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By Bryant West

The Saint Mary’s Gaels accom-

plished a goal 14 seasons in the

making – a regular season

crown. Reaching this end point

was a roller coast ride, espe-

cially the last two weeks: Saint

Mary’s suffered a three game

losing   ...      read on page S1

Saint Mary’s Clinches WCC
Conference Title, First Since 1997

By Lucy Amaral

This past February, Moraga

Orinda Fire District (MOFD)

firefighters were at an accident

scene for more than ten hours

straight when a suspected car

thief crashed a pick-up truck into

an electrical pole on Camino

Pablo ... read on page L2

MOFD's Rehab 41 Helps
Keep Firefighters on the Job

By Sophie Braccini

It may not be obvious to

today’s readers, but the enor-

mous popular success of the

1884 novel “Ramona,” by

Helen Hunt Jackson, is credited

for the emergence of the Mis-

sion and Spanish colonial re-

vival style ... read on page OH1

A Trio of  Spanish Revival
Jewels 

Lamorinda soccer post-season results

Quote of the Week:
“'When I use a word,'
Humpty Dumpty said, in a
rather a scornful tone, 'it
means just what I choose it
to mean—neither more nor
less.'”
Read Letters to the Editor,
page A10

Sports/Schools S1-S4 Life in Lamorinda L1-L10 Our Homes OH1-OH8

Lamorinda School
Budgets—It’s Another
Roller Coaster Ride
With public school budgeting,

it’s often the cart before the

horse. This year, like the past few

years, school districts in Lamorinda

are faced with developing the next

year’s school budgets without a clear

picture of how much funding they

will receive from the State. 

      

The Governor has proposed flat

funding for kindergarten through 12th

grade schools, but the State’s ability

to provide this funding is contingent

upon the extension of the current hike

on income, sales, and vehicle taxes

which are due to expire in June.

Brown has proposed a June ballot

measure to extend these taxes for an-

other five years. The tax extension

will require 2/3 of the State legislators

to approve placement on the ballot

and a simple majority of the electorate

for passage.

      

At press time, the battle to get the

tax extension measure on the June

ballot is being waged in Sacramento.

In the meantime, local school districts

are forced to plan for the worst case

scenario. Districts must notify certifi-

cated staff, teachers and administra-

tors, of potential lay-offs by March

15th. 

A. Firth
Read all about the our school dis-

tricts’ budgets on page A9

$50K for Your
Thoughts, Moraga?
By Sophie Braccini  

The Moraga Town Council

will pay consultants at least

$50,000 to find out if Moragans

are willing to pay new taxes in

order to address the Town’s un-

funded infrastructure needs. 

     

The consultants, The Lew Ed-

wards Group and Godbe Re-

search, explained that $50,000

would pay for the first phase of

their work; when Council Mem-

ber Ken Chew wondered aloud

what the total cost of their serv-

ices would be, up to the balloting,

no estimate was provided.  

     

The first phase of the consult-

ants’ work will include a survey

of 300 scientifically-selected

Moraga residents intended to es-

tablish the knowledge level of the

population regarding the decay of

the town’s infrastructure and its

willingness to pony up the funds

needed to remedy the situation.

The survey results will be pre-

sented to the Town Council in

April and a game plan for the next

phases of the project will be rec-

ommended.

     

In the meantime the civil en-

gineering firm Leptien, Cronin,

Cooper, Morris & Poore, Inc.,

also hired by the Town, will be

developing tax formulas for pave-

ment and storm drain mainte-

nance, and generating totals by

property designation.

             

... continued on page A4

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGEMaram Bata (925) 899-3952 www.marambata.com
DRE#01435229

There is always a solution

Spectacular view lot. Build your private 

custom estate on almost 4 acres.  

The Lamorinda Market is heating up!
Over 55 homes have gone pending in February, which

is double the activity seen in 2010.

To get in on the action, call Maram today to find
the right solution for all of your Real Estate Needs.

46 Cedar Ln., Orinda. $599,000

15 Lost Valley Dr.,
Orinda.  $1,350,000
Serene creekside single
story craftsman style remod-
eled home on an acre level.
3022 sqft 4 Bed 2 1/2 BA
+Separate office + 1/2 BA.

Open Sunday

Campolindo boys’ soccer secured a number one seed in the NCS tournament and proved to

be top dogs on Saturday, Feburary 26 in the NCS championship game. The Cougars de-

feated local rival Acalanes, the number two seed, 3-2. 

      

The Cougars got on the board first early in the match. Timmy Coleman headed in a goal just

five minutes into play. The Dons responded quickly as Nick Pereira put in a loose ball in the 11th

minute. The Dons’ Dan Glascock scored again with minutes remaining in the half to give Acalanes

a 2-1 lead at the break.

      

The Dons’ lost a player to a red card and gave the Cougars a key penalty kick. In the 46th

minute, Jaison Kimura scored on the penalty to tie the game at two each. The Cougars put the

game away, 3-2, in the 77th minute off a header from Harlan Raine. 

      

“The win feels incredible; it's all surreal. To come back to my alma mater and lead an amazing

group of guys to every title we could win is a feeling that I'll never forget. The way the boys came

together as a team, and more importantly as a family, has truly been something special, and the

team deserves everything we've accomplished,” Cougars’ head coach Shane Carney said.

Mon, March 21, 6:30 pmFOR PARENTS OFSTUDENTS IN GRADES K-7FOR MORE INFO:www.bentleyschool.net
www.raisinghappiness.com

YOU ARE INVITED TO HEAR

2.5” x 3”

... continued on page S2

Photo Doug Kohen



Preliminary drawings from a

developer working with a sen-

ior living facility operator were re-

cently presented to the Design

Review Commission and received

generally positive responses.

      

Merrill Gardens, SRM Devel-

opment and Wattenbarger Archi-

tects presented their initial plans to

garner feedback on a mixed-use

project that will tentatively include

72 independent and assisted apart-

ments for seniors that has a mem-

ory care unit, and approximately

6,000 square feet of retail space on

the street level fronting Mt. Diablo

Boulevard at Second Street.  Tak-

ing advantage of the upward slop-

ing lot, the drive-in entrance to

Merrill Gardens would be located

on Second Street. 

      

“We are just getting started

with the planning process, this was

our initial study session with De-

sign Review,” said Ryan Leong,

Merrill Gardens Development

Manager.  He estimates it could

take “anywhere from four to six

weeks to prepare a formal applica-

tion.”     

      

The development company has

owned the land at the corner of Mt.

Diablo and Second Street for the

last three years.  The site is made

up of six parcels totaling 1.35 acres

that housed Kennan Heinz, Yan’s

restaurant and a couple of office

buildings behind.  The rear of the

project would be adjacent to an ex-

isting apartment complex. 

      

If developed, this would be the

second senior housing facility in

the immediate area.  Just a couple

of blocks down Mt. Diablo, Eden

Housing has been approved to

build a 46-unit affordable senior

housing complex.

      

Design Review Commissioners

liked the proposed Arts and Crafts

design, along with the retail com-

ponent and inviting public space

along Mt. Diablo.  The project in-

cludes a generous courtyard, under-

ground parking accessible from

Second Street, a landscaped

rooftop deck and protection of the

mature oak tree at the corner.  

     

Merrill Gardens is the second

largest private owner/operator of

independent and assisted living

facilities in California, with eight-

een locations across the state.

SRM Development is a construc-

tion company and developer that

specializes in senior housing fa-

cilities.
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Tag…you’re it! 2/20/11 A non-in-

jury hit and run happened just be-

fore midnight along St. Mary’s

Road.  The guilty party might have

gotten away but left incriminating

evidence, in the form of the car’s

front license plate, at the crime

scene.  After admitting to wrongdo-

ings, said party was charged with

DUI and booked at the county de-

tention facility. 

Bad Guys Beware, 2/18/11 Three

men robbing a Mt. Diablo Blvd.

jewelry store were surprised when,

after smashing the display cases

with sledge hammers, the store

owner responded with gunshots.

The robbers drove off, post-haste,

but struck the victim’s auto when

they rounded the corner.  An hour

later, a local hospital reported a

gunshot wound patient requesting

body repair.  Maybe later they’ll

get their getaway car fixed…

Smash and grabs run rampant,

2/15-2/21 No less than seven sep-

arate smash and grab reports were

taken by Lafayette Police the week

after Valentine’s Day.  Something’s

in the air; and it sure ain’t love.  

• An iPod was taken from an

Acalanes High School locker room.

• A shoulder bag with personal and

tax info was deducted from a car.

• A Garmin GPS was directed out

the open window of a car parked in

an underground lot.

• A wallet was lifted from an un-

locked vehicle at Meher School.

• A laptop and case were deleted

(locks forced, and a window bro-

ken) from another car.

• Items valued at $600 were taken

and $300 damage was done to a car

parked at Springhill Elementary.

• Items valued at $400 were taken

from an unlocked car parked on

Hough Ave.  

Take my alarm, but don’t call me

in the morning,  2/15/11

Medical equipment valued at

nearly $16,000 was stolen during

the wee hours from a building on

Mt. Diablo Blvd. The alarm went

off, but the suspect(s) had fled be-

fore the alarm report was sent. 

Police Report

City Council
Monday, March 14, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission
Monday, March 7, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Design Review
Monday, March 14, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center

in the Arts & Science Discovery 

Center at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

Civic News

Representative to the Advisory Council on Aging
Circulation Commission
Code Enforcement Appeals Board
Community Center Foundation
Creeks Committee
Downtown Street Improvement
Implementation Committee (DSIMPIC)
Representative to Central Contra Costa
County Transit Authority
Senior Services Commission

To learn more about these volunteer opportunities and to
obtain an application visit the City’s website
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us. Positions open until filled.

The Lafayette City 
Council is soliciting 
applicants to fill the 
following volunteer vacancies:

The City of Lafayette is seeking a creative, highly
motivated individual to develop and implement
educational, informative, entertaining and service-
related programs for older adults in the community.
This position requires a self-starter with excellent
communication and advocacy skills.  A Bachelor’s
Degree and a minimum of 3 years work experience 
is highly desired. Apply Immediately. 

A City of Lafayette Employment Application is required. 
For application, call 925.284.1968 or 
download at www.ci.lafayette.ca.us.

SENIOR SERVICES 
COORDINATOR

75% (30 hours per week) Part-time;
Prorated .Benefits

Proposed Mixed-Use Project Gets Encouraging Feedback
By Cathy Tyson

Students Star in Foundation’s Jazz Festival
By Cathy Tyson

This year marks the eleventh

Lafayette Jazz Festival, pre-

sented by the Generations in Jazz

Foundation.  Opening night is

Thursday, March 10, for Ross-

moor residents at their clubhouse;

the public is invited to enjoy the

show Friday, March 11, through

Sunday, March 13, at the

Acalanes Performing Arts Center.

With bebop, swing, and Dix-

ieland tunes there is bound to be

something for everyone.

Lafayette is ground zero for jazz

appreciation, due in part to the

dedicated efforts of the Genera-

tions in Jazz Foundation, which

has embraced and fostered pro-

grams that specifically encourage

students.      

     

This year three-time Grammy

winner Tom Scott with jazz greats

Terry Miller, Andy Eberhard and

John Burr, along with local fa-

vorites the Stanley Jazz Messen-

gers, will play at the Friday show.

Saturday features Erik Jekabson

and his Quartet with the Acalanes

Jazz Ensemble.  Sunday’s show

includes talented young musi-

cians from across the county

playing in the Middle and High

School Honor Bands.

     

The always popular Jazz Fes-

tival, the Lafayette Summer

Music Jazz Workshop, and the

Big Band of Rossmoor’s Mentor-

ship Program would not be possi-

ble without the generous support

of the Generations in Jazz Foun-

dation.  It’s run entirely by volun-

teers, and focuses exclusively on

supporting community music ac-

tivities. 

     

“The Foundation was created

to preserve jazz education, an

original American art form in our

community,” said Tom Carter,

President of the Generations in

Jazz Foundation.  Life lessons

like passion, leadership, innova-

tion and constantly adapting can

all be gleaned from music educa-

tion, according to Carter.

          

... continued on next  page

If approved, this will be the site of the Merrill Gardens senior housing facility along with retail space on the 
ground floor. Photo C. Tyson

Left to right: Evan Gruver - Acalanes, Erin Grant - Acalanes, Charley Burt - Rossmoor, Les Peterson - Rossmoor Photo Doug Kohen

Dana Green Proudly Presents…. Dana Green
Lic. #01482454

Sarah  Kellar
Lic. #01805955

www.DanaGreenTeam.com

Realtors

]A eÉv~vÄ|yy

(925) 339-1918
DanaGreen@Rockcliff.com

DOWNTOWN LAFAYETTE TRADITIONAL... DELIGHTFUL LAFAYETTE WOODLAND’S FARMHOUSE… INVITING LAFAYETTE TRADITIONAL...

Prime Location! 
4BD + office &
bonus/3.5BA/ 3911
sq. ft. on .32-acre lot!
Walk to town, BART,
Lafayette schools &
more!

$1,499,0003628 Brook Street, Lafayette

1st Open Sun. 1-4 Never before on 
market!
4BD + office/3.5BA,
3125 sq. ft. on .92-acre
lot. Rural setting in
highly desirable
neighborhood!

$1,499,0003591 Powell Drive, Lafayette

Open Sun. 1-4 Wonderful
court location! 
1,774 sq.
ft.,4BD/2BA on
.20 -acre lot
w/deck & lawn.

$749,0001217 Warner Court, Lafayette
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Plaza Center 
(925) 283-3380 Montclair 6211 Medau Pl., Oakland 

(510) 339-2210 

 

• HYPNOSE DRAMA Mascara 
• CILS BOOSTER XL Mascara Base 
• BI-FACIL Eye makeup Remover 
• LE CRAYON KHOL Eyeliner in Black Ebony 
• COLOR DESIGN Lipcolor in Rose Attitude  
        or Natural Beauty 
• JUICY TUBE  Lip Gloss in Moulin Rose 
        or Touched by Light 
 Offer good while supplies last. 

 One gift per customer, please. 

 
Napa Napa Town Center    

(707) 255-9375 Lafayette 

FREE Gift  
with Purchase!  

Love In Paris! 
Choose Your Anti-Aging  

Serum & Moisturizer  
PLUS: Your Choice of 4 more  

Beauty Essentials 
Yours FREE with any $32.50  

Lancome Purchase (up to a 116.00 Value) 
 

Gift Dates:  
February 23 – March 13 

(925)254-3030      www.Orinda.com

ELENA HOOD
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New Listing!
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Celebrating 35 Years in Business!

Achieve your financial goals with our help

A Relationship of Trust Since 1975

Michael Frazier                                            
Vice-President, Portfolio Manager 

and Moraga Residentwww.bedellinvest.com 800-783-0344

Portfolio Management
Individual Stocks and Bonds

Old Fashioned Customer Service

Karen Mulvaney:
Citizen of  the Year
By Cathy Tyson

Karen Mulvaney was stunned

to learn about being selected

as Lafayette’s Citizen of the Year.

She graciously acknowledged the

many other Lafayette residents

that work hard to make this a spe-

cial and unique place to call home.

     

Mulvaney moved to Lafayette

twenty-five years ago with hus-

band Tom, son Mason and wel-

comed the arrival of their

daughter a few years later.  She

credits her parents for her chari-

table point of view, “Leave a

place better for having lived there

and do your best to lighten the

loads of others when possible.”

Both she and husband Tom try to

live up to their respective parents’

examples and honor them by how

they conduct themselves.

     

She has been working for the

last several years in support of the

Lafayette Library and Learning

Center Foundation where she is

on the Board of Trustees.  The

Foundation is responsible for the

majority of funding that keeps the

doors open at the Library.

     

Prior to her Foundation work,

Karen and Tom Mulvaney were

busy volunteering for schools.

“Together we were involved in

five campaigns for the local par-

cel tax and bond measures.  If it

weren’t for Tom, I’m not certain

what would have happened to

school funding given the eco-

nomic disasters at the State level

and the enormous impact it has on

local schools,” said Mulvaney.

     

The prior Citizen of the Year

was actually Citizens of the Year

– a group of hundreds of residents

that brought the Lafayette Library

and Learning Center to life.  A

dinner to honor Mulvaney will be

held at the Lafayette Park Hotel

on March 25; call the Lafayette

Chamber of Commerce for ticket

information, 284-7404.

     

It all started with charismatic

Stanley Middle School Music Di-

rector Bob Athayde.  “We brought

the logs to the fire, but he was the

fuel.  We wanted to capitalize on a

great resource,” said Carter.

     

The Lafayette Summer Music

Jazz Workshop and the Mentorship

Program with the Big Band of

Rossmoor are sponsored by the

Foundation.  Students at the Sum-

mer Workshop participate in mas-

ter classes and improvisation

workshops in a close knit environ-

ment with other gifted middle

school and high school youth.

Money raised through the Founda-

tion is funneled back to scholar-

ships for students who otherwise

would not be able to attend. 

     

The students in the Mentor-

ship Program truly enjoy working

with the seniors in the Big Band.

Many of the elder players actually

traveled by train from town to

town back in the 1940s to play

with Big Bands.  “It really com-

pleted the family,” commented

Carter about the relationship of

young and old players; they hap-

pily pass along advice and sup-

port the students.

     

Originally spearheaded by

professional musician Mary Fet-

tig, who used to play with the

Stan Kenton Orchestra, the Con-

tra Costa County High School

Honor Jazz Band is made up of

very talented young people from

fourteen high schools and four-

teen middle schools.   

     

The goal of the upcoming

Jazz Festival is simply to bring

music to the community and give

talented young musicians an op-

portunity to play.  Organizers just

want to make enough to break

even – that’s why tickets are only

$10 for adults and $5 for students.

Tickets are available through the

Lafayette Chamber of Com-

merce, 284-7404 or www.lafayet-

techamber.org.

     

“Music changed my life,” said

Carter.  He played a trumpet from

fifth grade all the way through

college.  That trumpet collected

dust in the closet for fifteen years,

“I thought I was done after raising

four kids, but I realized how

much I missed it.  It’s kind of like

riding a bike.”  The Generations

in Jazz Foundation hopes to share

and encourage that passion. 

Students Star in
Foundation’s Jazz Festival 
... continued from page A2

Photo submitted



     

“We met with Catherine Lew

(President and CEO of Lew Ed-

wards) a week ago,” said Dick

Olsen of the Revenue Enhance-

ment Community Outreach to

Neighborhoods (RECON) team.

“Based on the RECON work done

last year, with the online survey

and the focus groups, we believe

that residents might have the will-

ingness to pay for the needed

maintenance.  The Lew Edwards

Group poll will precisely assess

what residents do or don’t know

about the situation, and their will-

ingness to do something about it.

That’s the information the Council

needs to make the decision re-

garding the next phases.” 

      

“We will have the results and

will decide in May,” said Town

Manager Jill Keimach, who indi-

cated that if residents were gener-

ally opposed to new taxes the

project could be dropped.  As

Council Member Mike Metcalf put

it, “Maybe people will prefer to

drive on gravel rather than fix the

roads.” 

     

If it appears that residents are

favorable to financing infrastruc-

ture maintenance, the second

phase of the project would be a

public information campaign that

would run from this June to Feb-

ruary of 2012, under the consult-

ants’ schedule. The third phase,

preparation for balloting, would

result in an infrastructure revenue

measure on a ballot in August or

November of 2012.

     

Read the related article,

RECON Issues Road Warning,

above.

Repairing and maintaining a

road that is in very poor

condition costs 11 times more

than maintaining a road that is in

fair condition. 15% of Moraga’s

residential roads are in very poor

condition today and if spending

on roads does not increase that

number will jump to 40% 10

years from now, resulting in sky-

rocketing costs to remedy the sit-

uation.  Bob Kennedy,

representing Moraga’s Revenue

Enhancement Community Out-

reach to Neighborhoods

(RECON) team, presented a re-

port to the Town Council on Feb-

ruary 16 that concluded Moraga

should not expect a bailout on

such infrastructure problems and

that a solution must be found lo-

cally.

     

Moraga officials often refer to

Orinda roads as being the future

of Moraga roads if nothing is

done today.  The Orinda Citizens

Infrastructure Oversight Com-

mission’s 2010 annual report was

received by the Orinda City

Council on February 15.  The

City’s policy focuses on main-

taining arterials and collectors,

leaving residential roads in a con-

dition of accelerating deteriora-

tion.  The average rating of

Orinda’s residential roads is poor;

150 of the 354 residential roads

are considered very poor.  The

cost of deferred maintenance on

these roads is estimated to be at

$43 million by 2014.  One of the

Commission’s recommendations

is to allow citizens to raise private

funds to repair residential roads.

     

25% of Moraga’s 56 miles of

public roads are categorized as ar-

terials (roads that carry major

traffic flow) – Moraga Road,

Moraga Way and Saint Mary’s

Road.  The Town can apply for

grants to maintain these roads; as

a result, only 14% of Moraga’s

arterials are in poor or very poor

condition.  

     

However, 50% of the remain-

ing roads (collectors and neigh-

borhood roads, excluding private

streets) have been rated poor or

very poor. According to the

RECON report, with a $1 million

annual increase in spending, in 10

years 67% of these roads would

be very good and 23% very poor;

if spending increased by $2 mil-

lion per year, the percentage of

very poor roads would drop to

14%; and at $3 million per year,

17% of the roads would be in

poor condition while 83% would

be in good condition.

     

The state of the Moraga’s

sewer and storm drains remains

largely unassessed.  The system

was installed in 1974 and is ex-

pected to last 55-60 years.  

     

“Developing a sustainable

plan for funding the Town's ongo-

ing infrastructure needs is of crit-

ical importance to the Town of

Moraga,” commented Mayor

Karen Mendonca after the meet-

ing,  “The recommendations con-

tained in the Revenue

Enhancement Committee's Re-

port and the subsequent work

completed by the RECON Com-

mittee serve to make it clear that

this issue must be a top priority

for the Moraga Town Council,

and it is imperative that we work

together to make timely decisions

regarding our next steps in this

process.”  

     

The RECON report is avail-

able on the Town’s website,

www.moraga.ca.us.
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Embezzlement, 2/11/11 Officers

were investigating a report of em-

bezzlement from TJ Maxx.  Al-

legedly between mid-December

and mid-February, five employees

embezzled a total of $3,889

through fraudulent transactions

with fake refunds and failing to

scan merchandise.  Three of the

five ‘fessed up and admitted re-

sponsibility and fingered the re-

maining two employees in on the

scam.

Fire, 2/15/11  Moraga-Orinda Fire

Department responded to a fire on

Campolindo Drive.  It appears

that the fire was centered around

the fireplace, which had been left

unattended with a fire burning –

but the cause is still under investi-

gation.  The fire was contained to

approximately half the home, be-

fore it was extinguished.  No one

was injured.

Golf clubs gone, 2/16/11  A Na-

talie Drive resident parked his

Jeep Grand Cherokee on the street

overnight.  In the morning he

found the rear lift gate window

smashed and his golf clubs miss-

ing.  Value of the clubs is esti-

mated at $2,100 – loss of the

perfect putter – heartbreaking.

Similar auto burglary 2/16/11  Just

a couple of blocks from the Na-

talie Drive heist, sometime during

the night an unknown suspect

smashed the rear window of a

Honda Odyssey and took a road

bicycle from the interior while the

car was parked in a Buckingham

Drive driveway.  Bike valued at

$1,100 and damage to vehicle es-

timated to be $250.

Car burglary, 2/16/11 Yet another

vehicle burglary, this time on La

Salle Drive.  The homeowner

parked her Honda in the driveway

overnight, but when she returned

to it in the morning the front pas-

senger window had been smashed

out and her purse was missing

along with her Wells Fargo debit

card.  Like the other burglaries –

nothing was seen or heard during

the night.  Cost to replace window

approximately $250.  Her bank

was notified and the card was

stopped.

Littering at L.P.  2/17/11  Just be-

fore 10:00 P.M. cops found two

cars occupied by several juveniles

parked in the Los Perales Elemen-

tary School parking lot along with

smashed watermelons and

sprayed whipped cream all over

the parking area.  Officers deter-

mined the kids at the scene were

not involved in the littering.  No

suspects or leads at this time. 

Police Report

Town Council
Wednesday, March 9, 7:00 pm

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,

1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission
Monday, March 7, 7:30 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Design Review
Monday, March 14, 7:00 pm

Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd 

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org

Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

Public Meetings

Civic News

Liaison
Friday, March 11, 8:00 am

Fire Station, 1280 Moraga Way

$50K for Your Thoughts, Moraga?
... continued from page A1

RECON Issues Road Warning
By Sophie Braccini

Moraga’s
New Librarian
By Sophie Braccini

Beth Girshman, Moraga’s

new librarian, is ready to

make her home at 1500 Saint

Mary’s Road.  “The Contra Costa

County Library has a reputation

nationwide in the library world

for its innovative programs,” says

Girshman, “they have won many

awards and recognition; I am very

happy to have been chosen to be

part of it.” 

     

Girshman was the Adult Serv-

ices/Community Outreach Li-

brarian at the Jones Library in

Amherst, Massachusetts. While

browsing the Contra Costa

County Library website, she

clicked on the job link and saw

the Moraga opening.   Since she

was looking for a new challenge

in her career, she decided to apply

– as an added bonus, her daughter

lives in Berkeley. 

     

At the Jones Library, Girsh-

man was responsible for figuring

out ways to service the under-

served, through special programs,

diversified collections, and pro-

grams.  She was also in charge of

collection development and man-

agement of the adult collection.  

... continued on next page

Beth Girshman       Photo Sophie Braccini

Commitment is what transforms a 
promise into a reality.

Julie Barlier
jbarlier@rockcliff.com

DRE#01829339

(925) 588-4300
www.JulieBarlier.com

Area Specialist
Complimentary Staging

-Abraham Lincoln 

Realtors

]A eÉv~vÄ|yy

I 'm committed to helping you turn your real estate
dreams into a reality.
Call me today for a free staging and marketing 

consultation.

