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More Parking at the Commons: How and with what Money?

By Sophie Braccini

‘, [ Ll ™ marily serve the skate park that was
. ek ¢ - . ¢ Dbuilt with, and is jointly maintained
% - p i oy by, Lafayette and Orinda the cost

would be shared by the three juris-
dictions.

r / “Two months ago we asked the
= two cities for their positions,” stated
Jill Keimach, Moraga Town Man-

L - ager. “They both indicated that they

were in the middle of a budget cycle
and had already made cuts. They
asked that we come back with a
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final plan before July.” Keimach
recommended that after the Council
decided on a final plan, no more
staff time be spent on this project
until Lafayette and Orinda make
their decisions. Estimated construc-
tion costs are $254,000; Moraga
would pay half (because the parking
would also serve special events),
using Quimby Act Park Develop-
ment Impact Fees.

... continued on page A8
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Town map of a new parking area
J ohn Haffner and David Kruegel
agree on at least one issue: there
is not enough parking at the Com-
mons. The Parks and Recreation
Commissioner and the President of
the Friends of the Moraga Library,
respectively, both asked for creative
solutions during the Moraga Town
Council meeting on March 23rd.

The occasion was a presentation by
Town Engineer and Public Works
Director Jill Mercurio of a plan to
construct parking stalls along Mor-
aga Road by the skate park. Mercu-
rio sought direction on a conceptual
design from the Council, so she
could go back to the cities of
Lafayette and Orinda, which will
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each be asked to contribute 25% of
the cost.

Right now there are about 14
parking spaces in the dirt between
the road and the park. The new plan
proposes 29 spaces, at an angle with
Moraga Road, with an eight-foot
planting strip providing a visual
shield. Since the parking would pri-
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Did you know... In the Northridge
quake, half the fires could have been
prevented with automatic earth-
quake-activated gas shutoff valves.
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with your smoke alarms.
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Moraga Still Seeking Volunteers

By Sophie Braccini

oraga’s Traffic and Safety
dvisory Committee
(TSAC) and the Audit and Finance
Committee (AFC) still have one
empty chair each. The Town of Mor-
aga relies heavily on volunteers for
many functions to keep its expense

per capita the lowest in the area.
TSAC meets once a month to
examine traffic issues, and interact

with residents that want safety-re-
lated concerns to be addressed. After
considering all aspects of a question,
with the help of staff and whatever
experts are needed, the committee
makes recommendations to the
Town Council.

AFC meets five times a year to
conduct independent review and
oversight of the financial activities of

the Town. This committee is charged
with the responsibility of evaluating
the independent auditor, reviewing
operating and capital budgets, over-
seeing the reporting process, internal
controls and financial planning.
The positions will remain open
until filled. Visit the Town’s web-
site  for more information,
WWW.moraga.ca.us.
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1170 Upper Happy Valley, Lafayette

This New England-style home accommodates
daily living, indoor and outdoor entertaining.
Beautifully crafted & totally rebuilt, with 3300+/-
sf on a private, gated 0.48+/- acre lot, this home is
meticulously landscaped with a level lawn,
putting green, children's play area & two outdoor
patios. Wonderful floor plan, master suite, 3
spacious bedrooms, plus a 5th bedroom/office.
$1,725,000 Lisa Brydon & Kiristi Ives

176 Crestview, Orinda

This custom, 2-story home resides on a
beautifully landscaped 1+/-acre lot. The yard is
soccer-sized, open, and showcases the amazing
panoramic views. Inside the 4400+/-sf home you'll
find 4bd/5.5ba plus an office, and custom finishes
throughout, including beautiful millwork and
cabinetry, natural stone, and Brazilian Teak floors.
Orinda schools. What more could you ask for?

$2,445,000 Alan Marks

712 Ironbark Court, Orinda

This sophisticated Orindawoods home is located
on a cul-de-sac and close to the greenbelt. It has
been graciously updated and is beautifully light
and bright with oak trees in the yard. 3bd/2.5ba
and an easy layout for everyone. Pool, tennis
courts and Bart shuttle all included in HOA's.
Great schools! Great location! Great price!

$1,175,000 Debra Trevarthen

1266 Sunrise Ridge, Lafayette

Experience the serenity of this contemporary
Mediterranean beauty nestled in the hills of
Lafayette. Panoramic views of the hills and
Briones Park, a wonderfully flowing floor plan
with 4 bedrooms, den and bonus room and a
cul-de-sac location make this a very special
property. The lot is private with a flat backyard
and is landscaped to perfection.

$1,269,000 Bill Finnegan

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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