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Winter Nights and High
Holidays at Temple Isaiah
By Cathy Dausman

Strength.  Inspiration.  Re-

newal.  Those words are

often bandied about in December.

Yet while many of us frantically

scrounge for “the perfect gift,”

Lafayette’s Temple Isaiah taps

hundreds of volunteers to care for

homeless families through the

Contra Costa Interfaith Alliance’s

Winter Nights program.  

     

The temple is hosting families

for the eighth year, December 20

through January 1. While many

local churches also volunteer for

this event, Communications Di-

rector Deb Phillips says, “Temple

Isaiah traditionally hosts during

the Christmas holiday because it

is a less busy time here than it is

in the local churches.”  Their con-

gregation is so committed to the

program they’ll do it even though

all eight nights of Hanukkah fall

within their obligation this year.

Hanukkah began at sundown De-

cember 20th. 

     

Not to worry, says temple

Winter Nights coordinator Re-

becca Calahan-Klein. Admittedly,

“it’s gonna be a busy time,” but

she says temple members observe

their major celebrations (Rosh

Hashanah and Yom Kippur) in the

fall.  Calahan-Klein, along with

husband Jonathan Klein, and Jeff

and Tina Goodfriend work to

house, feed and support nearly

three dozen visitors, more than

half of them children, at the tem-

ple for two weeks, 5:00 p.m. to

7:00 a.m. weekdays and around

the clock on weekends and holi-

days.  That means preparing some

3500 meals and filling 700 volun-

teer job slots. And they’ll do it in

true interfaith style.  

     

Winter Nights meal standards

call for only cold breakfasts (plus

a sack lunch and hot dinner), but

Temple Isaiah provides hot break-

fasts. All meals are served on

temple dishes and flatware, mak-

ing each occasion an oneg (joyful

meal). Program participants will

take outings to the San Francisco

Exploratorium and the Oakland

Zoo.  There are Hanukkah and

Christmas celebrations too -- De-

cember 23 (Hanukkah) and De-

cember 24 and 25. Christmas

celebrations include a gift “shop”

and Santa Claus himself.  “You

rarely see a synagogue celebrat-

ing Christmas in this way,” says

Phillips.  

     

At the end, there’s a New

Year’s Eve party featuring kosher

catered food donated by a

Lafayette owned catering busi-

ness. 

     

Rabbi Judy Shanks and her

colleague Rabbi Roberto Graetz

are both active members of the

Interfaith Council of Contra

Costa County (http://inter-

faithccc.org/).
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Day                    Spa, Salon & Café

T h e a t r e  S q u a r e  O r i n d a        w w w . e n t o u r a g e s p a . c o m        9 2 5 - 2 5 4 - 9 7 2 1

60 minute massage, 
SPA Pedicure, 
Shampoo + Blow Dry,   
SPA cuisine &
Champagne
Plus a $25 gift card 

$125

Special #3:

Serving the Community & Giving to Local Schools since 2003

80 minute Massage
SPA Manicure
SPA cuisine &
Champagne 
Plus a $25 gift card

$115

Special #1:

Three Holiday
Specials from

Entourage!

Winter Protection Facial,
Seasonal Body Treatment
Shampoo + Blow Dry
Lunch &
Champagne
Plus a $25 gift card    

$160

Special #2:

Customized Gift
Baskets available

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week   •   www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020   •   Free Parking with Appointments

How can we serve you? 
Let us count the ways.

At the UC Eye Center in Berkeley, how you see is what you get.  
Because we’re part of the top-rated UC School of Optometry,  
we’re here for you and your family in a whole range of ways:  

• Pediatric Vision Care • Eye Examinations 
• LASIK Surgery • Geriatric Vision Care  • Contact Lenses 

• Eyewear Center • Specialized Vision Care

Make an appointment and go Cal!

Winter Nights Hosts in Lamorinda 
Nine Lamorinda faith communities are part of Winter Nights this year: 

• St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church, Lafayette 
(co-hosts: Lafayette United Methodist Church and Lafayette 
Christian Church)    
October 10-24, 2011

• Our Savior’s Lutheran of Lafayette 
(co-hosted at Episcopal Church of the Resurrection, Pleasant Hill). 
October 24-November 7, 2011

• Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church  
November 21-December 5, 2011 

• Temple Isaiah, Lafayette 
December 19, 2011-January 2, 2012

• St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Orinda, 
(co-hosted at St. John Vianney Catholic Church, Walnut Creek)
January 23- January 30, 2012

• Santa Maria Catholic Church, Orinda
(with co-host Orinda Community Church) 
February 27-March 12, 2012

For program information e-mail eye4cee@aol.com or call (925)
933-6030.  
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