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Saint Mary’s Still Undefeated after
Tough Road Trip

By Alex Kozela and Caitlin Graveson

he men's basketball team con-

tinues to creep up in the na-
tional polls as they remained
undefeated in WCC play, moving
from #20 to #16 in the USA/Coaches’
poll and #18 in the AP poll.

Saint Mary's returned to Moraga
from a three-game road stretch that
saw the team earn hard-fought victo-
ries at Santa Clara, Loyola Mary-
mount, and Brigham Young. Saint
Mary’s defeated Pepperdine the pre-
vious week at McKeon Pavilion,
where the Gaels haven't lost all year.

“Our goal is to stay undefeated
at home,” said senior forward Rob
Jones. “We go into each game with
that on our minds. It helps motivate
us.”

Before hitting the road for the
three-game stretch, Saint Mary’s
(21-3 overall, 10-0 WCC) played
for the first time this season as a
ranked team (#23/24), hosting Pep-
perdine (7-13, 11-8) on January 19.
The Gaels came out with all the de-
fensive stops to prevent any chance
of an upset, as they handily de-
feated the Waves 61-47.

Jones registered his 13th double-
double of the season with a game-
high 17 points and 10 rebounds.
Junior guard Matthew Dellavedova
added 13 points, while sophomore
guard Stephen Holt scored 12.

The game was a far closer affair
than the two teams' previous meet-
ing, a 74-45 Saint Mary's rout in
December.

“I think the game down at Pep
was an aberration,” said Gaels' head
coach Randy Bennett. “It's closer than
that, and it was tonight. Pepperdine
came to play.”

“If you're at the top of the league
and you're ranked, you're going to
have to be ready for that every night,”
said Bennett, referring to the Waves'
energy. “I'm trying to get our guys to
understand that, and if we do, it'll
make our guys better because we're
playing against better competition.”

It wasn't any easier two days later
at Santa Clara (8-12, 0-7). Despite
their status as the WCC's last-placed
team, the Broncos outworked the
Gaels for most of the game. In front
of the first sell-out crowd at the
Leavey Center in two years, Saint
Mary’s only led by two points at the
half, up 44-42.

The Gaels went on a 15-2 run at
the end of the second half to escape
an upset and defeat their rivals 93-77.
The 93 points scored were the most
for any Saint Mary's team against
Santa Clara in a regulation game.

Dellavedova scored 26 points,
while dishing out seven assists to lead
the Gaels. Jones had another double-
double with 14 points and 15 re-
bounds. Sophomore guard Jorden
Page had a career-high 19 points,
while freshman center Brad Waldow
grabbed a career-high 16 rebounds.

The Gaels then travelled down to
Los Angeles to face a feisty Loyola
Marymount team. The dark horse in

the WCC, with big wins over BYU in
Provo and #17 UCLA and #23 Saint
Louis in preseason, LMU fought hard
for another upset this season.

Saint Mary’s remained persistent
and answered every Lions’ attack to
win, 71-64. Holt led Saint Mary's to
victory with 19 points while Dellave-
dova added 13. It was the 1lth
straight victory for the Gaels over the
Lions (12-9, 5-3).

In a physical game in Provo, Saint
Mary’s stayed tough to defeat WCC-
newcomer BYU 80-66. The Gaels
were called for 22 fouls and the
Cougars, 26. Both head coaches had
technical fouls and debris was thrown
on the court multiple times.

The Gaels went on a 10-0 run to
build a 40-28 lead at the half. Saint
Mary’s rode that momentum into the
second period to extend the lead to 23
points. BYU fought to within nine
points with about two and a half min-
utes to go, but Saint Mary’s held on
to sweep BYU in regular season play.

Senior forward Clint Steindl had
16 points for the Gaels, going 4-for-6
from behind the arc. Waldow came up
huge for SMC, notching a team-high
19 points and eight rebounds.

Saint Mary’s will host San Diego
on Thursday, February 2 at McKeon
Pavilion.

“We're keeping our goals the
same as the first game of the year,”
said Jones, as he looks ahead to the
rest of the season, “to hopefully end
the season as great as possible.”