MORAGA
PARKS & RECREATION

925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

Sign-up for the youth division of the Moraga Triathlon at
www.moragatri.com. New distances for ages 5-7 and 8-11.

New session of Youth Ballet just started, ages 3.5 to 8
learn basic ballet skills in these small size classes.
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apr.com

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel   Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

ORINDA  | 2  Theatre Square,  Suite 215   925.258.1111

1266 Sunrise Ridge, Lafayette

Experience the serenity of this contemporary
Mediterranean beauty nestled in the hills of
Lafayette. Panoramic views of the hills and
Briones Park, a wonderfully flowing floor plan
with 4 bedrooms, den and bonus room and a 
cul-de-sac location make this a very special 
property. The lot is private with a flat backyard
and is landscaped to perfection. 
$1,269,000 Bill Finnegan

W H E R E  D O  Y O U  

W A N T  T O  L I V E ?

open.apr.com

1515 Sunset Loop, Lafayette

This home, located in the top-rated Lafayette
School District, has plenty of room for growing
and playing. With a 2000+/-sf floor plan, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, this home is welcoming and spa-
cious. Gleaming hardwood floors take you
through the formal living room to the 
remodeled kitchen overlooking the dining area
and sunny family room. Sliding doors lead to the
amazing backyard.  
$749,000 Alan Marks

176 Crestview, Orinda

This custom, two-story home resides on a 
beautifully landscaped 1+/-acre lot. The yard is
soccer-sized, open, and showcases the amazing
panoramic views. Inside the 4400+/-sf home you'll
find 4 bedrooms plus an office, 5.5 bathrooms,
and custom finishes throughout, including 
beautiful millwork and cabinetry, natural stone,
and Brazilian Teak floors. Orinda schools. What
more could you ask for?
$2,445,000 Alan Marks

26 Longridge, Orinda

Where do you want to live? How about this 
beautifully appointed, 4 bedroom, 2 bath home
that combines indoor and outdoor living with
style. A large scenic patio has a built-in barbecue
for entertaining, and a separate, secluded deck 
with a spa and TV hook-up. The quality 
appliances, heated travertine floors, & high-end
finishes make this home move-in ready.
$749,000 Elena Tyson

Licensed, Bonded & Insured. Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated.

Quality of Life
for your Loved One

Call Today!

 Personal Hygiene Assistance
 Light Housekeeping
 Errands & Transportation
 Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
 Medication Reminders
 Up to 24-hour Care
 FREE In-Home Assessment

®

- -

Host a Fulbright Scholar
Host Southeast Asian Fulbright women
Scholars in your home from March 30 - April 2
while they are attending a seminar at Saint
Mary's College. Learn about a new country
and make a lifelong friendship.  Build a
bridge to Southeast Asia.

Contact Susie Miller Reid 
at 925-631-4316 or
msm9@stmarys-ca.edu

At the February 16th meeting of

the Moraga Town Council,

Public Works Director and Town En-

gineer Jill Mercurio presented the

drawings of what the Camino Pablo

Elementary School sports field will

look like after it is rehabilitated using

the Town’s Measure WW funds this

coming summer.  The project is on

track, with the approval of the other

major stakeholder, the Moraga School

District (MSD).  One element is still

undecided: what type of turf should

be used?

      

The question of the grass is not a

minor issue.  The school district will

be in charge of both the watering and

the maintenance of the field.  Mark

Slichter, of Callander Associates who

designed the field, said that the right

decision is “a balance between dura-

bility and maintenance.”

      

“Bermuda grass was initially rec-

ommended.  It is more tolerant than

many other grasses - relative to

rain/sun and heavy foot traffic,” said

Moraga School District Superinten-

dent Bruce Burns, “However,

Bermuda grass may require use of a

spray pesticide and a pre-emergent.

Both add costs and the MSD no

longer uses pesticides.  Also,

Bermuda grass may require more fre-

quent mowing during spring/summer

months.  Our gardening staff was re-

duced by one full time employee last

year.  CP's field is currently mowed

once a week and Bermuda grass may

require mowing twice a week, de-

pending on the season.  The issue

with Bermuda grass is cost.  So, we

are in the process of researching other

grass options.”

      

Some of the other options men-

tioned by Slichter included Blue/Rye

mix or Tall Fescue mix.  “The deci-

sion on this question needs to be made

by the School District,” indicated

Council Member Mike Metcalf.  

      

User groups were also involved in

the design of the new field.  The

restoration will include new drainage,

a youth under-10 soccer field, two

baseball fields, a walking path and

bleachers to improve the users’ expe-

rience.  

Moraga’s New Librarian
... continued from page A4

She initiated numerous programs

including “Fireside Colloquies

About Old Books,” a series of lec-

tures, appraisal sessions and work-

shops; and “February Feasts,” an

annual lecture series about all

things food. “The last program I

organized was with the Emily

Dickenson Museum,” says Girsh-

man, “it included children’s

events, a poetry writing workshop,

reading, and guided tours.”

     

In Moraga, the new librarian

plans to start by reaching out to

the community and finding out

what residents might be interested

in. “When I reviewed the job I no-

ticed that Moraga has a very high

circulation number; I knew it was

a well used library.  There is a lot

of original programming and if it

is small it means that people are

encouraged to work collabora-

tively.” 

     

Previous librarian Linda Wal-

droup had scheduled activities

ahead of time, so Girshman has a

few weeks of respite. “I’m good at

finding people to work with,” says

Girshman, “and I’m always as-

tounded at the great human spirit.”

     

In other County Library news,

Barbara Flynn was appointed on

February 15 to the position of

County Librarian by the Board of

Supervisors, replacing the recently

retired Anne Cain.  Flynn comes

from San Diego County where she

served as Deputy Director of the

County's library system.

CP field construction plan Image courtesy Callander Associates, San Mateo

CP Field on Track for Restoration 
The question is, what grass will grow?
By Sophie Braccini  



“Orinda’s roads are in cri-

sis,” said Richard Nel-

son, the Chairman of Orinda’s

Citizen’s Oversight Infrastructure

Commission (CIOC), as he pre-

sented the Commission’s annual

report at the February 15th City

Council meeting.

     

“We are at the point where

something needs to be done about

it,” said Nelson. “Fifty percent of

Orinda’s roads are rated as very

poor…Budgeted spending is not

enough to even touch these roads

that are currently in very, very

poor condition,” he added. Nel-

son and his fellow Commission

members pressed the Council to

increase the budget allocation for

road repairs by about two-fold or

risk being unable to prevent fur-

ther deterioration of the larger ar-

terials and collector streets. 

     

Orinda’s current road repair

policy focuses the City’s limited

funds on the most heavily trav-

eled roads. Residential streets re-

ceive only emergency repairs to

address exceedingly unsafe con-

ditions.

     

“The current situation is that

the residential roads will go to

gravel. This is the policy that we

have adopted,” said Commission

member Alex Evans. “The cost

will kill this city off,” he added,

“Our legacy is going to be that we

let our streets kill off our city.” 

     

Evans strongly encouraged

the Council to find at least $2 mil-

lion a year for the roads to ensure

that the city’s notoriously bad

roads do not get any worse. “We

can no longer dream of a big fix.

The bond measures were a great

idea, but they failed,” said Evans.

Both he and Nelson prodded the

Council to look at alternate fund-

ing options. 

     

“Public Works are doing a

great job with the funds that they

have” said Nelson, “But deferred

maintenance can’t go on forever.”

He suggested that if the Council

was able to find additional road

repair monies, resident interest in

the road repair problem would in-

crease. He did not rule out the

possibility of pursuing a repair

bond measure in the future.

     

Nelson explained that the

CIOC is currently investigating

the idea of benefit assessment dis-

tricts to address some of the road

repair needs. 
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Car Fire, 2/16/11  A car parked

inside a garage on Great Oak

Circle inexplicably caught on

fire.  There was nothing suspi-

cious according to the police;

they suspected something me-

chanical or electrical may

have started the blaze.  Dam-

age was contained to the

garage.

Parked while drunk, 2/10/11

An attendant on duty at the

Shell station was troubled

when a gentleman in a parked

car could not be woken up,

even after several attempts.

Police arrived and saw the fel-

low asleep in the driver’s seat

and also attempted to wake

him up – initially he didn’t re-

spond.  Alert cops could smell

alcohol in the vehicle and no-

ticed the subject’s watery

eyes.   The fellow finally got

up to perform several field so-

briety tests.  He flunked, so he

was arrested for driving under

the influence and taken to the

Martinez Detention Facility.

Presumably he drove himself

to the gas station – hence the

D.U.I.

Remodel burglary, 2/07/11

An unknown suspect forced

entry into a home being re-

modeled on Southwood Drive.

Tools valued at $1,500 were

permanently borrowed.  Sadly

no one saw or heard anything.

Perhaps the contractor con-

soled himself with that old

folksong, “If I had a hammer.”

Police Report

City Council
Tuesday, March 15, 7:00 pm

Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, March 22, 7:00 pm
(Tuesday, March 8, canceled)
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Citizens’ Infrastructure
Oversight
Wednesday, March 9, 6:30 pm

Community Room, City Hall, 

22 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Public Meetings

Civic News

CANETTI’S BOOKSHOP

USED & NEW BOOKS
ALWAYS DISCOUNTED

OPEN EVERY DAY 10:00am - 6:00pm

925.258.9076

39 MORAGA WAY

ORINDA 94563
(DOWNTOWN AT THE CROSSROADS)

“ORINDA’S HIDDEN GEM”
--DIABLO MAGAZINE

Certified Green Builder

      

 

 

 

 
  

          

 

Custom Homes & Renovations
Building in Lamorinda Since 1999 

McCartt
Construction Inc.

“As seen on”

“As heard on HG Radio”As heard on HG Radio

Build It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

(925) 376-5717
mccarttconstruction@msn.com

Orinda, CA
Lic. # 770687

LeapFrog Plumbing
Plumbing is the heart

of the home.
LeapFrog 

offers a whole­house 
checkup so you know
all systems are “go.”

We Hop To It 

The one­call plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer
• Emergency service
• Repairs & installation
• Video sewer inspection
• Copper re­piping
• Preventive checkups
• Design & remodeling
• Tankless water heaters

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Head Frog Mo Williams

*1 coupon per service, exp. 2/28/11 

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Loot
$89 off

Whole-house plumbing*

LeapFrog Loot
$59 off

Any plumbing repair 
or installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$200 off

tankless/hybrid 
water heater 
installation*

green solutions!

Family-owned &
serving Lamorinda

since 1993

+$300

tax credit

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

As Seen in Lamorinda
Cow Talk

Unlike many local motorists, the cows don't seem
to mind the condition of Orinda's roads. A Lamor-
inda Weekly reader caught these three strolling
down Ivy Drive and snacking on a few of the

grassy lawns along the way. But the cows soon
grew weary of the hustle and bustle of city life, so
they found their way back to a trail and headed
into the hills.  Photo provided

CIOC Deems Orinda’s Roads in Crisis
By Andrea A. Firth

Thank you for
recycling this

paper. It is
printed on at

least 50%
recycled

material and
should be

recycled again.

925.360.9588   925.708.9515   WWW.THEHATTERSLEYS.COM

DRE# r00445794, DRE# 01181995

Classic,

Russian Hill

Edwardian,

Renovated

Condo.

1934 Leavenworth, San Francisco

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

Coming Soon! 

Please submit   
Letters and
Opinions:  
letters@

lamorinda
weekly.com



Rick Kattenburg is planning

for another sell out of the

second annual Live at the Orinda
Comedy Night to be held on Fri-

day, March 11th at the Orinda

Theater. “Last year’s event got

rave reviews as a uniquely differ-

ent fundraiser,” says Kattenburg,

the Chamber of Commerce Di-

rector in charge of this event. Pre-

sented in collaboration with

Tommy T’s Comedy Clubs and

the Lamorinda Film & Entertain-

ment Foundation, the laughter-

filled evening will feature six of

the Bay Area’s most up and com-

ing comedians.

     

“Last year we had a pretty

good party prior to the show,”

says Kattenburg. “We will be sell-

ing Piper Sonoma champagne

this year, as well as a white wine

by the glass or bottle. You can

carry your drinks right into the

theatre as you join your friends

for the laughs. The seating is

open. Everyone will have a great

view because of a live video feed

projected onto the big screen

above the comics during the per-

formances.”

     

The Orinda Chamber of Com-

merce produces this event, to help

fund Chamber events that en-

hance Orinda. The proceeds also

benefit other Orinda nonprofits.

Tickets at $30.00 may be reserved

in advance until March 10th using

a major credit card at the Orinda

Chamber of Commerce web site,

www.OrindaChamber.org, or pur-

chased at First Republic Bank,

224 Brookwood Road. Tickets at

the door, if available, will be

$35.00 per person.

“Live at the Orinda offers fun-

loving people of our East Bay

communities the opportunity to

share an evening of relaxing

laughter while discovering all the

charms of Orinda,” says Sue

Breedlove, Orinda Chamber Pres-

ident. “It’s no wonder this has be-

come an annual event.”

     

“This will be one great night

of comedy, so come on out for the

laughs,” says Kattenburg, adding,

“Orinda ain’t Borinda anymore.”
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MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.ï CECELIA THOMAS, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation
96 Davis Road, #5 - Orinda

925.254.0824

Taking care of all your dental needs for you and your
family. Emphasizing cosmetic dentistry with implants,

and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is available. 
Consultations are complementary.

Dentistry with Excellence.

ORINDA $2,250,000
4/4. Fabulous Orinda Oasis. Handsome &

spacious single level home, large private lot.

Frank Woodward 925-253-6300

LAFAYETTE , $2,595,000
5/4.5. New Construction! For info/pics

visit TheBeaubelleGroup.com

The Beaubelle Group 925-253-6300 

ORINDA $1,425,000
Grand Opening! 5BR 3BA. Prestigious Orinda

County Club. New Construction with views.

Brown/Camras 925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,025,000
3/2.5. Stunning Remodeled w/ Panoramic

Views. Orinda Woods at its best!"

Laura Abrams  925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,695,000
4BR 4.5BA Mediterranean style. Attention

to detail. Hand made exterior features

Alti Schmitt 925-253-4600

ORINDA $2,300,000
5/6. Old world elegance, new world con-

struction with over 5,000 sq.ft of amenities.

Kim McAtee  925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,250,000
4/3. Sanders Ranch home on a beautiful

1.01 acre lot. Fantastic for entertaining.

Lana Fitzpatrick  925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,495,000
4BR/4BA. Spacious updated BV home. Wine

cellar, sauna, game/media rm, waterfall & more.

Susan Schlicher 925-253-4600

MORAGA $989,000
4/3. Park-like backyard! Wonderful home on a

cul-de-sac w/a very private backyard w/pool.

Elena Hood 925-253-4600

ORINDA $1,050,000
3/3. A splendid combination of modern & tradi-

tional design.High-end Amenities throughout.

Ana Zimmank   925-253-4600

The Real Estate Firm People Trust

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunityg g q pp y
Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.  Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License # 00313415

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE
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- New Custom Builds    
-  Additions    
-  Custom Kitchens    
-  Custom Baths
-  Doors/Windows    
-  Tile/Pavers

-  Foundations:
- Re-Leveling
- Structure Repair
- Drainage Systems

-  Retaining Wall

-  Electrical/Custom Wiring

510-385-8251 • MaraConst@comcast.net
W W W. M A R A C O N S T R U C T I O N . C O M

LOCATED IN LAMORINDA AREA
20th YEAR IN BUSINESS

SPECIALIZING IN ALL PHASES OF HOME CONSTRUCTION

MARA CONSTRUCTION

License # 586512

View projects and style ideas at our updated Website.

For current local Market Trends data, visit: 

www.LamorindaValues.com
For a complimentary market analysis 

of your specific property, contact Frank today!

Frank Woodward
Specializing in 

Lamorinda Fine 

Homes & Property

925.253.4603       Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Orinda = Lafayette = Moraga

Lamorinda Sales Up

Number of Accepted Offers for Homes in Lamorinda

Spring is our peak selling

season – list now for 

peak returns in 2011

Environmental Review Begins for
Proposed Senior Project
By Cathy Tyson

At a recent meeting of the

Planning Commission, the

City of Orinda announced the No-

tice of Preparation of a Draft En-

vironmental Impact Report for a

senior housing facility near Gate-

way Boulevard and Highway 24.

     

Developer Agemark Corpora-

tion has owned a 1.1 acre parcel

near the entrance of the Wilder de-

velopment for approximately two

years and is interested in building

a congregate care facility on the

site.  The proposed project, “Asto-

ria at Wilder,” consists of a two

story, roughly 40,000 square foot

facility with 45 units of assisted

living, 15 of those for Alzheimer’s

or dementia patients, along with

surface parking and landscaping.  

     

“We are very excited about our

boutique assisted living commu-

nity and feel that the site provides

a great opportunity for us to serve

an unfulfilled need in Orinda,”

said Forrest Westin, Vice President

of Agemark.

     

The Draft Environmental re-

port examines probable environ-

mental effects like aesthetics, air

quality, land use, hydrology, traffic

and more.  There was some con-

cern at the meeting that adjacent

ball fields will have lights and

noise late into the night that may

disturb the residents.  The environ-

mental report is a preliminary step

in the planning process, and there

will continue to be opportunities

for public comment.

     

Michael O’Hara, Project Di-

rector with Brooks Street, repre-

senting Wilder, commented, “The

location is inappropriate,” explain-

ing that the proposed project is in-

consistent with the scenic corridor

and the semi-rural character of

Wilder.  Attorney Amanda Mon-

champ, also representing Wilder,

added that there are a number of

categories omitted from the envi-

ronmental report that should have

been included.     

     

Agemark has been in business

since 1987, and has three types of

senior facilities throughout the

country: Astoria Gardens focuses

on assisted living and memory

care, Country House Residences

are exclusively designed for

Alzheimer’s patients, and Kens-

ington-Evergreen for independent

seniors.

LOL at Live at the Orinda
By Andrea A. Firth

Architect's rendering of proposed Astoria project near Wilder. Image provided



Sean Carroll
Loan Officer

925.275.3129
seanc@bankofcommercemortagage.com

CA DRE # 01077654

Is a Reverse Mortgage Right for You?
• Retirement Income | Government Insured | No payments
• Tax free proceeds | Pay off debt | Estate Planning
• Pay off existing mortgage | No income or credit documentation
• Limited time $0 origination fee - $6,000 savings
• Call for additional advantages and our free brochure!

Call today to see how much you can qualify for and additional details!

Home equity is required. Equal Housing Lender. CA Dept of Real Estate License #01218426

Those large, dramatic swaths

of yellow King Alfred daf-

fodils that welcome residents to

the Happy Valley neighborhood

and along Deer Hill Road are the

work of Greg Moeller, a self-de-

scribed “balding retired bean

counter” and gardening nut.

“There’s no nut like a garden

nut,” Moeller adds.   

     

Calling it “therapeutic” and a

labor of love, Lafayette resident

Moeller just wants to beautify the

neighborhood for all to enjoy.

Each fall the Happy Valley Im-

provement Association gives

away thousands of bulbs with no

strings attached, paid for by the

nominal yearly dues it collects

from homeowners. 

     

Moeller estimates he planted

11,000 daffodils this past fall –

that are in full bloom at the mo-

ment.  Some are paid for with Im-

provement Association funds, but

a chunk of the cost comes from

his own pocket.  He’s also respon-

sible for bird houses and has been

spreading poppy seeds in the area.

A special thanks goes to Orchard

Nursery for being so generous,

said Moeller, they have been very

supportive of the project.   

     

Drivers just can’t help but

wave and give a shout out when

he’s weeding or planting the little

triangular flower bed at the cor-

ner of El Nido Road and Upper

Happy Valley or tending to his

cheery flower crops throughout

the neighborhood.  He wants to

thank residents for, “Not hitting

the guy who looks homeless.”
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Direct: (925) 250-5591
3390 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette, CA 94549 

mark@markshawrealtor.com

Mark Shaw
Broker Associate

DRE LIC. #01245584

On your Mark, get set…
SOLD!

One Man Flower Crew Makes
Mark in Happy Valley
By Cathy Tyson

Orinda Submissions: 
Send to

Candy Kattenburg
P.O. Box 26, 
Orinda Way,

Orinda, CA. 94563
Candis333@aol.com

(925) 254-3909 

Moraga Submissions:
Send to 

Moraga Chamber/
UPS Store, 1480 Moraga

Rd. Suite I  #254,
Moraga, CA. 94556
coemary@aol.com

(925) 216-8904 

Lafayette Submissions
Send to 

Karen Rose
100 Lafayette Circle # 103

Lafayette, CA. 94549
karen@lafayettechamber.org

925) 284-7404

Lamorinda

Film Contest
How much do you love YOUR city?

Create a 3 minute maximum video, power-point,
slide show or film that conveys how much 

you love living, working or playing in YOUR city. 

Submissions MUST be on a DVD and 
WILL NOT be accepted without a signed release form!

Each city’s winning submission will be
shown during the Tri-Chamber mixer 

on the BIG SCREEN 
at THE NEW RHEEM THEATRE 

and will receive $100.

DEADLINE for Submissions:

April 15 at 12 Noon!!

Don’t miss out!  
This is your BIG CHANCE 

to be on the BIG SCREEN!!!

Read and sign the release form for contest rules before you 
create your masterpiece. Release forms are  available online at
www.lafayettechamber.org. Acceptable formats: Playable DVD,
DVD with menu, .mov burned onto a DVD.

Lose 30 to 45 pounds in 12 weeks!
Physician-Supervised Weight Loss • Dietary Guidance

Safe and Effective Medication • Long Term Weight Management

925-287-8777 •  www.jumpstartmedicine.com

Jumpstart  Your Weight Loss

Walnut Creek & Pleasanton - (925) 287-8777
San Francisco (Financial District & Laurel Heights) & Marin - (415) 438-4999

Millbrae & Redwood City - (650) 701-1460

Photo provided

Worm Composting B
Building Worksho

Saturday, April 9th, 10-12pm
Civic Park Community Center, Walnut Creek

Come build your worm bin, learn about vermicomposting 
and start immediately! It’s easy – anyone can do it! 

All supplies covered, including worms!

Worms donated by Mama’s Worm Composting in 
Emeryville – www.mamaswormcomposting.com 

Only $10 per household to attend. 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 
Limit of 20 households so register today! 
Kids are encouraged to attend with parents. 
One bin per household.
Last day to register: April 4th

Sponsored by the Central Contra 
Costa Solid Waste Authority.
Call 925-906-1801 for questions 
or to register. 

CCCSWA RESIDENTS ONLY

Jewish Film Festival Comes to
Orinda
By Cathy Tyson

First there was the California

Independent Film Festival at

the New Rheem Theatre in Moraga

– then just recently the Orinda In-

ternational Film Festival, and start-

ing next weekend the East Bay

International Jewish Film Festival

makes its debut at the Orinda The-

atre.  Film buffs may be wondering

if Lamorinda is the new cultural

hub of the East Bay. 

      

This film festival has grown

from humble beginnings in 1995,

“We started with one weekend at

one venue,” said Riva Gambert,

Director of Community Programs

for the Jewish Community Foun-

dation, “Now we’re up to four ven-

ues and more than fifty

screenings.”  Organizers are call-

ing it the largest Jewish cultural

event in the Contra Cost/Tri-Valley

area - seeking to educate, engage,

encourage dialogue and promote

pluralism.  Venues include Cin-

eArts in Pleasant Hill, the Jewish

Community Center in Walnut

Creek, the Vine Cinema in Liver-

more – and for the first time ever -

the Orinda Theatre.  With films

from across the globe including

Argentina, Belgium, France and

beyond it’s easy to see why their

motto is “See a film, see the

world.”    

      

Gambert explains that Orinda

was chosen due to the level of in-

terest, and as a way to host screen-

ings closer to home.  “Audiences

want entertainment, but are also

very sophisticated, we looked for a

balance,” she said of the shorts,

documentaries and features that

were chosen.

      

Kicking off the festivities in

Orinda on March 12 at 7:00 p.m. is

The Matchmaker from Israel, in

Hebrew with subtitles.   It’s a mix-

ture of comedy and drama set in

the summer of 1968 when a

teenager from Haifa falls in love

with an American girl who is full

of talk about women’s rights, free

love and rock and roll.  Following

“The Matchmaker” is “Naomi,” a

suspenseful, psychological mys-

tery with some adult content at

9:30 p.m.

     

On Sunday, March 13, films

run all day long starting at 9:30

a.m. with the family-friendly

“Little Traitor.”  Other films

being screened that day include

“Lebanon,” winner of the presti-

gious Golden Lion Venice Film

Festival award, also nominated

for an Oscar and winner of the

Discovery Award at the 2010 Eu-

ropean Film Awards; and the Is-

raeli award-winning “The Human
Resources Manager” – a tragic-

comedic story that unfolds along

a  journey from Jerusalem to the

snowy mountains of Romania. 

     

Closing the show on Sunday

is “Gay Days,” also from Israel,

which documents a revolution in

the fight for equality for the

LGBT community from 1985 –

1998.  Personal stories and

archival material chronicle an ex-

traordinary change in cultural at-

titudes.

      

Check the festival’s website for

show times for all films that will be

screened in Orinda and at other

venues.  The first screening of the

festival is a Dutch film, Bride
Flight, on March 5 at CineArts in

Pleasant Hill.  Go to www.eastbay-

jewishfilm.org for a complete

schedule, or call (510) 318-6456.

Graphic provided

•



At a recent Lafayette School District

meeting, the Board reviewed a pro-

posed Budget Reduction Plan.  It wasn’t

pretty.

     

“We are wrangling with how to ad-

dress a $2.2 million dollar structural

deficit,” said District Superintendent Dr.

Fred Brill.  To make matters worse, “We

are operating with incomplete informa-

tion.”  A number of important budget

components are unknown, including

whether Parcel B – the proposed parcel

tax – will pass; what action will be taken

in Sacramento also remains a mystery.

