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Civic News

Public Meetings

Town Council
Wednesday, December 28, 7:00pm

Joaquin Moraga Intermediate School,
1010 Camino Pablo

Planning Commission
Tuesday, January 3, 7:00 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd

Design Review

Tuesday, December 27, 7:00 pm
Moraga Library, 1500 Saint Marys Rd

School Board Meeting

Moraga School District
Tuesday, January 10, 7:30 pm
Joaquin Moraga Intermediate
School Auditorium
1010 Camino Pablo, Moraga
www.moraga.k12.ca.us
See also AUHSD meeting page A2
Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
Town of Moraga:
WWW.moraga.ca.us
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Peralta Construction

CUSTOM HOMES | ADDITIONS | REMODELING
owned and operated by Moraga resident

Pat Geoghegan

BUILDING THE BAY AREA FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS

925.273.7692

www.peraltaconstruction.com

7 925-377-0977

Wednesday, December 21, 2011

Total Clean 376-1004

Far pour havme.

Police Report

Tis the season, 12/10/11 For vi-
olating the “Person Responsible
for a Loud or Unruly Party” or-
dinance. It was after 10:00 p.m.
and officers could hear the bois-
terous racket of approximately
forty unwanted party-goers at a
Paseo Bernal residence from
thirty feet away. Alerted by a
neighbor’s complaint, the party
was definitely over after they is-
sued a warning of a violation of
the Moraga Municipal Code.

Major litter, 12/11/11 Cops no-
ticed a large projection TV aban-
doned on an Ascot Drive curb.
Oddly enough no one was in the
vicinity to claim the trash TV.
Moraga Public Services was ad-
vised of the semi-early Christ-
mas gift to the sidewalk.

Missing a bike? 12/12/11 Mor-
aga Public Works employees’
found an apparently abandoned
bike at 1425 St. Mary’s Road.
The Giant — that’s the brand, not
the size, MTX250 bicycle had
no identification and was
booked into Moraga PD evi-
dence. Visit the police depart-
ment if it’s yours.

School vandalism, 12/09/11
Sometime between Friday and
Sunday some pesky unknown
suspects pulled up several live
plants from three wooden
planter boxes next to classrooms
at Los Perales Elementary
School. Not surprisingly, the
plants died. Estimated value
about $50.

Burglary, 12/12/11 A Via
Granada homeowner contacted
police to report that someone en-
tered his home and stole an un-
determined amount of jewelry
and a handgun by forcing open
the front door.

Asleep at the wheel, 12/15/11
Perhaps it was the late hour —
nearly 1:30 a.m. — when cops re-
sponded to a report of a person
asleep in a running vehicle that
was parked in the middle of Sea
Pines Road. The driver told
cops she fell asleep while getting
her mail. Paramedics came and
took a peak, determining she
was not under the influence and
escorted her home. A request for
a re-evaluation form was sub-
mitted by police to the DMV.

December Decision Resolves Dog Park Debate

By Sophie Braccini
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Park and Recreation Commission Recommended Conceptual Design

he Town of Moraga’s outgo-

ing mayor, Karen Mendonca,
can claim that the long-running de-
bate involving off-leash dogs at
Rancho Laguna Park was finally re-
solved during her tenure, as the
issue went to a vote of the Town
Council prior to the annual passing
of the gavel.

After 32 months of intense dis-
cussions and a few dramatic turns
of event, on December 14 the
Council decided on a 3-2 vote to
adopt the Park and Recreation
Commission’s recommendation to

implement a spatial separation be-
tween off-leash dogs and the rest of
the parks’ users. Council Member
Dave Trotter and then-Vice Mayor
Mike Metcalf cast the dissenting
votes.

The partition approved by the
Council will create a 1.1 acre dedi-
cated dog park along one side and
the back of the municipal property,
a woodsy area that has no grass at
this time. The timing of the imple-
mentation of the new park configu-
ration will depend on finding an
adequate funding source.

CANETTI’S BOOKSHOP

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING
INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORES

(DOWNTOWN AT THE CROSSROADS)
“ORINDA’S HIDDEN GEM”

USED & NEW BOOKS
* OPEN EVERY DAY *

925.258.9076
39 MORAGA WAY
ORINDA 94563

--DIABLO MAGAZINE

CAN THIS THING GO

FASTER?

MARQUIS

RHEEM VALLEY

CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL
& REHABILITATION

Post Acute Care
& Rehabilitation

348 Rheem Boulevard
Moraga, CA 94556
ph 925-376-5995
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The organization Lamorinda
Dogs was not happy with the deci-
sion. “We are the main users of the
park,” said Lamorinda Dogs mem-
ber Chris Gerding, who added that
the group estimates the park gets
57,000 visits by dog owners per
year. “Your first priority should be
to construct a tot lot and not to incur
additional expense by changing the
configuration of the park,” Gerding
stated. Lamorinda Dogs also pre-
sented the Council with a petition
signed by 111 people supporting the
view that the space at Rancho La-
guna should remain open.

Off-leash  supporters were
hopeful when the Council’s debate
began with Trotter’s statement that
he would support not changing the
park. “I am fiscally conservative
and would be happy with a Phase 1
that would just create and fence a
tot lot according to AB 1144 (Cali-
fornia Playground Regulations Up-
date),” Trotter said, “let’s not cut the
park, but let’s make it safe for small
children.”

But Trotter was the only Coun-
cil member opposed to modifying
the park. “I have no problem cut-
ting the park in half,” said Metcalf.
He explained that his priorities were
to separate kids from dogs, that the
park should provide multi-use for
Moraga residents, and that he had
no interest in turning the park into
a sports field. “This is a place for in-
formal play and general enjoy-
ment,” he said. Metcalf supported
an option that would have included
some of the existing turf area on
which dogs could run.

Mendonca, along with Council
Members Howard Harpham and
Ken Chew, supported the Parks and
Recreation Commission’s plan.
“We have different constituencies
with different needs and they have
to share a scarce resource,” said
Mendonca, “we want to provide ac-
cess to everybody all through the
day.” Under the new plan, dog
owners would be able to let their
dogs run off-leash in the dedicated
area all day long.

Bill Cosden, of Lamorinda
Dogs, later commented, “It’s sur-
real,” he said, “the system (off-leash
hours at Rancho Laguna) worked
for decades — it has enriched the life
of countless people. I can’t justify
why they are spending the money
to fix something that is not broken.
I hope we can fight this decision."

After the meeting, Jay Ingram
discussed the implementation of the
plan. His cost estimate is $143,300
to $155,300 for a first phase that
would see the construction of a new
kids’ playground and a fence sepa-
rating the north side of the park
from the lawn. If the Town wants
to clear the brush, sod for turf and
create a new path, it would have to
spend another $29,075. “We have
money left from the WW fund
measure,” said Ingram, “we have to
submit a plan by March 31 to the
East Bay Regional Park District.
Our objective is to bring a contract
for Council’s approval in Febru-
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MARA CONSTRUCTION

LOCATED IN LAMORINDA AREA
20th YEAR IN BUSINESS

SPECIALIZING IN ALL PHASES OF HOME CONSTRUCTION

-

- New Custom Build
- Additions
- Custom Kitchens

- Custom hs
- Doors/Wi

- Tile/Paver

—

- Re-Leveling

“._ - Structure Repair

- Drainage Systems

View projects and style ideas at our updated Website.

51 0-385-8251 e MaraConst@comcast.net
WWW.MARACONSTRUCTION.COM

License # 586512





