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Nanny driving drunk, 4/19/11  A

22-year-old au pair was pulled

over on Camino Pablo at Brook-

wood for weaving in and out of her

lane.  When police pulled her over,

she smelled of alcohol, had slurred

speech and performed poorly on

field sobriety tests.  To make mat-

ters worse, she was driving her

employers BMW. Probably for the

last time.

Burglary, 4/18/11  The unlocked

door was an open invitation to a

thief or thieves who ransacked all

of the rooms of a home on West-

wood Court.  Electronic items and

jewelry valued at well over $10,000

was taken from the home.  The do-

er must have had a big car or truck,

as they took a 50” TV from the

home.  Police found latent finger

prints and will be on the look-out.

Pot in Orinda, 4/16/11 At just after

9:00 in the morning cops came by

an Acacia Drive home and saw a

woman sitting in a car in front of a

residence.  Cops noticed her per-

fume smelled strangely of mari-

juana.  They searched her car and

found small individual bags of pot

under the front seat.  A house call

perhaps?

Drunk in Public, 4/16/11  A differ-

ent young woman allegedly had an

argument with an Acacia Drive

homeowner and was asked to

leave the home.  Cops noticed her

slurred speech, bloodshot eyes and

asked her if she’d had anything to

drink today.  It was 9:15 in the

morning.  She said she had three

pints of gin – breakfast of champi-

ons.  Cops determined that she was

unable to take care of herself and

took her to jail.

D.U.I. 4/16/11  At the bewitching

hour, just after 2:00 a.m. when the

bars close, a silver Toyota was ob-

served weaving in and out of traf-

fic on Moraga Way near Oak

Drive.  Cops immediately noticed

the smell of alcohol and when the

subject flunked field sobriety tests,

he got a free ride to the Martinez

Detention Facility.

Possession of Drugs, 4/14/11  A

car was pulled over for expired

tags on Highway 24 at Fish Ranch

Road.  The nose – knows the

strong odor of burnt marijuana.

The driver was cited for possession

of less than an ounce of pot.

Police Report

City Council
Tuesday, May 3, 7:00 pm

Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, May 10, at 7:00 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 

26 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements
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Chamber of Commerce:
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Custom Homes & Renovations
Building in Lamorinda Since 1999 

McCartt
Construction Inc.

“As seen on”

“As heard on HG Radio”As heard on HG Radio

Build It GREEN
Smart Solutions from the Ground Up

(925) 376-5717
mccarttconstruction@msn.com

Orinda, CA
Lic. # 770687

925.360.9588   925.708.9515   WWW.THEHATTERSLEYS.COM

DRE# r00445794, DRE# 01181995

East Coast Style Yard in Upper Rockridge Home with CA Inside/Out Lifestyle

+ A Gorgeous, Upscale Kitchen & Deck with a Sunny, Spacious Lawn/Yard

Upper Rockridge

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

www.5477masonic.com

Mayor Gives State of  the City
By Andrea A. Firth

In a word, the state of Orinda

today is “challenged,” said

Mayor Victoria Smith in her ad-

dress to the members of Orinda’s

Chamber of Commerce and local

Rotary Club on Wednesday, April

20th. Property tax revenue, which

represents over half of the City’s

budget, is projected to be flat this

year for the first time, and sales

tax and investment income were

both down last year, according to

Smith. She acknowledged that

this austere financial forecast

would make it difficult to fund

City services and make a signifi-

cant dent in the City’s $100 mil-

lion infrastructure problem.

However, Smith did point out that

Orinda would not be negatively

affected by the Governor’s pro-

posal to pull funding for re-devel-

opment agencies, because Orinda

does not have one, and that the

City does not have any unfunded

pension liabilities, because City

staff participate in 410K program,

not a defined benefit program. 

     

Audience questions to the

Mayor mostly centered around

what could and would be done

about Orinda’s failing roads. The

idea of residents contributing to

tax-deductible fund for road re-

pairs was raised by a few mem-

bers of the audience, and City

Manager Janet Keeter explained

that the City had explored this

idea, and while interesting in con-

cept, it did not pass legal scrutiny.

Smith stated that in addition to

the annual roads repair budget al-

lotment the City would continue

to seek state and federal grants

and support the neighborhood

road repair program. The full

Council will engage in a discus-

sion of Orinda’s infrastructure

issue at the May 3rd Council

meeting.
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Council Votes Against Illegal Views and MMDs
By Andrea A. Firth

The City Council’s April

19th meeting was wrapped

up by 7:42 p.m. (possibly one of

the shortest Council meetings on

record), during which time the

Council voted against illegally

obtained views and medical mar-

ijuana dispensaries.

     

View preservation. The

Orinda City Council unanimously

moved toward adoption of a zon-

ing amendment to clarify that

views that had been illegally cre-

ated would not be protected or re-

stored. Residents William and

Patricia Hudson requested clarifi-

cation of the view preservation

portion of the City’s Municipal

Code after the owners of the

property adjacent to their own il-

legally trespassed on to their

property and removed several live

oaks without permission in order

to create better views before the

sale of the neighboring property.

According to the Hudsons, the

new neighbors subsequently

claimed rights to the view created

by the illegal removal of the trees.

     

MMDs. After establishing a

temporary ban on medical mari-

juana dispensaries (MMDs) in

July of 2009, the Council voted

unanimously to support an ordi-

nance to permanently bans

MMDs in Orinda’s downtown

commercial and office districts.

Orinda follows Moraga, which

also banned MMDs within its

borders. Moraga took a further

step, prohibiting the outdoor cul-

tivation of marijuana.

MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S.ï CECELIA THOMAS, D.D.S.
A Professional Corporation
96 Davis Road, #5 - Orinda

925.254.0824

Taking care of all your dental needs for you and your
family. Emphasizing cosmetic dentistry with implants,

and Invisalign. Nitrous oxide is available. 
Consultations are complementary.

Dentistry with Excellence.

Need help with writing,
speaking, performing, or life
challenges? Empowerment
expert Cynthia Brian, listens

to your requirements,
assesses your needs, and
helps you ac your goals.

PO Box 422, Moraga  |  925-377 -STAR
cynthia@star-style.com  |  www.star-style.com

Orinda Taxi owner Julian Juricevic (on left) recently accepted the award for Business of the Year from the Orinda Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber also
gave special recognitions to Sally Hogarty (center), the Editor of the Orinda News, and Valerie Hotz (on right), Orinda News Business Buzz columnist. Jurice-
vic, Hogarty, and Hotz also received special recognitions from Contra Costa Board Supervisor Gayle Uilkema and Sate Assemblymember Nancy Skinner. 




