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Third Time’s the Charm
for Mayor Federighi

By Cathy Tyson
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ike a fine wine getting better

'with age, the trio of Lamorinda
mayors that were serving their citi-
zens in 2007 are back in the saddle
again, serving as mayors for 2012,
perhaps with a little more gray hair,
and experience under their respec-
tive belts. All are getting the same
staggering compensation they did
back in the day; that would be zero
dollars for countless hours of work
to keep the municipalities running.

With generally stable city coun-
cils composed of five members,
seems like everyone gets a turn in
the mostly ceremonial role of being
mayor every handful of years.

Similarly the staff and manage-
ment at the Lamorinda Weekly will
also be celebrating an anniversary of
sorts, 2012 marks our fifth year of
bringing all the local news fit to
print to Lafayette, Orinda and Mor-
aga.

“I"d like to think I haven’t
changed much in five years,” said
new mayor Carol Federighi, who
has served on the city council since
1999. She has served a mayor twice
before, in 2003 and 2007. “I still be-
lieve in strong fiscal management,
open government, a lively and at-
tractive downtown, recreational op-
portunities for our citizens, support
for senior services, civil discussion
of our differences, and the protec-
tion of our hillsides and ridgelines.”

Key staff members are the same,
fellow city council members are the
same and unfortunately, “I am again
becoming mayor on the heels of an-
other defeated road measure, but
Lafayette continues to be healthy
fiscally as staff and the Council have
pursued conservative policies,” said
Federighi.

While change does not come
quickly in Lafayette, there have
been some notable new additions in
the last five years. When she was
mayor in 2007, Federighi partici-
pated in the groundbreaking cere-

mony for the Lafayette Library and
Learning Center, which is obviously
now completed and open for busi-
ness.

“We have a Farmers Market in
Lafayette now, and some additional
great new restaurants. We’ve added
to our pathways and trails...and
there’s a new stage at the Lafayette
Reservoir. Our last road measure
was defeated at the polls, but we
have made progress in addressing
our backlog of repairs by squeezing
to pave,” said Federighi. “We have
strengthened senior services, but
have been unsuccessful to date in
obtaining the requisite financing for
new affordable senior housing. We
face more challenging economic
times than before.”

Federighi figures she has made
progress on goals set in 2007, but
has more work to do, “Without more
revenues than we realistically antic-
ipate, we will be unable to repair all
of our failed residential roads. We
haven’t yet adopted a Downtown
Specific Plan, but we are close to it.
In 2007, Lafayette was in the na-
tional spotlight with the Crosses of
Lafayette. One of my goals was to
revise our sign ordinance in a fash-
ion that met Constitutional scrutiny
but protected our residential neigh-
borhoods. We adopted a new ordi-
nance in 2008 but have postponed
addressing signs in the downtown
until a Specific Plan is adopted.
Another of my goals in 2007 was to
increase communication with our
commissions and task forces and
with our neighboring communities.”
Now the three communities have
yearly joint meetings.

Topping this year’s to do list is
beginning the process of revitalizing
the businesses facing Plaza Park by
adopting a Plaza Park Overlay Dis-
trict, as reported in the last edition of
this paper. “The overlay proposes to
provide incentives to participating
owners to redevelop their properties
in a way that preserves and main-
tains their historical character and
addresses the chronic parking short-
ages and poor circulation in the
block.” She also hopes to revise the
downtown sign ordinance and look
at opportunities to develop a pedes-
trian and bike pathway on the
EBMUD right-of-way land.

Getting out her crystal ball to
look five years into the future, Fed-
erighi sees the revitalization of the
Plaza Park businesses, more housing
and new retail in the downtown.
She adds, “Hopefully, we will also
have a more vibrant economy than
we have now and that the Down-
town Specific Plan will guide some
positive initiatives and public
amenities.”
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BEST WISHES FOR A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

301 LAKEFIELD PL., MORAGA
Wonderful estate on 2.8 acres!
Private gated property. Beautifully remodeled
& expanded home, 3962 sqft with 5 Br, &
3.5 Ba,, office, exercise room & study.
www.301LakefieldPl.com

—T =

58 MERRILL CIR N., MORAGA
Large Sanders Ranch Home!
This spacious home features a great 5 Br,
4.5 Ba.floorplan, over 5000 sqft.
$1,595,000 www.58MerrillCir.com

LARCH AVENUE LAND, MORAGA
Over 23 acres of potential!
Great views and rolling hills!
$995,000 www.0LarchAve.com

We helped these and many other owners in 2011...

Let us help you achieve your real estate goals in 2012!

We rank in the Top 1% nationally for a reason! “__.r
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Come In and Warm Up!

Call today for a Complimentary
New Year Lunch & Tour

(925)254-3030
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An affordable, independent
retirement lifestyle

(925) 524-5100

6401 Center Strect, Clayton CA 94517
www.diamondterrace.net

Monthly Rates
as low as 51:?3?
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WEAR-NOW FASHIONS FOR HER!

SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION! SELECTION VARIES BY LOCATION.

Women’s Handbags,
Wallets, Scarves, Gloves,
Fashion Jewelry. Plus a
Fantastic selection of
Junior and Lingerie fashions
Reduced up to 75% OFF

LAFAYETTE ~ DANVILLE

VK aulou’s

MORAGA
Plaza Center  Town & Country ~ Moraga Center

Women’s Sweaters,
Arctic Fleece, Jackets,
Vests, Blouses, Pants,

Missy Coordinates,

Knit Collections, Activewear

And So Much More!

COUNTRYWOOD
Treat & Bancroft

CLAYTON ROAD
Vineyard Center

ORINDA
Village Square

MONTCLAIR
6211 Medau Place, Oakland






