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SPORTS LAMORINDAS LOCAL SPORTS
Saint Mary’s in WCC Second Place

By Caitlin Graveson

Suzie Davis knocked down a career-high 17 points in the win over SCU.
Photos Tod Fierner

She added 14 points against USF.

aint Mary’s entered West Coast
Conference play predicted to
finish in second place behind Gon-
zaga and with three games left in
the season, they are right on track to
fulfill preseason expectations. Saint

WCC play.

Mary’s is 16-10 overall and 8-3 in

Saint Mary’s returned home
after a tough road trip where they
lost to Pepperdine, 48-69 on Febru-
ary 3. Pepperdine is currently in

third place. The Gaels bounced
back to defeat Loyola Marymount,
58-51 on February 5. With the win
the Gaels avenged their season-
opening loss to the Lions.

The Gaels carried momen-
tum into their home games last
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Boy's and Girls ages 4-18
(925)631-4FUN « smccamps@stmarys-ca.edu

week against Bay Area rivals Santa
Clara and the University of San
Francisco.

Saint Mary’s rallied from
down 2-15 in the opening minutes
and down 19-34 late in the first half
to defeat the Broncos, 75-70. The
Gaels fought back in the second,
rallying behind redshirt junior
guard Jasmine Smith who had 21
points in the second half. Senior
guard Suzie Davis also stepped up
for the Gaels, notching a career-
high 17 points. Senior forward
Louella Tomlinson had a double-
double with 16 points and 15 re-
bounds.

Saint Mary’s continued their
winning ways, again fighting back
from a first half deficit on Saturday,
February 12, against USF. The
Gaels found themselves down 30-
33 heading into the locker room at
half time. Again, Smith led the
comeback, sparking a 15-6 run with
a big three pointer with 12 minutes
left to play. Davis notched 14 points
and sophomore guard Kate Gaze
had 13 points.

Tomlinson led all scorers in
the win with her fifth consecutive
double-double with 19 points and
16 rebounds. She also had six
blocks and three assists. Tomlinson
leads the NCAA in blocked shots
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Kate Gaze drives past USF defender. Gaze had 13 points in the win.)

per game, averaging five per con-
test. She is tied for the NCAA ca-
reer triple-doubles record with
seven. She is also chasing the SMC
all-time points record, she needs to
average 13.5 points per game to tie
the record.

Tomlinson said that while
breaking records is ideal, she does
not consciously worry or think
about it, instead she focuses on
playing well. “Obviously I want to
be able to break school records and
leave the school with a legacy, but [
Just want to play in games and its
fun to play,” Tomlinson said.

Saint Mary’s will play first
place Gonzaga on February 24.
While a win would mean a lot men-
tally, head coach Paul Thomas said
they are not looking at it as a “must
win.” “We don’t need to beat them
today or tomorrow. We need to
focus on how well our shoot around
goes and if we have a good prep
day,” Thomas said.

He is working on preparing
his team for the end of the season
grind and tournament play. “We just
have to be better about inconsis-
tency and the defending part of the
game. We can’t give open looks and
we need to know how to lock down
on defense,” Thomas concluded.

The Gaels next match-up is
against the University of San Diego
on Saturday at 1:00 p.m. The teams’
four seniors, Tomlinson, Davis,
Courtney Dunn and Leanna Richey
will be honored. It is also a Pink
Zone game and the Gaels will be
wearing their pink uniforms.

e,
¢-9

\‘lllj

%

Wednesday, February 16, 2011

© >

Saint Mary’s Overwhelms

USF

Gaels Win Four Games Heading into

Final Weeks

By Bryant West

Kenton Walker Il
Photo Tod Fierner

he #23 Saint Mary’s men’s

basketball team won four
straight contests and are just a
win in San Diego away from
their first regular season confer-
ence title since 1997.

With a victory in San Diego
tonight, Saint Mary’s would
guarantee at the very least a tie
for the regular-season conference
title. If the Gaels beat USD and
then defeat either Gonzaga or
Portland a week later — both
home contests — they would stand
alone atop the WCC before the
conference championships in Las
Vegas in early March.

The Gaels managed to fend
off two less successful confer-
ence teams at home — getting a
79-71 win over Pepperdine on
February 3rd and a 79-70 win
over Loyola Marymount two
days later. Saint Mary’s then
headed out for two road contests
last week and bested Santa Clara
65-59 on Thursday and a notched
a 86-68 demolition of the second
seeded Dons on Saturday.

