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Civic News
Public Meetings

City Council
Tuesday, September 6, 7:00 pm

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Historical Landmarks
Committee

Tuesday, August 23 at 3:00 PM
(July 26 had been canceled)

Gallery Room, Orinda Library
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, August 23, at 7:00
(August 9 has been canceled)

p-m. Orinda Library, Garden Room
26 Orinda Way

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org
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Police Report

Put the Lime in the Coconut
and Tequila in Your Pants...
7/27/11 An Orinda Safeway
“customer” walked out of the
store with a bottle of tequila in
his waistband. A sharp-eyed
clerk followed him out and
confronted him. The “cus-
tomer” said he was with the
store’s loss prevention team.
Yeah, right. The clerk placed
him under citizen’s arrest until
the police arrived. Turns out
he has prior petty theft convic-
tions, and was booked into
Martinez Detention Facility.

Blades Away, 8/4/11 Someone
smashed a car’s window and
took a computer notebook, a
hatchet and...wait for it...a
Samurai sword.  Unusual
stolen items valued over
$2500, and the broken win-
dow will set the owner back
another $300.

Not so Neighborly, 7/25/11
Two neighbors in a long-
standing property dispute re-
portedly had words. The
report is that the man con-
fronted the women along a
shared driveway, called her a
not-so-nice word and followed
her into the garage. When she
locked herself into her own
car for protection, he followed
her in and slammed his fist on
the car, causing $7,000 worth
of damage. Next day the man
called police and denied the
garage incident.

Please submit
Letters and Opinions:
letters@lamorinda
weekly.com

Recreation Time for Todd Skinner

Todd Skinner today, a retired and content Orindan

' I Yodd Skinner says he’s gained
a new perspective.  The

newly retired Director of Parks and
Recreation for Orinda sits under
umbrella shade near the library and
contemplates the outside of the old
Orinda Elementary School, his
work home for 31 years. That
building, which used to be painted
bright blue, is the city’s Community

Photo Cathy Dausman
Center. The Center, he says “brings
people together here even more
than what they’re doing.” Yet Skin-
ner never walked inside until start-
ing what he calls his “rewarding
and fulfilling career.”

Skinner admits he was surprised
“that Orinda got a Community Cen-
ter,” and surprised “that there was a
career here for me.” Before the

1970’s Orinda had no park or com-
munity center and the Lamorinda
native thought he’d have to look
elsewhere for work in his field.

Skinner’s first post-college job
earned him $6 an hour in Berkeley
as assistant camps director. He
stayed three and a half years. Then
his wife noticed an ad for a recre-
ation director in Orinda. Skinner
took the job in 1980 and the next
three decades are his history.

Skinner arrived at the “tail end
of old Orinda,” before the city had
incorporated, when it was a county
designated service area known as
R-6. It was the first of three distinct
eras of his tenure. Recreation
classes then were mostly cooking
classes geared to stay-at-home
moms. “We sometimes ran ten
classes,” Skinner recalls, “but they
were always filled.”

Back then it wasn’t unusual for
the city to have 80 parks and recre-
ation volunteers. “We were the
thing that was happening,” he says.
Orinda was “rallying around the
community center, and rallying
around the park.” The Orinda Parks
and Recreation Foundation with its
annual Black Tie party spearheaded
the funding and drove the work
along.

City incorporation in 1985 was
the second phase of Skinner’s em-
ployment. The once stand-alone
recreation department became one
of Orinda’s “three P’s: Police, Plan-
ning and Parks [departments].” The
recreation department developed an
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Schedule By Category:

Groups K-5 and 6-1
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array of child-friendly afternoon
classes to assist families where both
parents worked full time.

One secret to the Orinda Com-
munity Center’s success, and thus
the Parks and Rec Department pro-
grams, says Skinner, is that its cen-
tralized location attracts participants
from outside Orinda. He says
nearly 35% of class attendees come
from places like Berkeley, El So-
brante and the Upper Happy Valley
area of Lafayette. “The [recreation]
center works and always will
work,” he emphasizes.

Today’s Parks & Rec clients are
both children and adults; with spe-
cial interest evening classes for
adults. The Ballet Academy and
theater program are up and running
and the city hired a Camps Director
for K-8 students. With all the
changes throughout the years,
Orinda city population (17,648 as of
the 2010 US census) hasn’t budged
much since the start of Skinner’s ca-
reer.

Skinner calls his final era the
building boom. The Community
Center was remodeled and the Wag-
ner Ranch Gym built in 1997, the
new library in 2001, and a new City
Hall opened in 2007. Orinda devel-
oped a “more aggressive park ded-
ication ordinance,” under former
City Manager Bill Lindsay, and
sought out more park space. Orinda
Oaks Park, originally planned as 11
acres, ultimately grew to the 110
acre Orinda Oaks Open Space Pre-
serve.

Skinner has seen some exciting
changes in his department since
1980, including the Wilder Devel-
opment. When Wilder is com-
plete, the city’s recreational
acreage will more than double.
The first two, of five, planned
playing fields (lighted and de-
signed with artificial turf for yeat
-round use) are scheduled to open
in November. “I’ll be there when
they open,” he says, because “this
is Orinda’s new recreation fron-
tier.” Skinner plans to hike the en-
tire length of Wilder trails, from
Orinda south to San Leandro
someday.

Art in Public Places was the last
project with which Skinner was in-
volved, and he shares credit with
Ted Urban. Works from dozens of
regional artists have been loaned to
Orinda and exhibited for a year
throughout the library and plaza, the
Community Center, and City Hall.
When the city saved to purchase
two of the more popular pieces,
three other artists stepped up with
permanent donations.

Recently returned from an Echo
Lake vacation, Skinner seems re-
laxed but involved as he helps his
wife complete a home kitchen re-
model and contemplates his future.
By way of goodbye, he says simply,
“Something new is good for the
city.” It seems that is true for build-
ings, careers and people.

I
Todd Skinner as he appeared in the
Miramonte High School yearbook,
circa 1970





