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New Librarian has Big Plans for Rids

By Sophie Braccini

Melanie McCallum gives information to a young reader at the Moraga library

few months ago Melanie Mc-

Callum replaced Moraga
Youth Services Librarian Sandy
Steiner, who retired last year. Mc-
Callum is in charge of making the
reading and literacy experience as
enticing as possible for newborns to
teens, in a community that places a
high value on getting their kids to
read voraciously.

“Moraga families have a special
interest in literature for their kids,”
says McCallum, “we track book cir-
culation and event attendance, and
that gives us a good indication of the
level of interest.”

McCallum worked in the
County library system for eight
years before coming to Moraga.
Some of her early experience was as
a librarian in the Martinez Juvenile
Hall. “There were a few times when
I cried on my way home,” remem-
bers McCallum, “it was very drain-
ing emotionally, but extremely
rewarding.”

“Moraga is a great place to be,”
says McCallum, “T have a special in-
terest in early literacy and am always
on the look-out for programs that
mix education and entertainment.”

The Friends of the Moraga Li-
brary fund the activity program in
Moraga and give $200-$300 a month
to McCallum for activities. In July
the fun was just kicked off by the
Alex Ramon Magic Show, which
McCallum was able to get for free.

SaveNature.org will bring its In-
sect Discovery Lab to Moraga on
July 21st at4:00 p.m. “I chose them
because they are hands-on science,”
says the librarian, “children will be
able to discover, experience, and
touch a wide variety of insects and
other arthropods.” The presentation
is for age 4 to 12 and requires pre-
registration since the number is lim-
ited to 24 participating kids.

On August 18 at 4:00 p.m., the
Moraga library will offer a Tradi-
tional African Dance
presentation/workshop for families
with artist Nana-Dictta Graves. Par-
ticipants will learn basic West
African dance, as well as songs and
games of West Africa.

All youth service librarians in
Contra Costa share a resource file
where they record their feedback
about different performers. “I also
talk a lot with parents, either at my
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desk in the children’s section of the
library, or after presentations,” says
McCallum, “T like to get their direct
feedback and suggestions.” That’s
how the young librarian tested her
idea to bring yoga for kids age 2 to
5 to the library in the fall.

During the summer, she will read
weekly for a young audience (age 6
months-7 years) during the popular
Summer Story Time, and she is a re-
source for those participating in the
Kids Summer Reading Festival that
runs all summer and awards prizes to
kids who read (or are read to) from
age 2 to 5th grade; there’s even a Ba-
bies Summer Reading Festival (birth
to 24 months).

McCallum wishes that more
tweens and teens would come to the
Moraga library. “Young kids love
books,” she says, “but there is a tran-
sitional age, around 10 to 13, where
it is more difficult for them to stay
engaged. We have a very extensive
teen book collection that they should
come and check out.”

For information on the Moraga
library’s summer event schedule go
to http://ccclib.org/locations/mor-
aga.html.
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Would you like to
Hear Better?

Orinda resident Al Koorji of
Lamorinda Hearing Center has
been quietly helping Lamorinda
hear better for the last 10 years.
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355 Village Square, Orinda
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Fast Expert Computer Help

from techmommy!

e Troubleshoot any PC problem.

e Help in plain English, not tech talk. ey

e Virus and spyware removal, system clean-up.
e | earn all of the software on your computer.

e Master e-mail, web searches, filing, attachments.

® Pre-purchase help for computers and electronics.

® Program iPod, cell phone, Blackberry, camera, GPS.
e Set-up and configure new computer, peripherals.

e Hardware upgrades, home network repairs.

e | earn the latest software back-up techniques.

e Personal training in your home, at your pace.

“Over the years
techmommy has been our computer
savior and guru, untangling our hardware and
software problems with remarkable ease. Thank
goodness for techmommy. We would be lost
without her!” — Dan & Colleen,
aga

925-377-7711

www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985
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1170 Upper Happy Valley Rd, Lafayette

One-of-a-Kind Traditional Beauty! Sensational,
3300+/-sf, New England-style home on a private,
gated .48+/-acre lot. 4bd/2.5ba plus separate
office with level lawn area, putting green and
kids’ play area. A special, private oasis for any
family to enjoy. Tucked off the main road with a
grand, yet intimate, appeal. Will capture one’s
heart and soul!

$1,750,000 Lisa Brydon & Kristi lves Team

798 Augusta Drive, Moraga

Rare Opportunity! Stunning views of the 6th
fairway and right on the golf course. Single level
detached in Moraga Country Club with flat yard.
All updated with vaulted ceilings, hardwood
floors, 2 fireplaces, spacious master suite, formal
dining room and eat-in kitchen with a 3-car
garage. All golf and club amenities included.

$995,000 Alan Marks

7 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga

Magestic Country Club Views. Spanish style with
pastoral and Country Club views. Beautiful
upgrades to the 2930+/-sf, 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath,
newer home. Hardwood flooring, arched
doorways and beautiful master suite. Matsutani
landscaped yard with patio & play area. Partially
finished basement perfect for home workshop,
wine storage or workout room.

$1,299,000 Joanna Truelson

460 Miner Road, Orinda

Country Club Classic. Sophisticated, single-level
home located in a private setting with 3 generous
bedrooms and 3 full baths. This home features
gracious, oversized rooms with great indoor/
outdoor spaces. Kitchen/ Great room looks out
to the backyard with sparkling pool. Lovingly
maintained over the years and ready for new
buyers to make their own. 460MinerRoad.com

$1,075,000 Scott Ferguson

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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