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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.comCA Lic

929641

Family-owned and
serving Lamorinda

since 1993

LeapFrog Plumbing
April is Earthquake 
Preparedness Month.
Plan, prepare, protect!
Did you know…In the Northridge
quake, half the fires could have been
prevented with automatic earth­
quake­activated gas shutoff valves.
Consider them basic equipment along
with your smoke alarms.

We Hop To It!

$50 off
Earthquake‐activated

gas shutoff valves*

Head Frog 
Mo Williams

$25 off
Water heater

earthquake strapping*

$89 Earthquake 

Safety Check or your

plumbing systems

*Coupons may be combined! Exp. 5/15/11 

Lic # 195560

DRIVEWAY NEED REPAIRING?
Call the
Resurfacing Experts!

QUALITY  •  INTEGRITY  •  EXPERT WORKMANSHIP

LUCAS PAVING, INC.
925-283-8027

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Driveways
Private Roads

Tennis & Sports Courts
Parking Lots 
Seal Coating

ADA Ramps & Stalls

Editor:

There is nothing more reflective of a community’s so-

cial fabric than its level of commitment to education.

Seldom is a city viewed as a desirable life destination

without a vibrant public education system as a valued

resource.  Dynamic communities and high-perform-

ing school systems are truly inter-dependent social in-

stitutions.

During my seven years with the Acalanes Union High

School District, I have been blessed to work with a

community that cares about public education.  The ex-

emplary dedication of the Lafayette School District’s

educational community has greatly enhanced the abil-

ity of AUHSD to assist our students in attaining their

post-secondary education goals.  The academic, co-

curricular, and societal achievements routinely

demonstrated by graduates of the schools of Lafayette

are truly a combined effort of two districts dedicated

to the life-long success of students.

Due to the political stalemate in California, many

communities such as Lafayette must now decide

whether they wish to have the career paths of students

left to compromised funding agreements based on

mediocrity as the norm.  Without a doubt, these are

troubling financial times.  It is at times like these that

communities really demonstrate what they value most.  

There is never a great time to ask people to contribute

more of their personal income to any cause.  How-

ever, an investment via Measure B will continue the

success story of the Lafayette School District and help

maintain the character of Lafayette.  Now is not the

time to rely upon judgments in Sacramento to direct

the paths of our students.

John Stockton

AUHSD

Editor:

I have been a member of the Lafayette Elementary

School District Governing Board since 1995.

Throughout the Measure B campaign I have heard

people say “not another tax”. While I understand this

response, I can honestly say that in all my sixteen

years on the governing board I have never seen a

worse fiscal situation for the school district. Due to

state cuts to our district budget, we have cut adminis-

tration to the bone. We have raised class size to its

highest levels since I began serving on the board. We

have shortened the school year and cut back on music

and science programs. Salaries for all employees have

been cut. All of these cuts impact the education of our

children.

I don’t think anyone wants another tax, but I also

don’t think the people of Lafayette want to see our

schools fall into mediocrity. Presently we have

schools with some of the highest test scores in the

state. More than that, we have created an environment

that nurtures the whole child, with an emphasis on

challenging every child to work to his or her highest

potential. We teach students how to be critical

thinkers. We have an award-winning music program.

Working together with our education foundation, we

provide hands on science and art education to every

child. 

Do any of us want another parcel tax? No, but these

are the things the children stand to lose if the parcel

tax fails.  Please vote yes on Measure B.

Shayne Silva 

Editor:

One of the main reasons that our family moved to

Lafayette from Berkeley was for the excellent

schools. We greatly value the importance that this

community places on high quality educational pro-

grams that include music, language, arts and extracur-

ricular activities. We feel fortunate to live amongst

other parents who contribute as much time, energy

and resources to the schools as ours do.

As Lafayette restaurant owners, we also recognize

and appreciate the fact that good schools contribute

to a strong local economy.  Without the support of

people in this community, businesses here would fail,

as many in the nation and California have already.

