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TEEN SCENE
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Five Seconds to a First Impression
By Courtney Tran

Miramonteigrirls spend September in skinny jeans, short shorts, and bright patterned
tanks accentuated by light layers. From left: Tara Leong, Alyssa Lopez, Julia Kim, Jenny

Nguyen, Camille Ganacial, and Nicole Maligaya

amorinda middle and high school stu-

dents are gearing up for school with new
pencils, notebooks, and, of course, new
wardrobes.

Kaitlin Wong, aspiring model, Tumblr
devotee, and Miramonte senior, plans to wear
more green this year. “Style lets you express
yourself. Like music or art. After all, you’ve
only got five seconds to make a first impres-
sion,” Wong said.

“My color this year is green. I'm moving
away from black. There’s been too much in
past years...but I don’t care about Lamorinda
style,” she admits. “It’s pretty classic and
doesn’t really change. Even when there are
fads, Lamorindan teens tend to stay classic
and preppy, with a bit of slouch.”

Though this fall’s fashion trend remains
remarkably consistent with that of the 2010-
2011 school year—short shorts for girls, cargo
shorts for guys, and graphic tees and jeans for
everybody—skinny jeans in particular are
gaining momentum, edging wide-cut jeans
out of the mainstream style scene.

Many teenage girls are also carrying their
summer sundresses and floral skirts into the
fall season.

“I’'m wearing as many dresses as I can to
school until its cold,” reported a Campolindo
sophomore. “Dresses and skirts are a chance
to be girly, playful, and they’re practical in this
warmer weather.”

Inspired by celebrities like Taylor Swift
and Vanessa Hudgens, others opt for bo-
hemian styles.
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“I really love the boho chic look,” says
Miramonte’s Lisa Chang. “It’s classy when
young women wear long, flowing dresses
with a cropped T-shirt. It elongates their fig-
ure and makes them look elegant.”

Forever 21 and Urban Outfitters boast
moderate prices, up-to-date styles, and soaring
popularity among Lamorinda teens. Mc-
Caulou’s and TJ Maxx are consistently touted
as “go-to’s” for affordable, nearby options.

“Brand names and stores are my thing.
But I shop anywhere it’s cheap,” says sopho-
more Alexandra Chavez.

Some teens, however, take their clothing
into their own hands.

“I don’t really make my own stuff, but I
redesign little things. I've re-colored
shoelaces,” says OIS student Ryan Tran.
“I’ve also bleached a jacket. That looks really
cool.”

Chavez enjoys sewing details onto her
clothing, changing the cut and hem of outfits,
and shops specifically for items that can mod-
ify or use to amend her personal clothes
choices.

“I’m going to start making clothes again,”
said Chavez. “It’s something I love to do.
Gets me through the day—if something’s on
my mind, I can just style something up. Great
thing is, styling is easy. Anyone can exhibit
original flair with a bit of confidence.”

Miramonte senior Courtney Tran enjoys good
music and chocolate, has never drunk a can
of soda, and likes seeing life as a mildly fem-
inist fairytale.
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THE APP RAP

By Eric Pawlakos

RedLaser (ForiPhone, iTouch, and Android)
Price: Free
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by driving a few miles down the road to another
store.”

But wait, there’s more! Other features in-
clude the ability to email yourself barcodes of
items that you may be interested in buying at a
later date. RedLaser also has the ability to list
allergen and nutritional information on just
about every brand-name packaged food.

When you want to buy video games, scan-
ning the barcode showcases game reviews.

Be sure you are paying the lowest possible
price for any product you buy. Download Red-
Laser on your smartphone today and let the sav-

Everybody loves a deal! In this economy,
no one wants to over pay for any product,
especially when several stores carry the same
item. Wouldn't it be great if you could just take
your cell phone, scan the barcode on the item
of interest, and receive a list of places with the
lowest price?

Fortunately, there is a free, simple-to-use
app doing exactly that, available for Androids,
iTouch, and iPhones. It’s called RedLaser.

Here’s how it works.

