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Lamorinda Sports & Schools

Miramonte Boys™ Basketball Splits

Series with Acalanes
Lady Mats defeat Lady Dons

By Conrad Bassett
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Stephen Collins (21) drives to the basket through Miramonte defenders
Photo Jordan Fong
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Anthony Piganelli (1) and Matt Lim (4).
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he second half of the Diablo

Foothill Athletic League bas-
ketball season has started and the
three Lamorinda schools are jock-
eying for the opportunity to return
to the post-season. In Orinda last
Friday night, Acalanes boys came
to avenge an earlier loss to Mira-
monte. Acalanes’ girls did not have
as much luck as the boys. They lost
to the Lady Mats for the second
time this season, although keeping
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Kiran Shastri (21) pushes the ball up court
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the game much closer this time
around.

The Miramonte boys’ varsity
edged the Dons 62-60 on the road
earlier in the month and Acalanes
did not want to have to play catch-
up again. Behind the sharp shoot-
ing pair of seniors Stephen Collins
and Michael Jackson, the Dons
opened up a 14-9 lead after one pe-
riod and increased it to 33-16 off of
a three by junior James Griffin late

in the second quarter.

Not to be outdone, Miramonte
came clawing back in the second
half. Senior Anthony Piganelli mus-
cled inside for six third period points
and at the end of the period the Dons’
lead was down to 11.

The teams traded baskets
early in the fourth period as junior
Ross Anderson scored 10 of his
game-high 20 points including a
banked-in three pointer to cut the
lead to 56-50 with 3:10 to go. The
Mats closed the lead to four with 21
seconds to play but Collins and
Griffin each calmly hit two free
throws to seal the 61-54 win.

Collins finished with eight re-
bounds to go with his 17 points.
Griffin had 12 points. Anderson
added ten rebounds for a double-
double in the loss.

Dons head coach Darrell Hi-
rashima Jr. felt good about his team-
wide effort. “Stephen Collins was
shooting well and hustling all over
the court with rebounds, assists, and
steals.” He also noted, ““This was a
big win for us as the team is im-
proving at the right time of the year
as we finish the DFAL season and
prepare for the NCS playoffs.”

On the girls’ side, Acalanes
kept this game much closer than
their first meeting when they lost by
27 athome. In arguably the tough-
est league in Northern California,
the Lady Dons fell 57-46 to Mira-
monte.

The Matadors were led early
by junior Janine Loutzenhiser who
drilled two threes and fellow junior
Taylor Kizziee who hit a base line
three point shot in the first period to
open Miramonte’s domination.
Kizziee worked double duty, per-
forming the national anthem before
both the boys and girls games.

The first period ended at 14-9
with Miramonte in the lead and the
Mats doubled the lead to ten at the
half. The Dons made a mini-run to
open the third as senior Kiara Hare-
wood hit two free throws and junior
Sophie Taylor a basket but the
Mats’ senior Lisa Katz answered
with two quick baskets and Mira-
monte scored 23 of the next 30
points to build a 22 point lead at the
end of three quarters.

In the final period, the Dons
came back to cut the lead to 11, but
fell short. Harewood led the Dons
with 20 points while Loutzenhiser
had 18 for Miramonte. Alyssa Jo-
hanson added 13.

Head coach of Miramonte,
Kelly Sopak said of the win, “I was

pleased with our defensive effort,
especially on the boards the first
three quarters. We had a tough
week with four games but accom-
plished what we needed to accom-
plish in winning all four.” Sopak
looks forward to the upcoming
match-ups against the top competi-
tion in the league. He said, “Now
the fun begins with Dougherty Val-
ley and Campolindo coming up.
We are getting healthy and [ am ex-
cited to see what we can do in the
coming weeks.”

Acalanes hosts Alhambra on
February 4th while Campolindo
hosts Dublin. Meanwhile Mira-
monte travels to Las Lomas. Ri-
valry games recommence on
February 8th when Miramonte
travels to Campolindo.

Take Heart

George C Tuck, founder of Atlas Heating Co. in 1908.

Although the Federal Tax Credit has shrunk, it still
exists and rebates are stronger than ever.
Call us now for a free estimate—days,
evenings or weekends.
It’s time to get comfortable.™

ATLAS

Heating and Air Conditioning Company
Since 1908

925-944-1122

www.atlasheating.com
Lic 489501
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Heating & Air Conditioning

Orinda Auto Rental

We have

you covered!

\ Do you ever need
- an extra car?

Best Prices In Lamorinda!
» Pick-up & Delivery « Updated Fleet « Weekly Rates

+ Economy Cars « Sedans » Mini-Vans « Open Six Days

Call (925)254-9666 Monday - Saturday
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Orinda Motors Inc. ““
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63 Orinda Way, Orinda, Ca. 94563 %7, ¢+

JUMBO Fixed Period Arms INTEREST ONLY
Up to $1,000,000 | Up to $3,000,000
Interest Rate APR Interest Rate APR
3 Year Fixed 3.050% 3.750% 3.500% 3.750%
5 Year Fixed 3.500% 3.750% 3.500% 3.750%
7 Year Fixed 3.750% 3.750% 3.750% 3.750%
10 Year Fixed 4.750% 3.750% 4.750% 3.750%
Conforming to Conforming Jumbo to
$417,000 $729,750
30 Year Fixed 4.500% 4.625% 4.750% 4.875%
15 Year Fixed 3.875% 3.975% 3.875% 4.050%
For current rates call Kyle Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultan
at 925-314-5299. e

DRE License #01111347
Lamorinda Resident Since 1995

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103
l'[l.’L ASELe  panvile, ca 94526

nd & Home Financial CA DRE Lic. # 01327738

“Providing Premier Loan products
and service from the most

experienced and solution-oriented
professionals in your community.”

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This compari-
son is based solely on estimated figures and information available at the time
of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying. DRE
License #01327738.
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