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Moraga

Civic News
Public Meetings

Town Council
Wednesday, April 13, 7:00 pm

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission
Monday, April 4, 7:30 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd

Design Review
Monday, April 11, 7:00 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd

Liaison

Friday, April 8, 8:00 am

Fire Station, 1280 Moraga Way
Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

Town of Moraga:
WWW.moraga.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:

www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

” 925-377-0977

What is Your Home Worth?

( etting a client's home sold for the best price in the shortest

- JuLie BARLIER
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amount of time is a top priority for me. Call today for a free
market analysis and consultation, and find out the value of
your home in today's market.

Complimentary Staging With Your Listing

Fmiroapr®re iy Rawalli

(925) 588-4300

www. JulieBarlier.com

Wednesday, March 30, 2011

Julie Barlier
jbarlier@rockcliff.com
DRE#01829339

Police Report

Indecent Exposure, 3/23 A 22-
year-old Saint Mary’s College stu-
dent was arrested for allegedly
exposing himself to two five-year-
old children while he was working
in the child care center at 24 Hour
Fitness. He was booked into the
Martinez Detention Facility. Resi-
dents with additional information
are encouraged to call Lt. Jeff Price
at (925) 888-7049.

Full circle karma, 3/21/11 On Mon-
day of last week, this reporter was
walking her dog down a quiet resi-
dential street when she spotted a
visa card in the gutter. Hmmm -
rather unusual. After asking neigh-
bors and fellow dog walkers to no
avail about ownership, [ dropped it
off at the police department. On the
same day, my son, home from col-
lege on spring break lost his wallet.
Just a couple of days later, a young
man and his dad found the wallet
on the street near Campo with cash,
drivers license and debit card and
came by our house to drop it off.
Thanks again, Henry!

Kids with booze, 3/19/11 Cops ob-
served four juveniles running away
from the back of the Rheem Center
and possibly leaving a bottle of
Captain Morgan rum on the
ground. The foursome was later
found inside of Burger King, where
none of the kids admitted that the
booze was theirs. However an
empty bottle of Malibu Rum and a
homemade “bong” was found in-
side of one of the kid’s backpacks.
Parents were called and kids were
picked up.

D.U.L, 3/17/11 Just after midnight
cops pulled over a car for failing to
signal when turning onto Rimer
Driver from Camino Pablo. The
45-year-old, who clearly should
have known better, had an open
bottle of beer in his lap. “You
caught me drinking one,” he said.
Surprise, surprise - he showed ob-
jective signs of alcohol intoxica-
tion. Turns out he had a suspended
driver’s license for a prior D.U.L

Teenager scammed, 3/10/11 A 17-
year-old reported that he was look-
ing for a used Apple laptop and
found a willing seller in the United
Kingdom. The young man sent
$500 as requested but the product
was never delivered.

Speeding teenager, 3/10/11 It was
just before 8:00 a.m. when a 16-
year-old was pulled over for speed-
ing on Calle La Mesa. Possibly late
for school? She was issued a cita-
tion and was offered the option of
participating in the Moraga Police
Department’s Juvenile Diversion
Program, Start Smart, in lieu of the
citation. Way cheaper insurance
with the S.S. option. In addition,
she will be contributing several
hours to community service.

Moraga Bans Outdoor Pot Plants

By Sophie Braccini

he Moraga Town Council re-

cently acted to ban medical
marijuana dispensaries in town. While
the issue was on the table, Police Chief
Robert Priebe suggested adding a re-
lated ban. “Marijuana plants when
grown outdoors, especially as they
mature prior to harvest, often produce
a strong, distinctive odor that can be
detectable and offensive beyond the
border of the property on which it is
grown,” said the Chief.

A resolution that not only bans
dispensaries but also prohibits the out-
door cultivation of marijuana was ap-
proved by the Council on March 23.

