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SPORTS LAMORINDAS LOCAL SPORTS
Saint Mary’s Wins in Vegas

By Caitlin Graveson

S aint Mary’s women’s basketball
experienced some ups-and-
downs in the West Coast Conference
tournament. On the positive side, the
Gaels broke a two-year WCC tourna-
ment winless spell, dating back to the
2007-2008 season, and senior for-
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ward Louella Tomlinson captured the
Saint Mary’s all-time scoring record.
On the negative side Saint Mary’s lost
handily to Gonzaga for the third time
this season.

Finishing in second place in con-
ference play, the Gaels received a bye

until the semi-finals of the tourna-
ment. They opened the tournament
against the University of San Diego
on Sunday, March 6. Saint Mary’s
just edged out the Toreros in their last
regular-season match-up and this
game proved to be close as well.

The Gaels got off to a slow start,
down 2-8 early. Coming off a career
game against Portland just the week
before, junior guard Alex Carbonel
again proved to be the spark off of the
bench Saint Mary’s needed. She
dropped a three, hit a lay-up and drew
a foul to ignite a 7-0 run to get the
Gaels back in the game.

Both teams traded points for the
rest of the half. In the final minute of
the half, Saint Mary’s went on a 9-0
run to build a 44-43 lead heading into
the break.

The Toreros stormed back in the
second half to tie it up with 14 minutes

” 925-377-0977

YN

to play. The game remained close until
the final minutes. Freshman forward
Danielle Mauldin hit a huge shot and
drew a foul with 42.9 seconds to play to
give the Gaels a 67-65 lead. Saint
Mary’s held on from there to win, 71-68.

“We are really excited to get that
first win in the WCC tournament. We
had confidence and that really got us
through the game,” said redshirt jun-
ior guard Jasmine Smith.

Tomlinson captured the all-time
scoring record in the first half of the
game off a free-throw. She notched 21
points in the match.

With the win Saint Mary’s ad-
vanced to the WCC Championship for
the first time since 2001. The Gaels
faced Gonzaga for a third time this
season but yet again, could not outlast
the dominant Bulldogs, losing 72-46.

“They are an extremely efficient
team. We have to do our best to make
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it a grinder game. If we keep it in the
60’s we have a chance,” head coach
Paul Thomas said before the game.

The Gaels controlled the tempa
and maintained a low-scoring game
for the first 15 minutes of play. While
the Gaels defense was stellar, their of-
fense was stagnant. SMC shot just 23
percent from the field in the first half.
Heading into halftime Saint Mary’s
was down eight, 20-28.

The second half was dominated
by the Bulldogs. They outscored the
Gaels, 26 to 44 to win 72-46.

Mauldin again came up big for
the Gaels, leading SMC in scoring a
career-high 19 points and adding ten
rebounds.

The Gaels are guaranteed a spot
in the WNIT tournament for the sec-
ond year in a row. The bracket an-
nouncement was made late Monday
night after the press deadline.

Lamorinda Baseball Preview

Acalanes, Miramonte off to a strong start

Acalanes’ Grant Diede swings against Northgate in Acalanes' 3-0 win

Il three Lamorinda high

school baseball teams are
poised to have strong seasons and
a chance at the DFAL title. Both
Campolindo and Miramonte are
coming off North Coast Section
(NCS) Championship seasons,
and Acalanes looks to build on
improvements made last season.
Miramonte:

Last year, Miramonte finished
in second place in the league
standings behind Campolindo,
but went on to win the division III
NCS title, their second straight.
The Mats return a first-team all
DFAL out-fielder in junior Matt
Bonomo, but lose two former
first-team all DFAL nominees to
graduation, third-baseman
Michael Mann and catcher Kevin
Paulsen.

The Matadors also return a
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second-team all DFAL player
from the previous year, junior
pitcher Spencer Marx. Mira-
monte’s roster consists entirely of
upperclassmen.