     

As Brill sees it, the District is required

to submit three years worth of balanced

budgets, and if teachers may possibly re-

ceive a pink slip, the District is required

to give them notice by March 15.  Yet the

revenue side of the equation won’t be

known until June.  

     

“It’s a ludicrous situation,” said Peggy

Marchburn, Chief Communications Offi-

cer for Contra Costa County Office of Ed-

ucation, “creating a budget with

incomplete information.”  She explained

it’s a little like Wimpy from the Popeye

cartoons, who will gladly pay Tuesday for

a hamburger today.   “The County Super-

intendent’s Office is working with dis-

tricts to offer guidance and on-going

support, but the State is withholding funds

and it’s not a sustainable situation.” 

     

To see the Budget Reduction Plan for

yourself, go to the Lafayette School Dis-

trict website www.lafsd.k12.ca.us.  Con-

cerned residents are encouraged to attend

the Wednesday, March 9 Board meeting

at 7:00 p.m. at Stanley Middle School,

3455 School Street, Lafayette. 

The Orinda Union School District

(OUSD) Board of Trustees voted

unanimously to tap into the District’s re-

serves if faced with a State funding shortfall

for the 2011-2012 school year.

      

“We are in the unique situation to use our

reserves in the event of State funding cuts,”

said Board President Matt Moran, “We are

fortunate, not lucky. There has been plan-

ning.” In addition to the State-mandated 3%

reserve, OUSD has an addition a 17% re-

serve, or $4 million. 

      

If the temporary taxes were renewed as

Governor Brown proposes and flat funding

for schools achieved, OUSD would end up

just about even, according to Jerry Bucci, the

District’s Director of Business Services.

“But even, is not quite even,” said Bucci,

adding that OUSD is down 18% to 20% of

what it should legally receive from the State

due to the school funding reductions that

have been implemented over the past few

years.

      

Bucci presented the Board with two

other scenarios that would necessitate dip-

ping into the District’s reserves. If the State’s

temporary taxes are not extended, OUSD

will lose a little over $700K in State funding,

about $330 student. If the State also sus-

pends Prop 98, a voter-enacted proposition

that guarantees a minimum level of school

funding, OUSD will face a funding reduc-

tion of $1.5 million

      

“Over the past few years, we’ve taken all

the fat, then the muscle, and we’re down to

shaving bone,” said Moran. The Board felt

the use of reserves to bridge any potential

funding shortfall in the next school year

would eliminate the anxiety of proposing

teacher layoffs and give the District a year

to review and plan for how to fill the budget

gap. “We do have the ability to float the Dis-

trict for a year,” said Trustee Pat Rudebusch.

      

“I really don’t want to hand out pink

slips [teacher lay off notices] in March, so

using reserves in this situation makes sense,”

said Trustee Julie Rossiter, but she voiced

concern regarding how quickly reserves can

be depleted. 

      

Trustee Tyson Krumholz supported the

use of reserve funds to address a funding

shortfall, however he repeatedly voiced his

concern regarding administrative costs and

called for a simultaneous review of admin-

istrative salaries to ensure equity with other

Districts in the area. “We have positions that

are paid more than the going rate,” said

Krumholz, “I’m not completely comfortable

with dipping into reserves without reviewing

this.” 

      

The previous Board of Trustees re-

viewed management salaries in November

of 2010 and voted 3 to 2 to adopt one of two

revised salary schedules proposed.
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OUSD to Bridge Funding
Gap with Reserves
By Andrea A. Firth

Lafayette School Budget
Dilemma Continues
By Cathy Tyson

Moraga School District
Finances Going from Bad
to Worse
By Cathy Dausman 

Moraga School District Superinten-

dent Bruce Burns warns audiences

that “this is another year to plan when you

don’t have all the info.”  He is busy making

the budget presentation rounds, ten to date,

“to anybody who will listen to me.” The

next School Board meeting is March 8, and

Burns says “it will be big.” 

     

“This is a very interesting time to be-

come Superintendent,” says Burns, who is

just seven months into the job. “We’re

doing the right thing,” he believes, adding,

“I don’t want to be an alarmist.”  

     

The Moraga School District’s (MSD’s)

last financially stable year was 2007-2008.

Since then, it has been deficit-spending;

Burns sets the current deficit at $569,950.

According to MSD Chief Business Officer

Kathy Bell, the district’s 2009-2010 per-

student spending was $8,920.

     

Even if existing taxes are extended, the

district will lose about $19 per student.

After applying a $280,000 one-time Federal

Jobs Act grant, the result is a shortfall of

nearly $34,000.  Burns says the MSD might

be able to cover this loss by tapping into

one-third of its financial reserves.  Califor-

nia requires each school district to save 3%

of their total revenues; the Moraga School

District has saved 4%. 

     

If the taxes are not extended, which

Burns describes as “a horrible situation,”

the loss per student increases to $349; and

the district deficit grows to $844,000.  After

budget cuts, reductions and applying re-

serves there would be a $230,109 shortfall.

Although the per-student dollar loss in-

creases in this case, the shortfall is less than

the first scenario because the district would

then use two-thirds of its financial reserves.  

     

If enrollment increases the deficit de-

creases, says Burns.  Every unspent line

item results in savings applied to the deficit.

“Teachers [who have had hours or jobs

cut] have been through this before and it

might happen again.” Yet this is the sce-

nario the district is planning for, eyeing the

March 15 deadline for sending lay-off no-

tices.  Burns says the district partially offset

staff reductions with funding provided by

the Parent Teacher Associations (PTAs) and

the Moraga Education Foundation (MEF).  

      

The worst case scenario is one in which

taxes are not extended and Prop 98 is sus-

pended – the district would suffer a 1.6 mil-

lion dollar deficit and a loss of $650 per

student.  Even after applying reserve fund-

ing, the projected shortfall would be

$748,922. If that happens, revenue loss

would increase to $1200 per student for the

2012-2013 school year.  And district re-

serves would be gone. 

      

The numbers will shift somewhat as ex-

penditures continue during the next four

months. Shortfall figures are estimated pro-

jections based on the information available

to the MSD earlier in the year.  “The second

interim budget report will likely show a de-

crease in shortfall numbers as our enroll-

ment increased.  Increased enrollment

increases revenue and decreases shortfalls,”

Burns notes. 

      

Burns says twenty five percent of

MSD’s current operating budget does not

come from the State but from sources such

as PTAs and MEF.  Because of that, he says

it is vital to build both funds as well as to

personally thank individuals and businesses

who have made past contributions. Burns

also hopes parents will attend the March 29

statewide PTA Advocacy Day in Sacra-

mento, and “contact your Legislators

daily…by phone, e-mail and letter.  Let

your voice be heard.” He adds that the Mor-

aga School District isn’t just relying on do-

nations to help ease deficit spending – at

this point, Burns stressed,  “We’re betting

on them.”

A welcoming, spirited community of members

Top-ranked swim team

Learn-to-swim and adult Masters swim programs

11 tennis courts

Private and group tennis lessons

USTA teams and regional leagues

Legendland Summer Day Camp  
for kids ages 45 and older

prospective member  
information session

Sunday, March 27, 4:00 p.m.  
SHSTC Clubhouse

We invite you to learn more about our swim and tennis 
programs and summer day camp. Please join us for an 
informal presentation and question and answer session 
led by our members and exceptional coaches and pros.

now is the ideal time to join
Apply for membership between  

March 1–April 15 and save 

$1,500 off
our $2,500 Membership Initiation Fee.

www.sleepyhollowlegends.net

SHSTC@comcast.net

–

r

r
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93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews           www.villageassociates.com   •   www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

Consistently Representing Buyers and
Sellers in Successful Transactions

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

925-254-0505
aprilmat@comcast.net

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

Editor: 

Is a financial and ecological debacle possible in Orinda?

The answer is yes because Orinda is not showing proper

leadership in the area of supplying housing for low-in-

come senior citizens.

Current California law mandates that California cities

build a certain number of apartments for low-income sen-

ior citizens.  Orinda has decided to use land at 2 Irwin

Way (across the street from the Safeway) to build about

70 apartments -- possibly high-rise apartments -- for low-

income seniors.

Orinda's plan seems well-intentioned.  However, what

would happen if few or no senior citizens wanted the

planned apartments?

For years, I have been suggesting that Orinda oppose the

current law that requires California cities to build housing

for low-income seniors.  I favor a more efficient process:

giving these seniors vouchers to be used at an apartment

of choice.

Unfortunately, the Orinda City Council does not have the

will to oppose current state housing law that applies to

low-income seniors.  Worse, Orinda plans to hire an or-

ganization called Eden Housing, located in Hayward, to

build the Irwin Way apartments.

Eden appears to be in shaky financial condition.  I have

obtained copies of Eden's 2008 and 2009 federal income

tax returns.  Between 2008 and 2009, Eden's investment

income dropped 90 percent, profit decreased 73 percent,

and income fell 50 percent.

In November 2010, I wrote Janet Keeter, Orinda's city

manager, asking her if she had copies of Eden's tax returns.

In a January 10 letter to me, Ms. Keeter, stated:  "The City

of Orinda does not have copies of Eden's tax returns."

Unless Orinda has evidence that Eden Housing will not

go broke in the midst of building the Irwin Way project,

Orinda should avoid doing business with Eden.

Moreover, if Orinda -- perhaps in conjunction with other

cities -- had worked to create a voucher program, there

would be no need for Orinda to get involved with a pre-

sumably financially unstable organization like Eden.

Orinda, then, might be able to concentrate on one of its

main problems:  fixing the city's horrible roads.

Richard S. Colman   

Orinda

Editor:

I read in the press that fire stations are going to be shut

down in other cities because there is not enough money

to keep them open, but then I read that Orinda taxpayers

are paying $11 million in taxes to MOFD.  Isn't that the

same size as the entire Orinda budget?  Does it really cost

that much to run a fire department?  

One letter writer says Moraga only pays 3/4 of what we

pay per fire fighter.  Is there a reason for this?  If we only

paid 3/4 of $11 million that would be a lot of extra money

for things we don't have.

At the same time, while the city is doing a great job fixing

our big roads, our little roads keep getting worse and worse

and the Mayor says this is because we won't vote in a new

tax.  Are we handing out money with one hand but begging

with the other?  Is anyone asking these questions?

I see letter writers suggesting that we have a citizen task

force to review these questions.  We certainly have a lot

of smart people in this town who could probably figure

it out.  Why not give them a try?  What can it hurt?

Bill Criswell

Orinda

Editor:

After all the meetings and letters concerning the equity

balance of the MOFD, it appears we have yet to achieve

any unbiased, complete report.  Clearly Moraga and the

MOFD believe their best interests are served by main-

taining the status quo.  Both Moraga Councilman Met-

calfe and the MOFD Directors expressed at the

September Tri-Agency meeting that “This is Orinda’s

problem”. 

So what are the facts?  Is Orinda really paying $1 million

per fire fighter, but Moraga only $750,000 per fighter?

Why, if Orinda indeed pays more, which does not seem

reasonable, is the fire service to Sleepy Hollow and

Orinda Downs way below acceptable standards?  If the

water pressure of our hydrants is also substandard, why

after all these years has the MOFD failed to even start ad-

dressing the problem?  Has there ever been any serious

effort to work with EBMUD to do so?

Approximately a year ago, the Orinda City Council con-

ducted a survey to determine support for a bond to raise

money for road repairs.  Forty percent (40%) indicated

a-wait-and-see stance until the MOFD report was com-

pleted.  Apparently it has been impossible to garner any

balanced perspective of the facts since Moraga and the

MOFD strive only to protect their self-interests. Thus,

perhaps it is time, as expressed in recent letters, for a pro-

posed Orinda Citizens Committee to investigate all of

these claims to be sure our self-interests are protected.

Much money is at stake, and in the meantime, our roads

continue to deteriorate and the quality of our fire protec-

tion remains questionable.

Bob and Joan Daoro

Al Sisto

Orinda

Editor:

The City of Lafayette has  money  designated for new of-

fices in this years budget.. I wonder when they are going

to spring the news to the public? I hear they want to put

Road Tax #4 on the ballot soon.  They must be waiting

until after that election. 

They have already spent $2,264,950 for land for a park-

ing lot across the street. They are planning to spend an-

other $53,657 on it. There's no mention  of  the cost for

the traffic light that will be needed  for pedestrians to

cross Moraga Road. 

The projected cost to purchase and convert the old library

building into city offices is $4,081,664. Add that to the

parking lot expense and  the bill  is $6,400,271.

Someone might squawk if they knew about it. Someone

might suggest finding an office building that doesn't need

a $2,000,000+ overhaul. 

Having an office with adequate parking on the same side

of the street would make sense. But Lafayette is the city

of bad ideas. You will be told  about their plan, after they

sign the contract.

(P. S. The numbers are on  pages 112, 113, & 136 of the

City of Lafayette Final Budget & Workplan  FY 2010-11.)

Bruce R. Peterson

Lafayette 

Editor: 

Moraga residents are not going to like what they see

when grading starts on the Rancho Laguna development.

Town Council members who voted for the project may

say what they like about “protecting” the ridge by trying

to make the houses “invisible” from Rheem. But to so

they are letting the developer carve off the ridge itself and

build a road right on top. The road cuts in the ridge will

reach 30 feet – that’s the height of a three-story building,

and good enough for a first down in the Super Bowl. The

next time you drive along Rheem past the Rancho La-

guna site, look up and imagine a 30-foot slice off the top

with cars driving along it. Not nice. And not what most

people want for the Town.

Residents put a General Plan in place to control such de-

structive development practices. How can we make de-

velopers follow the rules when Council members cut

them deals like this? If the Town Council and the Plan-

ning Commission continue to sell out the provisions of

the General Plan every time they want to fix a road, can

we trust them with the future of Moraga?

Sincerely, 

Dan Smith

Moraga

Editor:

The 2-1 vote by the Moraga Town Council last month to

approve the ridge-ruining Rancho Laguna project was

nothing less than a page out of Alice in Wonderland. I’m

referring to the insistence by Councilmember Howard

Harpham and Mayor Karen Mendonca that the Town’s

General Plan admonition to “protect ridgelines from de-

velopment” didn’t really mean that at all; they both

agreed “protect” didn’t mean “prohibit.”  It was classic

Lewis Carroll:  

“When I use a word,” Humpty Dumpty said, in a rather

a scornful tone, “it means just what I choose it to mean—

neither more nor less.”

“The question is,” said Alice, “whether you can make

words mean so many different things.”

“The question is,” said Humpty Dumpty, “which is to be

master—that’s all.”

Yes, well, I wasn’t surprised that Harpham bent that part

of the General Plan. In 2008 he ran on a pro-development

platform and stayed true to his word. Can’t say the same

for Mendonca, though. A top campaign priority of hers

was open space and ridgeline preservation. She argued

forcefully for Measure K (which would have protected

Rheem Ridge) and was the top vote getter (making her

mayor) thanks to the vigorous support of the open space

community. 

Months ago Councilmember Dave Trotter proposed a

compromise that would have moved the offending

houses off the ridgeline and still allow for a reasonable

project. Inexplicably, Mendonca rejected it and instead

sided with the developers. Politically, this vote was an in-

tegrity test; she failed it.

In the past I’ve likened Moraga’s physical beauty to an

East Bay oasis, but now that Rheem Ridge has been con-

quered, our remaining unprotected ridgelines will soon

come under assault by developers. The only way to stop

this is to elect people to the Council who have the back-

bone to reject this kind of unacceptable development by

following both the letter and spirit of our General Plan.

Two years ago I supported Karen Mendonca and urged

others to do the same. I won’t be doing that again. Mor-

agans: next election, please remember this Council vote.

A. Richard Immel

Moraga

                            Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the 
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Join our Public Forum
If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda
or one of its cities that requires more than the 350 words to which
we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit
your letter to our Public Forum section.  Just send your letter to

letters@lamorindaweekly.com and let us know you’d like to be
considered for the Public Forum. 

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, ILP040036  02/04

D I S C O U N T  R AT E S
without discount service.

It’s no accident more people trust State Farm.
Mike Rosa, Agent

Insurance Lic. #: 0F45583
1042 Country Club Drive
www.mikeisthere.com

Bus: 925-376-2244 g

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, ILP040036  02/04

Michael Heller
BMW Concord

mlheller78@hotmail.com

BMW Concord | 1967 Market ST.  | Concord

The X5 is in!
Call Michael at 
925-998-2150

Core Bookkeeping Solutions
Serving your business

• Accounts Payable & Receivable • Financial Statements
• Budgets & Cash Flow • Payroll & Journal Entries
• Reconciliations & Systems Improvement • Year End Processing; W2s, 1099

* and more …

Patricia Ahazie, Principal
Moraga Resident

925-262-8358
3624 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette
patricia@corebookkeeping.com   |   www.corebookkeeping.com

ADULT DAY PROGRAM
Providing activities for adults with Alzheimer’s or 

other related dementias and respite for caregivers.

925-254-3465 433 Moraga Way Orinda
www.holyshepherd.org

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579
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License #777236

Call 925-323-6582
email: nlgionet@lga-db.com    www.lga-db.com

• Remodels
• Additions
• Custom Homes
• Kitchens
• Baths

FREE Professional Design Consulation
Client-focused quality, value 

engineering and responsive delivery.

Just ask our clients!

If you would like to list the registration information for a youth sports club
please email wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call (925) 377-0977. 

B&W listing will cost $24 (3.75”x1”).

Lamorinda Basketball Academy (LBA)
Fundamentals of basketball Girls Grades 3-8

Learn basketball skills required to play at the next level. Learn/perfect

basic skills: dribbling, shooting, passing, rebounding, defensive skills,

footwork, and Teamwork! Build toward competitive game play! 

Sign up now: Contact us at LBA@LBAhoops.com or 925-681-8400.  

Check out our website at www.LBAhoops.com

Saint Mary’s Clinches WCC Conference
Title, First Since 1997
By Bryant West

The Saint Mary’s Gaels accom-

plished a goal 14 seasons in the

making – a regular season crown. 

      

Reaching this end point was a

roller coast ride, especially the last

two weeks: Saint Mary’s suffered a

three game losing streak which

dropped their RPI from 30 to 56, but

Randy Bennett’s squad has a lot to be

proud of. A home win against Port-

land on Saturday secured a share of

the regular season championship

which Saint Mary’s hasn’t had since

1997. Saint Mary’s shares the title

with rival Gonzaga.

      

Head coach Randy Bennett said

after the Gaels victory on Saturday

that winning the regular season title

gives him more pride than the tourna-

ment title. “I think it's harder to do,”

Bennett said. “There aren't many up-

sets in winning a conference regular-

season championship. You can have

upsets winning a conference tourna-

ment, so that's why I think it's special.”

      

Three straight losses – a 74-66

loss to San Diego, a 75-65 loss to

#24/25 Utah State, and a 89-85 defeat

to Gonzaga – were not favorable to a

once secure Gaels team. But a 83-69

win against Portland on Saturday

night earned a 11-3 conference record

and gave Saint Mary’s a share of the

regular season title. 

      

The Gaels letdown, 74-66 loss,

against San Diego on February 16

postponed the chance to tie for the

conference title.

      

While Saint Mary’s held a decent

halftime lead at 32-24, San Diego

caught fire and scored 50 second half

points, including going 6-of-7 from

beyond the three point line to stun the

Gaels. 

      

Senior guard Mickey McConnell

scored 21 points and had six assists,

while sophomore forward Mitchell

Young had 24 and nine boards, but

four Toreros scored in double figures.

Matt Dorr and Chris Manresa each

notched 17 points. 

      

While the Gaels played much

more talented competition on Satur-

day, February 19, Utah State sat at

#24/25 in the rankings, the game was

eerily similar to the contest against the

Toreros. 

      

The Gaels played well in the first

half, holding a 36-27 advantage that

Bennett later said was one of the best

halves they’d played all year. But

again, a comfortable halftime advan-

tage quickly dwindled away as the

Aggies shot 55.6 percent, scoring 48

points in the second, while holding

Saint Mary’s to 28.6 percent shooting.

McConnell had 16 points and four as-

sists, while Tai Wesley and Brockeith

Pane each had 22 for the Aggies.

      

Returning to regular season play

against Gonzaga on February 24, the

Gaels contest with Bulldogs became

more than a rivalry game, with the

conference regular season title at

stake. A win could have helped the

Gaels outright win the conference

title. 

      

Saint Mary’s trailed by 10 in the

second half at 55-45 with 14:49 to

play, but Saint Mary’s stormed back

and tied it with 7:19 at 65 a piece after

a three by Dellavedova. The teams

traded buckets from there, but a three

pointer from junior forward Rob

Jones gave Saint Mary’s a 76-73 ad-

vantage with 1:40 to play. Tough

Saint Mary’s defense stifled the Zags

next offensive play, but a loose re-

bound was tipped right to Zags guard

Marquise Carter who sank a tying

three at 76-76 with 1:13 to play. 

      

Both teams missed their next

shots, and the Gaels had the ball with

nine seconds left and a chance to win.

But McConnell missed a potential

game winning three, and it was all but

over from there – Saint Mary’s were

stagnant offensively in overtime,

making just one of their seven shots

as Gonzaga went on to win 89-85.

      

The loss tied up the conference

standings and gave the Gaels their

third straight loss. 

      

McConnell had 15 points and

nine assists, and sophomore guard

Matthew Dellavedova finished with

24 points and five assists, but five

Zags, led by Sam Dowers’ 21 points,

scored in double figures.

      

“How many big shots has Mickey

made for us?” Bennett said after-

wards.  “Nobody hits them all.”

      

The match-up against Portland

last Saturday was the Gaels last

chance to secure the conference title

and they did not disappoint.

      

The Gaels trailed 39-38 at half-

time but picked up their offense and

defense in the second half. After

shooting 38.5 percent in the first half

and allowing Portland to shoot 55.6

percent, the Gaels started the second

half on a 11-2 run capped off by three,

three-pointers from freshmen guard

Stephen Holt. The Gaels shot 57 per-

cent in the second half and sank 20-

of-24 free throws to hold off the

Pilots.

      

Immediately after the game, the

players and fans celebrated the team’s

first conference regular season title in

14 years. 

      

“There are a lot of guys who

haven't won this,” Bennett said.

“They better enjoy it tonight. We all

feel good tomorrow. And then this

week, we'll try to get better and go

into this tournament playing well.”

      

The Gaels will travel to the WCC

Championships this weekend, and

will play Loyola Marymount, Port-

land or Santa Clara in the semi-final

round, which will be held on Sunday,

March 6th. Should they win that con-

test, they will advance to the finals for

the third straight year, which will be

held Monday the 7th.

Photo Tod Fierner

Submit stories to sportsdesk@lamorindaweekly.com

Kyle Davis
Mortgage Consultant

Owner/Partner
DRE License #01111347

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995

Direct: 925-314-5299
Kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

For current rates call Kyle
at 925-314-5299.
“Providing Premier Loan products
and service from the most
experienced and  solution-oriented
professionals in your community.”

This is not a loan commitment, nor is it a guarantee of any kind. This compari-
son is based solely on estimated figures and information available at the time
of production. Interest rate is subject to borrower and property qualifying. DRE
License #01327738.

319 Diablo Rd., Ste 103
Danville, CA 94526
CA DRE Lic. # 01327738

JUMBO Fixed Period Arms    INTEREST ONLY
Up to $1,000,000 Up to $3,000,000

Interest Rate        APR              Interest Rate APR
3 Year Fixed 3.150% 3.750% 3.500% 3.750%
5 Year Fixed 3.500% 3.750% 3.500% 3.750%
7 Year Fixed 3.750% 3.750% 3.750% 3.750%
10 Year Fixed 4.875% 3.750% 4.875% 3.750%

Conforming to Conforming Jumbo to
$417,000 $729,750

30 Year Fixed 4.625% 4.750% 4.750% 4.850%
15 Year Fixed 3.875% 3.975% 4.250 % 4.350%



The Campolindo and Acalanes

boys’ basketball teams were

selected for post-season play. As was

the case the last two seasons, two

Lamorinda teams met early in the

playoffs—this time Acalanes traveled

to play Campolindo on Tuesday, Feb-

ruary 22nd. Campolindo defeated

their Lamorinda rivals to progress to

the second round, but lost on the road

to Analy.

      

All three of the Lamorinda girls’

basketball teams made it to the NCS

playoffs with top-five seeds. Cam-

polindo and Miramonte were selected

for second and third seeds, respec-

tively and received a first round bye.

Acalanes was given a #5 seed and

played in the first round. All teams

have advanced to the semi-finals and

will play tonight, March 2nd. Cam-

polindo hosts Miramonte at 7:00 p.m.

First Round, Tuesday, February

22nd:

      The Campolindo and Acalanes

boys split their first two meetings in

the Diablo Foothill Athletic League

regular season, each winning on the

road in two close games.   The “rubber

match” turned out to be close as well,

coming down to the final minute. 

      Dons’ senior Stephen Collins hit

a free throw to tie it at 53 with 59 sec-

onds to go. Twenty seconds later,

Cougars’ sophomore John Schmitz

drilled a three pointer from the wing

to give Campolindo a lead they would

not relinquish. Campo won 59 to 53. 

      The Cougars were led by senior

Carl King who finished with 16

points. Junior Robbie Wirth chipped

in 13. Acalanes was led by Collins

who finished with 15 points and jun-

ior James Griffin who had 11.  

      With the win the Cougars pro-

gressed to the second round to take on

Analy. The Dons finished their season

at 14-13.

      On the girls’ side, Acalanes, who

finished fourth in the DFAL, was slot-

ted with a home game against Drake

High from Marin County.

      The Lady Dons opened up a 19-7

lead after one period and never looked

back as they blasted the Pirates 69 to

40.  Senior Kiara Harewood had 19

points, junior Sophie Taylor dropped

in 15 while senior Emani Harrison

scored 13.  Sophomore Marie Pal-

adino added two three-point baskets.

