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UPHOLSTERY SPECIALIST
REFINISHING AND RESTORATION

Family Owned And Operated For Over 55 yrs.

• Slipcovers • Pillows • Window Cushions 
• Custom Upholstery • Design Consulting

Marine - Commercial - Residential
Pickup & Delivery Available • Free Estimates By Phone

Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-2

3418 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette (925) 962-0579

 C abinet  M odifications
With over 25 years fulfilling custom needs, we can alter or modify
most cabinetry, while still utilizing your existing cabinetry for:
       • Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
       • Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
       • Cabinet alterations/repairs 
Thinking about home, office, entertainment, custom cabinetry, shelving,

crown mouldings, baseboards, new doors or mantels? We can help there, too!

925.827.1093 Paul Kephart Master Craftsman
www.TheCabinetMd.com

Licensed Cabinet & 
Millwork Contractor

#598395

CARPET CLEANING
LAMORINDA'S FAVORITE

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
FOR OVER 36 YEARS

WINTER SPECIAL

I 5 %  OFF
(925) 283-8744

www.siggyscarpetcleaning.com
3408 Mt. Diablo Blvd. Lafayette

CABINETMAKER
We custom build to your design                     

Built-in storage and furniture

Any material you choose!
510.535.1222
Charles Ferguson

Lic. 446488 C-6 www.everwoodcabinets.com

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda

April Matthews           www.villageassociates.com   •   www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

Buyer demand for Lamorinda homes is currently
very high and housing inventory is very low!

Contact me today.
ASSOCIATES

R E A L  E S T A T E925-253-2147

IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair. 

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References

Full design team resources available 

Lic
# 6

81
59

3

General Contractor

925.631.1055 www.MVCRemodeling.com

“A little bit of myself 
goes into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge, 
Owner, 

Moraga Resident

JV LUCAS PAVING, INC.
CA LIC#195560

Orinda City Council Initiates Eminent
Domain Proceedings to Keep Glorietta
Project on Track
... continued from page A1

     

Council Member Amy Worth

noted that the City has been

working since the 2000 flood to

identify the best way to fix the

problem. Those plans are detailed

in numerous staff reports on the

City’s web site. In a nutshell, it’s

complex; it’s going to be hugely

expensive, and “the surrounding

properties will be subject to a se-

vere risk of flooding” if the proj-

ect is not completed, according to

the reports.

     

The easements will enable the

workers to get in and do what

they need to do in 2012 before a

section of the culvert fails com-

pletely – and during the only time

the weather will be suitable for

the work – from June to October.

Staff anticipate that the project

can be completed in three months

or less and “should only involve

minor inconvenience for property

owners.” The City has also

“committed to restoring the sur-

face of the affected properties to

their condition before construc-

tion.”

     

Because time is now running

out, the Council concluded that

the easements on the remaining

properties are “compatible with

the greatest public good and least

private injury” and initiated emi-

nent domain proceedings.

     

Seanna Allen, one of the own-

ers of the Glorietta Court property

facing eminent domain proceed-

ings, disagrees with the City’s

statement that its personnel have

been negotiating with the Allens

for a year. 

     

“We’re not trying to stop the

project. We just want time to get

our appraisals done,” said Allen

as she explained that she and her

husband have been waiting on a

report from an independent sur-

veyor who only just completed

work on January 6. 

     

In addition to the surveyor’s

guidance, the Allens have been

consulting with an arborist re-

garding the project’s possible ef-

fect on their backyard, including

the potential impact to a redwood

tree estimated to be 75-feet tall.

Removing the tree would totally

change the backyard’s landscap-

ing, but leaving it in place could

be problematic if the root system

were to be weakened during the

drainage system work.

     

A volunteer for community

projects, Allen affirmed, “We

love our community. We love our

neighbors,” and said that she and

her husband look forward to

working with the City.

     

“All of us still hope we’ll still

be able to work this out,” said

Glazer. Staff will continue their

efforts to negotiate with the prop-

erty owners while the eminent do-

main action moves forward in the

hope that further legal action can

be avoided.

P040036 02/04      State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

How Many Candles on Your Cake?

Attention Leap Year babies:  Lamorinda Weekly
wants to speak with you!

     

If you were born February 29, we’d like to hear

how you celebrate your special, once- every- four-

year birthday!  If you missed the magic date by mere

hours, and have a late-in-the-day February 28 birth-

day or an early morning March 1birthday, we want

to listen to your story too!   Please reply before Feb-

ruary 22.    Call our office at (925) 377-0977, or e-

mail Cathy Dausman at

cathy.d@lamorindaweekly.com.

C.Dausman

www.HelpfulRealEstateInfo.com

Advertising

Merrick Pleads Guilty
It was a case that shook Lamorinda to its very core.

For some, it ended quietly in a court room on Jan-

uary 20th.  

     

Just days before his trial was set to begin,

Michael Merrick, a former Lafayette teacher,  en-

tered into a plea bargain and pleaded guilty to six

felony charges of sex crimes against a minor for acts

that took place on the campus of Stanley Middle

School in the summer of 2010. Merrick was sen-

tenced to five years and eight months in prison.

     

Merrick was arrested in October of 2010 and ar-

raigned on 25 felony counts after the 14-year-old vic-

tim, who he had been tutoring, came forward.

L.Borrowman




