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By Cathy Tyson

It’s a New reservoir on reservoir
property, although it looks like the
world’s largest cake pan. Tucked
back in the trees and off to the side of
the Lafayette Reservoir Recreation
Area is the partially finished Highland
Reservoir Project. Workers are mak-
ing steady progress on the new reser-
voir to increase water supply and
stabilize service pressure for water
customers in Lafayette and beyond.
The massive 2.7 million gallon
storage tank will connect to the
Lafayette Water Treatment Plant
across Mt. Diablo Boulevard. For
those who want a closer look, the best

Crews working on the partially completed Higland Reservoir last week.
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Highland Reservoir
Construction Moving Forward

Photo C. Tyson
place to start is to scan the west side
of property from the parking lot and
head for the big crane on the hill ac-
cessible via the rim trail. Hint— it be-
gins at the fish cleaning table to the
right of the parking lot bathrooms.

“The project is going very well”
said Nora Harlow of the East Bay
Municipal Utility District. “The walls
and roof are on target to be complete
in mid-May.” Work still needs to be
done on the electrical, valves and the
pipes that will connect to the treat-
ment plant. The project is expected
to be complete in November of this
year.

Commission Seeks to
Clarity Parking Goals

By Cathy Tyson

Aithough a report was issued in
anuary of this year that out-
lined the current parking situation,
Parking for the Downtown Core, the
Planning Commission directed staff
to work with the Chamber of Com-
merce to find more specific action ori-
ented recommendations. Although
the Parking Inventory Report, Park-
ing Occupancy Survey and Parking
Demand Assessment quantified the
parking situation, they didn’t provide
any creative solutions.

The reports concluded that the
problem is not how much parking the
downtown core contains (over 5400
spots); it's where the parking is lo-
cated, how accessible it is and how
it’s regulated. Cooperation of down-
town property owners and businesses
is critical to remedy the situation.

Jay Lifson, Executive Director
of the Chamber, summed up the task,
“Convince property owners that cre-
ating more convenient parking for
their customers puts money in their
pockets.”

The number one recommenda-
tion in the short term is to increase the
supply of public off street parking.
The City purchased a small lot across
from Lafayette Elementary School on
Moraga Road; this lot provides forty
spaces now, and an additional ten
when the medical building on the
property disappears. Preliminary
steps are also being taken to purchase
a lot near the Trader Joe’s in the

Happy Valley Shopping Center, ar-
guably the worst parking lot in town,
in order to accommodate employee
parking and open up spaces to cus-
tomers of the businesses there.

Also suggested: a cohesive
parking arrangement for the center
and enforcing a consistent time limit
to dissuade BART parkers and shop
employees. In the Shield block, City
staff wants to work with owners of
adjacent properties to connect their
parking lots for better access and traf-
fic flow.

In the long term the plan is to
work with banks and similar busi-
nesses to allow after hours public
usage of their parking lots. Already
the Mercantile building allows park-
ing on weekday evenings and all day
on weekends.

“Each of the ideas from staff
have merit, but what ‘carrots’ do we
have?” asked Planning Commis-
sioner Karen Maggio. Given a lim-
ited city budget, incentives will have
to be creative.

Approximately twelve to fif-
teen years ago the City spoke with
merchants at the Happy Valley shop-
ping center said Niroop Srivatsa,
Planning and Building Services Man-
ager, and even paid for an engineer to
draw up a new striped parking con-
figuration. At that time they weren’t
interested, but perhaps the situation
has gotten so bad they’re open to dis-
cussion.
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KEITH KATZMAN
Knows Moraga Real Estate

925.376.7776
kkatzman@pacunion.com

VISIT WWW.PACUNION.COM TO SEARCH PROPERTIES & GET EMAIL ALERTS!

NEW LISTING! PENDING! SOLD!
3 Roberts Court 2091 Ascot Drive #127 1090 Larch Avenue
4BR/2.5BA, 2162+ Sq. Fi. 2BR/2BA, 1144+ Sq. Ft. 4BR/3BA, 2737+ Sq. Ft.

Offered at $919,000 Offered at $219,900 Offered at $949,500

SOLD!
1056 Larch Avenue
3BR/2BA, 1936+ Sq. Ft.
Offered at $695,000

SOLD!
1295 Rimer Drive
4BR/2BA, 2140+ Sqg. Ft.
Offered at $799,000

SOLD!
39 Buckingham Drive
4BR/2BA, 1840+ Sqg. Ft.
Offered at $754,500

PACIFIC

Moraga Resident since 1966. UNION
Successfully selling real estate for over 25 years.  |[CHRISTIES
CREAT ESTATES'

A Member Of Real Living

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
E xXCe 1 l e nt C are help maintain independence and
enhance our client’s quality of life
AT HOME on a daily basis.
ij_t:-erE.‘Elepm_we . Fully bqnded and insured
: « Geriatric care management
i « Hourly care
At All Times... « Live-in care
3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette o Tr an.sp or tatloln to and from
(beside Trader Joe’s) me.dlcgl app01r}tments
www.excellentcareathome.com  Medication reminders

Thark you
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Celebratlng our 8 Anmversary

Free-In-Home Estimates

925-209-7001

P.O.Box 365
Moraga, CA 94556

Oftering Complete
Systems, Upgrades &

Universal Remote Solutions
Proudly Serving The Lamorinda
Community Since 2002

SALE!

25% OFF
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# 35063 Luxury Lift

25% OFF

# 35089 Satin Edge®

25% OFF

# 35040 sSignature Support

25% OFF

Selected

Miss Elaine

Seersucker Robes
Long and Short

25% OFF

Boy Short Pa

Thongs, Bikinis &

Y 75% OFF

Selected
Bras & Briefs
U

75% OFF

All Clearance

i
e Sleepwear & Robes

~19% OFF

Plaza Center

(925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261

9 Bay Area Stores to serve you!
LAFAYETTE DANVILLE MONTCLAIR

Town and Country

6211 Medau PI. Oakland
(510) 339-2210

VK aulou’s

ORINDA  MORAGA WALNUT CREEK

Village Square Moraga Center Countrywood Center
(925) 254-3448 (925) 376-7252 (925) 935-9300

CONCORD SONOMA NAPA

Vineyard Center Marketplace Center ~ Napa Town Center
(925) 827-0330 (707) 996-4465 (707) 255-9375