Second Round, February 25th: 

      The Campolindo boys took the

court against Analy in Sebastopol. A

perennial power, the Tigers looked to

be a tough challenge. Campolindo

played strong and at the half they had

the lead, 26-25.  Analy came back in

the third to take the lead heading into

the fourth, 41-39.  Analy remained

ahead and ended the Cougars season,

59-54.  Campolindo finished at 19-9.

The loss eliminated the last Lamor-

inda boys’ teams from the post-season.

      On the girls’ side, the stakes were

high as the winners of each of these

games would not only get to the semi-

finals of the NCS, but would also

qualify for the Northern California

CIF tournament.

      The Lady Mat’s traveled to

Analy. The ride up on Friday night

apparently did not tire the Lady Mats

as they crushed the Tigers 75-46.  

      Analy started strong and led by

five after the first period but a 16-2

run at the end of the second period,

put Miramonte ahead to stay.  Coach

Kelly Sopak was pleased with the ef-

fort and noted, “We are healthy and

playing well and the kids are enjoying

the ride.”  

      Senior Alyssa Johanson and

freshman Breanna Alford both had

double doubles with 17 points and 14

points respectively.  They each had

ten rebounds.

      The Acalanes girls took their

team on the road to Hayward to meet

the Moreau Catholic Mariners.

Acalanes beat Moreau 56-46. After

trailing at the half by two, the Lady

Dons came on strong behind a mon-

ster game by Taylor who led all scor-

ers with 22 points to go along with 14

rebounds.  Harewood scored 21. The

Lady Dons will travel to take on the

#1 seeded Bishop O’Dowd Dragons

on Wednesday, March 2nd.

      Campolindo’s girls hosted Tamal-

pais. The Lady Cougars scored early

and often and easily downed the visit-

ing Tamalpais Hawks 74-29.  Junior

Mallory Brown opened the scoring hit-

ting a three point shot and senior

Amanda Forshay scored twice, and the

Lady Cougars were up 7-0 and they

never looked back.  The Hawks hit a

layup and then Campo went on a 17-0

run.  Campo led by 24-6 after one. 

      The second period started the

same way with junior Annelise Ito

making another steal and lay up and

Campo led by as many as 26.  Ito,

who finished with five steals, credited

her teammates for giving her the op-

portunities.  Ito said, “My teammates

created great pressure and cut off all

of Tam’s possibilities so I was able to

step in and make a lot of steals.”

      At 6:15 of the fourth, Ito hit two

free throws and the lead was 41 and

the clock would not stop again.  Ito

finished with 14 and Amanda Forshay

added 11.

      Campo was scared by the loss of

both Annie Ward (sprained and

swollen wrist) and Mallory Brown

(stitches on her chin) to injuries.  Both

left the game and did not return.

However, head coach Clay Kallam

believes, “Both will be good to go on

Wednesday.”

      This win, along with the Mira-

monte thrashing of Analy, has set up

the third meeting of the year between

the Campolindo and Miramonte

girls—tonight, Wednesday, March 2,

at Campolindo at 7:00 p.m.  Campo

won the two DFAL regular season

meetings.

      All three girls’ teams qualify for

the NorCal tournament which will

begin the second week of March.
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SMC Gaels 
Home Game Schedule

Thu, Mar 3  WTEN  Pacific  1:00 PM
Fri, Mar 4  BSB  UC Irvine   (Louis Guisto Field)  2:00 PM 
Sat, Mar 5  BSB  UC Irvine  (Louis Guisto Field)  1:00 PM
Sun, Mar 6  BSB  UC Irvine   (Louis Guisto Field)  1:00 PM 
Tue, Mar 8  MTEN  Louisiana-Lafayette   1:00 PM  
Fri, Mar 11  WTEN  Loyola Marymount  2:00 PM
Fri, Mar 11  MBB  Weber State  McKeon Pavilion 7:00 PM 
Sun, Mar 13  WTEN  San Diego  10:00 AM
Sun, Mar 13 MTEN  Texas-Arlington  12:00 PM
Sun, Mar 13  WLAX  Lafayette  Saint Mary's Stadium  1:00 PM 
Mon, Mar 14  MTEN  Northern Colorado  3:00 PM
Tue, Mar 15  BSB  Nevada  Moraga, Calif. (Louis Guisto Field)  3:00 PM  

Schedule is subject to change. Confirm at www.SMCGaels.com

www.SMCGaels.com

SPORTS LAMORINDA’S LOCAL SPORTS

      

Campolindo defeated John F.

Kennedy of Fremont 4-0 in the first

round, Ygnacio Valley 2-1 in the sec-

ond round and Albany 5-0 in the semi

finals to reach the championship.

Acalanes defeated John F. Kennedy

of Richmond 1-0 in the first round,

Pinole Valley 1-0 in the second round

and Dublin 6-0 in the semi-finals to

reach the finals. 

      

All three girls’ teams qualified for

the tournament. Campolindo drew a

fourth seed but was upset in the first

round by #13 Berean Christian, 1-2.

#6 Miramonte hosted #11 Acalanes in

the opening round and defeated the

Dons’3-1. The Lady Mats lost in the

second round to Piedmont in double

overtime, 2-1. C. Graveson

(Front page photo--Campolindo
players: #6 Matt Reshke, #16 Timmy
Coleman, #18 Jaison Kimura, #3 Harlan
Raine, #25 Sam Palano; Acalanes
players: #16 Austin Deback, #17, #21
Austen Grassin, #4 Adrian Chow-dane,
#9 Cam Carda, #15 Max Omick)

Campolindo Soccer Wins
NCS Championship
... continued from page A1

Saint Mary’s Women Secure
Second Place Finish
By Caitlin Graveson

Saint Mary’s women’s basketball

closed out the final games of the

regular season with a 2-1 record to se-

cure a second place finish in the West

Coast Conference. The second place

finish not only fulfills preseason ex-

pectations, but gives the Gaels a bye

until the semi-finals of the WCC tour-

nament this weekend. The Gaels also

secured an automatic bid to the

Women’s National Invitational Tour-

nament (WNIT) if they do not qualify

for the NCAA tournament. The Gaels

closed out the season with wins over

the University of San Diego and the

University of Portland, and a loss to

#23 Gonzaga. 

      

Saint Mary’s hosted USD for

their final home stand on Saturday,

February 19. The Gaels celebrated

PinkZone for Breast Cancer Aware-

ness, wearing their pink jerseys, and

Senior Night. Saint Mary’s said good-

bye to Leanna Richey, Courtney

Dunn, Suzie Davis and Louella Tom-

linson. 

      

“It was pretty awesome. I am sat-

isfied with how with how the last four

years went and it was great that every-

one came out to support me and the

girls,” Tomlinson said after the game. 

      

USD put up a tough fight against

the Gaels, opening with a 2-13 lead.

Saint Mary’s redshirt junior guard

Jasmine Smith remained unfazed and

sparked a 12-0 run for the Gaels.

Smith notched 10 of the 12 points.

The run gave SMC the lead which

they held onto heading into the locker

room up, 42-36.

      

The Toreros opened the second

half much like the first, with a 7-0 run.

Again, the Gaels fought back with a

10-2 run. The game remained close

until the final minutes when Saint

Mary’s found themselves up just four

points. Tomlinson hit a bucket to ex-

tend the lead to six and the win was

sealed from there, 77-69. 

      

Smith had a career high 31 points.

Tomlinson added 16 points and ten

rebounds. 

      

Saint Mary’s hoped the momen-

tum from the win would carry them

into their rematch against #23 Gon-

zaga on February, 24. Head Coach

Paul Thomas said their strategy

against Gonzaga was focused on

maintaining control and limiting

guard Courtney Vandersloot’s influ-

ence. “You aren’t going to stop Van-

dersloot, so you have to contain her,”

Thomas said. 

      

Unfortunately, that goal was not

executed and Vandersloot notched 22

points and 13 assists in the Gaels 66-

106 loss. Smith had 24 points and

Tomlinson had 10 points. 

      

Saint Mary’s was able to quickly

bounce-back from the loss to defeat

the Pilots on Saturday, February 26.

The Gaels got off to a slow start, but

Portland did not take advantage and

SMC was only down 2-7 early. The

first half remained close and the Pilots

had 27-25 lead at halftime. 

      

The Gaels fought back in the sec-

ond half with a 10-0 run to reduce the

deficit.  A layup by junior guard Alex

Carbonel gave Saint Mary’s the lead

with about nine minutes to play. Saint

Mary’s maintained the lead to win,

62-52. 

      

Carbonel had a career-high 20

points. Smith had 20 points while

Tomlinson notched a double-double

with 14 points and 13 rebounds. 

      

"We stepped up defensively…

Alex did a great job giving us a spark

off the bench, while Louella and Jas-

mine did what they do... a great team

win," Thomas said. 

      

Saint Mary’s basketball returns to

action in Las Vegas in the semi-finals

of the WCC Tournament on Sunday,

March 6 at approximately 1:30 p.m.

Lamorinda Basketball Post-Season Review
By Conrad Bassett

Amanda Forshay #14 scored 11 points in the win over Tamalpais
Photo Doug Kohen

CYO Champions
Submitted by Robert Becker

Santa Maria’s eighth grade

boys’ CYO team recorded a

12-0 record this season to become

the National Division champions.

(Top left, clockwise): Peter Jack-

son, Andrew Lewis, Connor Jack-

son, Jack Kovalik, Michael

Zheng, Scott Kovalik, Mark

Laughton, CJ Novogradac, David

Becker, Kyle Weikert, Matthew

Tom.

Photo Ting Zhang

U-13 Lamorinda Girls Soccer Gold
Team Play in State Cup Finals
Submitted by Jeanna Brown

With two decisive wins in

State Cup quarter and semi-

finals 6-0, and 5-1 respectively, the U-

13 girls cruised into the final game of

State Cup against Sonoma County

Alliance.  The Lamorinda girls fought

hard, but ultimately fell to Sonoma, 3-

4, in a tight but physical game.

From left, back row:  Coach Joey
DeVenuta, Jane Buckley, AJ Morgan,
Emily Holbrook, Gina Crosetti,
Meghan Casey , Ally Ikeya; front row:
Alina Tully, Rosalind Fraser, Sarah Cella,
Jesse Mano, Sophia Settle, Erin Nolan,
Gabby Diaz-Valdez, Bailey Yuen,
Danielle Brown.            Photo Alan Ikeya

Leanna Richey (#21), Louella Tomlinson (#2) and Suzie Davis (#12) celebrate 
Senior Night. Photo Tod Fierner
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School Calendar

Acalanes Union 
High School District 
Board Room AUHSD Office
1212 Pleasant Hill Rd, Lafayette

Lafayette School District 
LAFSD Office
3477 School Street, Lafayette
Wednesday, March 9, 7pm Tuesday, March 8, at 7:30pm

Moraga School District
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga

Orinda Union School District 
OUSD Office
8 Altarinda Road, Orinda

Next: Wednesday, March 9, 7:30pm
Monday, March 7, 4pm

Acalanes High School | Bentley School | Burton Valley | Camino
Pablo | Campolindo | Contra Costa Jewish Day School | Del Rey

Donald L. Rheem | Glorietta | Happy Valley | Joaquin Moraga 

Lafayette Elementary | Los Perales | Miramonte | Orinda Academy
Orinda Intermediate | Saklan Valley School | Sleepy Hollow
Springhill | Stanley Middle | St. Perpetua School | Wagner RanchLamorinda Schools

Registration for Moraga students entering Kindergarten for the 
2011-2012 school year 

Moraga – March 3-4 at these
schools and times:

Camino Pablo Elementary
9-11:45am, & 1:15-3:00pm, 1111
Camino Pablo, 376-4435

Los Perales Elementary
9am-2pm, 22 Wakefield Drive, 
631-0105

Rheem Elementary
9am-2pm
90 Laird Drive, 376-4441

Information regarding Moraga regis-
tration 
requirements is available at
www.moraga.k12.ca.us. 

Nickerson to Take the Helm at AUHSD
By Sophie Braccini 

Dr. John Nickerson will become

Superintendent of the

Acalanes Union High School District

on May 1st, upon the retirement of

John Stockton.  Currently serving as

the District’s Associate Superinten-

dent of Educational Services, Nicker-

son has been involved in the District

for 15 years; as a teacher at Mira-

monte, assistant principal at Cam-

polindo, then principal at Acalanes

before moving to the District office.

      

“I care a lot about this District,”

says Nickerson, “I feel ready for this

position. In these difficult times, I can

bring some stability to the District.”

Nickerson, who met his wife while

they were both teaching at Miramonte

and has children in 3rd and 6th grade

in the San Ramon School District,

adds that he feels fortunate to have

this opportunity. 

      

As a young graduate from the

Harvard’s School of Economics,

Nickerson decided to respond to the

request of a faculty member who was

pursuing research in Kenya and went

there to teach for two years.  “After a

few months I became the headmaster

of this harambee school,” explains

Nickerson, “it was a life changing ex-

perience.  I fell in love with the notion

of becoming an educator, and devel-

oping a relationship with a commu-

nity.  And I was also introduced to

school leadership.” 

      

Upon his return, Nickerson taught

in Brooklyn, New York, before com-

ing back to California (he grew up in

Long Beach), getting his masters and

teaching credential at UC Berkeley

and pursuing his teaching career first

at Piedmont High School then at Mi-

ramonte.  

      

While principal at Acalanes, he

worked on his PhD dissertation with

the University of La Verne.  “I did my

research on cognitive conflict,” ex-

plains Nickerson, “I studied how we

can get to the best decision when peo-

ple do not agree; how this dynamic

can function well.”  Nickerson meas-

ured productive disagreements in

school districts where excellent deci-

sion-making happens. “For this pro-

ductive way to work you need an

environment where people feel safe

to disagree, some level of trust,” he

says.  

      

In his new position, Nickerson’s

first order of business will be dictated

by the State budget.  “The short term

challenge is – how do we maintain the

quality and great opportunity we offer

our students?” asks Nickerson. “A

large number of students come to

school equipped to learn and excel.

That said, a crisis like the one we are

facing can be detrimental to the en-

richment opportunities we have been

able to offer and that the kids de-

serve.” 

      

Thanks to Measure A, that was

recently passed by voters, the District

should not have to issue pink slips for

the 2011-2012 school year; although

some temporary teachers might not

be asked to come back for another

year.  Nickerson says the real chal-

lenge will be the 2012-2013 school

year.  “There are a lot of unknowns,”

he admits, “and we could face a loss

of funding between $2 and $4 million

dollars a year.”  

      

Nonetheless, Nickerson is look-

ing toward innovation.  “One of the

areas where we have historically

struggled is in supporting students

that are not achieving, not accessing

the curriculum,” he says. “Tutoring

programs are offered; we are starting

to do more parallel classes in Math

and English to develop foundational

skills, and some of the preliminary

data suggests that it is effective.  We

are also working on how to differen-

tiate teaching to a whole class, and

that’s increasingly challenging with

class size going up.”  

      

Another area where innovation

has taken place under his leadership

as Associate Superintendent is testing.

“This year we did something com-

pletely new in our four schools: all of

the World History students in 9th

grade were asked to analyze primary

source documents in their historical

context, and make an argument or de-

velop a thesis,” explains Nickerson,

“The teachers discussed the results to-

gether and built upon it through the

school year.”  

      

Nickerson also sees opportunity

in the meaningful integration of new

technology in teaching.  “Some

classes are starting to use iPads for

reading at Acalanes and Miramonte,”

says Nickerson, “teachers report that

digital reading increases the ability of

students to analyze text.  They can

manipulate it, check words, color

code by theme, and add comments as

they read.”   He envisions, in the next

5-10 years, a world in which students

don’t have to carry heavy backpacks;

just a digital reader to access text-

books that will be constantly updated

and enriched. 

      

“I feel lucky to be working with a

staff and teachers who are so innova-

tive,” says Nickerson.  The only thing

that may stand in the District’s way is

the money.

Dr. John Nickerson Photo Jill Ramsay

Family Focus
Handling Your Child’s Electronics Habit
By Margie Ryerson, MFT

Is your daughter part of what I call

the teen CNN syndrome where

she needs to text her friends or go on

Facebook practically round the clock

for critical fast-breaking news—such

as who got grounded or who just

bought new shoes? Is your son zoned

out in his computer or video game

trance which can last for hours? Are

you having trouble like many of us

keeping up with the latest “i-some-

thing” or other device, and whether

it’s something you even want your

child to have?

      

But more importantly, is your

child’s electronics habit interfering

with family time, school and other re-

sponsibilities, a social life (for the

solitary video game-players), or

sleep? It’s easy for children to become

addicted to texting back and forth,

being online, watching television, and

playing video games. As a matter of

fact, many adults have one or more of

these habits. Each of these activities

is compelling for many reasons, and

they all provide recreation and diver-

sion.

      

The problem arises when a child

uses his electronic device in a com-

pulsive way and is unable to break

away on his own. Parents need to be-

come the regulators and enforcers

since children often have a hard time

setting limits for themselves. But un-

less you are with your child 24/7, it is

hard to control how he spends his

time.

      

One teen I worked with, a high

school sophomore, had a texting habit

of over 3,000 texts a month, and that

isn’t even considered extreme these

days. Still, that was an average of 100

texts per day which involved a lot of

time. The reason I say she had a habit

is that she compulsively checked her

phone all day and throughout the

night, resulting in interrupted and in-

sufficient sleep. “Mia” also watched

television over five hours per day on

average. Mia’s mom was a single par-

ent who worked full-time, so Mia had

free reign after school when she got

home. Mia refused to change any of

her behavior as her grades and rela-

tionship with her mother rapidly de-

teriorated. 

      

In addition to seeing Mia, who

was depressed and not taking good

care of herself physically, I worked

separately with her mother to encour-

age her to set better limits with Mia.

Her mother had previously resorted to

nagging, yelling, threatening punish-

ments without consistently imple-

menting them, and virtually throwing

up her hands. Now her mom needed

to figure out a plan for Mia that she

could monitor. And she needed to

stop letting her desire to get along

well with Mia deter her from risking

being the “bad guy” for a while. 

      

Predictably, Mia didn’t like most

of her mother’s new rules for her. Her

mother shut down the cable TV and

the home computer until she got

home from work, and she also took

Mia’s phone away except for a two

hour window of time per night when

Mia could either use her phone, watch

TV, or use the computer. If Mia’s

grades and attitude didn’t improve,

her mother would take away these

privileges altogether. The only excep-

tion would be when Mia needed the

computer for schoolwork, and then

her mother would monitor its use

closely. Since in the past Mia resisted

her mother’s attempts to regulate her

electronics use, her mother would

need to take Mia’s cell phone to work

with her and to sleep with it under her

pillow at night. Extreme measures,

perhaps, but Mia needed to get her life

more balanced.

      

There were some immediate pos-

itive outcomes for both Mia and her

mother. Mia had requested joining a

local gym to work out and take yoga

classes, but her mother hadn’t wanted

to spend the money. Now Mia’s mom

saw the importance of providing Mia

with healthy alternatives to her elec-

tronics fixations and got a gym mem-

bership for both of them. Also, Mia

and her mom signed up together for a

weekly cooking class. Mia got more

sleep and was able to stay awake and

focus better in school. And since

Mia’s mom now had a systematic ap-

proach, she didn’t need to make im-

promptu and usually inflammatory

disciplinary decisions, so their rela-

tionship gradually improved. 

      

A key basis for mental, social, and

emotional success is achieving bal-

ance in our lives. If your child shows

signs of excessive electronics use, it

is important to help him moderate his

habit. Often, before children can

achieve self-discipline they need ex-

ternal guidance and limits from the

adults in their lives. And, it goes with-

out saying that they also need you to

provide them with your own good ex-

ample of self-discipline. We want our

children to leave space for unstruc-

tured brain time so they can think,

feel, daydream, and create. We want

to encourage them to interact with

their friends in person and not just via

electronic devices. And we want them

to leave time for their families so that

we can help them build lasting rela-

tionships and memories with us.

      

      

Margie Ryerson, MFT,
is a marriage and family therapist
in Orinda and Walnut Creek. 
Contact her at 925-376-9323 or
margierye@yahoo.com. 
She is also available for parenting
consultation.

Springhill Pack 200
Celebrates 60th
Anniversary
Submitted by Jean Follmer

Lafayette’s Cub Scout Pack 200

recently celebrated its 60th an-

niversary at the annual Blue and Gold

Event.  Original founding member,

Phil Condit, was slated to attend.

Born and raised in Lafayette, Condit

went on to become the President and

CEO of Boeing from 1996-2004.

Ironically, Condit was unable to attend

because his flight was cancelled due

to a mechanical failure.  Announcer

David Browne joked that Condit was

surely on a French plane rather than a

Boeing.

      

Fortunately, retiring Springhill

principal Bruce Wodhams was able to

transport himself to the celebration by

automobile.  Wodhams has served as

the Springhill principal for 24 years

and has been a great supporter of the

Cub Scouts during his tenure. Pack

200 honored Wodhams for his dedi-

cation over the years and the Cub

Scouts enjoyed a slide show that cap-

tured their beloved principal from

boyhood through adulthood.  “I am

most grateful for the exceptional ac-

knowledgment that Cub Scout Pack

200 afforded me on the occasion of

my impending retirement.  I was truly

taken aback by the level of attention,

graciousness and generosity that was

provided me at last Wednesday’s Blue

& Gold Banquet.  It is a night I will

long remember and the banquet itself

a tradition I will sorely miss. It has

been a rare and distinct pleasure to be

associated with such a fine organiza-

tion as Cub Scout Pack 200 for the

last twenty-four years.  It has always

reminded me of my own time in Cub

Scouts many years ago and I thank

them for keeping that valued memory

so fresh. A special thanks goes to

Robert Raffel, David Browne,

Melissa Lee and Carol Davis for their

part in last week's presentation.

Thank you, scouts. Keep standing tall

on the Six Pillars of Character

Counts,” Wodhams shared.

Pack 200 Leader David Browne awards Springhill Principal Bruce Wodhams at
the Blue and Gold Event. Photo provided by Suzanne Campillo

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners/Operators

Your comfort is our #1 priority
Haddon Heating & Cooling specializes in 

• residential furnaces • heaters • air conditioners • ductwork 
• repairs • upgrades  • maintenance and service.

FREE ESTIMATES  •  FAST SERVICE

925-521-1380
Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)

www.haddonheatingcooling.com

Lic #855456

System Inspection

$79
Furnace/ A/C 

Check up*
*service includes a free standard

sized 1” disposable filter.
We do offer a variety of pleated

and washable filters.
Exp. March 31, 2011

Do business 

with a neighbor.
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11th Annual St. Perpetua Science Fair
Submitted by Monica Chappell

St. Perpetua School's 11th an-

nual science fair was held on

February 3rd and was hosted by the

Jr. High students (grades 6-8). This

hands-on exposition featured ex-

hibits and experiments designed

with the future scientist in mind.

"Our goal is for the Junior High stu-

dents to be able to showcase their

efforts. This event provides oppor-

tunities for students to become per-

sonally and directly involved in

scientific investigation" said Karen

Goodshaw, St. Perpetua School

Principal.  Three winners from each

grade were awarded first, second

and third place ribbons and were

honored at a school luncheon

hosted by the Jr. High Science

Teacher, Natalie Deininger. The top

projects from 7th and 8th grade

went on to compete in the Oakland

Diocesan Science Fair which was

held on February 12th. Hayley

Miller and Bella Penza  were both

awarded Grand Champions within

Behavioral and Biological Science.

Cannon Armistead and Grace

Southwick were honored as finalists

for Engineering and Biological Sci-

ence respectively.  These four stu-

dents will compete at the San

Francisco Bay Area Science Fair on

March 30th representing St. Per-

petua School in Lafayette.  For

more information about St. Per-

petua School's Science Fair results

visit www.stperpetua.org.

From left, back row: Cannon Armistead (7th), Devyn Brown (8th), Hayley
Miller (8th), Tessa Lindberg (6th); center row: Grace Southwick (8th), Emma
Nushi (6th),  Kyle Wiggins (6th), Callan Hoskins (6th);
front row: Madeline McPhail (8th) , Megan Peirona (7th), Bella Penza (7th) 

Photo Kerry Armistead

On February 15 the Moraga

Lions Student Speakers’ Con-

test was held at the Moraga Public Li-

brary. The contest subject was

“Enforcing Our Borders: State versus

Federal Rights.” Pictured above are

Fred George, Moraga Lions Club

Chair; Cynthia Brzezinski, contestant

from Miramonte High School; Selena

Ross, winning contestant from Mira-

monte High School; Blake Margrass,

contestant from Acalanes High

School; and Roy Hridoy, contestant

from Campolindo High School. 

      

Ross advanced to the second

round (Zone) of the Lions Club Stu-

dent Speakers Contest, which she

won on February 26. She now goes to

the next level (Region) which will be

held at 12:15 on March 27 at the Con-

tra Costa Water District offices in

Concord.  Ross is sponsored by our

local Moraga Lions Club.  If she con-

tinues to win, she could be awarded

$21,000 in scholarships.  The mem-

bers of the Moraga Lions Club are

rooting for her.

Moraga Lions Student Speakers Contest
Submitted by Fred and Marice George

Opening Tonight at AHS: The Boyfriend
By Lou Fancher

Acalanes High School is bounc-

ing all the way back to the

1920’s with The Boy Friend, this

year’s musical, opening March 2nd in

Lafayette.

      

Bruce Lengacher, Director of

Choral Activities, has been at the

school for twelve years. Each fall, he

selects three musicals, then presents

them to the choir.

      

“The entire ensemble listens to

them and hears the synopsis, and then

they vote,” he explained.

      

This year, it was actually Little
Women that won, but the orchestra

didn’t have the instrumentation for the

libretto, so their second choice be-

came number one.

      

“I think they chose it because it

was upbeat. I described it as Tempest
meets the Great Gatsby—with lots of

dancing,” Lengacher recalled.

      

Brennan Quinn, 16, plays the

rich, many-sweatered Bobby Van

Heusen.

