for a tip.

Orinda Hardware came to

the rescue, meeting almost any

desire.  Bird lover?  Bird seed at

$3.99 a bag.  Miss Fix-it?  A

$1.99 flashlight for help in

tightening a slip nut under the

sink.  There was even a cordless

drill at $9.97, leaving me only

47 cents over budget.

I felt flush as I descended

upon Moraga with fifty dollars.

That amount deserved to be spread

from dawn to dusk. I decided.  I

started with breakfast at Terzetto’s.

Valentine’s Day falls on a

weekday this year, so the $4.99

special topped my list.  Two eggs,

two bacon, two slices of toast

made for some pretty pairings.  If I

stuck to the organic breakfast

blend coffee ($1.75) a twosome

could swing out of there for a

sweet 16 bucks.

The chance to hang out at the

Hearst Art Gallery’s Civil War ex-

hibit ($4), with public hours

Wednesday through Sunday,

would have been an option on an-

other day, but instead, a romantic

hike at no cost from Moraga Com-

mons Park, to the Hacienda de las

Flores and up the Mulholland

Ridge filled the rest of the morn-

ing.

A pedicure at Anna Nails

($20) in the Rheem Valley Shop-

ping Center would leave just $14,

not quite enough for two tickets to

a matinee ($8 each) at the New

Rheem Theatre.

But a bottle of polish from

CVS ($5), applied at home while

watching a flick from the Red Box

($1), allowed for a flowering plant

from Moraga Garden Center ($14)

and two Caffé Cremosos at Ris-

torante Amoroma ($7 each) to end

the day.

It was open season in

Lafayette, with $250 and more to

burn.

At Lafayette Car Wash and

Detail Center a full detail ($250)

knocked down all the pins in one

strike.  This is for men and women

whose vehicles are their sanctuar-

ies and think they deserve to look

like one.

Jewelry is a standard idea,

but making it uncommon is simply

a matter of visiting Ware Designs,

where a low-end necklace or cus-

tom earrings will run $150 and up.

I’ve always wanted to have a

staycation at the Lafayette Park

Hotel & Spa.  The Romantic Es-

cape packages ($209-229) were an

obvious way to spend down the

cash.  Champagne, chocolate

dipped strawberries, $35 room

service credit and a late check-out

made this a perfect choice and left

just enough dough for snacks from

Diablo Foods.  (Love that hum-

mus, about $5, or $10 with chips.)

With all the momentum I

built up exploring the wonders of

Lamorinda businesses, it’s lucky I

didn’t get a speeding ticket.  Even

a fool knows there’s nothing ro-

mantic about spending Valentine’s

Day (and your budget) at the

county courthouse.  My advice?

Take it slow, shop close to home,

and love the one you’re with.
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA’S ONLY FAMOUS DAY/NIGHT SPA

Entourage Is For Lovers This Valentine’s Day

“Massage Into The Midnight” 
Valentine Special

Saturday Feb. 12th thru Monday Feb 14th
9 a.m. to midnight

Set for A Romantic Candlelit Setting

Book Early $100 Per Person*. The Last 8 Years Have Sold Out
*good for month of February

• A RELAXING 50 MINUTE

SWEDISH MASSAGE

• PLUNGE SHOWER

BUILT FOR TWO

• OTHER SPA SERVICES

AVALIBLE BY REQUEST

• ENTOURAGE’S FAMOUS

CHOCOLATE BUFFET

• CHAMPAGNE & WINE

2 THEATER SQUARE, #148  •  ORINDA •  925.254.9721  •  WWW.ENTOURAGESPA.COM
Hours: Open Mon-Sat, Sun: By Group ArrangementDay             Spa, Salon & Café

Includes:

$22*
Rosy-Rosie 
Manicure

$36 *
Rosy-Rosie Pedicure

Gift Cards, the Most
Pampering Gift for
Valentine’s Day

Voted “Best Of” by Lamorinda Moms, 
San Jose Mercury News, Metro, San Francisco Magazine 

* 25% off the 
regular price
Offer Expires 5/31/2011

Features 
romantic rose, lavender, 

and eucalyptus oils plus a sea 
salt and botanical nutrient scrub.

A 
Lamorinda 

Valentine’s 
Day

By 

Lou Fancher

Moraga Art Gallery’s New Show
By Cathy Dausman

Moraga Art Gallery began its

“Two Artists, Two Visions:

A Singular Experience” show fea-

turing local artists Beryl Glen-Rei-

land of Orinda and Moraga’s

George Ehrenhaft with an open

house January 15.  The show runs

through March 19. 

