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Looking for fun during the holiday break?
Sign up now for Holiday Camp Hacienda!
December 19-23; full day & half day 
options.   Call 925-888-7036 to register!

MORAGA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moraga.ca.us

Helping Children Feel Safe When They
Need it Most
By Sophie Braccini

What do tough police officers

and soft stuffed animals

have in common?  In Moraga they

‘collaborate’ to make children feel

safe when they need it the most.   To

allow as many children as possible to

feel better when they are confronted

with traumatic situations, the Moraga

Police Officers Association is holding

its fourth annual drive to collect new

and gently used stuffed animals.  

      

“I have been in situations when

a kid was in an accident, or we had

to announce a death, and I had a

stuffed animal in the trunk of my car

to comfort that child,” says Sergeant

Brian South, who is the President of

the Moraga Police Officers Associ-

ation and the manager of the holiday

stuffed animal collection drive.

“Four years ago we were looking

for a way to give back to the com-

munity and found S.A.F.E., Stuffed

Animals For Emergencies, Inc.,” re-

members South, “we saw a great

synergy between their mission and

ours and started the collection.” Ac-

cording to S.A.F.E, stuffed animals

help ease the fears of children in

times of crisis.

      

Every year the number of

stuffies collected increases.  Last

year it was 1500 and South expects

the number to rise again this year.

“We have to remove them from the

bins every day and put them in the

store room,” he says, “people in

Moraga are very generous.”

      

Some of the animals will stay at

the Moraga Police Department for

the officers to use when necessary.

The rest will be sent to S.A.F.E.

chapters that will dispatch them

where they are most needed.  “The

first year some of them went over-

seas for our soldiers to give to the

children in the war zones,” says

South, “most of the time, the animals

go to local police and fire depart-

ments that will give them to children

affected by traumatic events, or to

hospitals, shelters and other charita-

ble organizations.”

      

Stuffed animals may be brought

to the hallway of the Town’s Offices

at 329 Rheem Boulevard until De-

cember 27.

Meet Ying Compestine, 
author of Ying’s Best 

ONE-DISH MEALS
Thursday December 15th 

11:00AM – 1:00PM
Have her autograph your copy of her

wonderful cook book. What a special gift!

across the way
Moraga Shopping Center

376-3600

Officer Will Davis (left) and Sergeant Brian South Photo Sophie Braccini
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2000 Reliez Valley Road, Lafayette

Spectacular setting. Breathtaking lot, fabulous 
opportunity, beautiful creekside setting. Adjacent
to Briones Park. The house is immaculate and
move-in ready. Detached shop. Lafayette-
Acalanes School District.
$750,000 Frank Salmen

3662 West Road, Lafayette  

Coming Soon! Charming 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath
home in downtown Lafayette. Updated kitchen
and baths, new paint, hardwood floors. Very close
to restaurants, shopping, BART. Level, fenced
yard, 2 car garage plus additional parking. 
$795,000 Alan Marks

230 Sheila Court, Moraga

Open Sunday 1:00 - 4:00pm

Great price! Great house! Move-in for the 
holidays. Five bedrooms, three updated baths,
granite kitchen, freshly painted, new carpet, dual
paned windows. Cul-de-sac location. Large yard
with fruit trees, garden, play area, lawn.
www.230SheilaCt.com

$799,000 Lori Legler

0 Monticello Road, Lafayette

Heavenly estate lot. A spectacular gated estate lot
at the total end of Monticello in the Happy Valley
area with a level pad and amazing views. Over 7.5
acres for your custom paradise. Enjoy nature
amongst the beautiful oak trees and a trail from
the property to Briones Ridge. Perfect for horses
or a vineyard.  www.monticelloestatelot.com

$1,195,000 Alan Marks

Wishing You Hope, 
Joy & Prosperity

From all of us at 
Alain Pinel Realtors

Happy 
Holidays

Wishing You Hope, 
Joy & Prosperity

Council Okays Creation of  Climate Action Task Force
... continued from page A4

      

Mayor Karen Mendonca and

Council Member Ken Chew both

stated that they trusted Town Manager

Jill Keimach to appoint a group of

residents based on their representa-

tiveness and competence, and that

quarterly progress reports by the

CATF to the Council were enough for

them.  

      

The staff report indicates, “The

Task Force members would be se-

lected to represent a broad range of in-

terests that would not reflect special

interests.”  Keimach expects to have

a list of names by January. The CATF

will meet monthly for about a year,

developing goals and drafting a CAP

that would identify ways in which the

Town can reduce green house gas

emissions.

      

In the end, any Climate Action

Plan for Moraga would have to be

voted on and approved by the Town

Council.

More Moraga Civic News on Page A10




