
www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977 Wednesday, October 26, 2011Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYA8

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community. 
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Editor:

My name is Razmin Riahi, and I am a Boy Scout in

Troop 233. I am writing this as part of the Communi-

cations merit badge. 

As you may know, there was a city council meeting

recently where the issue of raising the speed limit on

Glorietta Blvd from 25 mph to 30 mph was discussed.

This is going to allow the use of radar and citing driv-

ers for excessive speeding. This is also supposed to

make drivers go slower. I am not in favor of this res-

olution because there are alternatives. There can also

be a negative psychological impact since drivers usu-

ally go faster than the posted speed limit. Additionally,

once this is done, there is no going back and the dam-

age, monetary and psychologically will be done.

Some other concerns include the fact that there are

children walking and biking on that street to school,

and an increase in the speed limit could be very dan-

gerous, as there are no bike lanes on that street. I

should add that I among others, spoke on this at the

Orinda Council meeting. I urge you to recognize this

topic in the next issue of your paper.

Sincerely, 

Razmin Riahi

Orinda

Editor:

My name is Ryan Riahi, and I am a Boy Scout in

Troop 233. I am writing this as part of the Communi-

cations merit badge.

On Monday October 3rd, I attended the Orinda city

council meeting along with other boy scouts from my

troop. In that meeting one of the issues that was dis-

cussed was the leaf blower problem in Orinda. They

were saying that the leaf blowers let out little particles

that are very dangerous to the environment and pol-

lute the air. I completely agree with this and I think it

would be great if you could publish this and help

Orinda to ban leaf blowers in the town. I think it takes

a little effort to fix this. Everybody can start using

electrically powered blowers, instead of gas powered.

I would be very happy if this subject can get more at-

tention in your newspaper. 

Sincerely,

Ryan Riahi

Orinda

Lafayette Measure G

Editor:

On November 8 we can come together as a commu-

nity to provide the funding necessary to complete the

repair of all of Lafayette’s failed public roads.  Please

join a broad-based coalition of individuals and organ-

izations – including more than 1,500 residents who

signed a petition to put Measure G on the ballot, the

Lafayette School District Governing Board, the

Lafayette Chamber of Commerce, the Lafayette

Homeowners Council, the Lafayette Taxpayers Asso-

ciation and the League of Women Voters of Diablo

Valley – in supporting Measure G and providing all

our residents with good roads.

Measure G will provide the stable source of funding

needed to solve our roads problem, and it will do so

in a simple, effective manner:

•     $89 per equivalent residential unit per year.

•     10 years maximum -- terminates in less than ten 

      years if the roads are repaired sooner.

•     All funds are applied directly to roads on a 

      pay-as-you-go basis.  There are no bonds, no debt, 

      no interest payments.

•     An independent citizens committee will ensure 

      all funds are spent on our roads.

We need Measure G because the City simply does not

have – and will not have -- the resources to repair all

failed roads.  Because of reductions in property tax

revenues, the City Council this year cut over $500,000

in annual expenses from the General Fund budget in

order to get it to balance.  While the City has success-

fully applied for federal, state and regional funds to

upgrade our arterial and collector roads (for example,

work is now under way on Pleasant Hill Road near

Olympic), those funds cannot be used for our residen-

tial roads – and there are no funds available from out-

side sources for residential roads.  We have to find a

way to do it ourselves. 

The community came together in 1995 to pass a road

and drain bond measure.  Every one of us who lives

in Lafayette today should be grateful to those who

supported that measure.  While it was not sufficient

to solve the entire problem, the measure raised $13

million, financed 41 specific projects (including repair

of our storm drains) and put us within reach of solving

the problem today.  

Now it is our turn.  We can solve this problem once

and for all.  The funds from Measure G will enable us

to repair all failed public residential roads within ten

years.  Once all our roads are in good condition, we

will have enough money from the General Fund and

other sources to maintain them.

Why should we do this?  We have an obligation to

provide good roads for our entire community.  We

cannot do it relying on our current revenue sources,

and we cannot cut expenses further without damag-

ing the fabric of our community.  Residents on

failed roads have been paying taxes all along to re-

pair other people’s roads.  Fixing their roads is the

fair thing to do.

And it is in all of our interests to do so.  All of us drive

on the failed roads.  All of our property values go up

when we have well-maintained community infra-

structure.

Please vote Yes on Measure G.

Mayor Carl Anduri

Lafayette

Editor:

You will soon be receiving Lafayette City Council's

newest tax increase scheme in Measure G in order to

increase spending for road and drain maintenance.