Since the State passed the Com-
passionate Use Act of 1996 (which
became the Medical Marijuana Pro-
gram in 2004), individuals that have
a Medical Marijuana Identification
Card could not be asked by police to
pull their home-grown supply. How-
ever, the legislation permits local ju-
risdictions to regulate against
additional criminal activities. On that
basis, many cities have passed ordi-
nances prohibiting not only marijuana
distribution facilities, but also the cul-

tivation of the plant.

“We will not be patrolling looking
for violations,” said Priebe. “If we
come across a violation during the
normal course of business, or if we re-
ceive a complaint, we will act.”

During its pre-examination of the
ordinance the Planning Commission
raised concerns about the indoor cul-
tivation of marijuana, suggesting that
could have adverse impacts on neigh-
boring properties in the same way as
outdoor cultivation — especially re-
lated to vented release of odors and
possible criminal activity. Priebe did
not support that position. “My com-
ments on the marijuana ordinance
dealt with my reluctance to get into a
situation where the Town has to in-
spect and monitor residential ventila-
tion systems,” said the Chief, “That is
actually a code enforcement issue, not
a police issue.”

In addition, the Planning Com-
mission expressed concern about the
exclusion of criminal penalties as an
enforcement option. That option was
examined by the Council as well, but
the Town Attorney did not recom-

mend that path because other cities
that passed such terms have been
challenged in court for consistency
with the two State laws on medical
marijuana. However, Moraga’s ordi-
nance does include a provision that al-
lows the Town to recover the cost of
enforcing the ordinance, including but
not limited to staff time and expenses.

The Council voted unanimously
in favor of the ordinance, although
Council Member Howard Harpham
noted, “It grieves me that we can’{
protect our children,” he said, “with
great misgiving I’'m going to reluc-
tantly say yes, and I am outraged at
the complicity of the medical profes-
sion in this issue.”

Moraga Police on the Cheap

Moraga Police Chief Robert Priebe recently announced that the Moraga
Police Departmentis #1 in Contra Costa County as far as cost per capita
is concerned. In Moraga, residents pay $122.61 per person for their po-
lice services; the cost is $164 in Clayton, $223 in Orinda and $416 in
Kensington, among others. “What people do not get as a result of our
budget are specialty items like a K-9 officer, a dedicated traffic officer,
or a school resource officer,’said the Chief, “Also, because our staffing is
minimal, we can't always provide a dedicated detective position. We
make our equipment last longer than most agencies and are always
aware of costs and looking for efficiencies. We are still providing the
services we always have, but cutbacks have required that our manage-
ment staff, me and the lieutenant, have to do work previously handled
by civilians in addition to our regular duties.” Priebe believes that the
main reason why his department’s cost per capita is the lowest in the
county is the very low retirement and benefits cost as compared to the
other agencies. “That, along with our willingness to share responsibili-
ties and an unorthodox approach to police management allows us to
maintain full services at a lower cost,” he concluded.
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Hacienda Foundation Receives Champion of the
Community Award

By Sophie Braccini
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Jay Ingram, Hacienda Foundation VP Sharon Metcalf, President Claire Roth,
and past president Judy Dinkle in the recently renovated Ladies’ Lounge at

the Hacienda de las Flores.

Photo Sophie Braccini

MORAGA
PARKS & RECREATION

T 925-888-7045 « www.moraga.ca.us
Look for your Summer Activity

Guide week of April 11th
Camps, classes and
events for all ages!

RecycleBank®

GET REWARDED FOR RECYCLING!

Call 888.727.2978 today to get started.