      

“I sing bass and it goes pretty

high, so that’s a challenge,” he said.

“The show requires a lot of energy be-

cause we have to sing and dance at the

same time. It’s fancy footwork, but

it’s doable.”

      

Lengacher said Diane Kamrin,

the show’s choreographer, works well

with all levels of dancers.

      

“She breaks it down so the kids

have success, but some of them were

pretty funny, before they got it,” he

laughed.

      

Quinn has learned more than just

dance steps from participating in the

musical.

      

“If we didn’t have the musical, I

think the class would run dry around

the second semester,” he speculated.

“This gives us a chance to come out

of our shell and get to know each

other.”

      

He’s heavily involved with Lead-

ership, the student government at

Acalanes, but said choir gives him a

special self-confidence.

      

“No one is going to judge you if

you sing a wrong note, because it hap-

pens to all of us. Even when I’m out-

side of the class, I don’t second guess

myself as much as I used to.”

      

Quinn’s favorite part is a duet,

Won’t You Charleston, because it epit-

omizes what he is trying to say to a

love interest in the production.

      

“I want her to stop playing games

and just dance with me and be with

me,” he explained, voicing a prefer-

ence he shares with his character.

      

Which leads to a relevant subject:

In the 1920’s, women were gaining

the right to vote. The Boy Friend,

frothy entertainment with a cast of

women toying, teasing and chasing

men while attending Madame
Dubonnet's School for Young Ladies,
is hardly a Suffragette’s dream.

      

“It’s ironic,” Lengacher said, “we

have a very strong female presence in

this class, but they haven’t brought

that up. They’re looking at it as a

show, as a snapshot of that time pe-

riod, rather than as a social comment

on the time.”

      

He too, has a favorite moment in

the production.

      

“It’s when I see that kid who may

have been in the shadows step out, for

the first time,” he said, his expression

filled with twelve years of fond mem-

ories.

      

The production runs just under

two hours and is almost entirely pro-

duced by the students. Parents chair

just four of the committees, with stu-

dents covering performing, market-

ing, production, set construction,

costume design and playing in the or-

chestra.

      

With cash-strapped schools, the

project sounds expensive.

      

“Actually, the musical pays for it-

self,” Lengacher said proudly. “Last

year, we made money. The budget for

this year is under $10,000 and secur-

ing the rights is the biggest part of

that: $3,400. Our Boosters and

Lafayette Partners in Education raise

funds too.”

      

For the students, parents, and es-

pecially for Lengacher, the pay off

goes beyond monetary profit.

      

“It’s not even the singing skills

they learn;” Lengacher confessed,

“it’s the collaboration, problem-solv-

ing and gaining appreciation for

things around them that makes it

worthwhile.”

Acalanes High School’s
The Boyfriend
Book, Music, Lyrics, by Sandy Wilson
March 2-5 at 7:30 p.m.
Acalanes High School Performing
Arts Center 
All Seats General Admission
$15/adult, $13 for students and
seniors (age 60 and up)
Go to www.acalaneschoral.org
for tickets

From left: Quinn Maarse, Brennan Quinn, Lindsey Long and
Scotty MCCormick in costume Photo Lou Fancher

Photo provided

DAR Presents Awards
Submitted by Louise Diracles

Daughters of the American Rev-

olution (DAR) Regent Alyce

Traverso welcomed DAR members

and Good Citizen Scholarship win-

ners and their families at a recent cer-

emony. She outlined the origin,

purposes and activities of DAR and

explained that each honorée was es-

pecially selected by their high school

counselors and received a flag flown

over the capital, a certificate, a DAR

pin, a list of DAR principles and a

Savings Bond. Chairperson Barbara

Snyder introduced each winner not-

ing some of her other accomplish-

ments, then each read her own essay

about patriotism.

      

Kayla Davidge (Miramonte) is a

Mock Trial Team co captain, co-pres-

ident of REACH, and co-captain of

Tennis.  Marie Hecker (Contra Costa

Christian) is a Scholar Athlete in vol-

leyball and swimming, senior class

president and a food bank volunteer.

Nicole Lee (Acalanes) is a newspaper

editor, founder of Key Club, and all

league tennis player. Hannah Ruben

(Campolindo) is a Girls State Dele-

gate, Marine Mammal Center volun-

teer, and on Student Council. Emily

Baltzo (Bentley) is volleyball captain,

vocalist in the Contra Costa Chil-

dren’s Chorus, and Habitat for Hu-

manity volunteer. Emily Baltzo was

chosen as the DAR County Essay

winner. Isabella Rassouli (Las

Lomas) is President of the Glee Club,

Lacrosse player and a John Muir hos-

pital volunteer. She was unable to at-

tend the ceremony due to illness.

From left: Acalanes DAR Regent Alyce Traverso, Hannah Ruben, Kayla
Davidge, Emily Baltzo, Nicole Lee, Marie Hecker, and DAR Good 
Citizen Award Chairperson Barbara Snyder. Photo provided

2011 Eagle Scouts of
Troop 204
Submitted by Laura van Duren

The new Eagles and their projects are:
Andrew Ahr (Campolindo) – Painted a large classroom and conference

room in the children’s ministry at Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church to

create an inviting atmosphere.

Austin deBack (Acalanes) – Fund raising, design, and leadership of

groups during the construction of five (5) tables for the teachers of

Lafayette Elementary School.

Bradley Green (Acalanes) – Created and coordinated the "Power of

Youth" book drive, amongst Lafayette students to raise awareness of the

new Lafayette Library and Learning Center.

Jacob Jernigan (Acalanes) - Refurbished a large wooden playground

structure, painted exterior doors, and refurbished and painted exterior

railings for Shelter, Inc. 

Max Lamb (Campolindo) – Planted a garden of native California plants

to attract native bees and installed an informational sign as an educational

tool at the Garden Classroom at Burton Valley Elementary School in

Lafayette.

Trent Joseph McCormick (Campolindo) - Constructed a six foot tall by

90 foot long deer proof fence around a vegetable garden and built an

adjoining path to the vegetable garden at Las Trampas.

Andrew Megowan (Acalanes) - Collected a variety of materials for use

in the assembly of a number of tactile boards for visually impaired

children in the Rehabilitation Center at Children's Hospital in Oakland.  

Westin Mirner (Acalanes) -  Conducted a month long sweat pant drive in

the Lafayette community for the Tom Waddell Health Clinic in San

Francisco that benefitted approximately 300 ill, homeless individuals.

Pierce Naton (Campolindo) - Installed an irrigation system in the new

Campolindo Biology garden. 

Christopher O'Keefe (Acalanes) - Created a learning center for

homeless children at Shelter's Inc. 

Gabriel Romero Samaniego (Camplindo) -  Collected tattered US flags

for proper retirement at schools, public and private businesses throughout

Lamorinda; organized and put on a flag retirement ceremony.

Marcus Justin Paul van Duren (Campolindo) – Landscaped three

traffic triangles for Edna Brewer Middle School in Oakland. 

On March 19, 2011, at the

Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian

Church, Lafayette Boy Scout Troop

204 will honor 12 young men who

achieved the Eagle Scout award, the

highest rank in the Boy Scouts of

America.  Troop 204 has awarded this

special honor to 330 scouts since

1935

      

To attain the rank of Eagle Scout,

a scout must earn his way up the

scouting ranks - from Tenderfoot to

Life Scout.  As a Life Scout, he must

be active in the troop for at least six

months, earn at least 21 merit badges,

serve as a Patrol Leader, show scout

spirit.  As a final step they must plan,

develop and give leadership to others

in an approved Eagle service project

that is helpful to any religious institu-

tion, school, or community.

      

In addition to requirements listed

above, each scout has attended the an-

nual 50 mile backpacking trips, hiked

over 500 miles, actively participated

in annual Camporees, constructed and

slept in snow caves and camped in the

wilderness for over 100 nights. 

From left, back row: Max Lamb, Westin Mirner, Andrew Ahr, Austin deBack,
Gabriel Samaniego, Pierce Naton;
Front row: Bradley Green, Marcus van Duren, Christopher O'Keefe, Jacob
Jernigan, Trent McCormick, Andrew Megowan. Photo Jeff Toten
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Looking for sophisticated, fun, luxurious, elegant clothes in Lamorinda?
Then discover Posh Boutique.  Newly opened in a cottage at the Forge on
Mt. Diablo, POSH offers unique outfits and accessories for woman, looking
for the WOW!
The owner, artist Roya Bayat, was a fashion buyer in Los Angeles before
moving to Lafayette to have her family, and she loves making women look
beautiful.  
Bayat flies to New York monthly to fill her shop with unique pieces from
Italy, France, Spain, New York and Los Angeles.  POSH is filled with pieces
waiting to be discovered; from comfortable weekend wear to sophisticated
pieces, but every item is feminine and nothing is outrageously expensive.

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd

The Forge, Lafayette
Phone: (925) 962-9691

POSH
BOUTIQUE

Got Fish?  The Rez Does
By Cathy Tyson

Over 20,700 pounds of trout

have been “planted” this

season at the Lafayette Reser-

voir, with 1,000 pounds of that

delivered in the last couple of

weeks.  From October through

June a large truck backs up to the

edge of the dam and fish are de-

livered through a hose.   Local

birds enjoy deliveries as much as

those that fish.     

     

“Deliveries from Fish and

Game average three –quarters to

two pounds, which is catchable,”

said EBMUD Ranger II Andie

Leandro, “Mt. Lassen (a delivery

service) delivers one and a half

to two-pound fish – sometimes

up to seven or eight pounds.”

     

On February 14, Ron

Theobald (pictured above)

caught his limit of trout in the

south end of the lake, the perfect

gift for a fisherman on Valen-

tine’s Day.  He had to duke it out

with American White Pelicans

who were shadowing him.  Not

only were the pelicans a distrac-

tion, but there have been reports

of river otters nibbling on caught

fish.

     

Theobald is a former profes-

sional baseball player with the

Brewers, Twins and Cubs – now

retired.  He’s been fishing since

he was 13, and now at 67 goes

out almost every day.  “It’s a

good place to meet people, kind

of like a senior citizens club.”

He suggests going out in the

early morning or evening and

trolling for rainbow trout – “de-

licious.”

     

Ranger Leandro recom-

mends fishing from a boat in the

south end of the lake due to the

fresh clean runoff; fishing from

the shore is best at Harry’s Cove

behind the EBMUD office.

     

To truly experience the call

of the wild in our semi-rural en-

clave, boats can be rented for

$15/hour.  Seniors get a deal -

those 62 and over receive half-

off on boat rentals.  A daily fish-

ing access permit is required and

costs $4, which covers the cost

of stocking the reservoir.  A Cal-

ifornia fishing license is also re-

quired, and can easily be

obtained online, and printed out

at home.  One day, two day,

year- long and for the true fish-

erperson, a lifetime license can

be obtained.  Go to the Depart-

ment of Fish and Game website

at www.dfg.ca.gov for more in-

formation.

     

It’s not too early to start prac-

ticing for the Outdoor Sports-

men’s Coalition of California

annual fishing derby that will

take place at the Lafayette

Reservoir on Saturday, April 16.

For more information on recre-

ation at the Reservoir call (925)

284-9669.

On February 14, Ron Theobald caught his limit of trout in the south end 
of the Lafayette Reservoir. Photo provided

R E S T O R E
DON’T REPLACE YOUR OUTDOOR FURNITURE

BEFORE AFTER

Environmentally friendly power coating process
New vinyl re-strapping or sling replacement
We can powder coat almost anything
Wrought iron furniture and fences
Art, architectural structures, automotive parts and more
Pick up and delivery available

1090 SHARY CIRCLE STE C
CONCORD. CA 94518

(925) 682-4247
WWW.PATIOCHAIRCARE.COM

A division of West Coast Specialty Inc.

Focus on Boutiques

Join us as we celebrate thirty years of fabulous! Located in the heart of
downtown Lafayette, Specialtees an Erin Paige Boutique is an upscale
woman's fashion mecca! Why endure city traffic and crowds when we have it
all? We have something for everyone, and feature an amazing array of
designers including Milly, Trina Turk, Tracy Reese, Joe's Jeans, Michael Star,
Cookie Johnson, Joie, Mother, and Ella Moss. For all our women we carry
many European designers, such as Deca, Lunn, and Porto . Benefit from the
assistance of our friendly, knowledgeable staff, who provide a unique, down to
earth personal shopping experience. Be sure to check out our nearby
Specialtees Outlet store, where you can score designer duds for 50-75% off.
Specialtees is here to make your day Special!

977 Moraga Road
Phone: (925) 283-9911
Hours: Mon-Fri 10:am to 7:00pm 
Sat 10:00am to 6:00pm 
Sun 11:00am to 6:00

Specialtees an Erin Paige Boutique

If you’re interested in advertising in our Focus On section please call 925-377-0977 or 
email Wendy at wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

“A High-tech Brain

with the Patience

of a Mother”

925-377-7711
www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985

• Troubleshoot any PC computer problem.
• Help in plain English, not tech talk.
• Personal training in your home, 

at your pace.
“Over the years 

techmommy has been our computer 
savior and guru, untangling our hardware
and software problems with remarkable
ease. Thank goodness for techmommy. 

We would be lost without her!”
– Dan & Colleen, Moraga

$25 OFFone session*

Fast Expert Computer Help
from techmommy!

*new clients only, exp. 3-31-2011

Lafayette is home to a few locally-owned apparel stores where the best in boutique shopping awaits; the proprietor is often on hand to help you
select beautiful garments that fit your style and figure perfectly and who may encourage you to step just enough outside your normal comfort
zone to add truly sensational pieces to your wardrobe.

Advertising
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Moraga Orinda 
Fire District 
Board of Directors Meetings
Meetings of the MOFD Board of 
Directors are open to the public and take
place on the third Wednesday of each
month in the Board Room, 
Administration Building, 
1280 Moraga Way, Moraga.

Next meeting(s):

March 16th, 7:00pm
Regular Board of Directors
Meeting, Station 41 
(1280 Moraga Way, Moraga), 
(go to www.mofd.org as the
meeting date approaches for
more information)

Reach
60,000+ in
Lamorinda
Advertise
with us
Lamorinda
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925-377-0977
today

• Residents and Developer Discuss Future 

of Moraga Adobe

• New Lamorinda Soccer Club Holds Tryouts

• Solar Ovens - From Lafayette to Kabul

• Downtown Plan Discussion Continues

• Lamorinda’s Councils Talk Roads and 

Development

• Discover & Go: Free Museum Passes

• Everyone’s a Winner at Kids Can Cook Contest

• Lafayette Police Blotter

• business briefs

• Townhomes a Possibility at Hungry Hunter Site
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MOFD Board Approves New Communication
System, Emergency Services Cost Recovery Policy
By Lucy Amaral

At the Moraga-Orinda Fire Dis-

trict (MOFD) Board of Direc-

tors Meeting held February 16, the

Board approved a motion to join a

new communications system author-

ity as well as consented to establish-

ing a cost recovery structure for

fire-based emergency services.

      

In the staff report from MOFD to

the Board, many of the emergency

service providers in Contra Costa

County and Alameda County use

dissimilar communication devices

and varying signals, and often it is

difficult to communicate between

agencies.  The report added that there

has also been an ongoing effort to

develop a standard for uniform digi-

tal two-way radio for public safety

organizations.

      

The East Bay Regional Com-

munications System Authority

(EBRCSA) was created as a Joint

Powers Authority (JPA) to develop

and operate an interoperable radio

communications system.  Using

several federal and local grants,

EBRCSA has developed the infra-

structure for Contra Costa and

Alameda County to move toward

this uniform system.  Currently 29

cities and five special districts

(now including MOFD) are mem-

ber agencies.  

      

According to MOFD Fire

Chief Randy Bradley, the District

has delayed updating its current

radio system in anticipation of pur-

chasing a system that would be in-

teroperable with other agencies.

As MOFD's equipment is becom-

ing obsolete, the Board opted to

approve becoming a member of

EBRSCA.  The new communica-

tions system is scheduled to be up

and running by January 1, 2013.

      

The Board also approved a

schedule of fees and collection pol-

icy for recovering the costs related to

fire-based emergency services such

as motor vehicle accidents, colli-

sions, vehicle fires, extrication and

hazardous materials spills.  

      

According to MOFD, everyone

who owns and operates a vehicle in

the United States is required to carry,

at the minimum, liability insurance.

The California Vehicle Code allows

fire departments to recover costs as-

sociated with responding to motor

vehicle accidents.  Contracting with

cost-recovery provider Fire Recov-

ery USA, MOFD would bill reim-

bursable claims with the at-fault

driver's insurance company.  If the

driver does not have insurance, the

recovery service would bill the

driver directly.

      

Depending on the type of serv-

ices provided by MOFD, the at-fault

driver's insurance company would

receive an invoice for items such as

personnel, equipment materials and

rental costs; any items MOFD deems

necessary for the response.  Fees can

range from $435 for hazardous ma-

terials assessment and scene stabi-

lization to $5,900 and above for an

advanced response which would re-

quire a hazmat certified team, a de-

contamination center, disposal and

environmental clean-up.

MOFD's Rehab 41 Helps Keep Firefighters on the Job
By Lucy Amaral

This past February, Moraga

Orinda Fire District

(MOFD) firefighters were at an

accident scene for more than ten

hours straight when a suspected

car thief crashed a pick-up truck

into an electrical pole on Camino

Pablo in Orinda.  Also on the

scene was "Rehab 41," MOFD's

self-contained medical/rehabilita-

tion unit designed to help keep

firefighters hydrated, rested and

able to continue their work.

     

"Firefighters will spend large

amounts of energy, body heat and

fluids in order to cool the body,"

says MOFD Battalion Chief Dar-

rell Lee.  "The problem is we wear

firefighter's clothing that doesn't

allow the body to cool or evapo-

rate sweat.  During emergencies,

wildland fires and structure fires,

we are prone to heat exhaustion or

heat stroke."  Rehab 41 allows

MOFD firefighters and any on-

scene emergency personnel to find

a quiet spot to rest and rehydrate

before going back into the fray.

     

The Occupational Safety and

Health Administration (OSHA),

requires that emergency personnel

receive rapid treatment, re-hydra-

tion and medical monitoring dur-

ing emergency operations or

training exercises.  

     

For some Districts this can

simply mean portable fans and an

ice chest full of waters.  In a Dis-

trict with remote locations and the

threat of sustained wildland fires a

real possibility, MOFD developed

the idea of a comprehensive unit to

best serve their emergency person-

nel.  With that in mind, the District

spent the last eight years outfitting

a retired ambulance, starting with

the basics of water and medical

equipment, then slowly adding ad-

ditional items such as pop-up

canopies, misters with fans, cool-

ers, chairs, coffee pots and even

blenders for fruit smoothies.

Today, Rehab 41 is the only self-

sufficient medical/rehabilitation

unit in Contra Costa County.

     

For years, Rehab 41 was

staffed by MOFD's paid reserves.

According to Lee, these reserves

held this support role during local

emergencies as MOFD responded

to working fires, second alarms or

wildland fires.  Because of budget

cuts, the reserve program was

eliminated last year and Lee sug-

gested using its existing all-volun-

teer group, the

Communication/Logistics Support

Team, to man Rehab 41. 

     

These volunteers were then

trained to drive the ambulance,

learned the medical/rehab proto-

col, and, during incidents, would

remain with the unit until released

by the incident commander.  While

medical supplies are part of Rehab

41's supply list, only EMT's or

other medically-trained personnel

would utilize them, not volunteers. 

     

Rehab 41 volunteer Marty

Heyman says that this unit is

called into action about six times

a year.  Volunteers are contacted

by the District and, while there is

no official 'on call' list, finding

members to staff the truck is never

an issue.  "All of our volunteers

are in the Lamorinda area so we

can get to the station quickly,"

says Heyman, adding that volun-

teers range from retirees to presi-

dents of software companies:

"This team is made up of commit-

ted community volunteers who get

a tremendous amount of satisfac-

tion helping MOFD." 

     

"The MOFD Communica-

tions/Logistics Volunteer Group is

a very important component of

our overall emergency response

program," said MOFD Fire Chief

Randy Bradley.  "The expertise

and dedication they bring to the

table enhances our ability to pro-

vide the expected service levels

that our communities deserve."

     

Rehab 41, which is housed at

MOFD's station 41 in Moraga, has

also been utilized by various agen-

cies throughout the county for

both training activities and emer-

gency response.  Lee said that dur-

ing the fatal accident on Camino

Pablo, Rehab 41 was a vital sup-

port system.  "This was an inci-

dent that had 80 people working

for over ten hours," he said.

"Rehab support was able to pro-

vide water, coffee, food and a rest

place for emergency workers.

Fire, police, public works and

PG&E all used the area to take a

break during the accident."

MOFD firefighters prepare to extricate a driver who was trapped in a burning
vehicle after crashing into a tree on Highway 24 on Wednesday, February 23.
According to Fire Marshal Mike Mentink, some Good Samaritans tackled the fire
with extinguishers and tried to free the victim. “Moraga-Orinda Fire District
would like to thank all the people that stopped to help put out the fire.  Your 
involvement helped save the driver’s life,” said Mentink.     Photo courtesy MOFD

Photo provided

(925) 676-2103
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READY SOLAR SYSTEMS, TOO

WE DO

FURNACE MAINTENANCE
Call for details Coupon Expires 3/31/11

10% Discount 
on Repairs - 

Coupon Expires 3/31/11 www.ACSystemsInc.com
License# 632329

SERVING LAMORINDA FOR 40 YEARS 

Up To

$2,425OFF

New "Carrier" System                                                
Free Estimates on Installations - 

Call for Details



Pamela Halloran
Broker Associate

Village Associates

(925) 323-4100
Pamela@PamelaHalloran.com

www.PamelaHalloran.com

This Year ~

Think of Pamela 

with all your 

real estate needs -

Put her 20+ years of

experience to work

for you!
License #00936191

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  
Lafayette

between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    
www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 3/31/11.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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New Location

Lafayette Jazz Festival
Thursday, March 10th, 7:30 

Del Valle Clubhouse, Rossmoor
Sponsored by 

Kaiser Permanente Senior Advantage

The Big Band of Rossmoor 
Private Party

Friday, March 11th, 7:30  
Acalanes Performing Arts Center

Diablo Foods, Sponsor

The Tom Scott Quartet
and Stanley Jazz Messengers

  $10 Adults $5 Student

Saturday, March 12th, 7:30  
Acalanes Performing Arts Center

Oakwood Athletic Club, Sponsor

 The Erik Jekabson Quintet

 and the Acalanes Jazz Ensemble

$10 Adults $5 Student

  Sunday, March 13th, 6:30 

Acalanes Performing Arts Center

Sponsor, Lafayette Chamber and

Lamorinda Music

  Contra Costa County Honor Jazz Bands
High School- Guest Director John Maltester
Middle School- Guest Director Dave Martell 

 $5 ticket

Thanks to our Supporters!
* Minuteman Press* Rotary of Lafayette * City of Lafayette * Julia Burke Foundation * 

 * Lafayette Community Foundation * Lafayette Partners in Education *  

Generations in Jazz presents:  11th Anniversary

Tickets   Available at the Lafayette Chamber  * (925) 284-7404 
 or www.lafayettechamber.org  
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Tom Scott
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Celebrating “One
Sunday”
By Rebecca Eckland

Sorting and organizing used baby clothes Photos Ohlen Alexander

Pastor of Mission John Weems is

greeted and congratulated after

morning services at Lafayette-Orinda

Presbyterian Church for the third an-

nual ONE Sunday event. The idea

came to him three years ago, he said,

“when [my son] was two, and I

thought it would be nice to create a

way for entire families to volunteer

together.”   

      

One room of the church is de-

voted to Creek Kids; an organization

started by three women who wanted

to put an end to homelessness, but

wanted their children to help in the ef-

fort.  The organization utilizes the tal-

ents of young and old: tables in the

room are filled with “painters.” Vol-

unteer Penny Baird explained the

process of Creek’s Kids: “We take

these paintings and other volunteers

cut them into perfect squares and then

they are mounted onto stationary.”

The cards are remarkable: colorful,

abstract, and lovely-- last year’s sales

also raised $1,000 which was used to

fund the Respite and Resource Cen-

ter, an entity that aids those without

homes. 

      

In another room, teams of fathers,

sons, mothers and daughters are as-

sembling carts for women who re-

ceive donated grocery items but have

children in tow. “These poor women

go to get their groceries,” Weems ex-

plains, “and they often have two chil-

dren. How can they hold their bags?

So we make these carts.” 

      

There’s an impressive team of

three: Beth and her two children,

Jimmy and Ellie. Jimmy and Ellie re-

trieve parts from a table and Beth,

who holds the nearly complete cart,

tells them where to put them. They

have participated every year since

One Sunday’s inception. Although

Jimmy enjoys building carts, he said

his favorite activity is to assemble the

hygiene and disaster kits given to

members of the community who have

no money for hygiene supplies or gro-

ceries. “It’s nice they have these dif-

ferent venues,” Beth said. “We did the

painting the last two years, and now

the kids are old enough to do this. Ac-

tually, my oldest-- who also volun-

teers each year-- wants to go off-site

next year to help other areas of the

community.”

      

Lisa Klein, Founder and Execu-

tive Director of “Loved Twice,” an or-

ganization that sorts and sends

recycled baby clothing to mothers in

need, occupies another room.

Founded in 2005, “Loved Twice” has

clothed 3,500 newborns with over

25,000 pounds of baby clothes. She

has already filled a wall with boxes

marked “boy” and “girl”-- each box

representing what is needed to clothe

an infant for a year. “The clothes go

to social services so they are given di-

rectly to those who really need them,”

said Klein. 

      

A woman approached Klein to

ask, “Is there a limit to what age of

clothing you accept?” The question

holds the spirit of One Sunday, of

every family and volunteer present:  is

there a limit to what I can give?

      

“No,” Klein replied; indeed, there

is no limit to what families in this

community can achieve.

