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Lamorinda Nouveau - First Impressions of the 2011 Harvest

By Sophie Braccini

he monthly gathering of

local winegrowers and
friends on December 15 was a
cheerful affair, and despite the cold
weather guests drifted between the
courtyard and warmer interior of
the Moraga Barn, the women in
festive holiday attire and men in
casual chic.

Local wines were tasted, many
of them made from the 2011 har-
vest, the wine ‘nouveau’ — by ref-
erence to the Beaujolais nouveau,
the French wine ritually sold mid-
November, two months after the
harvest. Although 2011 has been
reported as a bad yield year in the
neighboring Napa Valley due to
cold weather, the mood of Lamor-
inda winegrowers did not appear to
be dampened.

Carol Haag was not the last
winegrower to brag about her first
‘Nouveau’ at the Lamorinda Liba-
tions that night. “This is our first
‘Nouveau’ and our first wine,” said
the Moraga resident and owner of
Rheem Valley Vineyards— Haag
lost her harvest to raccoons last
year but was able to bring in 700
pounds this year.

“My harvest this year was bet-
ter than last year,” said Mary Leigh
Miller, who produces wine under
her Bare Ash label, “2010 was my
first harvest; my vineyard is only
three years old.”

Susan Captain of Captain Vine-
yards has been a keen observer of
the local grape and wine markets
for some time. The industry’s
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grape production was very light
this year, she said, “Grapes in gen-
eral were in demand and wineries
were scrambling after growers for
their grapes...normally it is the
other way around.” She added that
Captain Vineyards harvested five
and a half tons of grapes this year,
down from eight tons last year.
“For us, dry farming and the nature
of the year did affect our quantity,
but, I believe the quality will be
amazing,” said the enthusiastic
winegrower.

Deer Hill Vineyards’ owner
Bill Scanlin has been harvesting in
Lafayette for more than 10 years.
This year’s harvest was 90% of his
maximum. “Like last year, we had
a cool summer and some early rain
a couple weeks before we har-
vested,” he said, “but the clusters
were very nice, well formed and
full, and the grapes tasted good.
The sugar percentage was about
24, so we may have a little less al-
cohol— which is okay and in the
right range anyway.”

Dave Parker, of Parkmon Vine-
yards, may have been more im-
pacted by the cold in Moraga, like
the Captains. “Our yield was about
30% less than last year, and the
sugar content is also lower,” said
Parker. “We had a damp and cool
winter last year, the bud-breaking
(when little leaves start appearing
on the bare vine shoots) was two to
three weeks late,” he recalled,
“with the cool and mild summer
we fell further behind and by Au-
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gust 1st we were about one month
late.” Parker said became very
concerned because he knew he
would have to leave his grapes on
the vines longer for them to reach

maturity, at the risk of stormy
weather in October. Luckily,
warmer days finally arrived in
mid-August and September that re-
ally helped the maturation process.
“What we harvested is very high
quality,” said Parker, who is happy
to produce wines that will have a
lower alcohol content but more fla-
vor. “As my palate develops I ap-
preciate more this type of wine,
closer to the European wines, and
they go fantastically well with
food.”

According to industry predic-
tions, less grapes and less wine
mean higher prices. “If the market
supports it, the price of wine will
go up within 18 months to two
years when we release these
wines,” says Parker. “Everybody in
the area has seen a drop in quantity.
The evolution of the market might
also be impacted by how the cli-
mate affected the southern hemi-
sphere; we might see more wines
coming from South Africa or Aus-
tralia.” But Parker is not con-
cerned for the Lamorinda growers.
“Beyond the appeal of drinking a

local wine, our products sell well
because we win a lot of prizes, in-
cluding gold medals, at blind-tast-
ing events,” says the winemaker.
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Place your holiday ordar
with this coupon and
rocahne 15% off your
custom framing ordor.
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WE'VE MOVED!

FASTFRAME OF LAFAYETTE
1020 BROWN AVENLE

925-283-7620

OPEN MON 10-5
TUES-SAT 10-8

Find usan

Facebook

Want to Host your own
Radio Program?

Individual coaching & group classes with TV & Radio
Veteran Host/Producer, Cynthia Brian.