Glen-Reiland, who began

painting at age 14 in her native

Scotland, is exhibiting a collection

of landscapes, seascapes and flow-

ers, and some pencil sketches. One

such pencil sketch features Andrea

Farrell who played guitar during the

open house. 

“I am not sure I have a fa-

vorite medium.” Glen-Reiland

says. “When I draw, paint, think

and study art history, my life is ab-

sorbed in the beauty…”  She is

proud of the thriving Lamorinda art

community: “We have within our

grasps one of the best alliances of

art in northern California.”

Ehrenhaft took up watercol-

ors in 1996 after retiring from

teaching English on the East Coast.

His display of local landmarks, in-

cluding the Lafayette-Moraga Trail,

St. Mary’s College, Theater Square,

and Mt. Diablo drew high praise

from Indian Valley Elementary

school art teacher Heloise Levy.

Levy was drawn to Ehrenhaft’s

mixed use of dry and wet brush

techniques, and was at the open

house to make a purchase.  

On his website Ehrenhaft

says: “I usually do the same paint-

ing two or three times--until I get

sick of it or get it right. Three out of

four end up in the trash.”  While

painting recently on the Moraga-

Lafayette trail, a passer-by stopped

to comment: “I never realized that

the trail was so beautiful.”  That,

said Ehrenhaft, made his day.

The Gallery includes work

from about 18 artists, notes host

John Diestler. Current media in-

cludes oil and watercolor paintings,

photography, collage work and

fused glass work and ceramics.

Everything in the gallery is for sale.

The Moraga Art Gallery is in

the Rheem Shopping Center, 570

Center Street.  The gallery is open

noon to 5 p.m. Tuesday through

Sunday and is closed on Monday. 

George Ehrenhaft and Beryl Glen-Reiland Photo Cathy Dausman

MORAGA JEWELERS
562 Center St., Rheem Valley Shopping Center  

Moraga (925) 376-1283
FULL WATCH & JEWELRY REPAIR SERVICES ON SITE.

Round Brilliant Shape:
2.25 carats  G color, SI2 clarity EGL cert. $9,750.00 per stone
1.70 carats  I color, SI2 clarity EGL cert. $7,550.00 per stone
1.04 carats  D color, SI2 clarity EGL cert. $3,840.00 per stone
1.04 carats, G color, SI3 clarity EGL cert. $2,945.00 per stone
1.00 carat    H color, SI2 clarity   EGL  cert. $3,525.00 per stone
Diamond Stud Earrings
2.01  ctw, 14KW   $5,995.00/ pair
1.55  ctw, 14KW    $4,595.00/ pair

FINE JEWELRY & WATCHES ON SALE

LOOSE DIAMOND
SPECIALS

The Big Band is Back!
Submitted by Mo Levich

Generations In Jazz is pleased

to presents The Big Band

Of Rossmoor on Feb 25th for a

big band dance and concert at The

Veterans Memorial Building. This

is the first of the 2011 Big Band

Dance and Concert series, and fea-

tures vocalist Mary Anne Meltzer.

For those who have yet to

see this 30 member big band the

entertainment value is high.  Join

the generations spanning from 14

years to 92 years when the band

plays the Great American Song-

book from the 40’s.  From swing

to slow the tunes will entertain

you whether you dance or just

listen,  concert-style.

Rossmoor veteran musi-

cians from WWII that played

big band are joined by student

jazz musicians from Stanley In-

termediate School, Campolindo

High and Acalanes High. Come

listen and experience this un-

usual event as the music bridges

the generations.

Next, on April 8th The Big

Band of Rossmoor will be ap-

pearing at The New Rheem The-

ater on the big stage where many

jazz greats have performed in

years past.

On May 6th the band re-

turns to The Veterans Memorial

Building. This will be the final

performance for Lafayette’s own

Erin Grant who will graduate

from Acalanes. Erin will be fea-

tured on saxophone as Rossmoor

seniors and her piers pay their re-

spects to a wonderful young artist

and band member.

October 14th  is the final big

band dance of the season and will

feature the arrangements of our

own Frank Como.  Frank served

as Lionel Hampton’s arranger in

New York for over 20 years and

wrote for the NBC Studio Orches-

tra, Leonard Bernstein as well as

the Boston Pops.

All events begin at 7pm

begin with complimentary dance

lessons by Gail Enright. These

events can be attended by either

dancers or those who simply love

the music.

Tickets to all events are

available in advance from The

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

or at the door. To reserve in ad-

vance call 284-7404.
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