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The event's Color Guard, from left: Seaman Apprentice Brandon Chang, Seaman Apprentice Andrew Waggoner, Seaman

Christian Hickman; and Seaman Apprentice Andres Serrano of Lafayette.

Vivid memories of December 7,
1941 spill hurriedly from the
lips of Ed Wallen and John Chapman,
as well they might. Chapman, espe-
cially, fears the next generation will
forget the stunning events that cata-
pulted the U.S. into World War IL.
Both retired Navy men are Pearl Har-
bor survivors.

On a recent visit to an East Bay
high school, Chapman says he asked
his student audience when World War
I began and who attacked on U.S.
soil — “They didn’t know,” he
laments.

Last Thursday a group of local
veterans and the Navy League sought
to honor servicemen and women and
preserve their history during a Pearl
Harbor Remembrance dinner at
Lafayette Veterans Memorial Build-
ing. The dinner, now in its fifth year,
hosted Wallen, Chapman and several
active duty personnel. Guest speaker
Coast Guard Rear Admiral Christo-
pher Colvin introduced himself'to the
Navy veterans and listened to their
stories. “As long as America contin-
ues to produce heroes like Ed and
John we'll be okay,” he said.

In 1941, Wallen, known to his
friends as “Spike”, was a 20 year old
Machinist mate 2nd class stationed
aboard the Navy destroyer USS Mon-
aghan when Pearl Harbor was at-
tacked. His ship had “ready duty”
December 6, and all hands were
aboard. “IfI’d had an apple or a base-
ball I could have thrown it at the
[Japanese] planes [flying overhead],”
Wallen said. His battle station was
“shaft alley”—below decks in the
area between the ship’s twin pro-
pellers. His first glimpse of the
stricken harbor was “the saddest
thing.” The Monaghan escaped the
harbor and went on submarine patrol,
returning December 9. Wallen later
served in the submarine service; he
and his shipmates fought in the Coral
Sea and Midway battles.

John Chapman was a Shipfitter
3rd class on the battleship West Vir-
ginia. Only 19 during the attack,
Chapman remembers debris from
other ships raining onto the West Vir-
ginia’s fantail. The water was an oil
slick six inches deep. He began recit-
ing the 23rd Psalm and remembers
hearing a voice saying “take charge.”
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(L-R) Ed “Spike”Wallen, USS Monaghan, John Chapman, USS West Virginia
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“T’ll get you out of there,” he prom-
ised his shipmates. Chapman went
into the harbor. When the USS Ari-
zona exploded, the captain’s gig (mo-
torboat) that rescued him was blown
six feet into the air. Chapman later
became a deep sea diver and helped
build the USS Arizona memorial.
Chapman estimates he helped save 40
men during the attack. When asked
about medals, he says simply: “They
don’t give you medals for doing your
job.”

Marine Staff Sergeants Louis
Carter and Jonathan Garfin were in
the audience. Carter, an Iraq veteran,
said he felt good that Wallen and
Chapman survived, noting there was
enough patriotism “for the whole of
Contra Costa County in this building
tonight.” Garfin was impressed by
the survivors’ legacy and “proud to
wear a uniform.”
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www.techmommy.com

Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985

¢ Troubleshoot any PC problem.

¢ Help in plain English, not tech talk.
* Virus and spyware removal, system clean-up.ﬁ
e | earn all of the software on your computer.

* Master e-mail, web searches, filing, attachments.

¢ Pre-purchase help for computers and electronics.

¢ Program iPod, cell phone, Blackberry, camera, GPS.

¢ Set-up and configure new computer, peripherals.

® Hardware upgrades, home network repairs.

e | earn the latest software back-up techniques.

¢ Personal training in your home, at your pace.
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“Over the years
techmommy has been our computer
savior and guru, untangling our hardware and
software problems with remarkable ease. Thank
goodness for techmommy. We would be lost
without her!” — Dan & Colleen,
raga

Where Your Gold Is Worth More®

NEED HOLIDAY CASH?

Sell your Gold & Silver
to GoldFellow'and

Go Shopping! <

2
BBB

Where people like YOU seII GOLD.

GoldFellow® buys gold, silver, platinum & diamonds.

A+ RATED |

We are the A+ rated Nationwide Buyer & Refiner of Gold,
Silver & Platinum with a LOCAL store near YOU.

A+ BBB rating Professional, "bank-like” stores —

No middle-man 30+ yrs in the gold industry [
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Visit your local GoldFellow® store to find out what YOUR Gold is Worth!
For hours, directions & other locations visit www.GoldFellow.com/california

CALLUS FOR AN APPOINTMENT :

*Paid on 11/3/2011

(925)962-7001
3685 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Ste 250
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