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LAFAYETTE $1,499,000
4/3. Stunning, sophisticated, rebuilt

contemporary w/ Pano views, and

dramatic vaulted ceilings.

Val Durantini   925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $2,450,000
5/4. New LOW price!
Exquisite remodel includes a wine cellar,
upscale amenities and guest house.

Karen Richardson 925-253-4600

ORINDA $5,000,000
4/4. Secluded Sleepy Hollow Estate.

Gracefully remodeled Mediterranean. 

Pano views. Lap & infinity pools.

Laura Abrams 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $2,650,000
5/6.5

Timeless Happy Valley Estate. Premium

corner lot, gated 1.26 acres w/pool.

The Beaubelle Group 925-253-6300

LAFAYETTE $3,378,000
5/3. Happy Valley 1930s Estate. Notable

1930’s Estate has architectural charm,

views & tennis court. 

McCann & Castello 925-253-6300

ORINDA $3,995,000
5/4. Pure Elegance! Situated on a gated 

cul-de-sac, this home offers the ultimate in

privacy and luxury.

Jamie Roder  925-253-4600 

MARTINEZ $2,500,000
4/5. 
Luxury Estate Goes Green. Alhambra
Valley Green Luxury with amazing VIEWS!

Maureen Wilbur 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $2,898,000
4/3. Speaks Volume!

Contemporary & sophisticated gated estate.

Style & distinction in the hills of Happy Vly.

Audrey Neale  925-253-4600

ORINDA $2,215,000
4/2.5. Handsome & spacious single

Lvl home, large private lot, breathtaking

Views, top schools.

Woodward & Holt 925-253-6300

ORINDA $1,748,000
5/3. 

Trad. Cust. Home w/great flr plan, Chef’s kit,

H/W flrs, lg. Mstr Ste, 3 frplc, views!

The Beaubelle Group 925-253-6300

MORAGA $1,475,000
4/3. GREAT Spacious home in Sanders

Ranch offers updated kitchen and

private yard with pool.

Elena Hood  925-253-4600

ALAMO $1,848,000
5/4. 

Fabulous custom home on a West Side

Estate lot. Amazing Mt Diablo views

Kathy McCann 925-253-6300

ALAMO $1,299,950
4/3. Custom-built French Provincial. Gor-

geous interior w/ designer appointments

thruout, great backyard, views to Carquinez

Jeannette Bettencourt  925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE $1,895,000
5/4.5. New Construction w/ exceptional
craftsmanship. Farmhouse styling amongst
magnificent towering oaks.

The Beaubelle Group 925-253-6300

LAFAYETTE $3,350,000
6/4.     Gorgeous, custom, remodeled
Happy Valley Estate w/breathtaking views,
expansive lawns, open floor plan.

The Beaubelle Group 925-253-6300

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

californiamoves.com

MORAGA $1,549,000
5/3. Sanders Ranch Beauty! Beautiful home
in the desirable Upper Brandt Dr area.
Great backyard w/pool & spa.

Elena Hood   925-253-4600 
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For current local Market Trends data, visit: 

www.LamorindaValues.com
For a complimentary market analysis 

of your specific property, contact Frank today!

Frank Woodward
Specializing in 

Lamorinda Fine 

Homes & Property

925.253.4603       Frank@FrankWoodward.com

Orinda = Lafayette = Moraga

Stunning Panoramic Views!
Convenient Lafayette Location

It’s a great time to build your dream home!

1.98 acre lot w/stunning views seeks buyer.

$495,000

More at www.BrownAveLot.com

Council Says No to
Emergency Services Task Force
By Andrea A. Firth

Reasonable people can disagree.

And that was the case for

some of Orinda’s citizenry at the

June 6th City Council meeting. The

Council decided, in a four to one de-

cision with Council Member Amy

Worth dissenting, not to establish a

citizen emergency services task

force to further investigate whether

the Moraga Orinda Fire District

(MOFD) is delivering emergency

services cost-effectively and if

Orinda is paying its fair share.

      

“No citizen-led audit [of the

MOFD] has ever been performed in

the 14 years since the District was

formed,” said Steve Cohn, a founding

member of the citizen group F.A.I. R.

(Fire and Infrastructure Renewal).

Cohn had in-hand a petition signed by

over 200 Orinda residents who sup-

port the formation of a citizen-led task

force. “There is a strong likelihood

that over $1 million of Orinda [annual

property tax] dollars are being spent

to provide emergency services in

Moraga,” said Cohn adding that since

both Moraga and the MOFD rejected

the idea of contracting a third-party

consultant to evaluate the situation,

the City should take advantage of the

citizen’s expertise.

      

There were also several resi-

dents, who addressed the Council,

who did not support the creation of

another task force to investigate the

Orinda and MOFD controversy. 

      

“Yes, the MOFD has made a lot

of mistakes in the past, and the

County has made some decisions

which have caused unfunded liabil-

ities…,” said Orinda resident Gene

Gottfried, “But if [Orinda] property

taxes were removed from the

MOFD, they would go back to the

County and most likely ConFire

which is struggling financially…It’s

time to move on.”

      

“You have been a very consci-

entious sounding board, now for

several years,” Carl Weber told the

Council. “More discussion is a

waste of time.” 

      

Worth provided a brief recap of

the four meetings held by the Tri-

Agency Ad Hoc Committee. The

Committee, which included two

members from each of the Orinda

and Moraga Councils and the

MOFD Board, became educated

about the MOFD but no conclu-

sions on future steps were deter-

mined, said Worth. City Manager

Janet Keeter indicated that the Com-

mittee members from Moraga re-

ported back to their Council that

they were satisfied with the process

and no changes were necessary, and

that the MOFD Board had reached

the same conclusion.

      

“These are complex issues that

reasonable people can disagree on,”

said Worth. “The voters created this

district [the MOFD]. We represent

the same people and need to work

together,” she said stating her sup-

port of creating a task force. 

      

Council Member Dean Orr dis-

agreed. “A citizen’s committee

would put us back in the same spot,”

said Orr adding that it would require

an independent third party to review

the situation, and the City does not

have the money to support this. 

      

Mayor Smith, who is the Coun-

cil’s liaison to the MOFD, con-

curred. “We have studied this. I am

satisfied,” she said, suggesting that

further comments should be di-

rected to the MOFD Board. 

      

Worth discussed the collective

responsibility of the City and the

MOFD for maintaining Orinda’s in-

frastructure and pressed for the two

groups to continue to work together

on this issue.




