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Community Service
Children in Nature

Submitted by Kathy Barrett
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unday April 17th, the Wagner

Ranch Nature Area was
brimming with children and their
families celebrating Earth Week.
The Nature Area is 18 acres of
meadow, forest, ponds, and
streams owned by the Orinda
Union School District. Local
wildlife columnist Gary Bogue
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launched the event with a tribute
to outdoor experiences, com-
menting on the Nature Area’s im-
portance to education and
connecting families with nature.
Children created colorful leaf de-
signs on Tee shirts while others
explored the trails in a scavenger
hunt. Students from the Academy
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of Language Arts and Music pro-
vided inspiring background
music for nature games, pond and
creek explorations, and hands-on
experiences with the Lindsay
Museum’s gentle snake.

Guests were mesmerized by
Jenny Papka’s live raptor show,
which inspired the audience with
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the beauty and ecological impor-
tance of birds of prey. Youngsters
carried wildlife passports through
the festival to receive stamps
from each activity station. Steve
Gentry and his bees provided free
honey sticks for full passports. As
one boy received his dragonfly
stamp, he pointed out that they
are his favorite insect and ex-
plained how they actually eat
mosquito larvae.

At the entrance, adults lined
up to test drive Winter Chevro-
let’s new electric car, the Volt. In
addition to its Earth friendly zero
emissions, drivers were im-
pressed by the car’s quiet and
user friendly interior design as
well as its sleek look. More than
sixty people in the region are
now the proud drivers of this al-
ternative to gas guzzlers.

Willa and Scout, ARF golden
retrievers, lured many families
into the garden area for a very
special reading session. Local
children’s author and community
leader, Ginger Wadsworth, has
taught her lovely dogs to promote
the Orinda Library’s PAWS pro-
gram. Children shared their early
reading skills with their patient
canine buddies.

Nature Area naturalist, Toris

Jaeger, chatted with her large fan
club of students, and thanked vis-
itors for donating to support out-
door programs like Pioneer Days
and Native American studies, two
of the five curriculum-connected
programs for elementary school
children in the district. Two dozen
students from Orinda Intermediate
School’s after school clubs, Oth-
ers First and The Green Team,
volunteered because of their cher-
ished memories of the Nature
Area programs that Jaeger taught.

Another favorite educator,
Jenny Maguire, taught Math in
the Garden to eager youngsters,
and coordinated more than 25
students from Saint Mary’s Col-
lege who led hands-on activities
at a dozen activity tables. A num-
ber of adult visitors said they
came to the festival because they
had loved the Nature Area pro-
grams when they were in grade
school. One such alum is a mom
who won a fabulous collection of
Gary Bogue’s nature books to
read to her son. Participants gen-
erated more than $2000 to help
the Friends of the Wagner Ranch
Nature Area support Nature Area
programs.

Visit www.fwrna.org. to learn
more about these programs.

One Weekend

6 Teenages, 60 pounds of turnips, 432 apples, 53 Blankets, 63 pairs of socks
Submitted by Leslie Darwin O’Brien
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Distributing Bread at Word of Mouth Pa;ntry
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n a recent weekend in January six

Orinda teenagers participated in 34
Hours of Service, an outreach effort to help
hungry and homeless people in San Fran-
cisco. The teens began their Saturday by dis-
tributing fresh vegetables (lots of turnips),
tins of tuna in hot sauce, bread and other
food to needy people who came to the City
of Refuge Food Pantry in San Francisco.
Then they joined members of the City of
Refuge for a monthly lunch for folks who
live in Seniors One-Room-Only housing.
The kids then headed to Market, where they
handed blankets directly to people on the
street. Then the youngsters took a break by
riding the cable car to Ghirardelli Square for
some ice cream! That evening they joined
the San Francisco Night Ministry (a group
that offers compassionate, non-judgmental
care for those in need during the wee hours
of the morning) and walked around the edge
of the Tenderloin District giving more blan-
kets and socks to cold people. It wasn’t a
typical weekend for most of the kids, but if
seemed to make an impact on them. The
weekend was sponsored by Orinda Com-
munity Church. For more information, con-
tact Director of Community Life at Orinda
Community Church, Leslie
O’Brien.
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Have you Seen this Dog?

"Coby" 10 month old Black/Tan
German Shepherd/Cattle Dog mix.
Missing since March 1st. Spotted
all over Lafayette and Saranap.
Could be living with someone
new. Family misses him terribly!
Generous Reward for his return.
Please call Julie at 415-806-0658

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

Musiclessons
Piano/guitar COMPUTER PROBLEMS??
w/Robbie Dunbar Call TRANSBAY TECH

All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
925-323-9706  #F
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Piano Lessons in Lafayette with
professional instructor MTAC member.
Competition, CM exam Preparation.
Rita Yegiazaryan 283-7601

Breakthrough Method
Simply Music has beginning
students playing great-sounding
contemporary, blues, & classical
pieces from the very first lessons!
Children, teens, adults and seniors

Lamorinda Piano 925-300-7561

www.simplymusic-lamorinda.com

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706
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SPECIALIZING IN LAMORINDA
FOR YOUR HOME & BUSINESS

(925) 948-5546
PC & MAC Support * Virus Removal
Upgrades * Data Recovery * Troubleshooting
Tutoring * iPhone & iPod set-up * Senior
Citizen Rate * Home Visits & more * Bonded
& Insured * Half Price of the Competition
No Travel Charge * Locally Owned
« Often Same Day Service *
INFO@TRANSBAYTECH.COM

Get Fit! In home training.
Comfort of your home!

All ages! 925-597-0373
Epsteinfitness@gmail.com

PASSIONATE HOME
HEALTH Care: Serving the
elderly back to health.
Advanced nursing student.
Highly educated, loving. Seven
years experience with dementia.
Assist with daily activities, exercise
therapy. Excellent Rossmoor
references. Mia (510) 593-7066.

Salon Station for Rent
Sun-Wed $450/month
Salon is located in Moraga
Call Cathy (510) 541-5653

House cleaning

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

| Having a Hard Week? |

WANT TO COME
HOME TO A CLEAN
HOUSE?

LET ME CLEAN IT FOR YOU...
Call Lilian AT 925-363-4527

Construction

SWARTS CONSTRUCTION

Foundations, drainage, remodel

small repairs. 35 yrs. Lamorinda
WWW.Swartsco.com

Lic# 613717 INSURED BONDED

Free Estimates: 925.250.6610

SCALA CONSTRUCTION SINCE 1992
License # 642156 925-383-8046
Quality remodel, kitchen, bath
Additions, Decks, Skylights
Doors, Windows, Painting
scalaconstruction@comcast.net

Handyman

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

PROFESSIONAL
QUALITY WORK
All types of repairs done. Woodworking,
Electical, Audio, Leak repair, Drywall, Paint-
ing and more. Clean neat & on time!
No job to small, Senior Discount.
T (925) 708-6053

www.mikeslamorindahandymanservice.com

Plumbing

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com






