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Orinda

Civic News
Public Meetings

City Council
Tuesday, February 7, 7:00 pm

Auditorium, Orinda Library,
26 Orinda Way

Tri-City Meeting
City Council

Thursday, February 9, 7:00 pm
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 22
Orinda Way, Orinda

Planning Commission

Tuesday, February 28, at 7:00 pm
Auditorium, Orinda Library,

26 Orinda Way

Tuesday, February 14 canceled

Historical Landmark

Committee

Tuesday, February 28, 3:00 pm
Gallery Room, Library

26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting

Orinda Union School District
Monday, February 13, 6:00 pm
OUSD Office

8 Altarinda Road, Orinda
www.orindaschools.org

See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

LAMORINDA WEEKLY

coLbWweLL
BANKER

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

www.lamorindaweekly.com

We know every transaction is unique and very personal.

Together with you, we create a partnership, a
custom plan for you.

Let our resources form a foundation for your success!

Peter Hattersley
925.708.9515

DRE# r00445794
Find MLS Listings and Valuable Buyer and Seller Tips on our Website.

925-377-0977

TheHattersleys.com

Helping You Achieve Your Goals!

Inventory is very low and many Buyers are looking so
call now for help in preparing your home to sell.

Darlene Hattersley
925.360.9588

DRE# 01181995

Wednesday, February 1, 2012

A New Thread in the Fabric of Orinda’s Community
Michelle Lacy takes the field as Orinda s new Director of Parks and Recreation

By Laurie Snyder
€€ y role is to serve the
community,” says

Michelle Lacy, the new Director
of Parks and Recreation whose
first day with the City of Orinda
was January 3, 2012.

She’s got a challenging task.
With programs serving babies all
the way up to seniors, and facili-

ties that range from open space
areas to landscaped medians and
groomed playfields, and a diverse
array of arts and cultural happen-
ings, Lacy oversees roughly ten
full and part-time permanent staff
and approximately 30 additional
temporary and seasonal personnel
ensuring smooth operations across

five major program areas — recre-
ation, facility maintenance, facility
management (rentals), parks and
landscaping, and administration —
while keeping an eye on the cur-
rent fiscal year’s projected budget
expenditures of $2,178,768.

Take the Orinda Community
Center, for example. “This place

is busy all the time,” says Lacy.
Parks and Recreation staff work
hard to tailor activities and edu-
cational offerings to the specific
constituencies they serve. Pro-
grams for seniors give older men
and women vital opportunities to
remain active and socialize.

... continued on next page
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Police Report

In left field, 1/18/2012 An
anonymous caller tipped Orinda
police about a white car sitting
in an empty field. Police found
a man and woman milling
around the car, and luggage
strewn about. The suspects fled
on foot, the woman was found.
Police also found a controlled
substance and burglary tools.
She was transported to Martinez
Detention Facility and booked.

This is why DUI is illegal,
1/15/2012 Investigation of an
accident on Ivy Drive resulted in
the arrest of the self-admitted
drunk driver. His two passen-
gers were injured, one required
surgery. The driver was med-
ically screened before he was
booked into Martinez Detention
Facility and charged with 2
felony counts and 1 misde-
meanor.

Right, aid...1/18/2012 Police
following up on witness reports
of a woman screaming and
drinking wine in the Rite Aid
bathroom found her on Orinda
Way, clearly Drunk in Public.
She was found to be in violation
of her terms of probation requir-
ing she consume no alcohol,
transported and booked into
Martinez Detention Facility.

Their lucky day, 1/13/2012 Two
men who reportedly stole from
Orinda Safeway fled the scene
and led police on a merry chase
in their 1986 Nissan all the way
into Oakland, where OPD was
instructed to terminate the pur-
suit.

Methinks thou dost protest too
much! 1/10/2012 A protester
protesting with a protest sign en-
countered a counter-protester
when the party of the second
part spray-painted the sign of
the party of the first part. Orig-
inal protester signed a citizen’s
arrest for the newbie; the
counter-protester admitted van-
dalizing the protester’s sign, and
was arrested, cited and released
at the scene of the protest crime.

