
The Lafayette Planning Com-

mission recently decided

that a proposed 10,388 square foot

house is really not the same as a

5,900 square foot house even if it’s

at the same exact location as the

original request – apples and or-

anges.

     

Despite convincing arguments

from attorney David Bowie repre-

senting the land owners, “this is

essentially the same project from

a massing standpoint that you

originally approved,” the Planning

Commissioners disagreed and

voted unanimously that this ver-

sion does not conform to the orig-

inal approval.

     

Bowie was referring to an ap-

proval on March 20, 2008 for a

Phase I Hillside Development Per-

mit for a new 5,900 square foot,

one and a half story home on a va-

cant fifteen acre parcel on Monti-

cello Road.  In late 2008, the

architect for the property owners

at that time, Richard Bartlett, sub-

mitted a Phase 2 application that

covered design and the impacts of

the project approved in Phase I,

but that time around the project

grew to two stories and 7,171

square feet.  Turns out, that appli-

cation was deemed incomplete in

December of 2008.  Fast forward

two years and the land owners,

Steve and Linda Wight, have a

new architect, Andre Pierce with

Resort Design Architects, who

submitted brand new and greatly

expanded plans for a lovely but

large 10,388 square foot home.      

     

“The issue is off-site visual im-

pact” for the Phase 1 approval,

said Bowie, pointing out the pro-

posed project is nestled into the

saddle of the expansive property

and is virtually concealed from

neighbors.  While it’s true that in

the newest incarnation only a

small portion of chimney is visi-

ble, less of the home than in the

original drawings, the overall mass

of the project is significantly

larger.  

     

Many neighbors were con-

cerned about the proposed project.

Don Walket said, “Residents feel

stunned – this doubles the size of

the previous project.”  Bill Bucher,

President of the Happy Valley Im-

provement Association, spoke in

support of the staff recommenda-

tion to go back to Phase 1.  

     

Speaking for his clients the

Wight family, Bowie said he is

currently “reviewing options” with

the City and these matters, “tend

to ultimately work out well.  I

think this house is perfectly sited,

very gracious, and it deserves due

consideration.”

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, August 3, 2011Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYA2

Read my Scrips, 7/18/11  Police

received a report that someone

was forging stolen prescription

pads to illegally obtain narcotic

drugs.  

Reading, Writing and…?

7/15/11 Vandalism was the les-

son of the day, when someone

discovered graffiti painted on

two walls at Burton Valley Ele-

mentary.  Three flower pots and

two mosaic tiles were also bro-

ken.  A few days earlier,

7/11/11, someone stole a pedal

cart, from a locked enclosure,

belonging to a summer camp at

Stanley School.  

Two-fer, 7/11/11  Two cars

parked at Lafayette Safeway

sustained minor front end dam-

age in a jump- the-bump hit and

run.  Thanks to a witness who

got the license number, police

located the suspect and vehicle.

When questioned by police, the

driver said he accidentally hit

the gas instead of the brake,

jumping his car over a concrete

barrier and into the aforemen-

tioned victim cars.  The driver

said he knew he hit another car

but because he didn’t think he’d

done any damage he did not

leave contact info.  

Just for Kicks, 7/10/11 Some-

one kicked open a side garage

door on Springbrook Road.

He/she then stole from the

garage and the kitchen, scoring

an estimated $1,000 in goods.

Police Report

City Council
Monday, August 8, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Planning Commission
Monday, August 15, 7:00 pm
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,

Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd

Design Review
Monday, August 8, 7:00 pm

Lafayette Library & Learning Center

in the Arts & Science Discovery 

Center at 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting

notes and announcements

City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us

Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org
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 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

Mo’s sizzling
summer 
specials…

• Outdoor kitchens
• New gas lines for

cooktops and dryers
• Fire pits & patio heaters
• Pool heaters & hot tubs
• Natural gas barbecues

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

*1 coupon per service, exp. 9/1/11 

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Loot
$100 off

Gas line installation
over $600*

LeapFrog Loot
$200 off

Tankless/hybrid 
water heater 
installation*

green solutions!

+$300

tax credit

LeapFrog Plumbing
Got gas? Many people 
think plumbers deal only 
with water and sewage. 
Not true! We install and 
repair all types of gas lines
and fixtures too.

We’re poly­pipe certified
(used by PG&E – better than iron)

LeapFrog Loot
$50 off

Any plumbing job*

Family-owned and
serving Lamorinda

since 1993

We Hop To It!

Fentons Quest for Parking Relief
By Cathy Tyson

Calling it a “fantastic vision”

and “great opportunity,” all

the members of the City Council

were enthusiastic about Fentons

Creamery possibly locating in the

historic Park Theater building–

but securing the project would re-

quire officially changing the

parking standards around the ed-

ifice on Golden Gate Way.  

     

“I’m in favor of ice cream,”

disclosed Council Member

Brandt Andersson at a recent City

Council meeting, “I hope we can

make this work.”    

     

The Park Theater and nearby

Plaza Way property owners want

relief to officially lower the strict

parking requirements in the area.

With only twelve, that’s right –

just one dozen parking spaces,

The Park Theater building is 54

spaces short of meeting the cur-

rent city requirement, according

to a letter from developer, and

one of the owners of the Park

Theater, Greg Woehrle.  He pro-

posed a compromise, “Unless we

can come to some kind of com-

mon goal – we will never be able

to bring in this iconic business.”  

     

He’s been diligently negotiat-

ing with nearby parking lot own-

ers – the “Absolutely No Theater

Parking” lot directly adjacent to

the Theater and the First Street

Bridge Lot just down Golden

Gate Way, along with the 76 Gas

Station to chip away at the park-

ing dilemma.  

     

Michael Poy, whose father

opened Squirrels Restaurant back

in 1983, is considering making an

investment in a remodel of the

iconic eatery, but wants to clarify

the parking situation first.  

     

The four property owners on

Plaza Way signed a letter asking

for an official adjustment of the

parking requirement – citing the

unique significance and character

of this block that’s crucial to the

image of the city, “but is crippled

by strict parking requirements.”

The historic area houses the for-

mer Pioneer Store and The Way-

side Inn which dates back to 1898

when it was a tavern and hotel,

according to the Lafayette Histor-

ical Society.  At that time there

wasn’t even a horse parking re-

quirement.

     

Fenton’s bottom line – either

solve the parking issues in a timely

manner or they will look else-

where.  They hope to open the new

location in the summer of 2012, so

time is of the essence getting the

recently approved parking sub-

committee to come up with new

historic district guidelines.  Once

those are in place, and building

permits are approved, a significant

remodel can begin.
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Planning Commission Denies Permit Application for
“Large” Change in Plans
By Cathy Tyson

Dana Green
Lic. #01482454

Sarah  Kellar
Lic. #01805955

(925) 339-1918
www.DanaGreenTeam.com

3365 Woodview Drive, Lafayette

• Inviting 4BD/2BA, 2,547 sq. ft. traditional 
w/attached 1BD/1BA  in-law suite

• Quiet & private .52-acre property w/charming 
courtyard & sunlit patio

• Fantastic Burton Valley  location close to Las 
Trampas Pool, top-rated schools, trail & 
commute routes.

www.3365WoodviewDrive.com

Offered at $899,000

Open Sunday 1-4

Delightful Lafayette Traditional with In-Law Suite

Please submit   
Letters and Opinions:  

letters@lamorinda
weekly.com




