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Whether Mother Nature surprises us with warm or cold weather, this is an optimal
time to fertilize and augment the soil. Because temperatures will be getting cooler
as days get shorter, the nutrients in fertilizers can do their job to balance growth in
roots and shoots.

Tomatoes took a long time to ripen this the summer, and now gardeners are

reaping bushels of ripe, juicy produce. Be vigilant in harvesting your zucchini, cu-
cumbers, melons, eggplants, carrots, kale, and beans before a cold spell hits. If you
are ready to prepare your potager or vegetable garden for the following year, stop
watering which will encourage your plants to push for that final crop before wither-
ing. Cutback your tomato bushes, toss them in the compost bin, and fry those green
tomatoes which will not continue ripening once frost hits.
Leaves are starting to turn colors and flutter to the ground. Rake them and put them
in the compost pile to amend your soil in a few months. With the dazzling, capti-
vating, changing colors of the foliage, take photos of a tree or bush in your garden
from the same angle every day to chronicle the evolution of nature.

Ifyou are installing or repairing a lawn, October is a prime month to get the job
done. Are you seeking the perfect pristine lawn seed? Many of you emailed me if such
a discovery existed after last month’s Lawn Ranger column. Since Halloween is this
month, I saved this announcement as it may be so scary that you'll be calling your
mummy! The USDA approved a new genetically modified Kentucky Bluegrass from
Monsanto this past July that is engineered to resist weed sprays like Roundup. Tar-
geted for golf courses, opponents argue that this new GMO weed-free lawn may cause
birth defects. Since perfection is not my plight and I am neither a golfer nor pregnant,
I'lllet you decide if this development is a dream come true or a hellish nightmare!

Enjoy the rustling of the autumn leaves, the wine from the vine, the changing
of the color guard, and the final bounty from your garden efforts. Howl at the harvest
moon as Halloween is around the corner. Start gathering willow twigs for your magic
wands and bewitching herbs to brew dervish drinks. The holidays will be upon us
soon, but for now, we can chant merrily, “fall lalalala”
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Orange and yellow spider dahlias burst with autumn hues.

MORAGA
GARDEN
CENTER

Annual Fall Sale
Ends Oct. 31
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Free Plants with Purchase

Moraga Garden Center
located at the Moraga Shopping Center

925-376-1810

9am-5pm
7 days a week

4. ADVANCE

TREE SERVICE:
& Landscaping

Family owned in Moraga since 1987

Lic.: #611120

Yourfriendly neighborhood -

At AdvanceTree, being an arborist is more than arborists Dames and Lew Edwards

a career-it is a calling. Because of our passion
and commitment to the industry, we became a
certified arborist more than 25 years ago. In addition, we are a proud
member of both the ISA (International Society of Arboriculture) and TCIA
(Tree Care Industry Association) with access to resources that enable us to
stay abreast of the latest information and techniques. We have technical
knowledge about topics like tree care, pest management and safety standards
which allows us to provide truly professional services to our clients.

So don’t wait until it’s too late, have a complete inspection by a
Certified Arborist at Advance Tree Service
and Landscaping.

Advance Tree Service

Your Authority on Trees and Landscape.

925-376-6528

advancetree@shcglobal.net www.advancetree.com

Follow us on Twitter (advancetree) and like us on Face Book
(ADVANCETREESERVICEANDLANDSCAPINGINC.)






