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Serene Setting, Great Views!

New Lafayette Listing
3 BR + Den, 3 BA custom home
Private |+ acre, Mt Diablo views
Offered at $719,000
More at www.4 | ShadowHlill.com

Rash of Burglaries in Orinda

By Lou Fancher
rash of home burglaries in
Orinda has Police Chief Jeffrey
Jennings and his department asking
the community to stay on the alert.

“This is a safe community but
crimes of opportunity are just that. I
believe in information sharing: an
aware community is a safe commu-
nity and with that in mind, we have
tried to get the citizens of Orinda on
the same page as the police depart-
ment,” Chief Jennings wrote in an
email.

In a previous message from De-
tective Sergeant Neal Rafanan, sent to
local agencies and the media on July
11th, residents were advised to report
suspicious people and vehicles by
calling the Sherift’s dispatch.

The unusually high number of
daytime break-ins—44 between Janu-
ary and July 11th— have occurred be-
tween 9:00 am. and 4:00 p.m.
Frequently, the burglars have selected
unoccupied homes in more remote lo-
cations where the front doors are not
visible from the street. The criminals
watch residents leave their homes, or
simply knock on the door of a tar-
geted residence. If someone answers,
the burglars pretend to be delivering
a package to a neighbor or feign a
false call for a utility inspection.

“They prefer homes without bur-
glary systems, but are attracted to

homes with hidden driveways and big
picture windows with the curtains
open or blinds up so they can see in.
Audible alarms will scare them off
quicker than a silent alarm,” the Chief
reported.

Portable items are the favored
items, including electronics, jewelry
and coins. Although firearms are not
involved, Jennings warned that these
are dangerous felons and residents
should not pursue them.

“A citizen followed a suspicious
vehicle to the Caldecott Tunnel and
did not call the police department
until it was too late for us to talk to the
occupants,” Jennings said. “We did
get some valuable information but it
would have been nice to have a con-
versation and identify these people.”

The Orinda police department re-
quested additional officers at no addi-
tional cost based on their contract
with the Contra Costa County Office
of the Sheriff. They also altered the
deployment of personnel to place
more officers in the neighborhoods.

Although the crisis is not over, by
working cooperatively with other
local jurisdictions, the police have
several leads and have submitted five
sets of burglars consisting of 21 peo-
ple for prosecution.

Jennings advised residents to
have the police department conduct a

Burglary Prevention Audit to learn
how to make their homes less attrac-
tive to thieves.

In addition to an audit, there are
several immediate steps residents can
take to secure their homes:

* Install deep dead bolt locks on
all exterior doors

* Make sure the street address
is visible from the street

* Remove shrubbery from the front
of the home

* Insure that everyone with access
to your home knows how to
operate the alarm system
properly. (There were 177 false
alarms in the month of June.)

Ultimately, the greatest security
may arise from knowing your neigh-
bors. Exchange phone numbers, or-
ganize a block-watch team, consider
arranging for a house-sitter during
longer absences, and use caution
when encountering a stranger at your
door.

“With these types of crimes of op-
portunities we need everyone to re-
main vigilant and call, if something
doesn’t look or feel right,” Jennings
concluded.

Call the 24 hour dispatch at 925-
284-5010 or 925-646-2441. Also,
program either one of these numbers
into your cell phone and use 911 on
your landline.

ORINDA $5,000,000
4/4.Secluded Sleepy Hollow Estate.
Gracefully remodeled Mediterranean.
Pano views. Lap & infinity pools.

Laura Abrams

$1,399,000
4/3. Stunning, sophisticated, rebuilt
contemporary w/ Pano views, and
dramatic vaulted ceilings.

Val Durantini 925-253-4600

LAFAYETTE
4/2. Light filled Rancher in desirable Burton
Valley. Large backyard w/patio and lawn.
Easy walk to Schools, trail and park.

Theresa Wang

$899,950

925-253-6300

ORINDA
5/4.Pure Elegance! Situated on a gated
cul-de-sac, this home offers the ultimate in
privacy and luxury.
Jamie Roder

MORAGA
4/3. GREAT Spacious home in Sanders
Ranch offers updated kitchen and private
yard with pool.

Elena Hood 925-253-4600
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For a complimentary market analysis
of your specific property, contact Frank today!
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Frank Woodward

Frank@FrankVVoodward.com
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This summer, bring your young naturalist to meet
live animals and explore our natural world.
You’'ll discover fun and enriching classes, workshops,
camps and family programs all summer long.

Go to www.wildlife-museum.org to learn more.

1931 FIRST AVENUE

WALNUT CREEK

Lindsay Wildlife Museum
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Once again our team of experienced Sales Associates
has proven to be industry leaders in Real Estate.

Congratulations Team Orinda!
Ranked #4 in San Francisco Bay Area's CB Offices.

Sales Associates ranking in Top 100

The Beaubelle Group
Susan Schlicher
Maureen Wilbur

Laura Abrams
The Holcenberg Team
Peter & Darlene Hattersley
Lynn Oakes
Bev Amold

$1,748,000
5/3.

Trad. Cust. Home wigreat fir plan, Chef’s kit,
H/W firs, Ig. Mstr Ste, 3 frplc, views!

925-253-4600 The Beaubelle Group 925-253-6300

$2,215,000
4/2.5.Handsome & spacious single

Lvl home, large private lot, breathtaking
Views, top schools.

Woodward & Holt

925-253-6300

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600

The Hood Team
Patti Camras
Jeannette Bettencourt
Walter Nelson
Kathy McCann
Ana Zimmank
Dana Reedy
Kim McAtee

$839,000
3/2.Remodeled with a new kitchen, fam-
ily room, bathrooms and expanded mas-
ter/study. Great yard.
Jim Ellis

925-253-4600
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MORAGA $689,000
3/2. Charming rancher + bonus space.Lvl
lot, hardwd, dual-paned windows, granite.
Remodeled master bath.

Wendy & Michelle Holcenberg 925-253-4600
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MORAGA
5/3.Sanders Ranch Beauty! Beautiful home
in the desirable Upper Brandt Dr area.
Great backyard w/pool & spa.

Elena Hood
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$3,378,000
5/3.Happy Valley 1930s Estate. Notable
1930’s Estate has architectural charm,
views & tennis court.

LAFAYETTE

McCann & Castello
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$1,549,000

925-253-4600

925-253-6300

californiamoves.com

925-935-1978

$1,299,950
4/3. Custom-built French Provincial. Gor-
geous interior w/ designer appointments
thruout, great backyard, views to Carquinez

Jeannette Bettencourt 925-253-4600

ALAMO $1,250,000

3/2.Spectacular home with .75 acre
park-like yard. Stunning one of a kind
property Charming!
Susan Schlicher
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925-253-4600

$2,898,000

4/3. Speaks Volume!

Contemporary & sophisticated gated estate.
Style & distinction in the hills of Happy Vly.
925-253-4600

Audrey Neale

6/4.  Gorgeous, custom, remodeled
Happy Valley Estate w/breathtaking views,
expansive lawns, open floor plan.

The Beaubelle Group 925-253-6300

MARTINEZ
4/5.

Luxury Estate Goes Green.Alhambra
Valley Green Luxury with amazing VIEWS!
Maureen Wilbur 925-253-4600

$2,500,000