Beth and Jimmy with their nearly
completed cart

Penny Baird with Creek Kids display

•
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Music lessons

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan    283-7601

Guitar Instruction in Orinda
Jazz Blues Rock Folk and Pop
styles taught by professional.
All ages and levels welcome.
Serving Lamorinda since 1980.
Call Jack Eskridge at 254-6317
Email eskridgejack@yahoo.com

Piano/guitar 
w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

%

<>

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Insurance

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great 
pricing and coverage for Biz 
Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto, 
Life.  (925) 247-4356  0E90108 

House cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Painting

T & T PAINTING CO
27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves
CA Lic # 616357 BONDED
Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

Construction

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION
Foundations, drainage, remodel 
small repairs. 35 yrs. Lamorinda

www.swartsco.com
Lic# 613717 INSURED BONDED

Free Estimates: 925.250.6610

SCALA CONSTRUCTION SINCE 1992
License # 642156 925-383-8046
Quality remodel, kitchen, bath
Additions, Decks, Skylights
Doors, Windows, Painting
scalaconstruction@comcast.net

Handyman

Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete &
more.  Inside & outside jobs. 
Professional and Reliable.  
Call Terry: 925-788-1663

Handyman - experienced in all
types of home repairs.
I am glad to discuss your repair or
project and provide the best
solution at a reasonable rate.
Please call me, Carson at (925)
708-7059. I show up. I clean up.

$3 per line in bold, 
$2 per regular line,
3 lines minimum  

(max 30 Characters per line)
Submit online:    

www.lamorindaweekly.com 

Services

GET ORGANIZED for 2011!!
Taxes, Closets, Garage!           
Call Shelly (925) 254-0329       

Vickers Rain Gutter (Ken)
Installation cleaning & repair.
Serving the Lamorinda area since 1980.
Senior discount and free estimates.
Lic. #677426 Ph. (925) 687-8831

Job offer

Journalists wanted.
Lamorinda Weekly is looking for
journalists to report on civic &
school news.  You will be paid
per article published. Email 
resume to 
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

Rentals

Residential Leasing and  

Property Management

Ed Basaldua (925) 899-9405

www.LamorindaRentals.com

Red Chopstick Opens

581 Moraga Road, Moraga

376-7839

Li Gao opened the Red Chopstick in Moraga on February 24,

across from the Rheem Shopping Center (in the spot that was

previously Mandarin Garden).  Not new to restaurant business,

Gao has run similar restaurants in Dublin and San Francisco.

While she was looking for a new place, she discovered Moraga

and became interested in the community.  The restaurant offers

an array of Szechwan dishes, with some classics such as sweet

and sour soup, Mongolian beef, and Kung Pao chicken; and

some unusual specialties such as a strawberry chicken, and

spicy eggplant with prawns and basil.  The restaurant also offers

half a dozen vegetable-based entrees. 

A Posh Ribbon-Cutting 

3416 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

962-9691

Posh Boutique is planning a festive ribbon-cutting party on

March 24 at 5:00 pm.  “We will have live music and refresh-

ment and I will show few of my sculptures on the patio in front

of the store,” says owner Roya Bayat, “we invite the community

to join us.”

Prudential CARES Volunteer Grants Award

999 Oak Hill Road, Lafayette  

283-7000

Len Cohn, Relocation Specialist with Prudential in

Lafayette, is the recipient of a Prudential CARES Volunteer

Grants Award.  Prudential supported Cohn’s hours of vol-

unteer service by granting $250 for B’nai B’rith Hillel

Foundation.  That foundation is the largest Jewish campus

organization in the world, it provides opportunities for Jew-

ish students at more than 500 colleges and universities to

explore and celebrate their Jewish identity.  

Absolute Center Fund Raising for Local Youth

3658 Mt Diablo Blvd., Lafayette 

299-9642

Every year Absolute Center, a Pilates, Yoga and Fitness Studio

in downtown Lafayette, celebrates its anniversary by giving

back to those in need. They call it Paying it Forward.  Last year

they held a successful Bone Marrow Drive for a young girl

named Charlotte, who has Aplastic Anemia. In previous years

the Absolute Center has supported Saint Jude’s and Breast Can-

cer Awareness, and had a very successful fundraiser for Louise

McMenamin, one of the co owners of the studio, who had a

bone marrow transplant in 2006.  “This year I wanted to pick

an organization that was located within the community we work

in,” said McMenamin, “Youth Homes is based in Lafayette and

the Food Bank is Contra Costa, the idea being we pay forward

directly to our community.”  All are invited to visit Absolute

Center from March 7th-11th to take part in their fitness festivi-

ties; there will be raffles to win free classes, demonstrations on

the latest Core Align equipment, discounts on their boutiques

items and special fitness packages; and donation to Youth

Homes and the Food Bank of Contra Costa will be encouraged. 

Tri-Chamber Meeting – Make Your Movie

Lafayette, Moraga, and Orinda will hold a Tri Chamber Mixer

at The New Rheem Theatre, 350 Park Ave, Moraga, on Tuesday,

April 26.  Since the meeting will be in a movie theater, the

Chambers are asking residents to shoot a video (three minutes

or less in length) or create a PowerPoint presentation or slide

show about how much they love their town/city.  “I thought, we

are in a theater and we are all proud of our city – and hey, let’s

have some fun,” said Lafayette Chamber Executive Director

Jay Lifson.  Winners from each community will be shown on

the big screen and win prizes. All submissions must be on a

DVD. Please contact the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce for

submission instructions, 284-7404.

News from the three Chambers of Commerce
Lafayette 

•    Shags invites you to a Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting at

Steven S. Shagrin Company, 1934 Contra Costa Blvd, Pleasant

Hill (in Pleasant Hill Plaza at Gregory Lane, 2nd Floor above

Diablo Trophy, Interior Suites) on Thursday, March 3, 5-7pm.

•    Shop Lafayette Meeting on Tuesday, March 8, 12:30pm in

the Lafayette Chamber Conference Room

•    Monthly Mixer on Wednesday, March 9, 5:30pm at Better

Homes & Gardens Mason McDuffie, 999 Oak Hill Road,

Lafayette

Moraga 

•    Chamber general meeting, Friday March 25, 7:30-9am.

Meeting at the Hacienda - 2100 Donald Drive.  Roos' muffins

and coffee will be served.  

Orinda

•    2nd Annual "Live at the Orinda" on Friday, March 11th at

the Orinda Theater, 2 Orinda Theater Square Orinda. 17 and

over. The evening will start at 7pm - open seating; show time

8pm.Tickets: Advance: $30 - $35 at the door.  Tickets available

on the Chamber’s web site at Orindachamber.org.  Last year's

event sold out. (See article page A7)

business briefs

If you have a business brief to share, please contact
Sophie Braccini at sophie@lamorindaweekly.com

or call the office 925-377-0977

The staff and trainers of Absolute Center get ready for the 
fund raiser. Photo provided

Bonfire Pizzeria Heats Ups Orinda
By Rosylyn Aragones Stenzel

Heating up the restaurant scene in

Orinda, Bonfire Pizzeria is

open for business.  Located at Theatre

Square, Bonfire Pizzeria takes a dif-

ferent approach to pizza; using only

fresh, local, and organic ingredients.

      

Started by three friends who have

a passion for food and a love for

pizza, Lafayette residents Adam Sall,

Ryan Mason and Justin Bain, are en-

thusiastic about offering good, simple

food to the Lamorinda community in

a family-friendly atmosphere.  

      

Everything at Bonfire Pizzeria

has been carefully thought out and re-

searched; from the open, inviting

space (designed with Don Mackinnon

of Bridge City Builders) to every de-

tail on the menu including the special

pizza dough which took Mason six

months to perfect.

      

Their pizza is the Neapolitan style

in which the dough is made with dou-

ble zero flour (high protein flour) and

takes two days to rise.  As Mason ex-

plains, this is a method that is rarely

used in pizza restaurants in this coun-

try.  They use a cold fermentation

method in which the yeast has time to

create more flavor and yield amore

flavorful dough.  This results in a

crispy and chewy crust.  The sauce is

made from San Marzano tomatoes,

and the cheese is from local cream-

eries such as Bellwether Farms,

Belfiore and Redwood Hill Farms.

They offer five different specialty piz-

zas, and the option to build your own.

The goal was to take the basics of the

traditional, Neapolitan style and

bridge it with the American palate.

      

The owners say Bonfire Pizzeria

uses local, organic ingredients be-

cause that’s how they feed their fam-

ilies at home.  The salads and all the

produce are grown without pesticides,

and the salad dressings, such as

Ranch and Bleu Cheese, are made

from scratch daily.  Additionally, the

meat is hormone and nitrate free, and

the beef is grass fed.  

      

There is no high fructose corn

syrup to be found in this restaurant.

All the sodas are made from natural

ingredients, including a cola with no

caffeine and great for the kids to try.

Speaking of the kids, there are no

linens on the tables for little hands to

pull off, the floor is concrete for easy

clean up, Etch A Sketches are on hand

to keep them entertained, and one of

the three TVs always has a children’s

channel on.  

      

And for the adults, the wine and

beer list does not list the usual offer-

ings.  The owners, who are also wine

enthusiasts, put a great deal of thought

into it; with choices, says Mason,

“That are affordable, approachable,

and unique.”  “Plus it’s got to taste

phenomenal,” adds Sall.

      

They chose the name Bonfire be-

cause they loved the idea of getting

family and friends together, sitting

around the bonfire, roasting marsh-

mallows and sharing stories.   “Any-

one who leaves Bonfire Pizzeria,

leaves with a smile on their face.  As

cheesy or cliche as that may be, the

world is tough.  It’s hard out there.

We want you to be able to leave the

baggage at the door, come in and get

taken care of with people smiling,

happy, and having fun,” says Mason.

      

That said, being the foodies that

they are, the owners can’t stand the

thought of anyone eating bad pizza.  So

they came up with the Bonfire Lamor-

inda Pizza Guarantee, says Sall and

Mason, “If you eat another pizza any-

where in Lamorinda, and you’re un-

happy with it, bring the uneaten portion

of it to Bonfire, and we’ll exchange the

uneaten portion, same size, on us.”

Bonfire Pizzeria Owners, Justin Bain, Ryan Mason and Adam Sall along with head chef Robert Huitt offer 
Neapolitan style pizza with a California twist. Photo Rosylyn Aragones Stenzel

Bonfire Pizzeria is located at 2
Orinda Theatre Square, Suite 144
in Orinda.  For more information,
call 925-253-1225 or online at
www.bonfirepizzeria.com.

Lamorinda Weekly business articles are
intended to inform the community about
local business activities, not to endorse a
particular company, product or service.

Garage sale

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE!
3/5 9-3 at 1332 Reliez Valley Rd
Like new beds, chairs, TVs,
office & kitchen items

Classes offered

Chinese Lessons in Moraga with
Leah Li have 10 years experience
$40 per hour. 4154887422 or
leah662@hotmail.com
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Keith Kat zman
Moraga Resident since 1966.

Successfully selling real estate for over 25 years.
Call Keith for your real estate needs!

A Member Of Real Living

LYNN’S TOP FIVE
New Estate Tax Laws:  
What You Need to Know NOW!
By Lynn Ballou, Certified Financial Planner ™

Irecently had breakfast with

good friends and colleagues

Paula Leibovitz Goodwin and

Annette Knox, both certified spe-

cialist in estate planning, with

practices in Orinda and Walnut

Creek respectively, as we were

preparing for an upcoming estate

tax law planning webinar.  After

a long discussion about all the es-

tate tax planning related issues to

consider in the 2010 Tax Relief

Act, we realized that for most tax-

payers, deciding what to do boils

down to paying attention to a few

top issues.  So, although there’s

been a lot of press about the last

minute sweeping changes Con-

gress put in place, let’s focus here

on five that truly deserve your at-

tention and consideration.  

     

First you have to know this:

at this time the new laws are in ef-

fect only for two years.  As you

think about these top issues, work

with your advisors to craft a plan

that can move on a dime if the

laws aren’t extended or are re-

vised yet again.  Without further

extensions, most of what was due

to pop into place this year will be

back in 2013.  I’ll point these out

as we go through the list.

     1)  The estate tax exemption for

2011 – 2012 is $5 million per per-

son.    The exemption was due to

be reduced to only $1 million dol-

lars per person this year, so what

a great benefit!  At this point, it

pops back to this number in 2013

if these new laws aren’t extended.

2)  The estate tax exemption and

the gift tax exemption are re-

united.  Wow – that’s maybe the

best benefit of all.   For the next

two years, no longer are you lim-

ited to lifetime gifts of $1 million

passing estate and gift tax free ---

you can now increase that to $5

million that can pass during life

or at death estate and gift tax free.

And that is on top of the annual

exclusion gifts of $13,000 per

person and the all important ben-

efit of being able to pay for edu-

cation and medical expenses for

others outside the gifting limita-

tions.

3)  The estate tax rate has

dropped to 35%.   If Congress

does nothing, this rate rises to

55% in 2013 for estates over $1

million.  Ouch.

4)  Portability.  There is now

“portability” of the unused ex-

emption between spouses.  This

means that a husband and wife to-

gether essentially have a $10 mil-

lion dollar exemption from gift

and estate tax.  The unused por-

tion of the exemption at the death

of the first spouse can now pass

to the surviving spouse without

any special estate planning being

required.  Cautionary tale: There

still are several excellent reasons

for continuing to use bypass trusts

at the first spouse’s death.  Most

of us leave our share of assets in

trust for our spouse to use during

their lifetime, providing that at

the death of our spouse any resid-

ual will go to the beneficiaries we

name (eg, children) and not to the

beneficiaries our surviving

spouse might name (eg, new

spouse).  This is a complex but

extremely important issue to dis-

cuss with your spouse and advi-

sors before rushing to undo

existing bypass trust language or

deciding not to have on in the first

place because you believe porta-

bility takes care of all the issues.

There are a lot of other provisions

and planning issues, such as asset

protection, within the realm of

this topic that are too complex to

go into here.  Bottom line:  Pro-

ceed with care!

5)  Step up in basis on most as-

sets outside of retirement plans at

death.   Here’s what you need to

know:  most of the assets that we

leave outside retirement plans to

our heirs when we die receive a

step up in basis to their value at

our date of death.   This provision

in our tax code gives tremendous

relief to heirs from potential dou-

ble taxation and can play a key

role in your estate planning.

     As a reminder, this column is

not intended as legal advice.  To

say that this column oversimpli-

fies the estate tax portion of the

new tax law would definitely be

an understatement.  Now more

than ever it’s critical that you con-

sult and collaborate with your

team of advisors, including your

accountant and attorney, as you

work your way through the pro-

visions and their meaning to your

own unique situation.  I hope this

column will at least help you get

the conversation started!

Lynn Ballou is a Certified Financial Plan-
ner (CFP®) and co-owner of Ballou Plum
Wealth Advisors, LLC, and a Registered In-
vestment Advisory (RIA) firm in Lafayette.
Lynn is also a Registered Principal and
Branch Manager with LPL Financial (LPL).
As such, she is required by securities reg-
ulations to add the following information
to this column:  The opinions voiced in this
material are for general information only
and not intended to provide specific ad-
vice or recommendation for any individ-
ual.  Securities offered through LPL
Financial, member FINRA/SIPC.

The Career Wisdom Institute presents

The Secrets of Career Success
One day that will transform your Life and Work

Here’s just a part of what you’ll learn:
• New strategies for a lifetime of career happiness and satisfaction.
• Techniques for removing stress from your job and your life.
• Career planning that will keep you resilient and employable in

any economy.
• Uncovering of the work you were designed for in this lifetime.
Make An Investment In Your Future
GET YOUR CAREER WISDOM
Workshop Details:
Cost: $175 per person
Date: March 12th, 10am – 4pm
Place: The Career Wisdom Institute

1036 Country Club Drive Ste100, Moraga
Pre-registration is necessary.   To Register Contact:

Sherry Platt Berman, MA
Career Designer
Sherry@Switch-Careers.com
925 212-7805

                               m InstituteodsWir eeCar  m Institute   

Julie Gleeson
Career Designer
GleesonJ@aol.com
925 408-8422

www.lamorindaweekly.com
We recently updated our web site to improve access to our
archives. All of the stories we've ever published are now available
by category (eg. Sports, Schools, etc.) as well as by issue date. Find stories

by category

Web ads available. 
Call for details 925-377-0977



ART

150 Years after the Civil War an NEH-

sponsored exhibition, Lee and Grant, will

be on view from through Sunday, Mar. 20

at the Hearst Art Gallery at Saint Mary’s

College in Moraga. The museum is open

to the public Wednesdays through Sun-

days, 11am- 4:30pm. Adult admission is

$4; admission is free for K-12th grade stu-

dents and Hearst members. A battlefield re-

enactment, featuring nearly one hundred

NCWA volunteers, is planned for Saturday,

March 19, on the Saint Mary’s College

campus. Information: (925) 631-4379.

Art show featuring the photography of

Warren Emmett Rice at Town Hall The-

ater through March 25. Rice's photography

includes landscapes of rural Contra Costa

County, Hawaii and New Mexico as well

as micro photographic images from nature.

Visitors are welcome to view Rice's pho-

tography before Town Hall performances

or most afternoons after 3pm. Admission

is free. Town Hall is located at 3535 School

St. Lafayette; (925) 283-1557.

MUSIC

Winter Concert Campolindo Concert

Band and Symphonic Band on Thursday,

March 3rd at 7:30pm in the CPAC at 300

Moraga Rd in Moraga. Feraturing Guest

Artist: Jon Brummel, Trombone, perform-

ing Arthur Pryor’s The Patriot. Admission is

complimentary with a reception following

the concert. Please join us for an enjoyable

evening of great music! Visit www.campo-

music.org for more information.

An Irish Cutural Night featuring a

Silent Auction, Bagpiper, Sheila Moore

school of Irish Step Dancing, and Music

by Kevin Roache, will take place on Fri-

day, March 4th at St. Mary's Soda Center

from 6-10pm. Spnsored by Saint Mary's

College Guild. Contact Jeanie Beatson, 9

Teodora Ct., Moraga, Ca. 94556, (925)

376-3201. The monies raised go for schol-

arships for Financial Aid.

St. Mary's NightinGaels perform on

March 16 and 17. Under the direction of

Dr. Julie Ford, this mixed chorus sings a

cappella and accompanied repertoire from

a wide variety of styles (classical, folk, pop,

jazz) and is comprised of music majors and

non-music majors alike. Join us in a casual

campus setting as the College's chorus sings

jazz and cabaret music. Gershwin and

Ellington are among the composers featured

in recent programs. Wed., March 16 at 1pm

and Thurs., March 17 at 8pm, Saint Mary's

College, Hagerty Lounge. Cost: Free.

THEATER

Town Hall Theatre presents The Glass

Menagerie, by Tennessee Williams,

through March 19. For exact dates and show

times, contact Town Hall Theatre Box Of-

fice at (925) 283-1557, or go to www.Town-

HallTheatre.com. Town Hall Theatre is

located at 3535 School St. in Lafayette.

Sleepy Hollow's Aladdin Jr. - Fri. March

4 at 7pm and Sat. March 5 at 4 pm. Join

Sleepy Hollow's 4th and 5th graders go on

a magical and musical tour of Agrabah,

City of Enchantment. All of your favorite

characters are here in this stage adaptation

of the Disney hit, including Aladdin, Jas-

mine, and of course, the Genie. Filled with

magic, mayhem, and flying carpet rides,

audiences' spirits will soar with excitement.

Tickets may be purchased in advance

www.orindaschools.org/sleepyhollow or at

the door based on availability. 

“Live at the Orinda" a champagne-

splashed evening of live professional

comedy on Friday, March 11th, Orinda

Theatre, Theatre Square, Orinda. The

whole community is invited to fill the 750

seat Orinda Theatre to laugh until your

sides hurt. Doors open at 7pm, 17 and over

only. Advance tickets: $30 ($35 at the

door). For more information and tickets

visit www.orindachamber.org.

The Campolindo High School Choral

Music Department proudly presents the

musical, "Fiddler on the Roof," about a

poor dairyman, Tevye, and his five daugh-

ters in a small Jewish community as they

try to address tradition, changing social

mores, and growing anti-Semitism in

Czarist Russia. Performances: Thursday,

March 17 at 7:30 pm, Friday, March 18 at

7:30pm., Sat., March 19 at 2 pm and 7:30

pm, Thursday, March 24 at 7:30 pm, Fri-

day, March 25 at 7:30 pm, and Sat., March

26 at 2 and 7:30pm. For ticket information

go to www.campochoir.com.

Special events at the New Rheem The-

atre in Moraga: Mar 19th at 5pm, a Spe-

cial Screening of 1982 Classic Film,

"E.T.", April 8th at 7pm, Jazz Band Con-

cert and Dance with The Big Band of Ros-

moor. April 9th at 7pm, Macbeth with

Special Guest Jonathan Moscone, Cal

Shakes' Artistic Director. For info e-mail

info@thenewrheemtheatre.com or call

(925) 388-0752. 

LECTURE & LITERATURE

First Friday Forum will present Profes-

sor Charles Faulhaber, Director of the

Bancroft Library at UC Berkeley speaking

on The Bancroft Library at 150; The Past,

The Present and the Future, March 4 at

1:30 p.m., in the sanctuary of the Lafayette

Orinda Presbyterian Church (LOPC), 49

Knox Drive, Lafayette. Refreshments will

be served at 1pm in Fellowship Hall. This

event is free and open to the public. For

further information call (925) 283-8722 or

log on to lopc.org-activities. 

Come join the Orinda Library, 24

Orinda Way, for a book sale Saturday

March 5, from 10am-1pm. This monthly

sale offers quality books for all interests

and all ages. 

Think Globally: Eradicating Poverty

Around the World: On Monday, March

14 at 7pm, St. Mary's College will host a

speaker panel featuring representatives

from three international non-profits that

address issues of poverty around the globe:

Kiva, an organization that arranges micro-

finance loans; Beads for Life, that sells

jewelry and other products created by

Ugandan women; and Just Hearts, a non-

profit fair trade organization developed by

two Saint Mary's alum. Claeys Lounge,

Soda Activity Center, Saint Mary's College

of California, 1928 St. Mary's Rd., Mor-

aga. All are welcome.

The Orinda Library presents Jurek

Mazur from the Academia de Tango Ar-

gentino in a lecture and dance demonstra-

tion of Argentine tango on Tuesday, March

16 at 6:30 pm in the Garden Room at the

Orinda Library located at 26 Orinda Way.

It is free to all. 

KIDS, PARENTS & TEENS

AAUW-OML continues its sisterhood

project with the 12th Annual Sister-to-

Sister Summit; a dynamic day for all Mid-

dle School girls, planned and facilitated

by specially trained high school Big Sis-

ter mentors.  New people, fun activities,

interesting presentations, group discus-

sions, great food and gifts and a Respect

Rally with author Courtney Macavinta

founder of Respect Rx. Deadline to Reg-

ister: March 12, Fee: $30. Optional Par-

ent Ed. discussion:  9 – 10am. For more

information and to register go to

www.Sister2Sister.info.

Epilepsy & Your Child: What Every

Parent Needs to Know. Saturday, March

19, 9:30am - 12noon. Join the experts

from the Pediatric Epilepsy Program at

Children’s Hospital & Research Center

Oakland in a discussion about the latest in

epilepsy care, including advancements in

medications, surgery, research, dietary

treatment, and support options. Children’s

Hospital Outpatient Center Auditorium,

744 52nd St., Oakland. Cost: Free. RSVP

requested by March 16 to: mstill-

wagon@mail.cho.org. For more info:

www.childrenshospitaloakland.org.

Need Money for College? Contra Costa

Association of Realtors Scholarship Foun-

dation is offering scholarships to residents of

Central Contra Costa County that have com-

pleted one year of full-time college, com-

pleted courses with emphasis on real estate,

finance and/or business and have a GPA of

3.0 or higher. If you qualify, scholarship

awards can range from $1,500 to $2,500.

Further information and applications may be

found on line at www.ccarscholarship.com.

Deadline is April 15th.

2011 Poul Anderson Writing Contest is

open to all students who reside and/or at-

tend high school in Orinda. Entry cate-

gories are Science Fiction, Essay/Memoir,

Poetry and Short Story. Submission dead-

line is Friday, April 22nd at noon.

Entries are judged by a panel of Orinda

writers and residents. Up to four winners

will each be awarded $250 prizes at the

close of this school year, underwritten by

the Friends of the Orinda Library. For de-

tails visit: www.friendsoftheorindali-

brary.org or email Susie Epstein, at

suzepstein@aol.com. 

OTHER

Brasarte presents A Brazilian Family

Carnaval Ball on Saturday, Mar 5, from 5

-10pm, at Casa de Cultura, 1901 San Pablo

Ave, Berkeley. Celebrate life at a Brazilian

Family Carnaval Ball. Live music and

dance,kids performance, Brazilian food

and drinks, costume contest. Cost:

$10adults $5 kids under 12. For more info

see www.Brasarte.com or call (510) 528-

1958 or email damasceno@Brasarte.com.

The Ninth Annual “A Nite at the Races”

will be staged by Rotary Club of Moraga

on Saturday, March 12, at the Holy Trinity

Cultural Center on School Street in Mor-

aga. The cost is $45 per person. The pro-

ceeds from this event will help Moraga

Rotary fund its local and international

youth, educational, and humanitarian

causes. For information or reservations,

please contact Rotarian Frank May at (925)

376-8195 or at mayfrl@comcast.net.

Friday March 18 join us in celebrating

the coming spring equinox with a walk

on the labyrinth in the early evening hour.

Guides for walking the labyrinth will be

available if desired. Join us for a quiet

evening walk in preparation of spring.

Walk in gratitude, reflection or prayer.

Come anytime between 7-8pm. Located at

the Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church,

49 Knox Drive, Lafayette. All are wel-

come. For more information please call

283-8722. 

