
Lafayette Measure B

Editor:

Unless you live under a rock, Califor-

nia’s budget woes shouldn’t be news.

And each year, the woes get more

woeful.  The upcoming school year is

about to take huge hit and many

school programs will suffer, espe-

cially music. The future isn’t any

more promising.  All the years of hard

work, investment and creativity will

chip away to nothing.   Music is

where my older son found his place

starting in elementary and now into

middle school, the toughest years.

Band is his second home.  

My youngest son says, “You just

gotta have something fun like music

at school.” Parents say, “No musical

performances?  Isn’t that a right of

passage for the kids and the parents?”

And pediatricians will tell you the arts

are food for the brain.  It’s like the

third leg of a three-legged stool, keep-

ing our kids balanced.   We will all

feel the pain of the next round of cuts.

We will feel them well beyond next

year and the next.  Music will be a

foregone opportunity, a part of child

development we can’t get back.

My family feels fortunate to live in a

community that shares such a heart-

felt commitment to its people and its

schools.  Thank you Lafayette for

having the foresight and strength to

support educational funding, some-

thing our legislators seem to lack.

Please continue to reach out to our

youngest Lafayette citizens.  Show

them your support and vote yes for

Measure B. 

Francie Low

Lafayette 

Editor: 

I am the current Lafayette Elementary

School PTA president and the father

of two in the Lafayette School Dis-

trict.  I have had the opportunity to

work with our wonderful Superinten-

dent Dr. Fred Brill and the Lafayette

School District Board members and

to examine the District's financial sta-

tus going forward in the upcoming

years.

To those who refuse to support Meas-

ure B, you are failing future genera-

tions of kids.

That's right; you are failing to provide

for the kids.  You object to paying

$14.66 per month ($176 per year) to

support the schools while the State of

California provides the 48th lowest

per capita funding in the United States

for our students.  You're okay with

that?

You are okay with California being

third in the nation in per capita fund-

ing for prisons and police/fire services

but 48th in education?

Our kids deserve better. 

California used to provide the best

public education in the nation. Edu-

cation used to be the Number 1 prior-

ity in California.  

Our kids deserve to be put first.

Very truly yours,

Quinlan S. Tom

Lafayette

Editor:

Lafayette means a great deal to our

family.  As owner of Diablo Foods, I

not only reside here but I base my

livelihood on the health of this won-

derful community and its residents.

We take great pride in the historic link

our store site has to the early “Apple

Valley Days” that third graders study

each year.  Our family and staff care

deeply about things that concern

Lafayette.  

Without a doubt, the state budget cri-

sis is threatening our schools.  In order

to comply with proposed cuts, the dis-

trict—and Lafayette’s children--must

face the reduction or complete elimi-

nation of cherished programs and at-

tributes that have made Lafayette

schools a model of exemplary public

education.   Our schools are renowned

for teacher commitment, parent in-

volvement, and community support.

Now, with the dwindling financial

support of the state, emergency ac-

tions such as Measure B can help fill

in where the state has failed, and keep

music, science, small classes and

quality teachers in our Lafayette

schools.  Please help preserve quality

schools in our city by passing the tem-

porary parcel tax that is specifically

earmarked for local school programs.

Great schools should remain in

Lafayette’s present and future, not in

our past.  

Respectfully,

Ed Stokes

Lafayette

Editor:

I would like to voice support for

Measure B, especially as it pertains to

maintaining the programs in math/sci-

ence and art/music at the elementary

school level.  My son is a first-grader

at Burton Valley Elementary and is

thoroughly enjoying his weekly time

in these programs.  He comes home

with impressive bits of science infor-

mation and art projects as a result.  He

has, like many kids his age, a remark-

able capacity to explore his logical

and creative sides.

As a veterinarian, conservationist and

scientist, I believe that exposure at an

early age to the above disciplines is

crucial to creating interest, talent and

life-experiences.  This is often the

foundation for youngsters to develop

life-long desire and participate in

these fields as adults.  

The quality of education provided by

the Lafayette School District, supple-

mented by co-organizations of PTA,

LPIE and parent volunteerism, is a

primary reason I chose to reside in

Lafayette, ideally through my son’s

high school years.  Activities such as

the Science Fair and Holiday Sing

provide an important community

spirit that bonds us together.  I firmly

believe that it takes a village to raise

productive and creative young citi-

zens.

Measure B is a limited-time parcel tax

designed to preserve these programs

at the minimal cost of $14.67 per

month.  The programs in math/sci-

ence/technology and music/arts are a

necessary part of our children’s edu-

cation and should not be viewed as

“additional” or “extra”.  I implore the

citizens of Lafayette to provide the

options of these programs by support-

ing Measure B.

Sincerely, 

Mona Miller Johnson

Editor:

Why is Measure B necessary?

School funding from the State is in-

adequate.  In 2008-2009, California

spent $2,300 less per student than the

national average of $11,223, which

put our state in the bottom ten in the

nation (edweek.org).  Since then it’s

gotten worse, we’ve fallen to 47th in

the nation. It is important to note, due

to a model established in the 1970s,

the Lafayette School District receives

LESS than the California State aver-

age per pupil.  Even with the financial

support of the community, the

Lafayette School District (LSD)

spends less than $9,000 per student.

Top states spend almost twice that

amount. 

