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The App Rap

By Eric Pawlakos

Price: Free
Developer:

For:

GasBuddy - Find Cheap Gas

GasBuddy.com
Android and iPhone

With gasoline prices on the
rise, GasBuddy is a free app
that will appeal to both parents and
teenagers alike. It not only locates gas
stations wherever you are, it also finds
the least expensive gas. This app is re-
markably simple to use. Once you
open the menu you simply press ‘find
gas near me.” After a quick search,
GasBuddy loads all the gas stations
nearest to you. This can be very useful
if you are traveling and getting low on
gas. Bobby Taylor, a student at Mira-
monte, commented, “GasBuddy has
helped me find gas stations whenever
I go to visit colleges, friends or need
to travel for extracurricular activities.”
In addition, the app gives you the op-
tions to sort the stations by price, dis-
tance from you, and type of fuel.
Once you click on a particular gas sta-
tion, accurate directions are quickly
loaded.

Testing this app in the Lamorinda
area showed some differing prices for

regular unleaded. For example, in the
Moraga area, Lamorinda Gasoline’s
price of $3.95/gal is 14 cents cheaper
than Chevron’s $4.09. Lafayette’s ‘76
is also at $4.09. Depending on how
often and how much you fill up, this
free app could save you a nice little
chunk of change. Douglas McKinley
said this is a “cool and easy way to
save some money.”

)

Eric Pawlakos is a junior at Mira-
monte High School. When not at school
he can be found playing rugby with
Lamorinda Rugby, or learning guitar.

Kereh Katzman PACIFIC

UNION

INTERNATIONAL

CHRISTIE’S
GREAT ESTATES*

Moraga Resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate for over 25 years.
Call Keith for your real estate needs!

kkatzman@pacunion.com www.pacunion.com

A Member Of Real Living

Garden nghTS landscape &

pool development inc.

Garden Lights is an Award Winning
Landscape Design-Build Firm
Offering Servicesin...

* Landscape Design & Installation
Planting - Masonry - Concrete - Carpentry

* Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
* Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
¢ Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797

Free Consultations

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING

925-258-9233
CELL: 510-847-6160

LANDSCAPE CoO.

BLUE JAY FELDMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM

LICENSED
INSURED
Lic# 818633

CLCA
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I'm All Ears

olstoy the dog listens while

Roxanne reads "Airy Fairy"
during Animal Rescue Founda-
tion's "All Ears Reading" at Mor-
aga library.

Photo Cathy Dausman

The program offers children
grades 1-5 the opportunity to read
to an ARF dog. All Ears Reading
runs through June. Reading time is
3:30 or 4 p.m. C. Dausman

McDonnell \@ Nursery

family owned since 1933

Trees « Shrubs - Vines - Annuals « Perennials
Vegetables - Containers - Statuary & Fountains
Indoor Plants - Decorative Items

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

Araim Discusses Islam in
America with Lafayette

Rotary

... continued from page C1

Since 9/11, Araim has been in-
vited by numerous groups to come
and speak about Islam. He said that
over 50 churches, some hospitals and
many colleges in the Bay Area have
invited him. Dignified and eloquent,
Araim is an adept of interfaith dia-
logue and his goals are to share with
his audience the roots of his faith,
bringing out what they have in com-
mon, leading to an audience under-
standing that American Muslims are
no different from themselves.

“Christians, Jews and Muslims
believe in the same God,” he says,
“the difference is the way we receive
the guidance through Qur’an.” He
explained that to be a Muslim is to
submit to the will of God expressed
in the Qur’an. He told the story of
how the sacred book was revealed to
Muhammad verbally through the
angel Gabriel over a period of ap-
proximately twenty-three years. He
listed the five pillars of Islam, insist-
ing that it is the duty of a Muslim to
give back to the community since
wealth is considered a gift of God.
His most important message, on
Thursday, was that Muslims living in
this country pledge to abide by
American law. He tried to dispel
misunderstandings. “In this country
the word ‘Jihad’ evokes someone
with a sword,” he said, “Jihad means
the struggle to control, especially the
evil within the self, or self-defense.
In America, this is done through the
law; violence is not an option.

For him, the violence that has
erupted in some Muslim countries
and led misguided youth to acts of

violence is the result of socio-eco-
nomic or politic problems. “How do
you interpret what is happening right
now in the Middle East, this quest
for democracy that is breaking out?”
asked Rotarian Dick Holt.

“All these countries could be in
favor of democracy,” answered
Araim, “but because of tribalism
they have suffered dictatorships. But
now people can communicate with
others through the internet and cir-
cumvent government’s control.
They know what is happening in
other parts of the world, they see that
their rulers are corrupt, and out of
desperation they face the oppression
of their regimes.” He added that he
thinks that the Muslims in Egypt
would welcome a secular state.

Dan Baker asked how Araim’s
wife would like to live in some parts
of the Muslim world where women
are oppressed. “Islam should not op-
press women,” he answered, “it is
important to distinguish between
tribalism and religion. Qu’ran says
to protect women, not oppress
them.”

The general theme Lafayette Ro-
tary’s speaker series is ‘“Building
Communities.”

After the meeting was over, the
Rotarians continued to discuss that
day’s topic passionately.  “He
(Araim) is well-integrated into
America, but he didn’t address what
happens on the other side of the bor-
der,” said Mo Levitch, while another
Rotarian added that the conditions of
women in Islamic countries had not
been discussed sufficiently.

Spin to Win
during 5A’s“March Madness”

no pl‘.ll‘l.'h..'i ¢ Necessdary
just come into 5A Moraga
until March 30®, spin the
wheel and try your
LUCK!

GRAND PRIZES

0
0

Partial list of prizes:

$10 Safeway cards

$25 Gas cards

$5 or $10 Starbucks cards
1 GB Flash drive

Pair of tickets for 3/29
A's vs: Giants Exhibition
game plus Fan Appreciation!

Apple iPad

Amazon Kindle

Your name will

be entered to win
one of our Grand
Prizes, drawing on
March 31st,

Everybody’s a winner ~ come in today and
don’t miss your opportunity at 5A!

Prizes are limited in some categories, call your 5A Managers for
all the details and to receive the Spin to Win,

o S C— | "Wheel of Luck” rules.
__,_/‘ EI:.‘E = Must be 18 or older to spin.
: ' ‘ AAAAA
RENTSPACE

--‘ Store It Yourself & Save I-_
925-631-7000
WWW.SASPACE.COM

Maore information, rules and guidelines can alvo be found on 54" website af www. SAspace.com