Hold your smartphone steady while align-
ing the product’s bar code on your phone’s
screen as it scans. RedLaser immediately ings begin.
searches online using Google Product Search,
TheFind, eBay and Half.com. It then lists, from
the lowest price to the highest, online retailers
offering the product. Christine Requa, a recent E E
graduate of Miramonte High School, com- "
mented, “RedLaser searches quickly so that you
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can compare the internet prices easily.”
RedLaser does much more than online
Scan with RedLaser

comparisons. It also uses your phone’s location
to do a local search of all nearby retailers that
have your particular item in stock. It displays
the retailers name, address, and current price
point. Bobby Taylor, a senior at Miramonte
High School, said that RedLaser is great be-
cause “you may find that you can save money

the above QR code will get you to
our website—try it.

Local Girls are Finalists in State
Pageant Contest

Submitted by Tasha Rasilla

aley Rose Rasilla and Jade Ling

Wong, both of Moraga, were selected
as state finalists in the princess category of
the National American Miss Pageant held in
Santa Clara on July 30th.

Ling Wong, 5, a kindergartener at
Rheem Elementary School received second
place honors in the talent competition. She
sang, A Cappella, “The Fifty Nifty States.”

Rasilla, 7, a second grader Camino
Pablo Elementary School was a top ten con-
tender of the 30 princess candidates. Rasilla
was sponsored by local businesses includ-
ing, Diablo Foods, Penninis Pizza, Terzetto,
They Grow so Fast and Moraga Hardware.

Left to right: Haley Rose Rasilla and Jade Ling
Wong Photo Sharon Ziegenbein
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Pilates

Hired Labor Painting

Pilates

No Pain!
Personal Attention
M Get Fit

81 925-708-3279

COREKINETICS-Pilates Studio Orinda
- Free fitness analysis with first lesson

+ Rehab your Sports Injuries/ Back Problems

« Custom workouts-all bodies welcome

« Private and semi private classes

- Certified for 20 years/teacher for 36

Pet sitting

Pet sitting

LOVABLE PET-SITTING

Cats, Dogs, Birds, Fish

A' Play-Time - Walks - Feeding
Tender-Care - House-Sitting
References - 15 Years Experience
Lamorinda
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DANNY'S PAI NTING ]

Interior - Exterior - Residential « CommerCIaI

Hire Local Labor!

Who we are:
Miramonte Grads & Students

What do we do:

Window cleaning, weed whacking, car
washing & detailing, painting, ivy removal,
gutter cleaning, property clean up, hedge
trimming, lawn & pool care, digging &
trenching, gardening, drip irrigation & more.

Insured & Bonded lic.# 945081

925-323- 054:%,

DRYWALL REPAIR - CABINET PAINTING
WALLPAPER REMOVAL
FENCE & DECK STAINING
TEXTURE/STAINING - SPRAY FINISHES
ACOUSTIC REMOVAL
PRESSURE WASHING
NEW CONSTRUCTION
REMODELS &CONDOS
CUSTOM INTERIOR FINISHING

$11 per hour
Cadll: (925) 818-6937 or emaiil:
locallabor818@gmail.com

Construction

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor
American owned and operated

Construction

Give your kitchen a facelift!

Renovation ¢ Remodeling

Home Repair
Big & Small Jobs

r:

Limitless options on sizes, style, colors.
Save time and money by re-facing
instead of remodeling.

Fine custom cabinets. No middleman.

Bonded & Insured. Lic # 898775

925-825-5201

C.P. Smith Construction
Lafayette, Phone: 925-283-6484
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LEVELING - STABILIZING

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Maintenance/Clean- up
Monthly Service By
Sprinkler
System Repair

Call Jose
(925) 787-5743

License #: 018287

25 yrs. experierice
in Lamorinda

1 Email: kustomkitchens1@yahoo.com
Gardening Plumbing Massage
J. Limon Gardening| |1.355CLOG-GONE
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Gas * Water - Sewer
Install, Repair & Cleaning
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FLUNSINE. NODTEE & BINOVATHSE

first visit
Full Body Massage

w/coupon
0000000000000

925 708 7080
Full Body Massage, Foot Reflexology
23 Orinda Way, Suite N, Orinda
925.258.1888

www.absoluteplumbing.us
Insured & Bonded Lic. #890248

a3

[P






