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Although local grape growers are experiencing late ripen-
ing crops, Sal Captain of Captain Vineyards in Moraga
who farms 3500 vines, the largest amount in Lamorinda,
told me that production this year is better than when the
season started. His wife, Susan Captain, is the President of
LWGA. One of the missions of the organization is to in-
crease resident membership as well as have Lamorinda
designated as an American Viticultural Area (AVA).
Prominent appellations add value and eminence in wine
circles.

The varietals grown throughout Lafayette, Orinda,
and Moraga span the French Bordeaux area with Cabernet
Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Petit Verdot, and Merlot to
the Rhone regions’ Syrah, Petite Sirah, Grenache, Mourve-
dre, and Viognier. Burgundy is represented by the Pinot
Noir grape and Lamorindans also grow small amounts of
Sangiovese and Chardonnay. The smallest LWGA mem-
ber grower tends 20 vines. Numerous amateur gardeners
dabble in viticulture and could benefit from becoming a
member of a lively grass roots wine region development.
Despite the small quantity of bunches, growers talk about
the great expectation of a high quality wine production.
Will 2011 become known as collectible vintage year?

Last year at this time, I was privileged to visit the gar-
dens of Giverny and the vineyards of the Loire. The wis-
dom I have savored since growing up in a wine area and
living in France as a student at the University of Bordeaux
is that gardening and grapes meld cultures, break barriers,
and entertain conversation and connection.

Fall is upon us as the harvest days begin. Naturally
there is more to do in the autumn garden besides tend to
our vineyards, even if you never met a glass of wine you
didn’t enjoy! ..continued on page D11
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McDonnell \Q) Nursery

October Sale! 25% u select sizes of
Perennials, Trees and Shrubs

family owned since 1933

Trees - Shrubs - Vines - Annuals - Perennials
Vegetables - Containers - Statuary & Fountains
Indoor Plants - Decorative Items

www.mcdonnellnursery.com
196 Moraga Way « Orinda « (925) 254-3713 « Open Daily

Garden nghTS landscape &

pool development inc.

Garden Lights is an Award Winning
Landscape Design-Build Firm
Offering Servicesin...

* Landscape Design & Installation
Planting - Masonry - Concrete - Carpentry

* Low-voltage Landscape Lighting
* Pool / Spa Design, Installation & Remodels
* Water Gardens, Ponds & Waterfalls

Design & Install with just one call.

925-254-4797

Free Consultations

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 18 years. Bonded — Licensed & Insured Lic. #702845