Freshman Brad Waldow steps up big for the Gaels in tough four game stretch. Saint Mary's stays perfect in WCC.
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Saint Mary’s Drops
Heartbreaker to Bulldogs

By Caitlin Graveson

-

Jasmine Smith (32) had 20 points in the loss.

aint Mary’s women’s basketball

battled for first place in the WCC
last weekend. The Gaels played host
to #20 Gonzaga. With a win and an
upset of #23 BYU by Santa Clara, the
Gaels could have been tied for first
place in the WCC standings.

Unfortunately, both ranked teams
held on and Saint Mary’s fell to 7-3
(16-7 overall) and fourth place in the
WCC.

The Gaels kept the game close
until late in the first half when Gon-
zagawentona 17-0 run to builda 41-
26 lead heading into the locker room.

Saint Mary’s came out of the gate
strong in the second half, rallying to
overcome the deficit. The Gaels took
the lead 66-64 off of a three-pointer
from senior guard Jasmine Smith
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with 3:44 to play. The Bulldogs re-
sponded with a three to regain control.
With 1:04 to play, senior guard Alex
Carbonel hit a lay-up to pull the Gaels
within one point, 69-68.

Out of a timeout, Gonzaga hit a
three-pointer with 42 seconds remain-
ing. Saint Mary’s could not overcome
the deficit as Gonzaga kept posses-
sion and let the clock run out.

Smith led the Gaels with 20
points. Sophomore forward Danielle
Mauldin added 18 points and 15 re-
bounds, both season-highs. Carbonel
had 17 points.

The Gaels return to action next
week in Provo against #23 BYU on
February 4. Saint Mary’s returns
home on February 9 against Portland
at 6:00 p.m.

Alex Carbonel (5) hit a layup to bring the Gaels within one point, 69-68.
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Music lessons

Piano/guitar
w/Robbie Dunbar

All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
925-323-9706  #F
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Breakthrough Method
Simply Music has beginning
students playing great-sounding
contemporary, blues, & classical
pieces from the very first lessons!
Children, teens, adults and seniors

Lamorinda Piano 925-300-7561
www.simplymusic-lamorinda.com

Flute & Piano with Nika Rejto
Downtown Lafayette studio
Beginning - advanced, all styles
of music. | can travel to you!

925 310-4415, fourflutes@gmail.com

Piano Tuning

Experienced Piano Tuning
By local music teacher
925-323-9706

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great
pricing and coverage for Biz

Gen Liab, W Comp, Homes, Auto,
Life. (925) 247-4356 OE90108

smartlounge |

The best tutors in

Lamorinda
Now offering low-cost group classes
for Miramonte, Gampolindo, and
Acalanes in math, chem, physics,
and biology. No where else will
you find the number of award-
winning teachers that we have.

1 Orinda Way in Orinda
925 253-1996

Www.supremetutors.com

Local, retired teacher is eager
to take care of your home and
pets while you are away. Please
call Dede for an interview 995-
395-0738. References available.

Local business for sale

Successful Retail Boutique.
Turnkey operation.

Fun retail environment, local
owners. For more information
contact 510-773-4498 or
925-285-4055

Computer lessons

On-Site Computer Service

« All Major Brands « Troubleshooting - Wireless
Networking - Data Recovery « Website Design &
Hosting « Technology Consulting  Virus/Spyware Removal

« Affordable Rates - Certified Technicians
925-322-9577 « 510-225-5061
www.fastteks.com « wli@fastteks.com

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com

| House cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

T & T PAINTING CO

27 Years Experience Int & Ext
Our Workmanship & References
Speak for Themselves

CA Lic # 616357 BONDED

Steve Thaw 376-3380 Moraga

BRIG

Specializing in

high quality interior painting
Lic.#953962/Bonded/Insured

AN INSIDE JOB )

Mark Alexander %I.
A,

Owner
I'm local, and I'm a very nice guy!
(925) 370-6558 - (925) 787-6684 cc!
grizzmark@shcglobal.net

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded

$8 per 1/2" classified ad height
Email to: classified@lamorindaweekly.com

SWARTS
CONSTRUCTION
« Free Estimates - Seismic Retrofit
+ Drainage + House Leveling
« Remodel « 35 yrs. Lamorinda

925.250.6610

www.swartsco.com
INSURED BONDED Lic# 613717

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600
LeapFrogPlumbing.com

reach 60,000+ with your ad