Safe Routes to Schools — But How?
Proposed pedestrian path on Moraga Way sparks surprising debate

By Laurie Snyder

* Pedestrian Landing Area defined
by constructing asphalt curb

Orindans provided a primer for
other communities on how to

conduct civil, productive discourse at
arecent community meeting at Mira-
monte High School. The January 24
public hearing offered residents the
opportunity to weigh in on proposed
construction plans for a new pedes-
trian pathway on Moraga Way, and
was led by City Engineer Janice
Carey.

The idea for the pathway was an

Illustration provided

outgrowth of the City’s larger Bicy-
cle, Trails and Walkways Master Plan
prepared by Alta Planning + Design
and adopted by the City in January
2011.

Carey noted that residents have
been concerned about bicycle and
pedestrian safety in the neighborhood
for quite some time. Attendees were
nearly evenly divided in favor and
against the project.

Planners propose to create a

roughly 3,355 linear foot pathway
within the public right-of-way near
Miramonte High School. It would be
located on the western side of Moraga
Way from EI Camino Moraga to Ivy
Drive south. The current paved road-
way shoulder would be converted to
a five-foot wide asphalt pathway, and
separated from bicycle lanes by an as-
phalt dike with conforms created for
residential driveways entering onto
the west side of Moraga Way. The
shoulder cross slope would also be
flattened to comply with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act.

Additionally, two push-button
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Bea-
cons would be installed on opposite
sides of a striped crosswalk on
Moraga Way at Estabueno and
Eastwood Drive. Described as
state-of-the-art by the representa-
tives of outside consultants, Harris
& Associates, the solar-powered
beacons are viewed as less expen-
sive and greener than in-roadway
enhanced crosswalk beacons.

One neighbor observed that, “The
value of having a better crosswalk at
Eastwood is huge,” while another ex-
pressed his appreciation for the hard
work done by City staff before stating

An
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that the project might actually make
Moraga Way more dangerous since it
would take space from both traffic
lanes to build the pathway.

Several suggested that there are
not enough walkers to warrant the ex-
pense when the City is still struggling
to get its roads paved, and advised
planners that children and their par-
ents actually prefer to take back ways
through neighborhoods rather than
walking along Moraga Way. Others
expressed the belief that, “If we build
it, they will come.”

One advocated an even bolder ap-
proach, recommending that the path-
way be lengthened further because it
would make the City safer and en-
courage people to get out of their cars
and walk.

When Orinda City Council con-
sidered the issue at its August 2011
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) re-
view, Council members were ad-
vised that $35,000 would be spent
for planning, design, and administra-
tion plus $181,930 for construction
and $14,000 for construction man-
agement for a total of $230,930.

That construction figure has
since been revised upward by
$100,000 for an estimated total proj-
ect cost of $330,930, as indicated on
page 11-21 of the final version of the
CIP that was adopted by Council for
2011-2015.

Staff have already secured
$166,000 from the Metropolitan
Transportation Commission’s Safe
Routes to Schools program, and an-
ticipate making up the difference by
using $54,930 in City park dedica-
tion fees from fiscal years 2012 and
2013, $10,000 from 2012 gas tax
revenues, and $100,000 in 2013
local traffic impact fees.

When asked about the increase
in estimated expenditures, Carey ex-
plained that project costs change as
the design becomes “more refined as
the project design becomes more
complete.” Saying that there may be
at least four budget phases “in esti-
mating a project while it goes
through the design stage: conceptual,
schematic, design development, and
working drawings,” she also noted
that, “We will not really know the
true cost of the project until it is bid
for construction.”

One resident urged scaling the
project back to simply create a safe
crosswalk rather than building the
entire pathway, stating that proposed
plan was not a good solution for res-
idents who live along the section of
Moraga Way where the path would
be located.

All agreed on one thing: There is
an increasing need to inspire Orinda
motorists to drive more safely on
community roads — particularly so
when driving near schools and other
places where children are present.





