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SMC Launches Center for

Environmental Literacy
A new home for River of Words

By Andrea A. Firth
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2010 Finalist; Nutchanan Ratchakul, age 10, Bangkok, Thailand, Demon-
stration School (Primary), Teacher: Pichai Niyomtham

€€ A path, unpredictable, habitat,

helter, wildlife, recreation, our
life’s blood, new life, reflection, need
protection, community.” What’s the
connection between these words?
These are the responses grade school
and high school students gave when
asked to define a watershed. The re-
sponses were part of River of Words,
anationally acclaimed ecoliteracy pro-
gram that encourages young people to
explore the watersheds where they live
and trains educators to guide them in
the process. Started in 1995, River of
Words is an environmental poetry and
visual arts program for students in
kindergarten through 12th grade that is
now based in thousands of schools in
almost all fifty states and several coun-
tries throughout the world.

River of Words recently found a
new home at Saint Mary’s College
(SMC) as part of the newly launched
Center for Environmental Literacy.
The new Center, housed in the
Kalmanovitz School of Education at
SMC, will explore and promote the
study of nature and the arts in Kinder-
garten through 12th grade education.
“The Center will help prepare the next
generation of education leaders to ad-
dress global ecological concerns,”
says School of Education Dean Phyl-
lis Metcalf-Turner. The Center will
also support faculty in other depart-
ments within SMC to incorporate en-
vironmental issues into their research
and the college coursework.
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“We need to educate our kids to
deal with the world they will face,”
says Robert Hass, the Berkeley-
based former U.S. Poet Laureate and
a Saint Mary’s College of California
alumni. Hass is the co-founder of
River of Words with writer and edu-
cation advocate Pamela Michael.
“It’s place-based education. Students
use their own communities and
ecosystems as their source for learn-
ing,” says Michael, who will also
serve as the Director of the new cen-
ter at SMC.

With the arrival of River of
Words, SMC has also become the
keeper of the world’s largest collec-
tion of children’s art and poetry
amassed from the program’s annual
international youth poetry and art
contest. The contest inspires students
to find the nexus between art, sci-
ence, writing, and the environment,
according to Michael, “The work
these young students submit repre-
sents an amazing intersection be-
tween the environment and art.”

To find out more about SMC's
new Center for Environmental
Literacy go to
http://www.stmarys-ca.edu/
node/9159.

To find out more about River of
Words Art & Poetry Contest for
2012 (the entry deadline in
12/1/11) go to
http://www.stmarys-ca.edu/
river-of-words/art-poetry-contest.
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Exploring the Spectacular Underwater World
2010 Finalist; Mok Tsun Ho, age 14, Hong Kong, China, School of Creativity
Teacher: Stephanie Yip
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Fall Eyewear Event

Preview the latest collections
manufactured by
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and their newest vintagecollection 1880

Please Join Us On

Saturday, November S5th « 10am-3pm

Excellent opportunity to use your Healthcare

Flexible Savings before the year ends.

Purchase a featured frame and receive
ONE FREE PAIR OF LENSES*

*single vision lenses valued at $105 can be used

toward the purchase of multifocal or specialty lenses
(Cannot be combined with insurance plans or other discounts)
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Bring a friend and receive a gift

Call Today to Schedule an Appointment
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CANETTI’S BOOKSHOP

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING
INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORES

(DOWNTOWN AT THE CROSSROADS)

USED & NEW BOOKS
* OPEN EVERY DAY *

925.258.9076
39 MORAGA WAY
ORINDA 94563

“ORINDA’S HIDDEN GEM”
--DIABLO MAGAZINE

HunterDouglas
Celeprate the Season

Style for your windows savings for you With their beautiful colors, fabrics and
designs, Hunter Douglas window fashions are always a smart choice for creating
inviting, attractive spaces. And now through December 12, 2011, mail-in rebates let
you enjoy select styles at a savings of $25 to $300 per unit.* Purchase and install
energy-efficient Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades before the end of this year,
and you may qualify for a federal tax credit of up to $500.** Ask us for details.

Clockwise from top left: Silhouette® Window Shadings, Luminette® Privacy Sheers, Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades, Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

BLIND

CALL US
TODAY!

925-935-2161

www.blindmobile.com

division
YOUR WINDOW COVERINGS SPECIALIST

FREE

Measuring &Installation

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made 9/13/11 - 12/12/11. Rebate offers may not be combined; there is a limit of one rebate per qualifying unit. For each qualifying unit purchased,

the higher applicable rebate amount will apply. Other limitations and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. **For
tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, ask a salesperson or visit hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. The tax credit for
2011 is subject to a limitation based in part on the amount of Section 25C credits taken in prior years. It is recommended that you consult your tax advisor regarding your individual tax situation
and your ability to claim this tax credit. ©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.
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