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MicHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

General Contractor

925.631 .1 055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.

ic# 681593

“A little bit of myself t? )
goes into every job.” s
Michael VerBrugge,

Owner,
Moraga Resident

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
e Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet alterations/repairs
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

Licensed Cabinet &
Millwork Contractor
#598395

Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

925.827.1093

DRIVEWAY N
Call the

Resurfacing Experts!

v

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

LUCAS PAVING, INC.

Lic #195560 925'283'8027
QUALITY - INTEGRITY - EXPERT WORKMANSHIP

ChameleonConsignmentcom

uality Consignment Furniture

- &CUSTOM
AMAZING ORDER Sﬂ fﬂ 0y

inventory online

www.ChameleonConsignment.com

Lafayette 1. (925) 299 1994

Blockwood Lame

Haddon

... HEATING & COOLING "~
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Your comfort is our #1 priority

Haddon Heating & Cooling specializes in

System Inspection

« residential furnaces - heaters - air conditioners « ductwork |
« repairs « upgrades - maintenance and service. $ 79 |
FREE ESTIMATES - FAST SERVICE Furnace/ A/C I
Check up* :

925-521-1380

Monday-Friday 7am - 5pm (closed for lunch)
www.haddonheatingcooling.com

UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST

REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

* Slipcovers  Pillows * Window Cushions
¢ Custom Upholstery ¢ Design Consulting
Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available ® Free Estimates By Phone

M.R.S.

Fiva [Nl Warld [ralftaanstiis
Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette

*service includes a free standard
sized 1" disposable filter.
We do offer a variety of pleated
and washable filters.
Exp. July 31,2011

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2
(925) 962-0579

April Matthews

www.villageassociates.com « www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

IT’s APRIL IN LAMORINDA
For REAL ESTATE

Consistently Representing Buyers and

\llage

REAL ESTATE

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

Sellers in Successful Transactions

925-254-050S8

aprilmat@comcast.net
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Share your thoughts with our community! Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the
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express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will
include the writer's name and city/town of residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a

=

business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verification purposes only).
Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis.

email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.0.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

Editor:

Last year at this time, Derek Zemrak, Beau Behan and
the CAIFFA re-opened the Rheem Theatre to be the
new home of the California Independent Film Festival.
They held a community event at the theater that was at-
tended by a few hundred people. This year, for the first
anniversary of the re-opening, one ticket has been sold.
The people of Moraga, Orinda and the neighboring
communities cannot move into a state of apathy and ex-
pect the theater to survive. We have planned for a cel-
ebration at least as grand as the re-opening, but so far,
the people have not materialized.

I believe that the New Rheem Theatre has been the sig-
nature model for bringing the people of Moraga to-
gether in a positive, unifying endeavor. I am very
excited about having this theater open again!!

Let's get moving!

Caroline Wood
Moraga

Editor:

There is no gift equal to the great memories Orion has
received at Orinda Intermediate School so we are giv-
ing our Gratitude.

We want to thank Orion’s teachers Danee Jurichko and
Susan Rodriguez for making Orion’s time at OIS joy-
ous and a pleasure for him. They have truly blessed his
life. I don’t know what strings were pulled to allow
Susan to be in Core and Study Hall, mostly one on one,
with Orion for three years but we will always be grate-
ful for it. Danee’s program is an amazing model for in-
clusion opportunities.

I also want to thank Holly and Orion’s other aides as
well as the OIS staff for their support and guidance.
Thank you, Mr. Randall for having an inclusive school
and your positive attitude. A Special thank you goes out
to the students of OIS for your compassion especially
the ones who volunteer their elective to become friends
in room 74. It is valued by more than just your new
friends.

Orion is moving on to Miramonte for next year and
there have already been some wonderful ground break-

ing collaboration between Moraga, Orinda, and
Acalanes Unifies School Districts to make it as success-
ful as OIS has been for him.

Thank you,

Lisa, Ohmar, Sequoyah and Orion Sowle

Orinda

Editor:

Is Open Space and wildlife habitat for sale by Town of
Moraga?

