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MICHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC.

b General Contractor
925.631.1055

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
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www.MVCRemodeling.com

IT’s APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FORrR REAL ESTATE

Consistently Representing Buyers and
Sellers in Successful Transactions

wwwuillageassociates.com « www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

925-254-050S8

aprilmat@comcast.net

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

“A little bit of myself @ | = ril Matthews
goes into every job.” e peer i)

Michael VerBrugge,

Owner,

Moraga Resident
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Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

Cabinet Modifications

With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
* Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet alterations/repairs
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,
crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093
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Millwork Contractor
#598395

...thanks

Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Prepare your Roof and
Gutters for Winter

New Work and Repairs
All Types of Roofs and Gutters
Clean/Screen, Roof Powerwashing.

We do it all!

Over 20 Years Experience
All Raingutters Systems, Inc.

925-381-7620

Lic #793315

Where Your Gold Is Worth More®

I was looking for a discreet
way to sell my gold jewelry
and silver tea set. GoldFellow®
was very professional
and paid me more.,
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Where people like YOU sell GOLD.

A+ RATED

GoldFellow® buys gold, silver, platinum & diamonds.

We are the A+ rated Nationwide Buyer & Refiner of Gold,
Silver & Platinum with a LOCAL store near YOU.

A+ BBB rating Professional, "bank-like” stores E
No middle-man 30+ yrs in the gold industry ]
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*Promotional offer expires .Gold coins and bars are excluded from

this promotion. Offerr) cannot be used in combination with any other offers. $ 1 5 3 .88

*Paid on 10/3/2011

Visit your local GoldFellow® store to find out what YOUR Gold is Worth!
For hours, directions & other locations visit www.GoldFellow.com/california

CALLUS FOR AN APPOINTMENT :

(925)962-7001
3685 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste 250

Licensed Secondhand Dealers. License Numbers: 56081050, 56071010, 19424550, 19424549, 30151294

31’5 60 the mas®®

Share your thoughts with our community!

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the

writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

All published letters will include the writer's name and city/town of
residence -- we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a

business in, the communities comprising Lamorinda (please give us your

phone number for verification purposes only).

Letters should be 350 words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a
space-available basis.

email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com;

Regular mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.0.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570
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Editor:

The City of Orinda has continued its workshops this fall designed to in-
vite comment on what we would like to see in the future of our down-
town. The planning staff is commended for its efforts to solicit our
thoughts as the community formulates its vision.

The issue with respect to downtown is, unfortunately, that its commercial
core is deteriorating before our eyes. Many of our commercial structures
were built in the 1940s and 1950s to a relatively low design standard.
Many are not well maintained. Many would not withstand the severe
earthquake that is likely to occur in the next thirty years.

Orinda residents are disappointed by what we see - an environment
which becomes more unattractive with each passing year. We see mer-
chants leaving and not being replaced. We shop and dine elsewhere.
We ask ourselves how to restore vitality. The answers, unfortunately, do
not lie in promotional programs by the City, in creating associations of
merchants or in volunteer beautification efforts. These efforts would be
helpful, but they are insufficient.

‘We now face a choice in Orinda. The choice is not between growth and
no-growth. Simply maintaining what we have in downtown is no longer
an option. The decline is accelerating to the point that significant change
is bound to occur over the next 10-20 years. The real choice we face is
between unplanned growth, as we see in much of suburban America,
and planned growth which is shaped by a community vision and guided
by independent professional planning talent. Some of the nation’s best
and brightest urban planners are available nearby.

We can do a lot better than the status quo. We can fashion a plan for
downtown Orinda that preserves its village character, but which also up-
dates its environment to state of the art in the 21st century. Downtown
should be a place where Orindans want to be.

Those of us who were not able to attend a City-sponsored workshop this
fall can still respond to the City’s survey on its website. We should let
the Planning Department know we favor professional planning for the
future of downtown.

Tom Trowbridge
Orinda

Join our Public Forum

If you have significant knowledge about an issue facing Lamorinda,
or one of its communities, that requires more than the 350 words to
which we must limit Letters to the Editor, don't despair! You can
submit your letter to our Public Forum section. Just send your letter
to letters@lamorindaweekly.com and let us know you'd like to be
considered for the Public Forum. We will not accept Public Forum
submissions regarding a current ballot measure or candidate for
public office. Opinions expressed in Public Forum are the express
views of the writer and not necessarily those of the Lamorinda Weekly.

NEED LANDSCAPE HELP?
PLAN NOW with Calvin Craig Landscaping

AWARD-WINNING'
DESIGNS

Huality. Valve and Sarvice

Hince T9HH

GET STUNNING YEAE-EQUND BEAUTY WITH
LOW WATEE USAGE AND MAINTENANCE
Fine and Organic Gardening Services

Landscape RKenoevation and Prainage Specialists

Call today for a FREE consultation

Horticulturist = Designer

925-935-5269

Calvin Craig | Landscaping L #845003

View our online portfolio at
www.Craiglandscaping.com





