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READY SOLAR SYSTEMS, TOO

WE DO

FURNACE MAINTENANCE
Call for details Coupon Expires 6/30/11

10% Discount 
on Repairs - 

Coupon Expires 6/30/11 www.ACSystemsInc.com
License# 632329

SERVING LAMORINDA FOR 40 YEARS 

Up To

$2,425OFF

New "Carrier" System                                               
Free Estimates on Installations - 

Call for Details

Mo’s sizzling
summer 
specials…

• Outdoor kitchens
• New gas lines for

cooktops and dryers
• Fire pits & patio heaters
• Pool heaters & hot tubs
• Natural gas barbecues

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*1 coupon per service, exp. 7/15/11 

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600*

LeapFrog Loot
$200 off

Tankless/hybrid 
water heater 
installation*

green solutions!

+$300

tax credit

LeapFrog Plumbing
Got gas? Many people 
think plumbers deal only 
with water and sewage. 
Not true! We install and 
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

We’re poly­pipe certified
(used by PG&E – better than iron)

LeapFrog Loot
$50 off

Any plumbing job*

Family-owned and
serving Lamorinda

since 1993

We Hop To It!

A Consequence of  a Dollar
Tree Dilemma
By Sophie Braccini

The Economic Development

Action Team (EDAC)

started working on a Community

Commercial Ordinance (or retail

ordinance) on May 18.  Moraga

does not currently have a retail

ordinance in place, requiring

businesses that want to set up

shop here to go through a process

that sometimes proves to have an

unpredictable outcome. 

     

Planning Director Lori Sala-

mack presented a draft ordinance

to the 13 members of EDAC.

The text is an attempt to make it

easier for many types of busi-

nesses to open in Moraga, while

giving some tools to the public

that wants to have some input

into the shopping experience in

Moraga.

     

Salamack proposed rules that

would permit most business ap-

plication processing to be stream-

lined, to the extent that the

owners who are proposing a type

of activity that is deemed desir-

able in town could get essentially

get a permit over the counter.

Her department listed uses such

as bakery, hardware store, bank,

offices, hotels, restaurants, an-

tiques, music and electronic

stores, and grocery stores as pos-

sible candidates for permitted-

use permits;  the Planning

Department has listened to the

opposition of some of the resi-

dents to the Dollar Tree store and

added limitations based on size

and traffic.

     

Businesses not part of that

first permitted-use category could

still apply to operate in Moraga,

but the application would be sub-

ject to findings, meaning more

public review, and less pre-

dictability in term of timing and

outcome.  

     

Some remarked that before

influencing what kind of retail ex-

perience Moraga should provide,

it is necessary to define what that

experience should be.  The next

meeting will address the estab-

lishment of a mission statement

that will encourage certain types

of businesses.  Zoning, also a

powerful tool to foster a vision,

will be reviewed. 

Moraga School
District Considers
Parcel Tax
By Sophie Braccini

Although the results of a re-

cent survey suggest that a

school parcel tax may be not be

favored by a two-thirds majority

of Moragans, the Moraga School

District is starting to plan for

placement of a parcel tax measure

on an upcoming ballot.

     

The school district’s govern-

ing board heard a report on May

10 from Brad Senden of the sur-

vey firm The Center for Commu-

nity Opinion. Senden presented

the results of a poll, conducted

this spring, which are not overly

optimistic for the District.  Al-

though Moragans overwhelm-

ingly support small class sizes

and enrichment programs, the

survey did not show that a parcel

tax measure would receive the

two-thirds supermajority of votes

required to pass.  

     

Moraga residents currently

pay a school tax of $313 per par-

cel; that measure passed in 2004

by a very narrow margin (66.8%)

and has no sunset date.  Home-

owners in Orinda and Lafayette

now pay over $500 per parcel.

“Our current parcel tax will no

longer fund expenses in 2013-

2014,” said Moraga School Dis-

trict Superintendent Bruce Burns,

“We have been successful in

spreading current parcel tax rev-

enue out over more years than

planned.  However, and when

only focusing on the existing par-

cel tax, we will need to use gen-

eral funds for the first time in

2013-14 to cover the costs of pro-

grams funded by the parcel tax.

Maintaining small classes re-

quires more teachers and the cost

for teachers automatically in-

creases every year.” 

     

“According to our survey,

about 60% of the residents are in

favor of a parcel tax,” stated

Senden. The survey involved 401

completed telephone interviews

with registered voters in the Mor-

aga School District.  When given

more information about the dis-

trict’s dire financial situation and

potential programmatic cuts, the

percentage of favorable responses

rose to 63.3%, still shy of the re-

quired threshold. 

     

By comparison, the results of

a January poll in Lafayette

showed 72% of Lafayette resi-

dents were in support of the

Measure B parcel tax that would

subsequently pass on May 3rd

with 73.4% of the vote.

     

Although pollsters suggested

amounts up to $280 a year, respon-

dents tended to favor lower figures.

Senden recommended the potential

tax be set at $169 per parcel.

Burns noted that the district’s level

of need is unclear because the State

budget for 2011-2012 has not yet

been established; the school board

will determine an amount should it

decide to place a measure on the

ballot– the likely election looks to

be in June of next year. 

Coffee Shop Democracy
On May 20th Moraga's Mayor,
Karen Mendonca (right, blue
shirt) and Town Manager, Jill
Keimach (back, left) began
monthly drop-in meetings
with Moraga residents. On
the third Friday of each
month, for six months,
Mendonca and Keimach will
be available from 9:30 a.m. -
11:00 a.m. in the rear meeting
room at Terzetto Cuisine,
located at 1419 Moraga Way
in the Moraga Center, to
answer questions and discuss
topics of interest with the
community. The next open
meeting will be on June 17. 
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(925)283-9366 www.ASpaForMen.com
1008 Oak Hll Road. Unit "A"         Lafayette, CA 94549

Walk-Ins Welcome

Professional Massage Therapy For Men
Monday-Sunday 10am-7pm.