In the past three years, LSD funding

from the State has decreased by

$1,089 per student.  Due to this de-

crease in funding, the LSD has cut

$2.0M and as part of its 3 year re-

quired budget process, has approved

cutting an additional $2.0M.  The

18% decrease in funding from the

state compromises the quality of ed-

ucation in Lafayette.  

Measure B does not solve the bigger

problem of the State budget crisis.  It

will not bring back all of the cuts that

the Lafayette schools have experi-

enced but it will provide local tempo-

rary funding for education in

Lafayette that cannot be taken by the

State. 

Looking to the future, the LSD pre-

pares its students for the variety of rig-

orous courses offered at Acalanes and

Campolindo High Schools.  Lafayette

students are preparing to live and

compete in a global society.

Please vote YES on B – help preserve

education in Lafayette.

Sincerely,

Corrine Christensen and 

Juleen Lapporte

Lafayette

Editor:

As long-time residents and concerned

citizens, we are worried for

Lafayette’s children.   The economic

uncertainty emanating from Sacra-

mento has placed the educational fu-

ture of children in great jeopardy.  

Currently, millions of dollars have

been cut from promised funding of

the Lafayette School District by the

State of California.

By voting YES on Measure B we

gain more control locally and help to

restore a portion of critical funding

taken away by the State. 

The Lafayette School District pro-

vides our children with one of the best

public educations in California.     

Measure B will allow Lafayette chil-

dren the opportunity to continue re-

ceiving a top-flight education.   A

YES vote on Measure B is the only

good answer given the current eco-

nomic challenges the State has im-

posed on school funding.

All children count on us to provide

the promise of a great education.  

Karen and Tom Mulvaney

Lafayette
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RecycleBank®

GET REWARDED FOR RECYCLING!
Call 888.727.2978 today to get started.

For More 
Information Visit 
www.wastediversion.org

Accepted recyclable items
Cardboard, Boxes, packages
Carbonless paper
Paper towel & toilet paper
Newspapers and inserts 
Salad dressing bottles (rinsed)
Aluminum foil (clean)
Aluminum pie plates
Tissue paper (gift type)

Junk mail
Magazines
Manila folders
Tubes
Jars
Post-its
Office paper
Paper bags
Milk jugs

Catalogs
Bottles
Water jugs
Metal
Cookie sheets
Pet food bags
Bleach bottles
Aluminum cans
Lids and caps

Pet food, Steel, Tin cans
Buckets without handles
Gift wrap (non-metallic)
Telephone books
Detergent bottles
Baby wipe containers
Envelopes with metal clasps
CRV beverage containers
(soda, water, juice)

Prescription bottles (empty)
Envelopes (plastic windows OK)
Shredded paper (in a paper bag)
Household cleaning containers (empty)
Shampoo & conditioner bottles
Glass (Rinsed; all colors; lids, caps OK)
Food cans (clean)
Detergent boxes
Egg cartons (paper only; no Styrofoam)

Food containers (no Styrofoam)
Tub containers (yogurt, cottage
cheese, margarine, #1-#7)
Plastic (Containers only; empty;
rinsed; with chasing arrows #’s1-5
& 7; lids, caps OK)

... and many more 
please check our website

www.facebook.com/CCCSWA

A Relationship of Trust Since 1975

Celebrat
ing 36 

ars in
 Business!

Achieve your financial 
goals with our help

800-783-0344

Portfolio Management

Individual Stocks and Bonds

Old Fashioned Customer Service
www.bedellinvest.com

Financial Planning

Celebrat
ing 36 

Years in
 Business!

Old F

Michael Frazier                                            
Vice-President, Portfolio Manager 

and Moraga Resident

                         Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views 
of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer's name

and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communi-
ties comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only). Letters should be 350
words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis.
email:    letters@lamorindaweekly.com;   Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570
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Ann Coane De Garmo
Ann passed away peacefully at

Sunrise Assisted Living in

Walnut Creek, surrounded by

the love of her family. 

She is survived by her

husband of 57 years, John B.

De Garmo, three children– Lori

Prince (Robert Hum), Bill De

Garmo (Maureen) and Bob De

Garmo (Lisa), and her brother

Charlie Coane (Denise), all Bay

Area residents.   Additionally

she is survived by four grandchildren – Melody Prince, Brian,

Michael, and Matthew De Garmo. 

       Ann was born in Evanston, Illinois and also resided in

Wisconsin, Massachusetts and Minnesota prior to coming to

California in 1967.  She was a long time resident of Orinda

before moving to Walnut Creek in 2006.  

       Until her illness four years ago, she was a licensed Marriage

Family Therapist in the Walnut Creek area.  Ann believed in the

power of God's love, and dedicated her life to helping others.

Ann frequently gathered friends and family together for

fellowship, laughter, singing and delicious food.   

       A memorial service will be held at St. Stephens Episcopal

Church in Orinda on May 21st at 3pm.  For those wishing to

make a contribution in her honor, consider a gift to Child Fund

International or St Stephen's Episcopal Church.  For friends and

family, an online guestbook is available at princehum.org. 

June 17, 1929 – April 11, 2011

Licensed, Bonded & Insured. Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated.

Quality of Life
for your Loved One

Call Today!

 Personal Hygiene Assistance
 Light Housekeeping
 Errands & Transportation
 Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
 Medication Reminders
 Up to 24-hour Care
 FREE In-Home Assessment

®
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CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

SPRING SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  
Lafayette

between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    
www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 5/30/11.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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New Location