The schools and the businesses are interconnected.

We need to continue to support our schools since the

state is not.

As parents, we’ve seen firsthand the cuts that have

been made in the Lafayette School District. With 20%

more children in every classroom and fewer teacher

aide hours, it is difficult for teachers to spend one on

one time with students.  The District is already very

lean, especially after cutting $2 million over the past

three years.  As the superintendent mentioned at a

Town Hall meeting, the recommended number of ad-

ministrators for a District our size (3200 children) is

fifteen.  Our district has managed to cut that down to

11.  Further cuts will lower the quality of education

that our children receive.

We urge you to vote for Measure B – support our chil-

dren, our town and our community.

Sincerely,

Jack Moore and Erika Pringsheim-Moore

Lafayette

MOFD

Editor:

Having attended Monday evening’s Tri-City meeting

and reflected upon the outcome, I would like to share

a few things.

As the newest member of the FAIR board, I have

spent the past year and a half working with and get-

ting to know the other members and have been con-

tinuously impressed with the dedication, hard work,

and thoughtfulness that the other members have pro-

vided in their efforts to help the city of Orinda.  De-

spite some very public vitriol aimed in their direction,

they have always maintained a sense of purpose and

decorum that I greatly admire.

FAIR has had the courage to address some very con-

troversial issues, and its presentations to the commu-

nity, including Monday night’s, have always been

based on analysis of the facts.  To an extent that is

even surprising to me, FAIR has always acknowl-

edged OrindaCARES’s concerns and evaluated those

concerns, again and again, based on the facts.  Unfor-

tunately, the results have been consistent; there is an

inequity between dollars paid and services provided.

OrindaCARES’s presentation on Monday night re-

ferred to their analysis of the data without sharing any

specific information.  Rather, their spokeswoman de-

scribed FAIR’s facts as “irrelevant” or “beside the

point.”  I assume we are to take her word for it.  

The issues around MOFD are complex and deserve

much more attention.  It is certainly well beyond what

could be expected of the council, much like the related

infrastructure challenges we face.  Yet, an Emergency

Services Task Force shouldn’t just be about the in-

equity.  We live in an area that faces danger from

earthquakes and fires, and it behooves us to take stock

of our strengths and weaknesses as a community and

coordinate our efforts. 

The decision to form a task force is likely one of the

most important decisions Orinda’s city council will

face.  Orinda’s future as a viable and vibrant commu-

nity may well depend upon it.  If the perception that

the past council was not fiscally prudent evolves from

relatively minor concerns about the building of City

Hall to the much larger potential problem regarding

unfunded pension liabilities for MOFD (a point

brought up by OrindaCARES,) the present council

could be judged much more harshly than their prede-

cessors.  I prefer to consider a future of informed and

knowledgeable citizens working together to face their

challenges.  Orindans must demand that the city coun-

cil members allow us that right by voting to establish

an Emergency Services Task Force.

Diana Stephens 

Orinda

... continued

Join our Public Forum
If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda, or one of its communities, that requires more
than the 350 words to which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don’t despair! You can submit your letter to our
Public Forum section. Just send your letter to letters@lamorindaweekly.com and let us know you’d like to be
considered for the Public Forum. We will not accept Public Forum submissions regarding a current ballot measure
or candidate for public office. Opinions expressed in Public Forum are the express views of the writer and not
necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

925-377-8733

EAST BAY
TREE SERVICE
Professional Tree Care

Tree Service
FREE ESTIMATES

*1st Time Customers Only
Present Coupon with Payment

*

• Complete Tree Removal
(Large and Hazardous Tree Removal)

• Trim; Reduce weight/height
• View Enhancement
• Lot Clearing (Brush Chipping)
• Stump Grinding/Removal
• 24 Hour Emergency Service

www.eastbaytreeservice.com
Licensed, insured & bonded Lic.#805794
Locally owned and operated

377-TREE