The Moraga TreeLine Triathlon will

take place on Saturday,April 30, 7:30 am

at the Soda Aquatic Center, Campolindo

Please submit:
Events:
calendar@lamorindaweekly.com
Stories:     
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com
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Not to be missed Not to be missed Not t

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church
A Loving Community

Sunday Services: 8 and 10 AM
Active Youth Program, Sunday School, Nursery Childcare, 10 AM
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, 284-7420,    www.stanselms.ws

To A NEW, non-denominational Christian church  

in Lafayette - Sundays at 10:30 am   

www.refugecommunity.org  

To A NEW, non-denominational Christian church  

in Lafayette - Sundays at 10:30 am  
 

 

925-942-1000 

A NEW, non-denominational Christian church
Veterans Memorial Building 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

Sundays at
10:30 am

The Orinda 

Community Church

10 Irwin Way, Orinda  |  925.254.4906 | www.orindachurch.org
“No matter who you are, wherever you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here!” 

Join us Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

433 Moraga Way Orinda

Regular Worship Schedule
8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service
9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:40 a.m. Education for all ages
10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship Service
Childcare available for ages 5 and younger925-254-3422

Lamorinda’s
Religious Services

66 St. Stephen’s Drive, Orinda
254-3770.  www.ststephensorinda.org

Sunday 8am & 10am.
Music at both services. Choir at 10am.

Sunday School & childcare at 10am.

St. Stephen’s Preschool 
254-3770 x19

ORINDA CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CENTER 
24 Orinda Way (next to the Library) - 254-4212

Sunday Service and Sunday School 10 - 11 am 
Informal Wednesday Meeting 7:30 - 8:30 pm 
Reading Room/Bookstore             M - F  11 - 4; Sat 10 - 1

www.christianscienceorinda.org

49 Knox Drive l Lafayette l www.LOPC.org l 925-283-8722

Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church

Get connected.
Grow in your faith.

Serve others.

Sunday Worship 9 & 11:00 a.m.

Programs for children & youth

Concert:
FAMOUS 

LAST WORDS
Incl  Mozart’s

REQUIEM
Sunday,

March 20, 7 pm

Our Savior’s Lutheran (ELCA)
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette
283-3722                                 www.oslc.net 
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
8:30  Classic    10:45 Contemporary
PROGRESSIVE.  PROACTIVE.
PRESENT. We welcome you.

The National Civil War Association and
the California Historical Artillery Society

* Cannon Firing, Skirmishes, Fife and Drum Corps
* Federal, Confederate and Civilian Encampments

Lee & Grant exhibit on view to March 20
Wed - Sun, 11 am - 4:30 pm  |  Exhibition Free for 

K-12 graders; adults $4  |  www.hearstartgallery.org
(925) 631-4069 or 4379



High School, 300 Moraga Road. The event

is ideal for the beginning triathlete as well

as the more advanced competitor. The

swim is a challenging 400 meter sprint, fol-

lowed by a 22 K bike ride out to Canyon,

and culminating with a 5 K run. New youth

divisions have been added this year. For

more information and route details go to

www.moragatri.com, or call (925) 888-

7035. Registration is open. 

Free Monthly E-Waste Recycling by

Neighborhood Computers and 5A Rent

A Space Every 1st Saturday of the

month. Next Date: March 5th. Location:

5A Rent A Space plaza in Moraga.

Time: 10am - 2pm. 

Fulbright Hosts Needed. A special group

of 40 Fulbright women from the countries

of Thailand, Burma, Laos, Cambodia, In-

donesia, Singapore, the Philippines, and

Malaysia and will be on the campus of

Saint Mary's College from March 30 -

April 2. Although the scholars have been

studying at U.S. universities for the past 2

- 6 years, many of them have never stayed

in an American home. Please consider

sharing your home with 1 or 2 of the Ful-

bright students for 3 nights. For those of

you interested in learning more about the

great intercultural sharing opportunity,

please contact Susan Miller Reid, Director,

Center for International Programs at Saint

Mary's, at (925) 631-4316 or by email:

smiller@stmarys-ca.edu. 

The 3rd annual Moraga Classic Car

Show sponsored by the Moraga Cham-

ber of Commerce and 5A Rent A Space

will be held Saturday May 14 from 11am-

4pm in the Rheem Center. Please register

your classic car by visiting moragacham-

ber.org or visit 5A Rent A Space at 455

Moraga Rd. Suite F. For more information

please call (925) 247-4629.

Help for GERD-Is it Only Heartburn?

A FREE health program. Dr. Saeed Za-

mani, Gastroenterologist and John Muir

Medical providers will hold a panel discuss

regarding the causes of GERD, symptoms

to watch for, and treatment options includ-

ing lifestyle changes and surgery. March 5,

8-11:30am, St. John Vianney Church,

Mullen Commons Vista Room, 1650

Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek. In-

formation: (925) 947-4447.

CLUBS

The general meeting of the OML

branch of AAUW will meet at 9:30am on

March 15 at the Serbian Cultural Center,

l700 School St. Moraga. This meeting will

be unique because we will have a panel

representing women born in Africa who

currently live in the US, or who were born

in this country and have traveled or worked

extensively in the huge and diverse African

continent, who will discuss all of its chal-

lenges in this 21st century.

Sons in Retirement Lamorinda Branch

171 meets the first Wednesday monthly at

Holy Trinity Culture Center 1700 School

St. Moraga. Social hour 11am, lunch

12pm. The after lunch speaker will be

Scott B Denison who has been the General

Manager for the Lesher Center for the last

20 years. He is also the Managing Director

of the Center Repertory Company and over

the years has directed numerous produc-

tions. He will speak on Creating an Art

Center. For membership information, call

Larry at (925)631-9528.

Montelindo Club general meeting on

Friday, March 18 will feature K. Ruby

Blume, founder of The Institute of Urban

Homesteading in Oakland, presenting "Put

a Bee in Your Bonnet- an Introduction to

Backyard Beekeeping.” Orinda Commu-

nity Church, 10 Irwin Way, Orinda. Re-

freshments at 9am., meeting at 9:30,and

speaker at 10:30. The meeting is free and

welcomes guests and new members. web-

site: www.montelindogarden.com, email

contact: montelindogarden@aol.com.

Moraga Garden Club will meet Thurs-

day, March 17 at 9:30am. Join us for a

special presentation by Shelagh Fritz, on

the historical gardens of Alcatraz. As proj-

ect director of the Garden Conservancy,

Fritz has returned “the Rock” to its federal

penitentiary period when the staff and pris-

oners actively gardened and it was abloom

with lovely flowers. The club meets at

Holy Trinity Cultural Center, 1700 School

St., Moraga. Membership: Linda (925)

376-2809.

Lafayette Garden Club meets 9:30am,

second Thursdays monthly at Our Sav-

ior’s Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane,

Lafayette. Program for March 10: Gary

Bogue, “Gardening with Wildlife, Garden

Friends and Not-Friends”. Contact: peter-

sonb4@aol.com.
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to be missed

LAMORINDA’s Restaurants
download our Restaurant Guide 

from our web site at 
www.lamorindaweekly.com

Japanese Restaurant

356 Park Street, Moraga 
(next to Rheem Theatre)

376-2872
Tuesday-Sunday Lunch & Dinner

www.kirinsushi.us

•  Dining  •  Dining  •  Dining  •  Dining  •

Avocado Risotto? Seriously!
By Susie Iventosch

Traveling is really a fun hobby for a lot

of reasons. You get to see new faces

and places, learn about different cultures,

and try all sorts of exciting new foods!

Even travel within the United States offers

so many new experiences.  Two weeks ago,

I was visiting San Antonio, Texas for the

very first time, and I discovered that it is a

foodie mecca! Right along the river walk,

there must be a thousand different restau-

rants, bars, ice cream shops, and every kind

of margarita imaginable. 

One of the local traditions is table-

side guacamole, where the waiter makes it

on a side cart right at the table, using fresh

squeezed oranges and lemons as key ingre-

dients along with avocado, garlic, sea salt,

cilantro and tomatoes.  All of these things

were fun and delicious, but the most inter-

esting dish I tried was a grilled chicken

breast served over a bed of avocado risotto,

topped with rosemary-thyme-balsamic re-

duction sauce.  I had never before heard of

using avocadoes in risotto, and it was fab-

ulous.

When I set about making my own

version, I decided to give it a distinctly

south-of-the-border flair, and included

*roasted jalapenos, cilantro and a blue goat

cheese.  This was wonderful served with

grilled salmon, but chicken would be great

too! If you don’t like blue goat cheese, then

use regular blue cheese, or **Cotija cheese.

Avocado Risotto with Grilled Salmon and Roasted Jalapeno Peppers
(Serves 4-6)

*To roast jalapeno, trim off stem, seed and cut into quarters. Brush with olive oil and season with sea
salt. Roast at 400° for about 10, or until starting to brown. This process takes much of the heat out of
the pepper, and leaves just the good flavor with a little kick!
**Cotija [Ko-tee-hah], dry grating cheese similar to Parmesan. The aged version is referred to as
"anejo." Both are used crumbled or grated.  Source:
http://www.gourmetsleuth.com/Dictionary/C/Cotija-cheese-5788.aspx.

DIRECTIONS
Using two pots, heat chicken broth in one
and in the other heat oil over medium heat
and add garlic, shallots and green onions.
Cook until onions are translucent and then
add the Arborio rice and cook until just
shiny and slightly browned, stirring all the
while.  
Stir in the white wine and cook over
medium heat until the wine is absorbed.
Then add one cup of broth and cook until
broth is absorbed, stirring often.   Repeat
adding a second cup of broth. When this
cup is absorbed, add diced tomatoes and
diced avocadoes and stir into risotto,
before adding final cup of broth.  Stir until
all broth is absorbed and then stir in the
cheese. 
Serve with a grilled salmon filet or chicken
breast, and garnish with roasted jalapeno
strips, slices of avocado and a sprinkling of
crumbled blue goat cheese or Cotija
cheese and a cilantro sprig.

INGREDIENTS
Salmon
4-6 salmon filets, seasoned and grilled to desired doneness
Risotto
2-3 tablespoons canola or olive oil
3 green onions, finely chopped
2 shallots, finely chopped
1-2 cloves garlic, minced
1½ cups Arborio rice
2 medium tomatoes, coarsely chopped
1 avocado, pitted and coarsely chopped
1/3 cup minced fresh cilantro
½ cup white wine
3 cups chicken broth
¼ cup blue goat cheese or Cotija cheese
½ teaspoon sea salt
½ teaspoon black pepper 
½ teaspoon white pepper
Garnish
1-2 large jalapenos, seeded, and *roasted and sliced into long strips 

(can also chop roasted jalapeno and add right into risotto)
1 avocado, thinly sliced
Fresh cilantro sprigs
¼ cup blue goat cheese or Cotija cheese

•  •  •  •      w w w. l a m o r i n d a we e k l y. c o m      •  •  •  •

•  •  •  •      w w w. l a m o r i n d a we e k l y. c o m      •  •  •  •
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For your convenience:

You can find most of the recipes published in the Lamorinda Weekly on our website

Susie Iventosch is the author of Tax Bites and Tasty Morsels, which can be found at Across the Way in Moraga, 

www.amazon.com, and www.taxbites.net.    Susie can be reached at suziven@gmail.com.
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Business Service 
Directory   

Pet sitting

Taxes

Gardening Underpinning Construction

House Cleaning Handyman Fencing Tutoring

LOVABLE PET-SITTING
oneFREEvisit *

Play-Time - Walks - 
Feeding - Tender-Care - 

House-Sitting - References
15 Years Experience

Lamorinda

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish

Linda Kucma (925) 746-4649

*restrictions apply

J. Limon Gardening
Maintenance/Clean­up
Monthly Service
Sprinkler 
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787­5743
License #: 018287

25 yrs. experience 
in Lamorinda

Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Renovation  •  Remodeling
Home Repair

Big & Small Jobs
Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201

LETTY'S 
HOUSECLEANING
Best references in town!!

20 Years experience
cleaning & catering 

in Lamorinda
Fair rates!!

Call  LETTY  MONTANO
925-408-4837

Handy-Hatley 42 Yrs Exp.

Senior Citizen &

Active Military 

Discounts

Insured, all work guaranteed Lic. # 573170

No job to small or too big, from complete
remodels to electrical, plumbing, sheetrock
repairs, crown molding, all interior trim,
tile, floor coverings, painting and more!

References!
(925) 360-2655

Please ask 
for Bill.

AFFORDABLE QUALITY 
FENCING & FENCE REPAIR

STEVE’S SERVICES
925-284-5049

We Also Do
Decks, 

Arbore &
More!

FREE Estimates
LIC: #710769

MAUREEN GREEN 
JD;  Certified Member 
Nat'l Tutoring Association 
925-299-8735 
myprepturor@live.com 
www.mypreptutor.com 

MY PREP TUTOR

RAISE YOUR SCORE WITH A UNIQUE 
AND PROVEN PROGRAM.  FLEXIBLE

HOURS TO FIT YOUR BUSY SCHEDULE.
INDIVIDUAL OR PAIRED TUTORING 

AND FUN WORKSHOPS. 

Tax CPR--Consultation, 
Preparation, Representation

www.HallofTaxes.com
26 years experience

Hall of
Taxes
Peggy Hall

Moraga 
(925) 388-1040

Tired of Fighting the Crowds?

1460 Moraga Road Suite F, Moraga, 
Moraga Shopping Center, behind McCaulous

www.starpilates.com 925-375-7500

Try Star Pilates in Moraga:   20 days for $20
Quiet studio. Private or group classes. Everything you need to

workout, including the best Cardio Equipment, Spin, Pi-
lates, Zumba, Ballet and Weight Classes.

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

SPRING SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

When Joe Martello formed the

Moraga Bulls, he probably

didn’t realize the depths of fellowship

that would result.  The Moraga Bulls

are a group of Moraga Country Club

members who work hard all week

then get together to golf every Friday

afternoon. 

      

“Most of these guys come here to

blow off the pressure of the work

week and have a good time while

playing a round of golf,” says Dan

Sanguinetti, owner of PC Profes-

sional, an Oakland-based technology

company.  “Joe did a great thing when

he formalized this loosely knit group

of golfers into what is now known at

The Moraga Bulls” adds Paul Crinks,

the reigning Bulls Champion.   

      

In the past, the Bulls have rallied

around some very local causes, in-

cluding supporting a couple of prom-

ising local golfers.  Recently, the Bulls

raised money to help pay for the col-

lege educations of the children of

Cary Chiappone, who passed away

last October –  “That was a heart-

breaker and affected us all very

deeply” said Tom Tyson on the loss

of Chiappone, a fellow Bull.

      

When the Bulls’ Bernie Smit got

word that his lifelong best friend,

Army Reservist Sergeant Russell

Hiller, a 48-year-old father of young

twins, was being called to duty in

Afghanistan he knew that he could

count on the Bulls to step up to the

plate again.  “The last time I visited

with Sergeant Hiller, we played golf.

So I decided to send his unit an entire

pallet of golf equipment.  I figured

they could use the equipment to hit

balls during their downtime.”  

      

Smit was not surprised when the

Bulls rose to the occasion. “The guys

made this really easy.  Everyone

wanted to help.”  In all, Smit collected

several thousand golf balls, over 20

sets of clubs, 10,000 tees, hitting

mats, putting greens, golf bags, and

other golf related items. 

      

“The Bulls were very generous.

Every one of them, to a man, said

how much they appreciate the sacri-

fice of the 742nd SMC, Sergeant

Hiller’s unit.  We take our freedom so

much for granted.  Then we see a unit

of soldiers deploy, soldiers with sim-

ilar demographics to ours, and it re-

ally hits home as to how much they

are sacrificing for all of us…..we just

had to say thank you.”

Community Service We are pleased to make space available whenever possible for some of Lamorinda’s dedicated community
service organizations to submit news and information about their activities.   Submissions can be sent to

storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com with the subject header In Service to the Community.

Moraga Bulls Support Our Troops
Submitted by Bernie Smit

From left, back row:  Thomas Morris, Paul Coupin, Rick Nedell, Terry Caughell, Chris Hoff, Ig Vega, Tap Sittiseri, Ron
Centerwall, Frank Angelo, Dan Sanguinetti, Eric Baymiller, Whit Porter, Ken Laversin, Larry Koch, Joe Martello,
Randy Colombo, Raj Verma, Rich Jones, Jim Manzi; front row:  Bernie Smit, Jason Woodworth (MCC Head Pro), Sal
Torres, Willie Osterman. Bulls’ donors not pictured:  Sal Vacarro, Eric Karver, Tim Alford, Sean Absher, Matt Rei, Mark
Knox, Tom Tyson, Pete Heckler, Mike Holbrook, Bret Brodowy, Bob Latham and Mark Solomon. Photo provided

What do Early Intervention and an Elephant have in Common?
Submitted by Merilee McCormick

Girl Scout troop 32149,

fourth graders from Burton

Valley Elementary School in

Lafayette, teamed up with Early

Intervention students ages 3-5 for

a bake sale fundraiser on Febru-

ary 17. The bake sale included

gluten and dairy free treats for

kids with special diets and aller-

gies. The girl scouts baked the

day before with the kids from

Early Intervention and adopted an

elephant from the Oakland Zoo.

The bake sale raised $192; $40

will go to the adopted elephant

contributing to food, care, and ed-

ucational programs. The remain-

ing $152 will be used for support

materials for Lafayette Early In-

tervention. The girl scouts will

shop from a wish list provided by

the Early Intervention teachers.

Thank you to everyone that par-

ticipated in the success of the

bake sale, supporting two impor-

tant causes.

From left,  back row: Michelle Davis, Sophia Urick, Claire McNally, Ava
Mackay, Colette Cornish, Madeleine Singh; front row: Juliette Benazra,
Maddy McCormick, Nicole Edwards.  Photo provided



The first blush of spring sur-

prised me with the warm sunny

days in the first two weeks of Febru-

ary. I hadn’t even completed the final

dormant spray of horticultural oil to

kill the overwintering insects on my

fruit trees when the branches burst

into bud, followed by bountiful

blooms. Every St. Patrick’s Day, I

count on the magnificent magenta

blossoms of the white Italian peach

tree outside my dining room window

to set the stage for the March 17 cel-

ebration. Not this year. The tree cli-

maxed twenty-seven days earlier than

in past seasons as did my plums and

prunes, finishing their spectacular

show before March even dawned.

      

Climate change? Global warm-

ing?  What does a gardener do?

      

My seed catalogues have been

piled high on my nightstand since

early January awaiting those dreary,

rainy days when I would snuggle

under covers swaddled with my finest

flora fantasies. Since nature makes no

mistakes, and my slumbering garden

hastened to awake prematurely, I

knew that whether winter weather

raged on or not, it was time for me to

pore over my periodicals if I wanted

to share my simple steps for seeding

with you.

      

In a natural setting, plants grow

mostly from the tiny miracles we call

seeds. There are numerous companies

offering seeds to suit every garden in-

cluding heirlooms, habitat, edibles,

ornamentals, flowers, and shrubs.

Five ingredients are necessary to have

success with seeds: 

1.   Prepare the soil properly by en-

riching it with compost, earthworms,

and mulch.

2.   Follow the instructions for plant-

ing printed on the seed packet.

3.   Water appropriately.

4.   Thin seedlings as recommended.

5.   Weed the area consistently.

      

With our variable weather pat-

terns, how will you know when the

soil is ready and warm enough for

planting seeds? Drop your pants! Yes,

that’s right. It’s the way farmers have

tested the soil for generations. If you

can sit on the ground with your bare

bottom for thirty seconds without

feeling as if you are sitting in a cold

puddle, your ground is set to go.

(Warning, try this only in the privacy

of your backyard so as not to startle

your neighbors!) Another method,

probably more suited to city and sub-

urban living, is to grab a handful of

dirt, shape it into a ball, and squeeze.

If water drip outs like a wet sponge,

your soil is too moist to plant. Instead,

start your seedlings indoors. 

      

Seed suppliers ascertain that the

easiest seeds to grow are beans, cu-

cumbers, peas, pumpkins, radishes,

squash, cosmos, lettuces, sunflowers,

and zinnias. Help children learn the

joy of growing by giving them a se-

lection of these simple to sprout

seeds. 

      

With my determination to Ex-

plore, Experiment, and Experience I

perused numerous catalogues to dis-

cover unique seeds to change my gar-

den dynamics.

      

My favorite seeds herald from

many sources, with Renee’s Garden,

John Scheepers, and Seed Savers Ex-

change topping my list.  Renee’s Gar-

den publicity boasts that it offers the

best vegetable and herb seeds to grow

successful food as well as carefree

flowers that enchant the senses and

warm the heart. Since I’m exploring

planting vegetables in containers this

season, I ordered a new herbal tea

plant, Zinger Hibiscus, with attractive

lobed leaves and creamy flowers that

make an antioxidant packed delicious

ruby-colored tea with a cranberry and

floral flavor. Renee also offers French

Chervil. My readers will be happy

since I’ve received so many emails

asking where this herb can be found.

I’m also excited about two types of

carrots, the tricolor Circus Circus and

the French baby Babette as well as the

baby cabbage, Pixie.  I will be setting

a table in the garden if Little Prince,

the container eggplant, Primor, the

French Baby Leeks, and the Candys-

trip jewel-toned beets thrive.  In the

flower department, I’m experimenting

with Zinfandel fragrant sweet peas,

Cinco de May Amaranth, Cappucino

Rudbeckia, and perfumed Heliotrope.   

      

Seed Savers Exchange, a non-

profit, member supported organiza-

tion, has been the national leader in

collecting and preserving heirloom

veggies, herbs, and flowers for over

three decades. Their catalog contains

six hundred varieties with proceeds

continuing their mission to preserve

genetic diversity.  They have a collec-

tion of over a thousand different let-

tuces. I have ordered their curly, frilled

dark red leafed and mildly flavored

Mascara and a packet mixed with

Australian Yellowleaf, Pablo, Red

Velvet, and five other of their favorite

seeds. Their impressive selection of

sunflowers has also piqued my inter-

est.

      

John Scheepers Kitchen Garden

Seeds began serving fine gardens in

1908.  An old-fashioned favorite are

fava beans, which can be harvested in

about 65 days.  My Italian grandfather

always grew favas and we enjoyed

eating the tiny tender pods while the

older beans went into his hearty

risotto. Rhubarb became a favorite of

mine when I spent time in Ireland

with my pen pal. If you start the seeds

this month indoors, they will produce

a few stalks this summer, then in sub-

sequent years you’ll get a full crop.

The leaves are poisonous so don’t

mistake them for Swiss Chard.

      

Scheppers offers four types of

Habitat Garden seed packs. Attract

butterflies, bumblebees, humming-

birds, and songbirds, all beneficial to

a healthy, happy habitat.

      

Both Renee’s Garden and John

Scheepers support earth-friendly non-

profit fundraising with special pricing

and discounting.  Go to their web sites

for more information. 
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family owned since 1933

B
lue Ridg

e

Landscape Co.

Blue Jay Feldman

OWNER/OPERATOR

www.blueridgelc.com

DESIGN

INSTALLATION

IRRIGATION

DRAINAGE

STONEWORK

CONCRETE WORK

DECKS

FENCES

PATIOS

LAWNS

PONDS

CLEANUP &

HAULING

925-258-9233

cell: 510-847-6160

LICENSED

INSURED

Lic# 818633

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797
Free Consultations

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 18 years. Bonded – Licensed & Insured Lic. #702845

Garden Lights landscape &
pool development inc.

Garden Lights is an Award Winning
Landscape Design-Build Firm
Offering Services in . . .

• Landscape Design & Installation
     Planting - Masonry - Concrete - Carpentry
• Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
• Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
• Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian
Seeds of Change
“I know that the seeds I sow I will harvest, because every action, good or bad, is always followed by an equal reaction. I will
plant only good seeds this day." Og Mandino

Deep green curly leafed parsley grown in a container from seed is a 
culinary perennial pleaser. Photos Cynthia Brian

Resources:
Renee’s Garden Seeds: 
http://www.reneesgarden.com
Seed Savers Exchange: 
http://www.seedsavers.org
John Scheppers Kitchen Garden Seeds:
http://www.kitchengardenseeds.com
         While winter rages on, don’t just dream of
next season’s vibrant, beautiful, and delicious
crops. Plot your garden today, prepare the
ground, buy your seeds, and welcome the op-
portunity to change your garden world by rein-
troducing heirlooms and experimenting with
new samplers. When the warm days arrive to
stay, you’ll be ready to welcome the herbal and
floral treasures your imagination designed with
seeds of change.
         Happy gardening to you!

CYNTHIA’S DIGGING DEEP

GARDEN GUIDE FOR MARCH
Mother Nature has been playing with us by teasing us with warmth and

sunshine, then sending torrential showers and freezing temperatures! As much

as we are all chomping on the bit to get outside and plant, we’d be better served

by enjoying the glorious daffodils singing to the sun while preparing our soil

for seeding as the temperatures grow warmer. There is still plenty of work for

you to do to prepare for the Spring Equinox and dancing in the moonlight.

"Don't judge each day by the harvest you reap, but by the seeds you

plant." Robert Louis Stevenson 1850-1895, Essayist, Poet and Novelist

• EXPLORE a creek bed to search for wild watercress.

• EXPERIMENT in gathering wild mustard and miner’s lettuce to

add to your cuisine.

• EXPERIENCE the Bouquets of Art Exhibit at the de Young Museum 

March 14-19 featuring 150 floral arrangements complimenting the 

permanent collection. For information visit http://www.bouqetsofart.org

• PAMPER yourself with an exfoliating and moisturizing facial from your 

garden. Squeeze lemon juice from your Meyer lemon tree into a bowl and 

mix with lavender petals and ¼ cup olive oil. Home brewed spa 

experience in 20 minutes.

• FORCE branches of crabapple, quince, forsythia, and red bud by placing 

your tree prunings in a bucket of water in a dark place until the buds swell. 

Move the branches to a beautiful vase filled with warm water and enjoy 

the show. Change the water daily and add a few drops of bleach to ward 

off bacteria.

