
www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, May 11, 2011Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYA6

That’s my wallet, 5/5/11 Police

arrested a suspect found in pos-

session of a wallet which had

been stolen moments before in a

commercial burglary on Al-

tarinda Way.  After a short pursuit

on foot, the two lookout pals that

just happened to be waiting in

car, along with the suspected

thief who had the wallet, were

taken into custody.

Warrant arrest, 5/05/11 The chef at

a well known local Asian restau-

rant was picked up on a $300,000

arrest warrant for allegedly stalk-

ing at the restaurant.  No mention

of who he was stalking. 

Robbery, 5/02/11  An Estates

Drive resident left home in the

morning and returned later to

find the back door and the garage

door smashed.  The homeowner

is not sure if anything was stolen

at the time of the police report

besides two jars full of coins.

Thoughtful thief didn’t trash the

place.  Damage to two doors, ap-

proximately $800, missing coin

jars valued at $150.  

Burglary,  4/22/11  Unknown

suspects broke into a Charles Hill

Road  home via a lock garage

door and took a laptop, two cell

phones, a jewelry box and half an

ounce of medically-approved

marijuana.  No suspects or leads

at this time.    

Hand grenade at Grampa’s

house, 4/25/11 The son of an

older gentleman who had passed

away in the Sleepy Hollow area

found a hand grenade at his dad’s

home.  He wisely called the po-

lice, who summoned the Walnut

Creek Bomb Squad to collect it

for disposal.  Heck of a souvenir

from back in the day.

D.U.I. 4/24/11  On Easter Sun-

day a driver had a solo accident

with a concrete pillar on Rheem

Boulevard in Orinda.  Air bags

deployed and the car rolled over

on its side.  The police report cuts

to the chase and said he was ar-

rested for driving under the influ-

ence, no mention of injuries.

Police Report
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Urgent and emergency road

repairs were the main top-

ics of discussion at last Tuesday’s

Orinda City Council meeting.

The Council continued to grapple

with how to best apply the City’s

limited funds for road repairs and

what to do about the growing re-

ality that the City’s streets will

turn to gravel without significant

intervention. “We need to engage

in communicating with the resi-

dents [about the infrastructure

problem] in an ambitious way,”

stated Vice Mayor Steve Glazer.

Council Member Amy Worth

concurred, “It’s a two-part mes-

sage. We need to communicate

the poor condition of Orinda’s in-

frastructure and the financial re-

alities, that is, our capabilities to

address this and the limitations

we face.”

        

When it came time to au-

thorize expenditures, the Council

focused on the repair of major ar-

teries and unsafe road conditions.

The Council authorized $1.16

million for the City’s annual

pavement rehabilitation program

to repair eight of Orinda’s main

feeder streets. The Council also

took the first step to fund the re-

pair of a section of El Toyonal

Road that was damaged by a slide

during the heavy rains in March.

The total cost of this road repair

is expected to reach $220, 000.

“This project will deplete our

slope stabilization fund [monies

set aside for urgent slide repairs],

and the likelihood that we will be

able to replenish that fund in the

next couple years doesn’t look

good,” said City Manager Janet

Keeter.

        

Another $63,750 was set

aside for urgent repairs on six

Orinda streets. Council members

Glazer and Worth questioned how

these six street repairs were cho-

sen over the many streets in des-

perate need of fixing and

requested that staff and the Citi-

zen’s Infrastructure Oversight

Committee (CIOC) formalize the

criteria and rationale for urgent

repair program.  “We strongly

support this program,’ said

Richard Nelson, Chair of the

CIOC. “It’s preventative. We

can’t let our roads go to gravel.

We need a solution to this prob-

lem.”

        

To move forward toward so-

lutions to address the roads prob-

lem, Glazer advocated the

formation of a Council subcom-

mittee. “If we hope to do some-

thing in 2012, we need to start

now to review the process and re-

search choices.” said Glazer, not-

ing that the deadline for placing a

tax measure on the June 2012 bal-

lot is in February. After a lengthy

discussion regarding the compo-

sition of the subcommittee, the

Council voted four to one to have

two Council members form the

committee and liaison with staff,

the CIOC, and the Finance Advi-

sory Committee (FAC) to de-

velop a list of options for the full

Council to discuss in the fall.

