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Council Clarifies Traffic Calming Policy

By Sophie Braccini
On the heels of a decision
granting Campolindo area
residents new four-way stop sig-
nage at the intersection of Cam-
polindo Drive and Calle Ia
Montana, the Moraga Town
Council is spreading the word
that it is willing to discuss traffic
calming projects that do not nec-
essarily satisfy to the letter all of
the strict requirements contained
the Traffic and Safety Calming
Guide.

The Guide stipulates that a
precise percentage of neighbors
must be in favor of a specific traf-
fic calming measure, such as a
stop sign, in order for the Traffic
Safety Advisory Committee
(TSAC) to make a positive rec-

ommendation to the Council.
“The guide sets guidelines for
TSAC to make a recommenda-
tion to the Council, but it is the
Council that makes the final deci-
sion,” responded Town Manager
Jill Keimach to a question from
Mayor Karen Mendonca.
“People need to know that
even if they do not get the exact
number of signatures, they can
appeal to the Council,” said Men-
donca, “and that needs to be
clearly indicated in the Guide.”
Due to a lack of responses, the
Campolindo petitioners failed to
show the 70% of yays that is re-
quired by the Guide. However,
the Council felt that there was
enough evidence that the signs

were a matter of public safety,
and there was no clear opposition
to them, to allow petitioners to
purchase the new signs and pay
for their installation.

During the discussion, Council
members more than once referred
to a previous Larch neighborhood
stop sign project; the supporters of
four new stop signs dropped the
petition after failing to get enough
signatures. Keimach noted, “If
they want to have the Council re-
view the question they should
bring it back to TSAC, which
would either make a positive or
negative recommendation to the
Town Council; the Council would
then debate the issue and make the
final decision.”

Man Hunt Near the Upper
San Leandro Reservoir

By Sophie Braccini

Q t approximately 6:45 p.m. on

onday, July 25, an East Bay
Regional Park District patrol officer
was attacked in the fields and hills
that extend south from Moraga to the
Upper San Leandro Reservoir by
two assailants carrying what he said
sounded like automatic weapons.
The officer, who was not hurt, took
cover and called for reinforcement.
Forces from Moraga, Lafayette,
Orinda, Richmond, the Contra Costa
County Sheriff's Office, and the
Highway Patrol, including an ar-
mored truck and helicopters, came to
his rescue.

The search was led by East Bay
Park Police Captain Mark Rup-
penthal, who is familiar to Moraga
residents as their former Chief of Po-
lice, and was called off at 10:00 p.m.

due to darkness.

Ruppenthal believes that the in-
cident erupted because the gunmen
were trying to protect a marijuana
growing farm, hidden somewhere in
the wilderness. A decision was made
on Tuesday morning to wait for rein-
forcements in order to be able to
scour the large expanse of hills in
search of pot fields.

“I am very pleased at the re-
sponse our department made and the
assistance we provided,” said Mor-
aga’s current Chief of Police Bob
Priebe, “We were able to provide one
sergeant, three patrol officers, and
one reserve officer to assist. I am
very happy with the positive out-
come of getting the involved officer
out of the dangerous area safely and
with no injuries to anyone.”

Priebe explained that the area in-
volved is far outside the Town’s bor-
ders—the incident and suspected
grow area are in Alameda County.
“Rancho Laguna Park is still a safe
place to enjoy and there should be no
concern for safety based on last
night’s activities,” Priebe stated the
next day.

Later in the week, Ruppenthal
confirmed that the investigation is
still open and personnel would be re-
turning to the area soon.

Ruppenthal also discussed hiker
safety on the EBMUD trail between
Rancho Laguna Park and the San Le-
andro Reservoir. “Itis safe, as is any
walking in wilderness; be aware of
your surroundings,” he said, “these
people don’t want to be found-hikers
must stay on the trail.”
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5 Canyon View Drive, Orinda

Breathtaking Country French luxury! This
stunning estate brings old world authentic details
and high-end finishes to this 6271+/-sf, 5+bd,
5.5ba main house and includes a separate car-
riage house. The travertine patio and sparkling
pool with waterfall and outdoor barbecue/kitchen
make for an entertainment oasis. This very
private 1.26+/-acre, mostly level property is not to
be missed. www.5CanyonView.com
$3,450,000 Alan Marks

3204 Glenside Drive, Lafayette

This elegantly detailed and finely appointed
Lafayette home exudes charm and is just steps
from the highly coveted Lafayette Trail. Stylish
built-ins, crown molding, wide plank hardwood
floors, flagstone patio and professionally mani-
cured gardens. 2800+/-sf, 4bd/3ba home, ideal for
families with family room, play room, lovely out-
door spaces and proximity to many parks and
fields. www.3204Glenside.com
$1,049,000 Rochelle Williams & Erin McCoin

10 Las Palomas, Orinda

Orinda Country Club retreat. Beautifully
renovated, 3832+sf, 5bd/3.5ba home on a 0.5+/-
acre lot with “Old World” style and charm. Open
floor plan with kitchen/great room plus separate
guest suite. Spectacular grounds: pool, spa,
built-in barbecue, fire pit, lawns, gardens,
playground & more! www.10LasPalomas.com
$1,899,000 Lori Legler & Cheryl Hata

7 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga

Spanish style with pastoral and Country Club
views. Newer home with beautiful upgrades to
the 2930+/-sf, 4 bedrooms and 3.5 baths.
Hardwood flooring, arched doorways and a
beautiful master suite. Matsutani landscaped yard
with patio and play area. Partially finished
basement perfect for home workshop, wine
storage or workout room.

$1,299,000 Joanna Truelson

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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