Apparently, approving development on one of Moraga's
open ridge lines wasn't enough as the Moraga Town
Council is currently considering a proposal to sell oft
some of the town's own open space for a subdivision
along the Lafayette Moraga Trail, one of the oldest,
most scenic, and most used trails in the East Bay Parks
Regional District.

If the sale of the subdivision is approved, it would dev-
astate both part of the beauty of this regional trail and
eliminate some of the wildlife open space that exists
where the subdivision is being considered.

I'am a frequent hiker on this trail (and) it saddens me a
greatly that I will no longer be able to see these crea-
tures or the open fields and trees at this particular loca-
tion because of a decision that favors a short term
windfall of money for a permanent reduction in open
space and wildlife habitat that, once lost to private de-
velopment, cannot be reclaimed.

Instead of having a wide open space for the trail with a
beautiful open space on its north side, the proposed sub-
division will narrow the trail's corridor to a few yards
on its northwest side. Please let the Moraga Town
Council know your opinion on this proposal.

It's ironic that Lafayette is celebrating the public open-
ing and purchase of open space with the purchase of
Acalanes Ridge while Moraga is selling open space it
already owns.

Robert Blits

Moraga

(Editor s note: Robert Blits’letter was modified slightly
to delete references to photos that we were not able to
include.)

...from Front Page
Lunch of the (Three-Quarter) Century

... continued from page A1

From left, Maggie Gee, A.J. Starr and Bette Budde

Photo Doug Kohen

Fazel recalls attending the Perry lunch
with his mother and delighted in see-
ing old neighbors and his Boy Scout
leader. Three organizations sponsor
the event: Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary,
Fazel’s employer, Better Homes and
Gardens Real Estate/Mason-Mc-
Duffie, and Orinda Community
Church. Fazel, who co-chairs the
event, emceed the lunch wearing his
father’s tuxedo.

While 130 seniors dined on a
roast chicken meal, a staff of 30 vol-
unteers worked behind the scenes to
make it successful. Co-chair Lisa
Shaffer, a BHG Mason-McDuffie re-
altor, was busy overseeing volunteers
who set up, prepared and served food
and cleaned up afterwards. “This
community is what it is today because
they [seniors] did what they did...
We’re so fortunate that we are a part
of this community.”

Orinda residents Tom and Aileen
Deahl were recognized as the longest-
married couple in attendance. They

have faithfully attended Three-Quar-
ter Century Club luncheons since the
very first, held at Wagner Ranch Ele-
mentary. Deahl was a research
chemist for Shell Oil in Emeryville;
his wife substitute taught in Orinda
schools until she was 80. “We haven’t
missed one [lunch],” said Aileen.
Added Tom: “I’ve never seen so
many old people in one place!”
Aileen says the secret to their 70-year
marriage comes from the song “Ac-
centuate the Positive.” Except for four
years in Texas, the Deahls have lived
in Orinda since 1951. “The smartest
thing was we never sold our house in
Orinda,” said Aileen.

Orinda resident Molly Gravelle
was crowned Century Club queen.
Gravelle taught for twenty years at
Miramonte High (Mechanical Draw-
ing and Home Design) before she re-
tired in 1975. The baby, the king and
the queen each received a commem-
orative plaque, and Mayor Victoria
Smith marked the event with a procla-

mation. “These people worked for
[city] incorporation and made Orinda
what it is today,” Smith said.

This year’s guest speaker was
Bette Budde, a former Women Air-
force Service Pilot (WASP) who
joined in 1943. “How many of you
remember World War I1?7” she asked
in her opening remarks. Every hand
shot up. Accompanying Budde were
fellow WASPs A.J. Starr and Maggie
Gee. The trio explained how each
came to belong to the highly selective
women’s corps. Budde and Gee wore
scarves commemorating the Congres-
sional gold medals they received at a
Washington, D.C. ceremony honor-
ing WASPs last year.

Shaffer says next year’s date has
already been reserved (in June), and
says her volunteers will all be back.
The event closed with Orinda Idols
Neris Newton and Jacqueline Garrel
singing “Sentimental Journey.” For
those in attendance, it was sentimental
indeed.





