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R E S T O R E
DON’T REPLACE YOUR OUTDOOR FURNITURE

BEFORE AFTER

Environmentally friendly power coating process
New vinyl re-strapping or sling replacement
We can powder coat almost anything
Wrought iron furniture and fences
Art, architectural structures, automotive parts and more
Pick up and delivery available

1090 SHARY CIRCLE STE C
CONCORD. CA 94518

(925) 682-4247
WWW.PATIOCHAIRCARE.COM

A division of West Coast Specialty Inc.

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week   •   www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020   •   Free Parking with Appointments

Is this too young
to go to Cal?

Actually, it’s just the right age to get an eye exam at the University of 

California Eye Center. And again at three years. And regularly after 

that. (We developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play!) We’re 

part of the UC School of Optometry, and offer you LASIK surgery, 

contact lenses, and an Eyewear Center with a vast collection of 

designer frames, too. We take most insurance plans, and major  

credit cards. It’s time for your whole family to go Cal!

969 Moraga Rd., Lafayette in La Fiesta Square   

284-9616 •   www.sharpbicycle.com
M-W 10-6, Th-F 10-7, Sat 9-6, Sun 12-5

Full Service Bike Shop:
Repairs  |  Tune-ups  |  Fittings

Over 250 Bikes in Stock!

Tri Bikes & Road Bikes

Get Ready for the Season!

ADULT DAY PROGRAM
Providing activities for adults with Alzheimer’s or 

other related dementias and respite for caregivers.

925-254-3465 433 Moraga Way Orinda
www.holyshepherd.org

State Government Reform
Group Seeks Input
By Cathy Tyson

Self-described political junky

Kristin Connelly, Burton Val-

ley mother of two, attorney, and

Partnership Coordinator for Cali-

fornia Forward,  gave a rousing

presentation for the organization

recently at the Veterans Hall, ti-

tled “Real Reform: restoring the

California dream and making the

state work again.”

     

With the help of a colorful

PowerPoint presentation, she ex-

plained how the non-profit, non-

partisan organization seeks to

bring government closer to the

people and move the state for-

ward, hence the name, focusing

on accountability and results.

Their new model includes more

fiscal control to local elected

leaders, setting local priorities

and measuring progress.

     

“This is just the beginning of

the beginning of the conversa-

tion,” said Connelly, referring to

the long journey toward a possi-

ble initiative.  Workshop partici-

pants were encouraged to

comment in round table discus-

sion about concerns and frustra-

tions about the current state of

California’s governance, includ-

ing finance, education and social

justice.  Invited panelist Dr. Fred

Brill, Superintendent of the

Lafayette School District, com-

mented on the complicated and

inefficient relationship of the state

and local government in his intro-

ductory remarks: “I want a di-

vorce.  It’s just not working.” 

     

California Forward has al-

ready hammered out draft policy

recommendations that work to-

ward improving community serv-

ices by restructuring the roles of

state and local governments.

They believe that the state budget

should focus on five outcomes:

increased employment, improved

education, increased health, de-

creased poverty and decreased

crime.  Input from the Lafayette

dialogue and others held around

the state will be used to hone their

recommendations.  

     

“It’s exciting to be part of

government reform,” said Con-

nelly, “I want to be part of a solu-

tion toward more access and

more transparency.”  With a back-

ground in policy and civic partic-

ipation, she’s no stranger to

conflict; even as a young teenager

she worked to ban polystyrene in

Contra Costa County.  

     

She has turned her inspiration

into action --  as Partnership Co-

ordinator she’s working to enlist

support from influential Califor-

nians for the Speak Up California

Project, talking about how to get

the state back on track, and she’s

developing key partnerships for

their valuable input to help shape

proposals to empower local com-

munities.

     

The special event was hosted

by Lafayette for Education – an

organization founded by a core

group of Springhill parents that

has grown exponentially through-

out the community.  “Lafayette

for Education is working to real-

ize stable funding for our schools

at the local level and in Sacra-

mento.  It made sense to branch

out beyond the educational com-

munity to bring stakeholders from

all corners of our community to-

gether for this discussion," said

Jean Follmer, President of the

Springhill Parent Faculty Club

and member of Lafayette for Ed-

ucation.

Community-Supported
Agriculture in Lafayette 
By Sophie Braccini 

Two Lafayette women have

made a big difference in the

lives of more than a hundred local

families, and a few local farmers.  A

year ago, Rebecca Calahan Klein

and Janna Lipman Weiss started a

Community Supported Agriculture

(CSA) group at Lafayette’s Temple

Isaiah with 35 families.  They just

closed their winter/spring season

with more than 100 families.  The

system not only brings these fami-

lies local, affordable, organic veg-

etables and fruits every week, it

provides recipes to make the most of

what’s in season and helps members

discover new food.  As an added

bonus, the CSA provides local farm-

ers with a predictable income that al-

lows them to better plan their

investments in a sustainable way. 

      

The summer season of the CSA

will start on May 31 – now is the time

to sign up. There are a few options

available.  Once a week on Tuesdays,

the farmers bring their harvest to

Temple Isaiah.  One can either get a

pre-packaged box that will contain 8-

10 servings of whatever’s in season,

or decide to operate farmers’ market

style and choose one’s servings from

the produce brought in that day. 
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Mo’s sizzling
summer 
specials…

• Outdoor kitchens
• New gas lines for

cooktops and dryers
• Fire pits & patio heaters
• Pool heaters & hot tubs
• Natural gas barbecues

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/15/11 

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600*

LeapFrog Loot
$200 off

Tankless/hybrid 
water heater 
installation*

green solutions!

+$300

tax credit

LeapFrog Plumbing
Got gas? Many people 
think plumbers deal only 
with water and sewage. 
Not true! We install and 
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

We’re poly­pipe certified
(used by PG&E – better than iron)

LeapFrog Loot
$50 off

Any plumbing job*

Family-owned and
serving Lamorinda

since 1993

We Hop To It!




