
Three women from Lamor-

inda, who have gone above

and beyond the call of duty, were

recently honored by Assembly-

member Nancy Skinner who

praised their contributions to

their respective communities.

Although there are winners from

each of the Assembly District 14

cities, which include Albany,

Berkeley, Richmond, Pleasant

Hill and beyond, only the local

winners are listed below.

     

"It was an honor to be in-

cluded with the thirteen other

women from Assemblymember

Skinner's district at the second

annual Woman of the Year event.

Assemblymember Skinner ex-

emplifies what can be achieved

when we work hard and commit

ourselves to those things we

value," said Edy Schwartz of

Moraga.  She has been President

of the Moraga Chamber of Com-

merce for the past three years,

and was instrumental in saving

the Rheem Theatre.  In addition

she’s been an active volunteer for

more than thirty years and has

worked hard to cultivate a deeper

relationship between St. Mary’s

College and the town.

     

Ann Appert is the Woman of

the Year from Lafayette.  She

was the co-leader of the cam-

paign to build the Lafayette Li-

brary and Learning Center, and

launched the successful after

school tutoring program there.

She served on the Governing

Board of the Lafayette School

District and presided as President

during the creation of their strate-

gic plan and helped streamline

foundation support to increase

resources for students.  Continu-

ing her support of youth, she

helped develop a Wellness Com-

mittee to focus on student stress,

nutrition and character.  Finally,

she’s a Trustee of Youth Homes

which serves abused and neg-

lected children.  

     

Amy Worth of Orinda was

the driving force behind the con-

gestion-relieving Caldecott Tun-

nel Fourth Bore Project.  She has

spent thirteen years serving as an

unpaid Orinda City Council

Member.  She was a key sup-

porter of the construction of the

new Orinda Library along with

parcel tax measures that keep the

Library open sixty hours per

week.

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  
Lafayette

between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    
www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 3/31/11.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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family owned since 1933

BIG BAND BALL ROOM DANCE

Friday, April 8th
Doors Open at 7PM for Dance Lessons by Gail Enright

Dance begins at 8PM through 10PM

Tickets   $10 per person 
available at the Lafayette Chamber of Commerce 

Call 284-7404 for reservations
www.lafayettechamber.org

Other Dates
• Friday, May 6th 

(Veterans Memorial)

• Friday , Oct 14th
(Veterans Memorial)

Sponsored by Kaiser Permanente Senior Advantage,
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, Generations In Jazz Foundation,  
City of Lafayette and Parks and Recreation and Lamorinda Weekly

Rheem Theatre

350 Park Street, Moraga

Come swing with your friends and neighbors-or just listen!
There will be a no-host bar open throughout the evening. 

Now offering:
FREE 
Dance 

Lessons

Drama, Laughter, Music—
Town Hall Theatre Does It All
By Andrea A. Firth

Town Hall Theatre Company

of Lafayette is often touted

as the oldest, continuously active

theater in Contra Costa County.

That is true, but it doesn’t mean

that an old theater can’t learn

new tricks. Over the past year

and half, in addition to the main

stage dramatic productions,

Town Hall Theatre Company

(THT) has branched out to host a

comedy series and a music series

featuring prominent Bay Area

acts. “We wanted to add some

variety,” says THT’s Artistic Di-

rector Clive Worsley, “Part of the

idea behind these new entertain-

ment options is to get people in

the door to experience this great

venue, people who would not

normally come to Town Hall.”

     

Later this month the comedy

series will feature two improv

groups battling for audience

laughs in a comedy competition

coined the Comedy Smackdown.

The San Francisco-based improv

troupe Crisis Hopkins, which in-

cludes THT’s Technical Director

Chris Hayes, will take on the in-

ternationally famous group Com-

edySportz to see who gets the

last and loudest laughs. 

     

Then in May, THT will have

the hugely popular Beatles Trib-

ute band, The Sun Kings, per-

forming. The Sun Kings kicked

off the music concert series last

spring and are expected to once

again play to a sell out crowd.

     

The music series is the brain-

child of Lafayette resident Tom

Stack. After working with and

for Grateful Dead Productions

for twenty years, Stack had re-

tired from the industry to the

more sedate life of the Lamor-

inda suburbs, but he missed see-

ing and hearing great live music. 

     

“We have 185 acoustically-

perfect seats in a local, easily ac-

cessible theater,” says Stack,

“We have what it takes to make

it easy to see cool, live music” In

2007, he coordinated a wildly

successful tribute concert at THT

for Grateful Dead keyboardist

Brent Mydland, who lived in

Lafayette until his death in 1990.

Following the success of that

concert, Stack joined the THT

Board, and the music series was

launched. The musical groups

featured so far have been cover

band acts, which Stack acknowl-

edges makes the music accessi-

ble, but he hopes to soon add

up-and-coming local bands to the

mix. “No bridge, no tunnel, no

freeway—that’s our tagline,”

says Stack. “We want to make

this a local music scene.”

     

THT still remains grounded

in its dramatic roots. The fourth

and final main stage production

of the 2010-2011 season will be

Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night,
which will run throughout June.

It has been a while since THT

has performed the Bard; Wors-

ley, who has a decade-long rela-

tionship with Cal Shakes, and the

play’s director, Soren Oliver,

have been planning a perform-

ance of this comedy for years.

“Twelfth Night is known as the

perfect comedy,” says Worsley,

“It’s a delightful play and a great

way to bring Shakespeare to our

community.”

     

“Our focus is to reach our

neighbors,” says Worsley, and he

believes drama, laughter, and

music are all great ways to

achieve this goal. “People love

this venue, and it works well for

a variety of events. This is an ex-

tension of our mission to serve as

a social and cultural gathering

place for the community.”

Next up in THT’s Comedy
and Music Series
Comedy Smackdown
Saturday, March 26th, 8:00 pm

The Sun Kings
Saturday, May 7th, 7:00 pm

Tickets available for both
events at www.thtc.org or
by calling (925) 283-1557.

Women of  the Year
By Cathy Tyson

Local Winners of the Woman of the Year – Edy Schwartz, Assemblymember Skinner and Ann Appert.  
Amy Worth was unable to attend.  Photo courtesy Clayton J. Mitchell

MORAGA VALLEY POOL

EST. 1958

• 25 yd long, six lane swimming pool with diving 

board and shallow play  area

• Baby pool with seating and umbrellas

• Summer rec swim team, the “Marlins”

• Year-round tennis program, led by pro Scott 

Borowiak, on four courts (two lighted)

Email membership@moragavalleypool.org for more info.




