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Stepping Up to Serve the Library

Foundation
By Cathy Tyson

Seth Hamalian

unding 53% of the Lafayette Li-

brary and Learning Center’s
(LLLC) operating expenses is no easy
task. That’s the role of the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center Founda-
tion (Foundation), which was estab-
lished to support the construction and
operations of the Library with the
help of only four Foundation staff
members. Recently some of the orig-
inal members of the Foundation
Trustees stepped down: Anne Grodin,
Teresa Gerringer, Bret Peterson and
Jack Jenkins-Stark. Seven commu-
nity-minded volunteers offered to step
in and fill those positions; the new
Board members will play active roles
on committees, fundraising and in
leadership positions for upcoming
events. “They are also our spokesper-
sons in the community,” said Execu-
tive Director Kathy Merchant.

The new Foundation Trustees -
Victoria Bjerke, Seth Hamalian, Todd
Jacobson, Sid Luckenbach, Suzy Pak,
Laurie Phillips and Denise Zetter-
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baum, join thirteen existing members
to form a full roster of twenty — the
maximum allowable.

Despite the demands of his day
job as a principal of Mission Bay De-
velopment Group in San Francisco,
where he is responsible for strategic
planning, marketing and finance, Seth
Hamalian stepped up to serve on the
Foundation Board. “I felt my experi-
ence in fundraising and working with
public private partnerships and rede-
velopment agencies could be valuable
in helping the LLLC to thrive,” said
Hamalian. “Lafayette’s library is
unique in that, instead relying on
property taxes the way most libraries
do, its operations are highly depend-
ent on donations and the generosity of
individuals and local businesses.”

He adds, “I want to see the
Lafayette Library and Learning Cen-
ter do well because libraries hold a
special place in my heart. Growing
up, I spent hours in the Berkeley pub-
lic library and developed my love of

reading and research there. I remem-
ber vividly the great satisfaction that
came with finding locations in the
stacks that contained whole new area
of interest, and then pouring through
that section, looking for the best
books and checking out the maxi-
mum allowed on each visit. I want to
tackle how, in an age of digital books
and the internet, a physical space like
the library can still provide that spark
for a love of reading and promote in-
tellectual curiosity. In addition, I want
to build on the library’s success in
providing an important and unique
gathering space that grows the fibers
of community in Lafayette.”

Fellow new board member Suzy
Pak also has many demands on her
time, with two young children, now
in fourth and first grade respectively,
a full time job with an asset manage-
ment firm in San Francisco and as one
of the founders of grassroots group,
Lafayette for Education. “It’s impor-
tant to recognize that the community
extends beyond school,” said Pak.
Her mother was a children’s librarian,
so she understands the importance of
reading and libraries.

“The LLLC has an amazing
breadth and depth of services and col-
laborations (with the Glenn Seaborg
Consortium), it’s really an impressive
program,” said Pak, “I"'m excited to be
apartofit.” She feels fortunate to live
here and wants to make sure the library
keeps going for future generations,
“it’s a vital part of the community.”

SMC and MCC Partner to Renovate
Driving Range

By Sophie Braccini
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Brother Ron Gallager (right) and Donald Maddlson inaugurate the range

lear sky, crisp light, warming
sun and green grass— Friday
the 13th of January was a perfect
day to play golf. Brother Ronald
Gallagher, President of Saint
Mary’s College, and Moraga
Country Club Board President
Donald Maddison, holding their
best drivers, aimed to be among the
first to practice on the new driving
range that reopened that morning.
The men associated in play as their
respective institutions associated in
financing the complete renovation
of the driving range that included
drainage, irrigation, the addition of
new sand holes, and new grass.
“We have a great relationship
with the Country Club,” said Scott
Hardy, Saint Mary’s College
(SMC) golf coach, “the students
practice here all the time; it’s a
win-win for my team.”  “We
helped the financing of the range’s
renovation with the fees we pay to

the Club,” added Gallagher, who
also said that it was nice to see the
range reopen after almost four
months.

Frank Melon, the Moraga
Country Club’s (MCC) Executive
Director, agreed, “We are very
proud to have the students practice
here,” he said, “the members enjoy
seeing them around, the kids are al-
ways very polite when they come
here, and we follow their results.
Saint Mary’s had a very successful
golf season last year.”

Hardy indicated that the golf
team has 11 students, most of them
on scholarship and coming from all
over, from South California to Nor-
way. “We won two games last
year,” said Hardy, “one at Notre
Dame and one at Firestone. Our
present rank is 28th out of 300
teams and we hope to improve our
ranking this year.”

Mark Orr, SMC’s Director of
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Athletics, came to the inauguration
still beaming from the previous
night’s win by the basketball team
against Gonzaga by a merciless 83-
62. “The golf team has been prac-
ticing here for almost 20 years,” he
said, “there is no place to practice
on campus, this partnership works
very well for us.”

On the day of its reopening, the
new range’s grass looked a bit
thinly sown. “This is normal for
this type of grass,” said Luis
Ballesteros who, according to
Melon, is the best golf superinten-
dent in the nation, “we used a mix
of Bermuda grass and perennial rye
to create a drought resistant field
that will recover and grow fast all
summer long.”

Melon indicated that MCC and
SMC had just signed a renewed
agreement for the next 20 years—
a partnership that clearly seems to
work for both parties.

Alex Gailas,
Orinda resident since 1984
Expertence and Knowledge

call Alex Gailas
Broker, Owner, CRS, GRI, CFS

925-254-7600

www.AlexGailas.com
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3645 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,

Lafayette
between Trader Joes & the Post Office

283-2988
www.waredesigns.com

50% off
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1 watch battery per person. Exp. 2/15/12.
Usually installed while you wait. W/coupon. Restrictions apply.

Start your
New Year
with a
Clean Fast
Computer!
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Fast Expert Computer Help

from techmommy!

* Troubleshoot any PC problem. A,
¢ Help in plain English, not tech talk. '’

* \irus and spyware removal, system clean-up.“
e | earn all of the software on your computer.

* Master e-mail, web searches, filing, attachments.

¢ Pre-purchase help for computers and electronics.

¢ Program iPod, cell phone, Blackberry, camera, GPS.

¢ Set-up and configure new computer, peripherals.

® Hardware upgrades, home network repairs.

e | earn the latest software back-up techniques.

¢ Personal training in your home, at your pace.

925'377'771 1 “Over the years

techmommy has been our computer
www.techmommy.com

savior and guru, untangling our hardware and
software problems with remarkable ease.
Serving the Bay Area’s Technology
Needs Since 1985

Thank goodness for techmommy.
We would be lost without her!”
- Dan & Colleen, Moraga

School
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What You Will Find in Our Schools:
Primary Caregiving
At our schools, children stay with their primary
caregiver for the duration of time at the school,
anywhere from 3-4 years.

Reggio Emilia-Inspired Work
Through observations, discussions, and reflection,
teachers follow the emergent theories children
have of their world.

Walnut Creek

Open Houses
January |9t
February 23
at 6:30 p.m.
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Lafayette

Open Houses
January 234
February |3t
at 6:30 p.m.

ADULTS ONLY, PLEASE!

984 Moraga Rd.
(925) 284-4321

55 Eckley Lane
(925) 934-1507