The real result of this measure would be to increase

the City's revenue base allowing them to continue

spending on 'special interests' like downtown street

beautification, paying off old debts caused by past Tax

Measures, and new uncollected debts caused by 'easy

(state) money' for Lafayette's Redevelopment Agency

(RDA)' loans. Lafayette residents never voted for

RDA, and yet the City lent it General Fund money

that may never be recovered. This 'easy money' also

obligated Lafayette to 'high density housing' which no

one in Lafayette wants.

The most basic responsibility the City has is 'public

safety, and road and drains'. Every city knows this,

but somehow the Lafayette City Council has so politi-

cized its 'priority list' that they now want you to pay

extra so they can continue spending on their other in-

terests. Lafayette's tax base is more than big enough

to adequately cover all basic services.

Of course we want good roads in Lafayette, but we

should not have to pay real responsibilities, and a line

should be drawn near the bottom to eliminate those

extra 'special interests' that want free money from

taxes already paid by residents. Check your Property

Tax Bill and decide if you really want to expand your

legal obligation to the City by another $89 for ten

more years. 

Gordon Mattonen

Lafayette

Editor:

As a thirty-seven year resident of Lafayette I appre-

ciate the many educational and cultural opportunities

available in our community:  excellent schools, a

world-class library, a vibrant downtown.  Lafayette

has many amenities of a large city yet maintains the

semi-rural atmosphere that we all appreciate and love.

Our local roads, however, are in deplorable condition

and detract from the quality and property values of

our homes and neighborhoods.  Lafayette can commit

$20 million over the next ten years for road repair but

additional revenue is needed to complete the $30 mil-

lion amount required.   Measure G on the November

ballot will work to ameliorate this problem.  The

money raised will be used to fix all the failed public

roads in ten years or less.  On-going sources of rev-

enue can keep them maintained. 

Passing Measure G will enhance property values, fix

our failed roads and drains, and reduce vehicle costs.

All Lafayette residents deserve good roads.

Please join me in voting YES on MEASURE G.

Mary McCosker

Lafayette ... continued on next page
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One-on-one 
individualized instruction
• Pre-Algebra • Algebra 1 & 2 
• Geometry
• Pre-Calculus & Calculus 
• SAT/ACT Preparatory

Flat Monthly Fee
(Unlimited visits-drop in as needed)
Gr 1- 5 $199, Middle School $225, 
High School $250

Math
Homework
Help

For all levels

Don’t let your kids fall behind
in Math!

1 FREE WEEK OF
TUTORING & HOMEWORK HELP

Must present coupon. New students only. Exp. 12/9/11

3435 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette 
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd)

(925) 283-4200
www.mathnasium.com

AT HOME

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life
on a daily basis.

• Fully bonded and insured
• Geriatric care management
• Hourly care     
• Live-in care
• Transportation to and from

medical appointments
• Medication reminders 

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette
(beside Trader Joe’s)

www.excellentcareathome.com
Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review.    925-284-1213

3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,  
Lafayette

between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988    
www.waredesigns.com

Tuesday-Saturday 10-6

50% off
Watch Battery
Now $5, Reg $10

1 watch battery per person. Exp. 11/30/11.
Usually installed while you wait.  W/coupon. Restrictions apply.
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New Location

LeapFrog 
Plumbing

Does your plumbing give you a
FRiGHT?

ZOT! Zap Out Trouble--before trouble zaps you.

Your one-call plumber!

Family-owned & serving 
Lamorinda since 1993

green solutions!

LeapFrogPlumbing.com(925) 377-6600

 

CA Lic 929641

Head Frog
Mo Williams

    FREE CRAWL UNDER (It can be scary          down under your house!) 
Good Preventive Plumbing measures will 
protect you and your family from true life 
horror stories; Broken pipes, holes in venting, 
electrolysis, sneaky leaks, and more eeeek! 

 

GAS, WATER & SEWER

*visible and accessible plumbing;  Homeowners
only; most houses   Thru 11/30/2011 

“Creepy Crawly”: 
crawl space plumbing 
Inspection* $189 Value

FREE

Are You Cold
and Calculating?

George C Tuck, founder of  Atlas Heating Co. in 1908.

Heating and Air Conditioning Company
Since 1908 • CA Lic #489501 

Get warm and add up your savings
on a new furnace before November 15th*

Call us now for a free estimate, days, 
evenings or weekends.

It’s time to get comfortable.TM

*Rebates expire




