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e Remodels

e Additions

e Custom Homes
¢ Kitchens

e Baths

FREE Professional Design Consulation
Client-focused quality, value
engineering and responsive delivery.

Just ask our clients!

Call 925-323-6582
email: nlgionet@Ilga-db.com www.lga-db.com
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Thank-you for 23 years of clean.

Total Clean 376-1004

For your home.
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BMW Concord
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Is a Reverse Mortgage Right for You?

¢ Retirement Income | Government Insured | No payments
¢ Tax free proceeds | Pay off debt | Estate Planning

¢ Pay off existing mortgage | No income or credit documentation
¢ Limited time $0 origination fee - $6,000 savings

¢ Call for additional advantages and our free brochure!

Call today to see how much you can qualify for and additional details!

Home equity is required. Equal Housing Lender. CA Dept of Real Estate License #01218426
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Cell Tower in a Bell Tower Conundrum

... continued from page A2

In order to lengthen the bell
tower to accommodate their an-
tennas, T-Mobile needs a land use
permit and a variance for the
height increase. Although histor-
ically height restrictions, espe-
cially in the downtown, have
been a lightning rod of contro-
versy, height limitations do not
apply to belfries.

The old adage - where you
stand depends upon where you sit
— became clear as three distinct
factions arose. Reverend John
Sutton of St. Anselm’s supports
the project, “We have seen a
downturn in pledges — this would
help us a great deal,” he stated.
Other church members came for-
ward to illustrate the good works
that the church performs along
with supporting a number of
charities.

Neighbors in the Michael
Lane Homeowners Association
were less than thrilled, citing
“significant aesthetic impacts,”
said Abby Fateman, “we are los-
ing views and losing property
value.” In their opinion, the
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tower is already very prominent
and there is concern about nega-
tive health impacts associated
with cell towers, along with the
perception that health fears neg-
atively impact property values.
Adding to the debate, the
Michael Lane Homeowners As-
sociation wants T-Mobile to con-
tribute to a traffic calming project
along Michael Lane as a means
to offset project impacts. Plan-
ning Commissioners did not see

a “nexus” or connection between |

the two.

A T-Mobile representative
pointed out the benefits to the
city - notably improved wireless
coverage, and keeping a finan-
cially viable church in the com-
munity to continue serving its
flock. She described a willing-
ness to address potential health
concerns with regular compli-
ance reports to the FCC and po-
tential increased seismic safety,
that the building Inspection De-
partment may require to increase
the height.

While church supporters and
neighborhood residents are free
to express all of their concerns,
the Planning Commission is
barred from taking into account
monetary or heath impacts of the
proposal when making a deci-
sion. The FCC regulates
telecommunications facilities and
their emissions — this factor is not
within the jurisdiction of the
Planning Commission.

Still, scale and proportion of
the tower were issues. Calling it
a “rectangular silo — no offense to
the church,” Commissioner Rick
Humann was in favor of sending
the project to the Design Review
Commission for it to address cos-
metic issues, adding that this
might ease neighbors’ concerns.
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Commissioner Mark Mitchell
agreed, noting a “need to fine-
tune the aesthetics.”

Although a final decision was
slated for last week’s meeting,
Commissioners voted to send the
project to the Design Review
Committee. After the project
passes muster with Design Re-
view it will come back to the
Planning Commission for final
action.

Ultimate approval will de-
pend on a majority of Planning
Commissioners. Two clearly ex-
pressed their point of view,
“Ditch the industrial look to be
satisfactory,” suggested Vice
Chair Jeanne Ateljevich. Com-
missioner Chastain was also
doubtful, “I don’t have faith that
the DRC can make it better.”

More Parking at the
Commons: How and with

what Money?

.. continued from page AS

Some safety questions were
raised at the hearing. “There are
concerns with public access and
public safety,” said Haffner, who
asked the Council to consider
other parking areas. Left turns
from the existing parking area
are prohibited; the new plan
could allow them.

Ellen Beans, of the Moraga
Citizens Network, suggested that
the bike lane be eliminated along
the parking area, as a safer alter-
nate bike path already exits in-
side the park, for north-bound
bike traffic. Chief of Police
Priebe called the idea brilliant.
He was not opposed to authoriz-
ing left turns with the new park-

ing configuration.

“The Park’s Master Plan calls
for 201 parking spots,” said
Kruegel, “there are 38 available
in the Park today, and no addi-
tional parking for the Commons
was planned when the Town
adopted the Moraga Center Spe-
cific Plan. We urge you to ap-
prove these.”

“Parking at the Commons is
a big problem, we need to chip
away at this problem whenever
we can,” said Council Member
Mike Metcalf. The Council
asked staff to present the plan (as
shown) to Orinda and Lafayette
and come back with their re-
sponses.