Worth dissented, preferring a

broader participation on the sub-

committee with members of the

CIOC and FAC. Subsequently,

Glazer and Council Member Sue

Severson were appointed the

Council Roads Subcommittee.

Council Deals with Road Repairs and Woes
By Andrea A. Firth

Orinda Sign Makes a Move
By Andrea A. Firth

The historic Orinda sign has
found a new home, at least for
now. After residents of the
Country Club neighborhood ob-
jected to the placement of the
sign in the small, triangular gar-
den at the bottom of Camino
Sobrante, the sign’s fate re-
mained in limbo. Recently the
sign appeared in the land-
scaped hill in front of the Com-
munity Center. The location may
be temporary however, the
sign’s stand still has wheels in
place. Stay tuned. A. Firth

Orinda’s City Council and

Planning Commission met

recently to review the perform-

ance of the Planning Department

and the status of pending projects,

and to discuss the downtown

planning efforts. Planning effi-

ciency and customer satisfaction

improved in 2010, and the Coun-

cil and Commission emphasized

the need for comprehensive pub-

lic outreach regarding the down-

town planning process.    

        

According Planning Direc-

tor Emmanuel Ursu, the Planning

Commission examined 50 project

proposals in 2010—a net increase

from 2009’s 37 projects—and ap-

proved 46.  Wilder, a 245-home

luxury home development off

Gateway Boulevard, represented

over half of the applications sub-

mitted. Ursu separately reviewed

55 minor projects, all of which

were approved.  

        

The average time from ap-

plication completion to a decision

by the Planning Commission de-

creased by 58%, to 11.1 days. (A

minimum10-day public notifica-

tion period is required for devel-

opment projects.) City staff also

highlighted results from the Plan-

ning Department’s client surveys.

83 responses have been received

since the program’s inception in

2007, and performance scores

have increased steadily year-over-

year. 

        

Ursu provided an update for

four housing projects that are cur-

rently in the planning and devel-

opment process. Construction at

Wilder is underway, though it is

likely the developer will be un-

able to complete two ball fields

by June and a maintenance facil-

ity by October as originally

planned. Ursu said he believes the

developer of Pulte Homes, a

mixed-use village style develop-

ment of 73 homes on Altarinda

Road, is waiting for the housing

market to improve before pro-

ceeding further.  J & J Ranch, a

13-home development and the

site of the Joaquin Moraga

Adobe, and the Lamorinda Lane

project, which includes 8 residen-

tial lots, are expected to go before

the Planning Commission for ap-

proval in June.  And, the Eden

senior housing project, a 71-unit

affordable housing facility

planned for the old Library site on

Orinda Way, is expected to un-

dergo design review shortly;

overall funding for the project has

not yet been fully secured.

        

City officials noted that

younger people and families have

been underrepresented at City

planning meetings regarding

Orinda’s Downtown planning

process.  Planning Commissioner

Nick Kosla said only two people

under 45 years of age were pres-

ent at a community meeting that

he attended.

        

Regarding the status of the

Planning Process Review Task

Force (PPRTF) recommenda-

tions, which were developed to

simplify the planning approval

process, Ursu reported that 30 of

the PPRTF’s 61 recommenda-

tions have been adopted, one re-

jected, and 30 await evaluation.

        

Orinda’s City Council will

meet next on Tuesday, May 17th,

at 7:00 p.m. in the Library audi-

torium.

Orinda Council and Planning
Commission Review 2010
By Aleksandr Auzers
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Watch Battery
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New Location

925.360.9588   925.708.9515   WWW.THEHATTERSLEYS.COM

DRE# r00445794, DRE# 01181995

Classic,

Russian Hill

Edwardian,

Renovated

Condo.

1934 Leavenworth, San Francisco

Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

Open Sunday, May 15th, 1-4!