• TRIM dead foliage from your ornamental grasses using sharp hedge 

clippers.

• CONTINUE to compost, compost, and compost. This is the single most 

important ingredient of growing a great garden. Buy an inexpensive 

compost bin from your local waste service.

• SPADE six inches of rich compost into your vegetable garden in 

preparation for the next season’s plantings.

• SOAK bare-root shrubs, roses, and trees in tepid water for four hours to 

rehydrate them before planting.

• BUY seed packets from catalogues or your favorite garden center. Be 

brave and explore new samplers.

• START seeds indoors in flats to get a jump on spring.

• SPREAD alfalfa pellets mixed with diatomaceous earth around your rose

bushes to promote large blooms and healthy plants. I buy my pellets at a 

feed store in 50 pound bags.

• DIVIDE daylilies and agapanthus now.

• MOW lawns weekly and fertilize with a high nitrogen mix.

• FILTER your indoor air with houseplants. According to NASA, 87 percent 

of volatile organic compounds are removed by live plants naturally. Now 

that is nothing to sneeze over!

• BREATHE in the fragrance of the early blooming gardenias and citrus 

blossoms. Bring in a few springs as natural air fresheners.

• AERATE your lawn. The soil is compacted from winter rains and 

foot traffic.  Leave the plugs to add nutrients back into the grass.

• CONTINUE to protect frost tender plants with coverings. 

Mother Nature has a way of sending us unexpected cold fronts.

• PICK up camellias blossoms that have fallen to the ground. 

Decaying blooms harbor petal blight.

• ORDER one of my books from my web site, http://www.star-style.com/

store/index.htm and receive a FREE packet of seeds. For details email me 

at Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com.

• SHARPEN and clean garden tools. You’ll be busy next month.

• SCATTER a canister of California poppy seeds for a carefree, drought 

tolerant golden showstopper.

• VISIT the San Francisco Flower and Garden Show at the San Mateo 

Country Fairgrounds March 23-27 to witness landscape exhibits by 

renowned designers and attend informational seminars. 

http://www.sfgardenshow.com/.

• RELAX with a  cup of herbal tea and a good book. Winter is  wavering.

Hang in there! It’s almost that season of contented renewal.  Until then, 

keep digging deep and 

explore, experiment, and experience.

©2011 Cynthia Brian 

The Goddess Gardener

Cynthia@GoddessGardener.com

www.GoddessGardener.com

925-377-7827

My virtual door is always open. 

I am available as a speaker and consultant. 

Feel free to contact me.

Plum trees’ rosy blossoms perfume the Lamorinda skies.
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A Trio of Spanish Revival Jewels 
By Sophie Braccini

After a long search, the Atkinsons found this unique Spanish style home nestled in the Orinda hills. Photo Doug Kohen

I
t may not be obvious to today’s
readers, but the enormous popular

success of the 1884 novel “Ramona,”
by Helen Hunt Jackson, is credited for
the emergence of the Mission and
Spanish colonial revival style in Amer-
ican architecture.  Most of those homes
were built in southern California, but
some authentic Spanish revival style
homes from the 1920’s can be found in
Lamorinda, as well some recent addi-
tions that share the same inspiration. 

          
Tran Turner, who was an Art Mu-

seum Curator of 19th & 20th Century
Architecture & Design and is now a
real estate agent for Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage in Orinda, went
on a hunt for such homes.  “Made pop-
ular by the Spanish Colonial buildings
built for the 1915 San Diego Exposi-
tion, many early California architects
like George Washington Smith and
James Osborn Craig subsequently
brought national prominence to this
architectural style in Santa Barbara,”
says Turner. 

          
The Spanish revival homes have a

lighter palette of colors that immedi-
ately differentiate them from the
Mediterranean style.  Other original
features include inner courtyards, long,
arcaded corridors, exterior walls
coated with plaster, smaller windows,
low-pitched clay tile roofs and wide,
protecting eaves.

An Orinda Treasure
          One of the oldest homes that
Turner found during his search was
built in Orinda in1927. 
          “It took us two years to find this
home,” says present owner Julie Atkin-
son.  The home is indeed unique.  A
single story structure with very thick
stucco walls and a low-pitched roof

covered in tiles, it presents an asym-
metrical façade.  “You can see the orig-
inal floor tile in the house with its
unique design and the tile baseboards,”
says Atkinson.  The blue baseboard
tiles create a beautiful contrast with the
brown-sheen floor tile.   
          The bedroom wing of the build-
ing was once linked to the common

rooms by an open hallway; a previous
owner, who had young children, closed
the hallway with windows, but, “it re-
tains that feel of transition to one part
of the house to the next that’s a charac-
teristic of this type of architecture,”
notes Turner.  

          
          

...continued on page OH4
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Lamorinda Foreclosures recorded
LAFAYETTE

2436 Cherry Hills Drive, 94549, HSBC Bank, 01-28-11, $815,910, 2043 sf, 4 bd
ORINDA

161 Holly Lane, 94563, Bac Home Loans, 01-20-11, $1,374,544, 3030 sf, 5 bd

LAFAYETTE
3936 Los Arabis Drive, $1,350,000, 5 Bdrms, 3656 SqFt, 1954 YrBlt, 2-3-11
1 Dollis Park Road, $399,000, 3 Bdrms, 1315 SqFt, 1937 YrBlt, 1-31-11; 

Previous Sale: $470,000, 09-26-03
1025 Hampton Road, $792,500, 4 Bdrms, 1955 SqFt, 1951 YrBlt, 1-28-11
3370 McGraw Lane, $1,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 2656 SqFt, 1959 YrBlt, 2-3-11
3954 Quail Ridge Road, $1,585,000, 5 Bdrms, 5058 SqFt, 1985 YrBlt, 1-28-11; 

Previous Sale: $1,750,000, 03-05-04
34 Sanford Lane, $2,300,000, 4 Bdrms, 3892 SqFt, 2006 YrBlt, 1-25-11; 

Previous Sale: $2,400,000, 01-31-07
MORAGA

1159 Alta Mesa Drive, $465,000, 3 Bdrms, 2486 SqFt, 1974 YrBlt, 2-4-11; 
Previous Sale: $339,000, 05-16-97

126 Ascot Court #C, $125,000, 1 Bdrms, 858 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 1-31-11; 
Previous Sale: $205,000, 08-06-01

2087 Ascot Drive #125, $159,500, 1 Bdrms, 761 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 2-3-11; 
Previous Sale: $21,000, 06-04-73

1412 Camino Peral, $379,000, 2 Bdrms, 1126 SqFt, 1971 YrBlt, 1-28-11; 
Previous Sale: $216,000, 03-19-96

700 Camino Ricardo, $1,050,000, 4 Bdrms, 2429 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 2-4-11; 
Previous Sale: $835,000, 07-12-10

107 Cypress Point Way, $650,000, 2 Bdrms, 1657 SqFt, 1973 YrBlt, 1-28-11; 
Previous Sale: $524,000, 06-15-04

114 Merion Terrace, $755,000, 3 Bdrms, 2828 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 1-28-11; 
Previous Sale: $655,000, 06-22-00

3798 Via Granada, $730,000, 4 Bdrms, 1948 SqFt, 1970 YrBlt, 2-4-11
1004 Wickham Drive, $717,000, 4 Bdrms, 2127 SqFt, 1967 YrBlt, 2-4-11; 

Previous Sale: $826,000, 07-11-03
ORINDA

140 Camino Don Miguel, $1,965,000, 4 Bdrms, 3695 SqFt, 1941 YrBlt, 2-4-11; 
Previous Sale: $1,075,000, 09-15-93

130 El Nido Court, $1,150,000, 3 Bdrms, 3717 SqFt, 1976 YrBlt, 1-26-11; 
Previous Sale: $925,000, 06-22-99

12 Hall Drive, $722,000, 3 Bdrms, 1910 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 1-25-11; 
Previous Sale: $920,000, 03-14-06

110 Leslie Lane, $1,250,000, 5 Bdrms, 3058 SqFt, 1975 YrBlt, 2-1-11; 
Previous Sale: $1,495,000, 10-31-05

100 Lucille Way, $587,000, 5 Bdrms, 4108 SqFt, 1987 YrBlt, 1-28-11
603 Moraga Way, $524,000, 3 Bdrms, 1610 SqFt, 1966 YrBlt, 1-28-11; 

Previous Sale: $355,000, 04-22-98
46 Muth Drive, $658,000, 3 Bdrms, 1372 SqFt, 1961 YrBlt, 1-25-11
251 Sundown Terrace, $1,400,000, 3 Bdrms, 3509 SqFt, 1988 YrBlt, 2-1-11; 

Previous Sale: $950,000, 05-08-92
235 Village Gate Road, $560,000, 3 Bdrms, 2075 SqFt, 1979 YrBlt, 2-4-11

Lamorinda Home Sales recorded
LAFAYETTE                      Last reported: 6
          LOWEST  AMOUNT:               $399,000
          HIGHEST AMOUNT:          $2,300,000
MORAGA                            Last reported: 9
          LOWEST  AMOUNT:               $125,000
          HIGHEST AMOUNT:          $1,050,000
ORINDA                              Last reported: 9
          LOWEST  AMOUNT:               $524,000
          HIGHEST AMOUNT:          $1,965,000

Home sales are compiled by Cal REsource, an Oak-
land real estate information company.  Sale prices
are computed from the county transfer tax infor-
mation shown on the deeds that record at close
of escrow and are published five to eight weeks
after such recording.  This information is obtained
from public county records and is provided to us
by California REsource.  Neither Cal REsource nor
this publication are liable for errors or omissions.

Surrounded by majestic oaks, and

offering unparallel views, this

custom estate home offers

approx. 6,183 sq. ft. of living space,

5 bedrooms, office, 4 ½ baths,

and guest quarters with separate

entrance. 

Offered at $2,595,000

Lafayette ~ 11.6 Acres New Construction ~ Bank REO

Great location! Beautifully remodeled
condo.  Kitchen with granite counters
and custom cabinets, hardwood
floors throughout, new dual pane
windows, retro style bathroom, 1-car
garage.    Walk to school, shopping,
Moraga Country Club, transportation
and trails.  

Offered at $239,000

Moraga ~ Updated Condo at Villa Orinda

Charming ranch style home with 4
bedrooms, 2 baths, over 2000 sq.
ft. of living space, and a quarter
acre.  Features Include: hardwood
floors, new interior and exterior
paint, large rooms, vaulted beamed
ceiling, brick accents, sparkling
pool and more!  

Offered at $895,000

Lafayette ~ Coming Soon Burton Valley

Located in the desirable Rheem Valley

Manor, this appx. 2400 sq. ft. home

features 4 bedrooms and  2 ½ baths,

new hardwood floors, carpet and

paint throughout. Enjoy the view from

most rooms; sparkling pool,

entertaining patio/deck, and lush lawn. 

Offered at $1,025,000

Moraga ~ Coming Soon Gorgeous Views of the Moraga Valley

THE BEAUBELLE GROUP
Glenn and Kellie Beaubelle present...

925.254.1212
Glenn@TheBeaubelleGroup.com

www.TheBeaubelleGroup.com
Coldwell Banker’s #1 Agent and Group in the East Bay



ASSOCIATES
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          Dorothy Lamb, founder of the Orinda Garden
Club in 1937, also once owned the home; she lived
there until 1997.  Some of the unique features she added
in the spirit of the Spanish style are still present – such
as a back patio with a fountain set into the hilly greenery.  
          The cozy rooms and long, clear walkway overlook-
ing the front patio create an unconventional and charm-
ing ensemble seldom found today.
A Home for Her Tiles
A much more recent Lafayette home has captured some
of this same charm, thanks to its new owners Thomas
and Linda Delaplane, who added to the home’s unique
qualities. “When we bought the house the kitchen had
shiny black granite counters and center isle,” remembers
Delaplane, “the olive trees in front had been removed
and replaced with a lawn.”  They built a gate, creating a
front patio and courtyard with a fountain. With a natural
feel for Southwestern American style, the Delaplanes re-

stored the house to its original character.  They added
mature olive trees in front, changed the metal garage
doors to wood, and created an open kitchen with natu-
ral-colored tile.  
          The home includes a covered walkway overlooking
the front patio that leads to the bedroom wing; a perfect
location to display Linda’s extensive collection of tiles.
“I had collected hundreds of decorative tiles, from all
over the country, and have been able to use many of
them in this home.”  In keeping with the original Spanish
revival style, the couple embedded some of the tiles in
the stucco walls of their home, to decorate the front and
back fountains, the side of the pool and many more in-
side and outside walls.   Some are ancient, some are from
contemporary craftsmen, and they seem to have found
a permanent home in Lafayette.
          ...continued on page OH6

A Trio of Spanish Revival Jewels 
...continued from page OH1

The Delaplanes' front courtyard

The courtyards in the Delaplane home are enhanced by beautiful tiles. Photos Doug Kohen



THE PIPER GROUP
presents....

Gorgeous Lafayette Remodel

Architecturally designed and custom built in 2004, the over half acre
property offers the unique combination of a  4 bedroom 3.5 bath 3136

sq. ft. main home  and a 1000 sq. ft. guest house.  Beautiful finishes and
materials used throughout. 

Call for Price

Coming Soon!

15 Candlelight Lane, Lafayette

Stunning craftsman-style 5 bedroom, 3½ bath 3417 square foot home on
professionally landscaped .74 acre lot. Custom built in 2005 the single

level floor plan offers an impressive list of high-end finishes throughout.
Three car garage, huge mud room and much more!

Offered at $1,695,000

819 Las Trampas Road, Lafayette

Custom built 4 bedroom 4½ bath Lafayette Trail neighborhood home on
park-like 1.06 acre lot. Spacious 3548 square foot floor plan. Stunning

grounds with pool. Gorgeous heritage oak trees. Private yet close to town.
Once in a life-time property.

Offered at $1,495,000

Kurt Piper
Broker Associate

Group Leader

(925) 253-2527
www.kurtpiper.com
kurt@kurtpiper.com

Call Kurt Piper for answers to your
real estate questions.
(925) 253-2527

What’s your home worth? What home improvements pay-off?
Is the market improving? How does THE PIPER GROUP market your home?

Looking to purchase? WE CAN GET YOU CONNECTED!

Frank Woodward
925.788.4963

Dick Holt
925.297.9150

Frank@FrankWoodward.com rwholtcb@aol.com

Orinda, Lafayette

Moraga

Orinda Oasis an Entertainer’s Delight!

Handsomely renovated Orinda

home offers extraordinary views

from a gated and private 2.7+ acre

site.  Conveniently located, 

single level 4+ BR, 4 BA home offers

a serene setting that you won’t want

to leave! 

Virtual Tour at 60OakDr.com

Call Frank or Dick to arrange 

a personal showing.

Very Private    Great Views

OPEN HOUSE — Sunday, March 6, 2 to 5 pm 

Troy Feddersen     925-550-2353 
   Broker Associate   www.TroyFed.com 
J. Rockcliff, Realtors    Troy@Rockcliff.com 

$595,000 in Orinda! 7 Loma Vista 
Needs work, but what a great opportunity for an 
affordable 2 bdrm, 1.5 bath Orinda home, with a 
huge backyard and panoramic view of the hills and 
Orinda Country Club.  Fantastic lot and location. 
Near Orinda Park Pool & walking distance to town.  

Excellence  Expertise

March is time to sell!  Maximize YOUR return.  Call Troy. 

DRE# 1835783 



Lic #624045

Peralta 
Construction

CUSTOM HOMES  |  ADDITIONS
REMODELING

owned and operated by Moraga resident

Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR 
MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692
www.peraltaconstruction.com
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         ...continued from page OH4
Casa del Sol
          This love of unique detail is also a characteristic of
the most modern of these three homes, “Casa del Sol,”
on Manzanita Drive in Orinda.  “I noticed the uniqueness
of this home as I was driving by,” said Turner.  Its present
owner, local home designer Roger Deakins, designed the

home.  He lived in it for a year with his family before put-
ting it on the market.  “The strength of the home can be
seen in the broad roof lines and overhanging eaves, in the
6” X 8” redwood beams that outline the walkway around
the house, and in the army of red clay tile roof shingles,”
says Turner.  
          “For inspiration I looked to the Spanish Colonial
Revival architecture designed and built in Santa Barbara,
and the early California Missions” says Deakins, “all the
windows are trimmed with redwood; the green painting
will match the copper of the gutters as it ages. I’ve chosen
a lighter color palette throughout and used hand made
material in the construction, such as the Hispano-Amer-
ican terra-cotta tiles covering the front steps or the hand-
cut Southwest flagstone fireplace.”  The 4,000 square foot
home perched on a hillside, with a partial second floor,
is a modern interpretation of the Spanish style; with a
more compact floor plan. The materials, such as the in-
side wall treatment made of naturally pigmented and tex-
tured plaster, bring out the Spanish revival accent. 

Dexter Honens II
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Please call me for your Real
Estate needs to experience the
integrity, professionalism and
results you expect.

Serving clients, friends and family
in your neighborhood since 1989.
Office: (925) 253-2148

Residence: (925) 254-8088

Cell: (510) 918-8911

honens@pacbell.net

DRE License #01327738

Rates Remain Near Historical Lows. FHA
Loans to $729,750 Require only a 3.5% Down
Payment! This is a Great Time to Buy a Home!

Kyle Davis
MORTGAGE BROKER

Lamorinda Resident Since 1995
80% Loans to $2,000,000
75% Loans to $3,000,000

Providing Premier Loan products 
and service. For current rates call
Kyle at 925-314-5299.
Fax: (925) 831-9161

kyle@Stonecastle-LHF.com

DRE License #01111347
ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

The Deakins' kitchen features soft colors and natural
materials.

Redwood and handmade tiles make the Deakins' home 
warm and inviting. Photos Doug Kohen

R E A L  E S T A T E

Joan Cleveland
Broker, MBA

Joan’s 34 years of success in real estate is the
result of the satisfaction of her many repeat and

referral clients who value her expertise,
negotiating skills and professionalism.

“The consummate professional”
W.W., Orinda client

DRE# 00592537Office: 925-254-0505,   Cell: 925-200-2909,    joancleve@aol.com



Sue, Ben and Lara 
 

www.TheOlsenTeam.com 
 

Phone: 925.200.6000 
DRE# 01616156 

The Olsen Team 
Lamorinda Specialists Since 1977 

The Olsen Team presents: 4 Sparrow Court, Moraga 

4 Bedrooms  /  2 Baths  /  1776 Square Feet  /  .21 Acres  /  Built in 1968 
 

This charming home is tucked away on a quiet cul-de-sac in the Camino 
Woods neighborhood.  It is close to everything in Moraga - and is an easy 
walk to elementary and middle school, library, park, farmer’s market and 
more.  The home features two updated baths, French doors, dual-paned 
windows, and hardwood floors nearly throughout.  The private grassy 
yard borders a small seasonal creek, and features a brick patio, bountiful 
pomegranate and Meyer lemon trees & more.          Offered at $795,000 

SOLD      116 Corliss Drive  
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PENDING      39 Sea Pines  PENDING     182 Ravenhill  PENDING   132 Greenbriar  

SOLD   1412 Camino Peral SOLD       1047 Larch Ave.  

Wendy Holcenberg
wendy@holcenberg.com

925.253.4630
DRE#00637795

Michelle Holcenberg
michelle@holcenberg.com

925.253.4663
DRE#01373412

607 Nantucket Ct., Walnut Creek

Updated, Energy-Efficient, Pheasant
Run Beauty with Excellent Schools
Updated 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath two-story home

located on a cul-de-sac. New carpet & paint,

dual-paned windows, solar system that powers

much of the home’s electricity, raised ceilings, 2

fireplaces, level yard with lawn and deck areas.

Living room with formal dining area, granite

kitchen open to family room. Indoor laundry.

Updated baths. Close to private pool club,

walking trails & park. Excellent schools, including

Northgate High School.

Offered at $679,900
www.607NantucketCourt.com

WWW.HOLCENBERG.COM
Client satisfaction: a family tradition

REAL ESTATE. REAL PEOPLE.

Margot
Hal&

M:925.260.4787 
H: 925.260.4799

for more photos and a virtual
tour visit us at:

www.theKAUFMANS.com
DRE 01224989 / 01224988

LAFAYETTE CONTEMPORARY
4090 Coralee Lane, Lafayette

• 5 Bedrooms + office
• 4 Bathrooms 
• 3,607 sf on .61 acres 
• Beautiful private setting
• Walls of glass
• Pool and spa
• Large outdoor entertaining space
• Separate play space 

Offered at $1,250,000

ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E

THE KAUFMANS



L

93 Moraga Way, Suite 103   Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 254-0505  or 1-866-856-VARE

Lamorinda’s Leading Independent Real Estate Firm.

Visit www.villageassociates.com
to see our weekly online previews 

updated every Wednesday and Friday by noon.
Click on 

Friday after 5 PM for Open House listings
ASSOCIATES
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THE VILLAGE 
ASSOCIATES: 
Ashley Battersby
Patricia Battersby
Joan Cleveland
Joan Eggers
Linda Ehrich
Joan Evans
Linda S Friedman
Marianne Greene
Pamela Halloran
Dexter Honens II
Debbie Johnston
Hal Kaufman
Margot Kaufman
Susan Zeh Layng
Art Lehman
Charles Levine
April Matthews
I. Bruce Maxon
Karen Murphy
Ben Olsen
Sue Olsen
Kurt Piper
Tara Rochlin
Judy Schoenrock
Ann Sharf
Steve Smith
Jeff Snell
Lynda Snell
Clark Thompson
Ignacio Vega
Terri Bates Walker
Ann Ward
Dan Weil
Margaret Zucker

ORINDA

29 La Vuelta
Mediterranean style 5bd/4.5ba walking
distance to Orinda Country Club and Lake
Cascade. Expanded & updated in the 90's,
fabulous patio & pool, flower gardens & trees.

Offered at $1,345,000

Sunday Open House 

New Listing

ORINDA

20 Snow Court
Lg 5bd/3/5ba home in quiet, serene Lost Valley.
Over 4200 sf, 2 fam rms, lvl play area, fenced
veggie garden w/raised beds. Valley & Mt.
Diablo views. Close to schools/shopping/commute.

Offered at $1,495,000

ORINDA

37 Oak Road
Dramatic 5bd/4ba, 5006 sf cus trad on beaut
.68 ac lot among redwoods & oaks. Lx mstr
retreat w/frplc, updated kitchen, ofc/library,
wine cellar for 1620 bottles & tasting room.

Offered at $1,495,000

ORINDA

19 Hilldale Court
Situated on a pvt court w/over 1 ac of
incredible grounds & an exclusive wooded
setting w/big views, nearly 400 sf, 4+bd, ofc/
den, gourmet kitchen, entertainer's paradise.

Offered at $1,865,000

New Listing

ORINDA

528 Tahos Road
Style & design come alive in approx. 5100 sf,
5bd/4.5+ba total renovation, incredible attn. to
detail, light/bright w/lg windows. EZ access to
grassy yd, decks, balconies, views.

Offered at $2,499,000

New Listing

MORAGA

1383 Camino Pablo
Light & bright turnkey 2820 sf 5bd/3ba
entertainers delight with hdwd flrs, dual panes,
granite kitchen & baths.  Lg pvt bckyd, close
top schools, park & hiking trails.

Offered at $975,000

New Listing

MORAGA

7 Gloria Court
Updated 4bd/3ba on cul de sac with hdwd
floors, Andersen sliders and an ideal in-law or
teen set up. Level private yard...move in
ready.

Offered at $899,000

LAFAYETTE

1014 Regio Court
1-lvl 3bd/2ba approx 2300 sf home blends
seamlessly w/the outdoors & lovely pvt .45 ac
lot. Well maintained & updated, stylish interior
spaces, beyond belief views of Mt Diablo.

Offered at $975,000

New Listing

LAFAYETTE

4090 Coralee Lane
Beautiful .61 acre setting. Close-in 5bd + office
with 4 baths. Remodeled kitchen, open floor
plan.

Offered at $1,250,000

New Listing

LAFAYETTE

819 Las Trampas Road
Custom blt 4bd/4.5ba hm on oak studded 1 ac
lot in Las Trampas trail neighborhood. Pool &
extensive landscape/hardscape. Fabulous floor
plan with grand spaces.

Offered at $1,495,000

New Listing

LAFAYETTE

15 Candlelight Lane
Perfection in this stunning 3417 sf Craftsman-
style sgl lvl hm blt in 2005. Fab flr plan, many
impressive finishes & features, a very
exceptional 4bd/3ba home.

Offered at $1,695,000

New Listing

LAFAYETTE

1140 Estates Drive
Stunning & sophisticated estate property on 3.9
ac in Happy Valley. Sgl lvl 4bd/3.5ba hm in
pvt, tranquil natural setting w/mature oaks &
pano views of the surrounding hills.

Offered at $2,495,000

New Listing

WALNUT CREEK

416 Beacon Ridge Lane
Beaut updated approx 1800 sf w/fab newly
landscaped garden/yd. Great loc. surrounded
by rolling hills but nr Laf schools, shopping,
hiking, good commute.

Offered at $679,000

New Listing

WALNUT CREEK

578 Monarch Ridge
Superbly located townhome w/outstanding
views. Lovely hdwd flrs, vaulted ceilings, sep
DR & lg eat-in kitchen. Nr shopping, open
space, trails & outstanding Lafayette schools.

Offered at $625,000

New Listing

WALNUT CREEK

6001 Horseman's Canyon Drive
Beaut detached 2+bd/2ba home in Rossmoor.
All 1 lvl w/high ceilings thruout, gourmet
kitchen, eat-in area, LR, DR, plantation
shutters, recessed lights, 2-car garage, views.

Offered at $899,000

WALNUT CREEK

289 Castle Hill Ranch Road
Tuscan Villa refreshed, staged &
BRREATHTAKING! 15 acres of pristine
wilderness, yet minutes to town. Estate features
main house, guest hm, pool & lavish landscaping.

Offered at $1,595,000

New Listing