The Gaels’ two home con-
tests against Pepperdine and Loy-
ola Marymount were closer than
to be expected.

Senior guard Mickey Mc-
Connell scored 26 points and had
eight assists in the 79-71 win
over the Waves, while junior for-
ward Rob Jones had 20 points,
eight boards and two steals. The
Waves, who sit at sixth in the
conference, shot 55 percent for
the game and held Saint Mary’s
to 46 percent, but had 21
turnovers to the Gaels 13. Guard
Keion Bell had 24 points and
kept the Waves in it, but to no
avail.

The victory over Loyola
Maymount two evenings later
secured the Gaels 20th win on
the season, as they survived an-
other contest where they let their
opponents outshoot them. The
Lions shot 52 percent and the

Gaels 49 percent. Rebounding
was the major difference as Saint
Mary’s grabbed 36 boards and
the Lions gathered just 21. Soph-
omore guard Matthew Dellave-
dova had 23 points, while
McConnell had 16 and 10 as-
sists. Ashley Hamilton had 16
points for the Lions.

After scraping by their
Southern rivals, the Gaels headed
out to face off against their Bay
Area rivals — the first of which
came Thursday night. The Gaels
survived a late rally to pull off a
65-59 win over Santa Clara.
SMC made just one basket in the
final 12:45 of the game but took
advantage of the free throw line,
making 20-o0f-24 attempts in the
second half.

"You're not going to get
many style-points games at this
time of year," head coach Randy
Bennett said. "Everybody knows
everyone. ... | knew it was going
to be that way, and our guys were
able to get it done, so I was
pleased with them."

McConnell again led the
way with 25 points, while Jones
had 10 points and 16 rebounds.
Sophomore forward Mitchell
Young had 10 points and seven
boards. Broncos guard Kevin
Foster had 25 for the Broncos.
They held Saint Mary’s to 37.5
percent shooting.

Saturday’s match with the
Dons, who sit second in the con-
ference, didn’t live up to the
hype. While the Dons’ fast paced
offense worked well in the first
half, and the Dons’ tied it with a
jumper at 36-36 with 19:17 to go
in the second half — Saint Mary’s
took over from there, finishing
out the game on a 50-32 run.
Saint Mary’s outshot the Dons
66.7 percent to 33.3 percent in
the second half, and the Dons
couldn’t muster a comeback
much to the disappointment of
the sold-out crowd.

"To have a good offensive
game against their team, which is
good defensively, on their court
was a big step for us,” head coach
Randy Bennett said after the win
in San Francisco.

The Gaels play today, Feb-
ruary 16, in San Diego for at
least a share of the conference
regular season title, but Satur-
day’s game is equally important.
Saint Mary’s will face off at
home against Utah State in the
2011 Sears Bracketbuster con-
test. The contest against the
#21/#17 ranked Aggies could
really help — or hurt — NCAA
Tournament hopes come March.
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Pet sitting

Gardening

Underpinning

Construction

LOVABLE PET-SITTING

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish |’ ',, FREE
’ : Visi
4 Play-Time - Walks - Feeding sy

Tender-Care - House-Sitting - References
15 Years Experience
Lamorinda|
1]
Linda Kucma (925) 746-4649

J. Limon Gardening

Maintenance/Clean-up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743

License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience
in Lamorinda
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BANERAL CONFRELTEN LIC. DEPERR

SULLOING FOUWDATIONS « LIFTMNG - LEVELING - STRRILITING

07 310-0602

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation ¢ Remodeling
Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs

Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201
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House Cleaning

Handyman

Pilates

Letty’s House Cleaning

Best references in town!

I've been housecleaning
& catering in Lamorinda
for 20 years.

Call Letiza Montano
925-408-4837

Handy'Hatley 42 Yrs Exp.
HAN DY VAN

No job to small or too big, from complete remodels
to electrical, plumbing, sheetrock repairs,
crown molding, all interior trim, tile, g
floor coverings, painting and more!

References!

Insured all work guaranteed . “Lic. # 57?1

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
FENCING & FENCE REPAIR

We Also Do |
Decks,
Arbore &
More!

STEVE’S SERVICES
Q25-284-5049

FREE

Estimates
LIC: #710769

COREKINETICS Pilates Studio Orinda
« Free fitness analysis with first lesson

+ Rehab your Sports Injuries/ Back Problems

« Custom workouts-all bodies welcome

« Private and semi private classes

« Certified for 20 years/teacher for 36

Pilates

No Pain!
Personal Attention
i Get Fit

&85 925-708-3279






