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Proposed Parking Solution
for Theater and Beyond
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that links rear parking areas behind

Plaza Way businesses and the Park Theater, with access via Golden Gate

Way and Moraga Road.

It was more than just the holiday
spirit in the air for the Fenton’s love
fest at a recent City Council meeting.
Supporters young and old came out to
encourage the City Council to find a
way to solve the parking dilemma fac-
ing the historic eatery that would like
to expand into the Park Theater.

In July the City got the ball rolling
in response to requests from Fenton’s,
the Park (Theater) Development
Group and the Poy family for relief
from the parking requirements along
Plaza Way. The parcel owned by the
Poy family houses Squirrel Coffee
Shop, Plaza Way Tailor, and formerly
Handlebar Toys, A-1 Photo lab, and
the Non-Conformist Boutique. A sub-
committee was formed to look into so-
lutions.

Meeting once a week for two
months, the subcommittee sought to
address parking and circulation issues
while respecting the historical impor-
tance of the area. Although the lack of
parking in Lafayette is no secret, the
Park Theater and the block of shops
along Plaza Way — from Squirrels to
the Wayside Inn — has been around
since before the advent of the automo-
bile. Presumably there was adequate
parking for Pony Express horses back
when the mail service stopped in
Lafayette during the 1860’s, but not so
much now for SUV’s and mini-vans.

“The properties on Plaza Way do
not now and never have provided the
parking spaces required by code,” ac-
cording to a December 12 staff report.

The subcommittee recommended
a two-fold approach: recognizing the
unique character of Plaza Way and
creating a new historical overlay just
for that block that would be com-
pletely voluntary. Property owners
will be able to get certain concessions
from the City in exchange for: updat-
ing facades along Plaza way, and con-
structing parking in the rear of the
property consistent with the Consoli-
dated Parking plan, requiring employ-
ees to park off-site and finally granting
an easement to the City over drive-
ways and parking areas.
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To hold up their end of the bargain,
the City will design and develop a
Consolidated Parking Plan for proper-
ties in the Overlay and reduce parking
requirements for restaurants and more.
For all the details, see lengthy staff re-
port available on the city’s website.

Of the six property owners, most
had participated in the subcommittee
meetings and as of mid- December,
four of the six were agreeable to the
proposal; two had no development
plans and voiced concerns.

City Council members unani-
mously approved the request for
$40,000 to complete the next steps for
the proposed project that include com-
pleting Plaza Way design guidelines,
obtaining a survey of the properties
and creating a formal Vision Consoli-
dated Parking Plan Map. “We’ve got
a real good start on a solution - we
could have a vibrant area if we can put
these parcels together,” said Council
Member Mike Anderson.

Despite giggles, sisters Kayli and
Sierra Harley, ages seven and ten, who
came to the podium to state their case,
couldn’t be happier. They feel a neigh-
borhood Fenton'’s is a good place to eat
and a terrific place for a birthday party,
way closer than Oakland.

Lafayette matriarch Joan Bruz-
zone also offered encouragement to
the City Council, “I have to tell you
about romance, sixty years ago I had
my first date with my future husband
Russ at Fenton’s. You could be re-
sponsible for somebody else’s ro-
mance.”

If all goes well, The Park Theater
Group has proposed keeping and im-
proving the front facade of the theater,
allowing outdoor dining on the front
patio and installing windows on both
sides of the building, transforming the
historic theater into a 4,700 square foot
restaurant with 4,000 square feet of of-
fice space on the upper floor. The Poy
family owns six tenant spaces; they
propose a mixture of retail and restau-
rant uses and restoring the front fa-
cades to emphasize Lafayette’s small
town ambiance.
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

From my family to yours; May the joy
and spirit of this Holiday Season be with
you now and always. Warm wishes for a

healthy and Happy New Year!

Thank you for your continued support.

Moraga Resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate for over 25 years.
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December is

Art for Life

Appreciation Month!
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Art for Life Foundation based' -

right here in Clayton helps

over 18,000 sick children nationwide
using art as a part of their healing process.
In an emergency room, treatment waiting
area, bedside, or rehab, wherever kids

Art for Life is there:

are in need of healing. . .
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Diamond Terrace
has been Ambassadors of
Art for Life since 2004.

We invite you to give generously this holiday season!
To donate online, visit artforlife.org,

mail donation to Art for Life, PO. Box 162,
Clayton, CA 94517, or drop by
Diamond Terrace to make a donation —

See the Art for Life exhibit and receive a FREE gift!
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An affordable, independent
retirement lifestyle.
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6401 Center Street Clayton CA 94517
www.diamondterrace.net

These premier residences go fast. Rent and
"-'1_1 services all in one low monthly price.

Call for your Complimentary

Holiday Lunch & Tour

925) 524-5100
(925)

-'i'

~ Great Gifts “* Savings up to 75% OFF *

Entire Stock of 3-Pc Knit Sets All Winter
SAG HARBOR SCARF SETS KNIT GLOVES
Handbags Glove, Scarf & Hat By Axxents

5“OFF

N 499

All Purses, Totes
Organizers & Minis
ROSETTI

40 OFF

NOW 17.99 - 41.40

Velvet, Cashmink &
Handloomed Silk
FALL SCARVES

19.99

Orig m.s.r.p. 40.00

Great Selection
THE SAK
Leather Purses

50 OFF

NOW 39.50 — 79.50

.. R NOW 24.99 — 32.99 || NOW ONLY 9.99 Orig. 19.99 - 25.00
All Cosmetic Bags ‘-‘ One Week Only gl " I,
& Travel Sets by , H BIG BUDDHA ( ."J ’E’l‘
KENNETH COLE . Handbags P ol
w A "-—___-":-\. ""d."'\-u" 4
500FF - 40 OFF e
NOW 13.99 - 18.99 # b ﬁ-‘féji"'f NOW 53.99 - 65.99 '

All Foxwell y =T Entire Stock of Entire Stock of
CHRISTMAS FALL HATS LEATHER WALLETS
Novelty Socks By Jeanne Simmons By Mundi

1-99 3“ OFF 5“0FF

Orig. 8.00 NOW 9.99 — 32.99 || NOW 14.99 - 19.99

PERFECT GIFTS
Coin Purses, Phone
Caddy & Card Cases

Orig 20.00 — 25.00

10 Bay Area Stores
to serve you!
LAFAYETTE DANVILLE

Plaza Center Town and Country
(925) 283-3380 (925) 837-0261

Elm St

AUBURN

reet next to CVS & SaveMart
(530) 885-0500

MONTCLAIR

6211 Medau PI. Oakland
(510) 339-2210
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ORINDA

Village Square
(925) 254-3448

Vineyard Center
(925) 827-0330

MORAGA WALNUT CREEK

Moraga Center
(925) 376-7252

CONCORD SONOMA

Marketplace Center
(707) 996-4465

Countrywood Center
(925) 935-9300

NAPA

Napa Town Center
(707) 255-9375






