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Local Libraries in the Digital Age—it’s
About the Experience

By Sophie Braccini

Lamorinda’s Senior Community Library Managers: Beth Girshman (left), Caroline Gick, and Susan Weaver

September survey by Harris In-

teractive confirmed that digital
readers are a hot commodity, and that
they get people to read more books.
The trend does not surprise or worry
Lamorinda’s librarians, who are con-
stantly reinventing the role of local
public libraries in the digital age.

Contra Costa County Library
(CCCL) recently announced that the
Amazon Kindle will join other digital
reading devices, including the Barnes
& Noble Nook, the Android, iPhone
and iPad, that can access the library's
free eBook collection.
(http://guides.ccclib.org/ebooks)

Could this mean that people will
stop going to the library? “Our first
mission is to get people to read,” says
Susan Weaver, of the Lafayette Li-
brary and Learning Center, “it is im-
portant that we offer different media
so people with different needs have
equal access.”

Weaver and her colleagues have
already embraced the new tools for
themselves. “I'm a librarian and [ use
my Kindle in bed,” says the Orinda
Library’s Caroline Gick, “the angle is
right, and it has a light.” “I use my
Nook while traveling or camping,”
adds Moraga’s librarian, Beth Girsh-
man, raising Gick’s bid with a
friendly smile.

“iPads are turning out to be the
number one gift for seniors because
the screen is bigger,” says Weaver,
“but so far, people are using these de-
vices mostly for purchasing books
rather than renting them.”

Is the library ahead of the technol-
ogy curve?

“The CCCL has a team of about
four people, led by Cathy Sanford, in
charge of the technology-watch,” says

Gick, “they anticipate and respond to
the demands of our patrons.”

Other unique online services are
provided by CCCL, such as the use of
QR codes (the two-dimensional bar
codes that can be read with a mobile
phone) to provide additional informa-
tion about a book or related topics,
and the pioneering free museum-pass
system.

As the use of mobile technology
grows, so does the attendance at pub-
lic libraries. “We are more than
books,” says Gick, “we offer all kinds
of informational and educational
services. We are as much about place
and community as about content.”

In Moraga and Orinda, the ‘new
library effect’ of Lafayette has im-
pacted the growth trend, but atten-
dance numbers are still up. “We are
a place for the community to meet,”
confirms Girshman, “Every time I
enter in the library I check out the
people who are there, working with
their computers or reading printed
material. They want a place out of the
home or the office where they can be
and feel close to other human beings.”
The diverse activities that are offered
in the three Lamorinda libraries also
bring people in.

“Futurist Thomas Frey explains
that libraries have been reinventing
themselves constantly over the past
2000 years,” says Weaver, “we are
transitioning from a product- based
economy to an experience-based
economy. Libraries will develop
more experiences for our patrons,
such as studios to create music or
movies.”

“We will be places where people
will not only find content, but can also
create it,” adds Gick.
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“We are a part of people’s day,”

concludes Girshman, “the way we do

it will continue to change. We do not

know where it will take us, but it is an
exciting time to be a librarian.”
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Experience new interactive exhibits, behind-the-scenes
programs and live wild animals!

Visit Wednesday-Friday noon-5pm and weekends 10am-5pm.

Go to www.wildlife-museum.org to learn more.
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Lindsay Wildlife Museum
1931 FIRST AVENUE | WALNUT CREEK | 925-935-1978

Saturday, Nowv. 12
10 am - 12 pm

Enjoy scrumptious harvest
holiday hors d’oeuvres
& tour our community.

Rates as low as

$1,787"

These premiere residences go fast.
Call today!

Rent and amenities all in one low price.
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Bay Area
Drainage, Inc.

Have You Checked Your

Crawlspace Lately?

e French Drains

e Sump Pumps

e Underfloor Drains
e Downspout Systems
e Subdrain Systems

e Retaining Walls
e Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

A General Engineering Contractor
Locally owned and Operated
Contractor LIC # 762208

92537729209 (@

visit our website
www.bayareadrainage.com
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An affordable, independent retirement lifestyle.
6401 Center Street Clayton

(925) 524-5100

diamondterrace.net

*Limited time offer. Restrictions apply.
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HW Construction

and Home Remodeling Inc.

Your Home Remodeling Company

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodels

Room Additions

Windows/Doors/Siding Replacement
Decks/Trellises/Arbbors

* Tile and Hardwood Installation

* Crown Molding, Casing and baseboard
* Retaining Walls/Fences

* Drywall Installation and Repair

Call 925-497-2687
for a free estimate today!

License # 963083 - Licenced/Bonded/Insured
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www.hwcca.com