For More
Information Visit

www.wastediversion.org

&

CENTRAL CONTRA COSTA
SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY
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Pet food, Steel, Tin cans
Buckets without handles
Gift wrap (non-metallic)
Telephone books

Detergent bottles

Baby wipe containers
Envelopes with metal clasps
CRV beverage containers
(soda, water, juice)
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Accepted recydable items  Junk mail

Cardboard, Boxes, packages Magazines
Carbonless paper Manila folders
Paper towel & toilet paper Tubes
Newspapers and inserts Jars

Salad dressing bottles (rinsed) ~ Post-its
Aluminum foil (clean) Office paper
Aluminum pie plates Paper bags
Tissue paper (gift type) Milk jugs

Prescription bottles (empty)
Envelopes (plastic windows OK)
Shredded paper (in a paper bag)

Shampoo & conditioner bottles

Food cans (clean)
Detergent boxes

laire Roth was caught com-

pletely off-guard when she was
told she was going to Sacramento on
March 11 to receive the Champion of
the Community Award on behalf of
the Hacienda Foundation. Roth, the
Foundation’s president, was not
aware that Moraga Parks and Recre-
ation Director Jay Ingram nominated
the Foundation to the California Park
& Recreation Society (CPRS). As for
Ingram, he thought that the Moraga
non-profit would compete with par-
ties coming from same-size jurisdic-
tions, and he was pleasantly surprised
to hear the Foundation won one of
only 10 awards given in the state re-
gardless of size.

Founded in 1946, CPRS is a non-
profit, professional and public interest
organization with more than 4,000
members. The Champion of the Com-
munity Award goes to an individual,
agency, community organization,
foundation, business or educational in-
stitution chosen based upon their sig-
nificant efforts to influence and
improve the quality of their commu-
nity through parks, recreation and
community services. “The Hacienda
Foundation of Moraga brought com-

Household cleaning containers (empty)

Glass (Rinsed; all colors; lids, caps OK)

Egg cartons (paper only; no Styrofoam)

(atalogs Food containers (no Styrofoam)
Bottles Tub containers (yogurt, cottage
Water jugs cheese, margarine, #1-#7)

Metal Plastic (Containers only; empty;
Cookie sheets rinsed; with chasing arrows #51-5
Petfood bags  &7; lids, caps OK)

Bleach hottles
Aluminum cans
Lids and caps

... and many more
please check our website

munity-wide events back to the Ha-
cienda, truly creating community,”
said Ingram, “To observe a small board
of dedicated individuals that do so
much for the community has been a
true joy.” Ingram said that in 20 years
in the profession he has never seen
such a dedicated and creative group.

The Hacienda Foundation was
created in 2006, but saw its operations
really take off in 2009. Its mission is
to “Enhance, Protect and Preserve the
Hacienda de las Flores.” Ingram be-
lieves the Foundation has made a real
difference in the town’s perception of
the Hacienda. “The building was al-
ways considered the jewel of the
community,” he says, “but it was too
much of a ‘hidden jewel.” Many res-
idents didn’t know it existed, or where
it was, and they never came here.”

Ingram recalls that at the last
Breakfast with Santa, organized by
Parks and Rec, he heard a father en-
ticing his kids out of the car on the
cold winter morning, “You know this
place,” said the father, “it’s where we
come for Cinco de Mayo and Okto-
berfest.” Right then, Ingram knew
that the Foundation was fulfilling its
mission and making the Hacienda a
real community center.

To support the yearly events that
attract hundreds to the grounds of the
Hacienda and have become Lamorinda
traditions, the Foundation mustered
hundreds of volunteers. The 12-mem-
ber Board also took charge of major
renovations to the public property.

Using labor provided by the Mor-
aga Valley Kiwanis Club, the Foun-
dation renovated most of the lower
level of the community center, includ-
ing the Dance Room, Fireside Room,
and Ladies Lounge (where brides pre-
pare for their special day.)

As the Foundation starts prepar-
ing for the next Cinco de Mayo, new
renovation projects are getting under-
way to the unisex bathroom, the
floors throughout the ground floor,
and La Sala.

Other improvements are needed
for the facility — some of them are of
very large scale, such as a drainage
upgrade to the grounds around the
Pavilion which is needed to fully de-
velop the potential of that elegant
building. The area that once served
as the Town’s corporation yard has
been vacated; it offers direct access to
Moraga Road and will be fitted out as
an overflow parking lot.

With so much to do, the Hacienda
Foundation is continuously on the
lookout for help. For more informa-
tion, go to haciendafoundation.org.





