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MOFD Revives Building
Purchase Concept

By Lucy Amaral
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Moraga Ormda

Fire District

Board of Directors Meetings

Meetings of the MOFD Board of

Directors are open to the public and take

place on the third Wednesday of each

month in the Board Room,

Administration Building,

1280 Moraga Way, Moraga.

Next meeting:

Next regular MOFD Board
meeting TBD,

Station 41

(1280 Moraga Way, Moraga),
(go to www.mofd.org as the meeting
date approaches for more information)

t its December 8 meeting, the

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
(MOFD) Board of Directors revived
the concept of purchasing the empty
building located at 1150 Moraga Way
as the new home for the District's Ad-
ministrative offices.

For months, the Board has been
searching for an adequate site to
house the combined administrative
staff of MOFD. Currently, the staff'is
split, with half located at Orinda's Sta-
tion 45 and half at Moraga's Station
41. A facilities committee report
stated that Station 41 was in need of
seismic, gender and space upgrades,
and by combining the administrative
offices offsite, this would allow
MOFD to repurpose the existing
space for use by firefighters. In order
to repurpose the building, the current
administrative offices must first be
moved out. Options the Board con-
sidered included renting space from
the City of Orinda or in an office
building in Moraga, building a mod-
ular office space behind Station 41,
and purchasing the building at 1150
Moraga Way, which is located next to
Station 41.

At the September 27 Board meet-
ing the proposed purchase of the 1150
building was defeated on a 3-2 vote,
with dissenting Board members voic-
ing concern about cash flow issues
and the current economic climate, fol-
lowed by the request to research the
other options. At the November 16
meeting, a lease/buy option to pur-
chase 1150 Moraga Way was intro-
duced by Board President John Wyro.

According to Fire Chief Randy
Bradley, with a lease/buy contract, a
third party (bank, finance or bond
company) purchases the property and
makes it available to the Local Gov-
ernment (such as the Fire District) in
return for semi-annual or annual pay-
ments consisting of principal and in-
terest. This public finance tool is used
because state law does not permit
local government to encumber funds
for more than one year to purchase fa-
cilities or equipment. When the con-
tract is completely paid, the Local
Government (Fire District) owns the
property free and clear of any lien or
restriction.

Payment options could range
from anywhere from a 5-year to a 20-

year term or more, with payments ad-
justed accordingly. According to staff
reports, a five-year term payment
would be $219,915 semi-annually, a
ten-year semi-annual payment would
be $119,091, and a 20-year semi-an-
nual payment would be $75,373.

Board debate this time around
shifted enough to pass the lease/buy
option by a 3/2 vote, but concerns
about the current economic climate,
cash flow and public perception re-
mained.

Board members Brook
Mancinelli and Dick Olsen continued
to be against the purchase option, pre-
ferring to look at leasing from the City
of Orinda or the construction of a
modular building. Frank Sperling,
who voted against the concept last
time, opted to support the idea at this
meeting, citing the improved cash-
flow options, the benefits of owning
versus renting and the opportunity to
facilitate an improved level of fire
service.

Fred Weil, who voted for the pur-
chase last time, continued his support,
noting that if the bottom floor (which
would be available) could be leased
quickly, that, combined with the im-
proved efficiencies of staffing, would
help with cash flow, and at the end of
the term, the building would be
owned free and clear.

Wyro, who has been a proponent
of the purchase all along, said that the
lease/buy option would serve
MOFD's needs the best, offering a
cost-effective way to provide service
to the community.

The other options on the table,
leasing from the City of Orinda,
building a modular office building be-
hind Station 41, or leasing office
space in Moraga was also debated
again. Board members who were
against these options argued that leas-
ing only delayed the long-term ad-
ministrative housing issue, and
building a unit on the area currently
used for MOFD firefighter training,
would require more land to be pur-
chased in the near future, adding to
the overall costs.

Once voting was complete, the
Board charged Bradley to return to
the negotiating table to finalize de-
tails, then bring the completed pro-
posal back for Board review and
possible approval. The next board
meeting will be held on December 28.

MOFD Elects 2012
Officers

At the December 8 Board of Di-
rector's meeting, Fred Weil was
nominated and elected to serve
as Board President for 2012.
Weil served as Vice President in
2011 and his new term will
begin on January 1. John Wyro,
the outgoing Board President,
will return to a general Board
member.

Other nominated and elected
Board positions include: Brook
Mancinelli as Vice President, Dick
Olsen as Secretary, and Frank
Sperling as Treasurer. On Wyro's
recommendation, all committee
appointments will be done after
the first of the year, when the
new Board convenes.
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Why is Home Care Assistance the leading choice
of older adults in the Tri Valley/Lamorinda community?

e Home Care Assistance lets you select the caregiver of your choice from our extensive roster.
e Home Care Assistance is the leader in 24-hour-a-day, 7-day-a-week live-in care.

e Home Care Assistance provides high quality, bonded and insured caregivers who are
experienced in care for older adults.

e Home Care Assistance helps with meals, personal care, transportation and more.
e Home Care Assistance has been the Top Choice in the Bay Area for home care since 2002.

e Home Care Assistance wrote the books Handbook for Live-In Care and Happy to 102,
available on Amazon.com. They are a resource for the industry as well as families.

Meet Jesse Walters. Jesse is the client care manager for our Danville/
Walnut Creek office. He has been working on older adults issues for more
than ten years and specializes in home care. Please call Jesse to answer
any questions you may have about home care.

Call Jesse for a free consultation at:

925-817-0416

|| www.HomeCareAssistance.com
480 San Ramon Valley Blvd, Danville, CA 94526

Held Over Until 12/31/11 Only!
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storage units - Limited Time!*
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| Store It Yourself & Save
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RENT, RESERYE OR ORDER
BOXES. ALL ON-LINE
WWW.SASPACE.COM

® Salect promotenal units are limited, Prices good for 3 months. 15t Come, 191 served. Exp.12/31/11






