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Council Rescinds Ordinance
Complaints continue regarding concert noise

By Sophie Braccini
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The Beatles tribute band Because played at the Commons on August 4

During its August 24 meeting,
the Moraga Town Council

voted unanimously to rescind an or-
dinance that it had passed at the end
of 2008, which aimed at exempting
the Town from the limitations of its
sound ordinance in an effort to protect
itself from lawsuits pertaining to noise
from events such as the summer con-
cert series at the Moraga Commons
Park. A resident challenged that ordi-
nance and the Court ruled in her favor,
leaving the Town no choice but to dis-
card the rule.

Kingsford Drive resident Gary
Glassel, who lives some 300 yards
from the Commons, came to the
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Council meeting to express his out-
rage at the Town’s attempt to exempt
itself from its own rules and speak to
the noise impact of the concerts in his
home. “Where I live, on top of the
hill, the decibel level is higher than if
you are sitting at the park,” he said,
“and no one from the Town ever came
to listen.” Glassel said that he was
pleased that the Court ruled against the
Town and he vowed to continue to fol-
low up on the issue. “The concerts can
go on, but they have to be at a lower
noise level,” he said.

According to Jay Ingram, Moraga
Parks and Recreation Director, the
noise ordinance is now back to its

original state and the Town has no
plans to do further noise impact re-
views. “The Court ruled that we had
not done an adequate CEQA (Califor-
nia Environmental Quality Act) study
to exempt ourselves from the noise
ordinance,” said Ingram, “we could
have decided to do a full blown
CEQA study, instead the Town will
continue to be a good neighbor and
pursue its mitigation efforts to reduce
the noise impact.”

During the summer concerts,
noise levels were measured to make
sure that the limit of 60 decibels was
not exceeded. If noise was found to
exceed the limit, Town staff commu-
nicated with the concert’s sound en-
gineer to reduce the volume.
Readings were taken in three different
locations, but not on Glassel’s street.
After hearing the complaints at the
Council meeting, Town Manager Jill
Keimach decided, “During the Pear
and Wine Festival (coming up on
September 24) we’ll go up to Kings-
ford Drive and will take measure-
ments there,” she said. “We want to
keep good sound quality, while mak-
ing sure it does not become a nuisance
in neighborhoods.”
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New in Town: Shawna Brekke-Read

... continued from page A4

“The original plan changed signifi-
cantly,” she said, “some people
were still dissatisfied with three sto-
ries, but we addressed most of the
concerns through the conditions of
approval.”

The new Planning Director is

enthused by the energy of the Eco-
nomic Development Action Team
and its plans for the Rheem Center.
“There are other municipalities in
the Bay Area that have re-imagined
old shopping centers to create a suc-
cessful downtown, such as Healds-

burg,” she says. At press time,
Brekke-Read hoped to participate to
the Community Workshop to Create
a Vision for Rheem on August 27
and 29 — a great opportunity to start
getting a feel for what the commu-
nity wants
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NEW FALL CLASSES

« Fall Fun with Mommy and Me (ages 1.5 to 3.5)
Tuesday mornings, starts 9/20
- Ballet (ages 3-10) Wednesday afternoons, starts 9/14
» KidZ Love Soccer (ages 2-7)
Monday afternoons, starts 9/19
» Carpentry (ages 5-12) Tuesday afternoons, starts 9/6
» Splashball Waterpolo (ages 5-9)
Sunday evenings, starts 9/11

Karate Classes
For the Whole Family

KARATE

BENEFITS
. Self-Defense
. Fitness
. Art
. Sport
. Discipline
. Better School
Grades
. LIFE SKILLS

hy U
‘School of Champions
The Karate & Fitness Place USA

1375 Moraga Way, Moraga

9253763667
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The Orinda office of
Alain Pinel Realtors

is a proud sponsor of the

Lafayette Art & Wine Festival
September 17th & 18th

in Downtown Lafayette

Stop by our booth to say hello
and receive a free gift.

We look forward to seeing you!

5 Canyon View Drive, Orinda

Breathtaking Country French luxury! This
stunning estate brings old world authentic details
and high-end finishes to this 6271+/-sf, 5+bd,
5.5ba main house and includes a separate car-
riage house. The travertine patio and sparkling
pool with waterfall and outdoor barbecue/kitchen
make for an entertainment oasis. This very
private 1.26+/-acre, mostly level property is not to
be missed. www.5CanyonView.com
$3,450,000 Alan Marks

10 Las Palomas, Orinda

Orinda Country Club retreat. Beautifully
renovated, 3832+sf, 5bd/3.5ba home on a 0.5+/-
acre lot with “Old World” style and charm. Open
floor plan with kitchen/great room plus separate
guest suite. Spectacular grounds: pool, spa,
built-in barbecue, fire pit, lawns, gardens,
playground & more! www.10LasPalomas.com
$1,899,000 Lori Legler & Cheryl Hata

251 Monte Vista Ridge Road, Orinda

Nestled on 1.65+/-acres at the end of an exclusive
cul-de-sac, this 4527+/-sf manor home boasts
spectacular views of Briones Reservoir, Mount
Diablo and the Orinda Country Club. The most
striking feature of this 5bd/4ba home is the
palatial outdoor patio room with its own custom
gourmet Viking kitchen, built-in center island, and
unrivaled views across the valley.

$2,395,000 Rochelle Williams & Erin McCoin

7 Moraga Valley Lane, Moraga

Spanish style with pastoral and Country Club
views. Newer home with beautiful upgrades to
the 2930+/-sf, 4 bedrooms and 3.5 baths.
Hardwood flooring, arched doorways and a
beautiful master suite. Matsutani landscaped yard
with patio and play area. Partially finished
basement perfect for home workshop, wine
storage or workout room.

$1,249,000 Joanna Truelson

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources. Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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