Page: B4 LAMORINDA WEEKLY www.lamorindaweekly.com
DESIGN R

INSTALLATION Lu E I DQ

IRRIGATION 6 4 Q

DRAINAGE ﬁ

STONEWORK v

CONCRETE WORK 925‘258‘9233
DECKS

FENCES CELL: 510-847-6160
e LANDSCAPE COMPANY INC.

PONDS BLUE JAY FELDMAN LICENSED
HAULING WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM Lic# 818633

WHERE QUALITY COUNTS
Established in 1972

Mike Rose proudly announces
the opening of our
Lafayette Location...!!!

Mike’s Auto Body
3430 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
(former Butler-Conti Dodge location)
Lafayette CA 94549
(925) 283-5600
Lafayette@mautobody.com

Approved by most major insurance companies. ..
2012 Marks 40 Years in Business

Visit our website for our other 7 locations
www.mautobody.com
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MORAGA JEWELERS

Fing Sewelry, Digmondys, & Wartches Since J905

WATCH & JEWELRY

REPAIR ON SITE

562 Center St. Moraga, Rheem Valley Shopping Ctr. near CVS
www.moragajewelers.com Phone: (925) 376-1283

Moraga School District
Plans May Parcel Tax

By Sophie Braccini

fter a convincing presenta-

tion by the Campaign Com-
mittee, the Governing Board of the
Moraga School District voted
unanimously on January 10th to
set an amount of $225, with no
sunset, for a new parcel tax to sup-
port low class sizes and strong ac-
ademics in its three elementary
schools and one middle school. A
$275-per-parcel tax was proposed
by the Revenue Committee earlier,
but concerns over the approval rate
and uncertainty of State funding led
the committee to propose the lower
amount. Moraga residents will be
asked to vote on a mail-in ballot on
May 8th rather than on the June or
November ballot to avoid confu-
sion with other tax measures that
are anticipated for the fall.

“We would rather pass a $225
parcel tax in May of this year, than
take the risk of asking for $275 as
the Revenue Committee recom-
mended,” said Campaign Commit-
tee member Dave Miller. “$225
may already be a stretch; we are
concerned that failing this May
would result in the need for a sec-
ond effort in 2013 that would be
very costly to the District and the
volunteers.”

Superintendent Bruce Burns
began his comments that night by
reiterating the facts that the reduc-
tion of State funding has had a dra-

matic impact on the district over
the last eight years and that the
trend continues to be uncertain.
The need for a parcel tax has been
on the Board’s radar since last
year. Residents already pay a $325
tax to the Moraga School District,
but the funds generated will no
longer fund expenses in 2013-2014,
according to District staff.

The five members of the Board,
whether or not they previously fa-
vored a $275 tax, all rallied around
the new figure and the May ballot.
“I recently ran into Council Mem-
ber Dave Trotter and he mentioned
that the Town might have a meas-
ure on the November ballot for the
roads,” said School Board Vice-
President Charles MacNulty.
Board Member Dennis Kelleher
agreed that avoiding confusion
with other tax measures such as
what the State might propose in
November was a better option.

A parcel tax needs the ap-
proval of a 2/3 majority of voters.
The last one was passed with a
narrow margin of 66.8% in 2004.
When residents were polled at the
beginning of 2011, the recom-
mended amount was $169. How-
ever, during his presentation,
Miller seemed confident that res-
idents placed enough value on
small class sizes and quality edu-
cation to support the measure.

Is this too young
to go to Cal?

Actually, it’s just the right age to get an eye exam at the University of
California Eye Center. And again at three years. And regularly after
that. (We developed ways to test kids’ eyes while they play!) We're
part of the UC School of Optometry, and offer you LASIK surgery,

contact lenses, and an Eyewear Center with a vast collection of
designer frames, too. We take most insurance plans, and major

credit cards. It’s time for your whole family to go Cal!
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UC BERKELEY
OPTOMETRY

Open to the Public 7 Days a Week © www.caleyecare.com
510.642.2020 ¢ Free Parking with Appointments

2012-2013 Kindergarten Registration

Lamorinda’s public elementary schools will soon be registering next
fall's Kindergarteners. To be eligible for Kindergarten, a child must
have been born on or before November 1,2007. The Transitional
Kindergarten (TK) program may fall to the State’s budget ax - please
check with your district if you were planning to register for TK. You
should register your Kindergartener at the school he or she will attend
in the 2012-2013 school year:

Lafayette

Registration will take place at the Lafayette School District’s four

elementary schools in January.

Tuesday, January 24, and Wednesday, January 25,2012
Burton Valley Elementary, 561 Merriewood Drive (927-3550):
9:00-11:00 a.m. and 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Happy Valley Elementary, 3855 Happy Valley Road (927-3560):
8:30-11:30 a.m. and 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Lafayette Elementary, 950 Moraga Road (927-3570):

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Springhill Elementary, 3301 Springhill Road (927-3580):
9:00-11:00 a.m.

For more information go to the district’s website at:

www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Moraga

Families new to the Moraga School District are invited to attend a
Kindergarten Information meeting on February 2, 2012 at Joaquin
Moraga Intermediate School Auditorium, 7:00-7:45 p.m.
Registration will take place at the Moraga School District’s three
elementary schools in February.

Thursday, February 9, and
Friday, February 10,2012, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Los Perales Elementary, 22 Wakefield Drive (631-0105)
Donald Rheem Elementary, 90 Laird Drive (376-4441)
Camino Pablo Elementary, 1111 Camino Pablo (376-4435)
For more information about kindergarten registration, please go to
the district’s website at www.moraga.k12.ca.us.

Orinda
Registration will take place at the Orinda Union School District’s four
elementary schools in February.
February 6, 7, 8, 9 (Monday thru Thursday), 2012,
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Del Rey Elementary, 25 El Camino Moraga (258-3099)
Glorietta Elementary, 15 Martha Road (254-8770)
Sleepy Hollow Elementary, 20 Washington Lane (254-8711)
Wagner Ranch Elementary, 350 Camino Pablo (258-0016)

For more information go to the district’s website at
www.orindaschools.org.

Submit stories to
storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com