Cynthia@StarStyleRadio.com

www.StarStyleRadio.com (click on Coaching/Classes)
Be the STAR of your industry!
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(beside Trader Joe’s)

Excellent Care

suppofive

At All Times...
3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite D Lafayette

www.excellentcareathome.com

Our mission is to provide personalized care,
help maintain independence and

enhance our client’s quality of life

on a daily basis.

« Fully bonded and insured

« Geriatric care management

« Hourly care

o Live-in care

« Transportation to and from
medical appointments

« Medication reminders

Call to schedule a free assessment and plan care review. 925-284-1213

Huckleberry
Cafe-To-Go

Specialty dishes and desserts...
catered to you!

925.324.9620

Present this coupon and receive a free
cookie platter with 1st purchase.

Nifty Thrift Shop

Clothing & Collectibles
3467 Golden Gate Way, Lafayette
Mon 12pm-5pm, TuesV-Sat 10ém-5pm
Donations accepted Mon-Sat 9am-4pm

925.284.5237

I www.futures-explored.org |

Ask Jeff

Dear Jeff: During my recent visit to the
tire shop for some new tires, the service
attendant asked me if [ wanted a wheel
alignment. My car drives straight (I
think). How would I know that my car
needs a wheel alignment?

Signed, Mary from Orinda

Dear Mary:

Let me respond first with a question,
What would happen if you gave an
Olympic long-distance runner two dif-
ferent types of athletic shoes to run his
next race? Chances are his performance
would suffer. The same can be said
about your car's driving potential if its
alignment isn't correctly positioned.
When vehicle alignment is not propor-
tioned correctly, two issues may occur:

Driving becomes more expensive
Driving becomes more dangerous
Driving in a vehicle without proper
alignment is an expensive enterprise.
Not only does flawed alignment de-
crease gas mileage and tire life, it also
adds stress to other vehicle components,
including steering equipment and over-
all structural damage. Ideally, your ve-
hicle's wheels should be perpendicular
to the ground and parallel to each other.
Adjusting the angles of the wheels so

today’s complex automobiles.

v Thorough inspections focusing on factory service
schedules to maintain warranty compliance.
v Convenient Monday through Saturday service.

Staying between the Lines

that they meet these criteria is how
service professionals ensure your ve-
hicle is properly aligned.

Driving in a vehicle without proper

alignment is a dangerous idea. A car |

that is out of alignment can pull or

drift away from a straight road, result-

ing in a possibly fatal situation. Exces-
sive tire wear—another result of bad
car alignment—can lead to tire blow-
outs and poor traction, which also has
potentially disastrous consequences.
That is why it is imperative you let an
alignment specialist make sure you're
driving smoothly and safely.

So, how does it happen?

Your vehicle's alignment can be im-
pacted by a variety of factors. An ob-
vious indication that your vehicle
requires a computerized alignment
service is a major or minor collision
that results in physical damage to your
vehicle's frame. Steering problems or
the presence of uneven wear patterns
on your tires are clear signs that de-
mand immediate attention. But align-
ment problems don't only occur by
collisions and accidents; problems can
arise by something as small as driving
over a pothole, or grazing over a curb.
Dear Jeff: Afier I visited the tire shop

Why Choose Express Oil Change & Tire Center?

v Quick lube convenience with professional, competent
technicians that are properly trained to service

v Inventory to meet your vehicles specific needs.
Correct conventional and synthetic oil grades
available to keep your automobile running well.

v Hybrid vehicle service specialists.

v Nitrogen tire inflation service available.

v Orinda Motors experience and integrity.

Jeff Joyce

and my alignment is now correct. What
can I expect now?
Signed, Mark from Moraga

Dear Mark:
‘When your wheels are properly aligned,
you'll get:

*Tires that last longer

* Easier steering

* Improved gas mileage

* Smoother ride

« Safer, more secure driving
Don’t just remember your wheel align-
ment when you get new tires, have your
alignment checked annually. In the long
run, it will save you money and keep
you safe.

Any Questions??

Jeff can be reached at Express Oil
Change & Tire Center

925-254-8989 or jeft{@orindamotors.com

ORINDA MOTORS

Expuess Ol Chanage
& Tire Cewnl

9@7 For Convenience, Value and Honesty, @
e Orinda Motors is the Best Choice!

Orinda Motors, Inc. [
63 Orinda Way, Orinda e (925) 254-2012 ¢ www.orindamotors.com