The Mats are 4-1 and all four
wins have come in dominant
fashion. The lone loss was to Her-
itage (3-1-0), who also beat Cam-
polindo. The Matadors are
undefeated at home. They will
open league play to defend their
NCS title in Lafayette as they
visit Acalanes on March 29.
Campolindo:

Campolindo, the defending
DFAL and division II NCS
Champion, finished last year with
an 8-4 league record and an over-
all record of 21-7. A key returner
for the Cougars this year is junior
catcher Austin Rei, who was
named last year’s DFAL Most
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Valuable Player. Rei hit .350 last
season, with three homeruns.
Also playing a key role for

fielder Ryan Hooper and two
freshmen, infielder Denis Karas
and pitcher Matt Ladrech.

Campolindo is currently 0-2
after losses to Heritage and Clay-
ton Valley (3-0-1); both teams are
tough programs. The Cougars
will open DFAL against visiting
Dougherty Valley on March 29.
Acalanes:

Acalanes, although four years
removed from an NCS title, has a
history of success on the baseball
diamond. Still, last year proved to
be a difficult season for the Dons.
They finished 15-10 overall, with
a 5-7 league record and a fifth
place league finish. Acalanes lost
in the first round of NCS playoffs.

The Dons graduated pitcher

John Treat, but Acalanes returns
first baseman Drew Gaylord and
utility man Spencer Henderson.
Both juniors were named to the
DFAL Honorable Mention Team
last year. "I would not count us
out of the NCS championships,"
said Evan Heptig, senior short-
stop and captain for Acalanes.
The Dons also welcome freshman
shortstop Austin Fisher.
Acalanes is on a roll right
now, boasting an early 5-0, which
they will put to the test in their
first league game March 29
against rival Miramonte. The five
early wins were over Mount
Eden, Bishop O’Dowd, North-
gate, Skyline, and Sonoma Valley.

Campo will be junior pitcher =

James Marvel and senior pitcher
Matt Bruzzone. Marvel made
first-team all DFAL last year with
a 1.12 ERA, while Bruzzone was
named honorable mention. Bruz-
zone will have to step up, though,
to replace recently-graduated
pitcher Nick Russ.

“We are all really looking for-
ward to the year. We've got a solid
core of young guys returning and
we feel really comfortable with
each other, just like a family.
We've got some new guys work-
ing hard as well and as a team
we've got some high expecta-
tions. It's going to be fun,” says
Marvel. Newcomers for the
Cougars include sophomore in-

Miramonte's Chris Perry crosses home plate in the 8-3 win over Hogan.
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Music lessons

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan 283-7601

Piano/guitar
w/Robbie Dunbar

All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Classes offered

Chinese Lessons in Moraga with
Leah Li have 10 years experience
$40 per hour. 4154887422 or
leah662@hotmail.com

Get Fit! In home training.
Comfort of your home!

All ages! 925-597-0373
Epsteinfitness@gmail.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

Journalists wanted.
Lamorinda Weekly is looking for
journalists to report on civic &
school news. You will be paid
per article published. Email
resume to
wendy@lamorindaweekly.com

CURENTALS

Residential Leasing and

Property Management
Ed Basaldua (925) 899-9405
www.LamorindaRentals.com

House cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

HOME TO A CLEAN
HOUSE?

LET ME CLEAN IT FOR YOU...

Call Lilian AT 925-363-4527

Services

GET ORGANIZED for 201111
Taxes, Closets, Garage!
Call Shelly (925) 254-0329

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Construction

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION

Foundations, drainage, remodel

small repairs. 35 yrs. Lamorinda
WWW.SWartsco.com

Lic# 613717 INSURED BONDED

Free Estimates: 925.250.6610

Handyman

Your project needs help? Paint,
fix, build, pressure wash, decks,
electrical, plumbing, concrete &
more. Inside & outside jobs.
Professional and Reliable.

Call Terry: 925-788-1663

SCALA CONSTRUCTION SINCE 1992
License # 642156 925-383-8046
Quality remodel, kitchen, bath
Additions, Decks, Skylights
Doors, Windows, Painting
scalaconstruction@comcast.net

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowsService.com

Plumbing

WE HOP TOIT!
(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

PROFESSIONAL
QUALITY WORK
All types of repairs done. Woodworking,
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall, Paint-
ing and more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.
T (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com
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